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Bear House, 52 Union Street,

Oldham OLI IDJ

0161 624 4865 (3 lines) General Office
0 8 9 1 4 4 0 0 7 0 B e a r s H o t l i n e

0161 624 9615 Shop Line

... .. rti)

R U G B Y L E A G U E C H A M P I O N S H I P W I N N E R S

1909-10, 1910-11,1956-57 Runners Up

1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, 1954-55
FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1904-05

L A N C A S H I R E L E A G U E C H A M P I O N S

1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57,

1957-58

R U G B Y L E A G U E C H A L L E N G E C U P W I N N E R S

1899, 1925, 1927 Runners Up 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926
L A N C A S H I R E C U P W I N N E R S

1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958

Runners Up 1908, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968,
1986,1989

SECOND DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88

SECOND DIVISION PREMIERSHIP WINNERS

1988, 1990 Runners Up, 1992

C L U B D I R E C T O R Y

Chairman

JAMES QUINN

Directors

JOHN CHADWICK

ROGER NORRIS

M I K E W I N T E R B O T T O M

T O M P A T T E R S O N

Executive Management

Chief Executive

JAMES QUINN

Chief Secretary

KAREN SCOTT

Media Marketing Manager

A B E K E R R

Commerciai Manager

RECORD VICTORY

63-0 VGoole, March 18th 1899 (Challenge Cup Rd I)

67-6 VLiverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD SCORE

70-10 VBramley, Feb 12th 1995 (Challenge Cup Rd 4)

67-6 VLiverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD ATTENDANCE

All Time 28,000 vHuddersfield, 4th Feb 1912

Last 20 years 11,254 vBradford Bulls, 9th March 1997

TBA

S e n i o r A c c o u n t a n t

PAUL TRAFFORD

Dental Surgeon

MR N. GIBBISON

Physiotherapist

MR N. HODGSON

Assistant Physiotherapist

MR J, WATKINS

Coach

T R I E S I N A S E A S O N

Reg Farrar 49 1921-22
T R I E S I N A C A R E E R

Alan Dav ies 174 1950-61

T R I E S I N A M A T C H

James Miller 7vBarry, Oct 31 st 1908
G O A L S I N A S E A S O N

Bernard Ganley 200 1957-58
G O A L S I N A C A R E E R

Bernard Ganley 1,358 1950-61
G O A L S I N A M A T C H

Bernard Ganley 14 vLiverpool City, April 4th 1959
P O I N T S I N A S E A S O N

Bernard Ganley 412 1957-58
P O I N T S I N A C A R E E R

Bernard Ganley 2,761 1950-61
P O I N T S I N A M A T C H

Abe Johnson 30 vWidnes (12 goals, 2tries), April 9th
1928

MOST APPEARANCES

Joe Ferguson 628 Sept 1899 -April 1923
M O S T C O N S E C U T I V E A P P E A R A N C E S

Joe Lawton 134 Sept 1897 -Nov 1902

TBA

Football Manager/Assistant Coach

TBA

Conditioner

ANDREW JACKSON

Alliance Coach

PADDY KIRWIN

Academy Manager

BRIAN GARTLAND

Club Doctor

DR AHMED

Official Time Keeper

MRJ. ROSCOE

Hon. Safety Officer

ROGER NORRIS

Programme Editor

A B E K E R R

Kit Manager

KEN SHAW
relevant to Oldham first class fixtures onlya l l t h e a b o v e r e c o r d s a



AMessage
F R O M T H E

CHAIRMAN

JIM QUINN

I
tis with very great pleasure that, on

behalf of the Oldham Bears board, I

welcome Leeds Rhinos to Boundary Park

today.

There have been many changes at

Headingley in the recent past and one has

to say that the new ownership and the

appointment of Gary Hetherington as
chief executive were moves that look to

have put the club on the right lines for
success.

Gary is one of the most experienced

operators in Super League and one can

reasonably expect to see Leeds playing a

major role in the forthcoming months and

years.

He did amagnificent job for rugby league

while with Sheffield Eagles and although

expectations at Headingley will be much

higher there is little doubt that he will be

and rectify the problems and Ihave no
doubt we would have been accused of

not facing up to difficult decisions at an
earlier date.

Those decisions having been made, we

feel we are now on the right track and
once Bob Lindner’s contractual

negotiations are complete and we have

applied for and acquired his work permit

he will be able to make amajor impaa on
the team and the club in his new role as

director of football.

We feel In the boardroom that we have

assembled asquad of players which is

more than capable of holding its own in

Super League and, needless to say, we

were greatly encouraged by the

performance against Halifex and Sheffield,

Luke Goodwin had atremendous game

against Halifex, when we lost with the last

kick of the game, and he also did well at
loose-forward in our 18-14 win at the

Don Valley Stadium last Sunday.

He was recommended to us by that well-

known Australian coach, Tim Sheens. He

is atalented, exciting player and we feel

sure he can work alongside Martin

Crompton and Francis Maloney to give
the team anew dimension on attack in

the middle of the field.

It is all amatter of trying to distribute the

burden of responsibility. After the Sheffield

game one or two players said they didn’t

feel as tired as they had done in previous

games and that could be because the

team had been trying to work to anew

plan in which the work load was more

evenly spread around.

Iwould just like to reiterate that the

decisions which have been made in the

past few weeks were made reluctantly

because It was felt they were in the best
interests of the club.

Let’s hope those decisions help the Bears

to climb away from the lower reaches of

Super League and put the club on course

to abright future.
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able to deliver.

We have also made changes within the

Bears coaching and managerial

departments. You all know by now that

Andy Goodway is no longer with us. We

wish Andy well in his future career and

sincerely hope that he

Quality colour print... Is able to fulfill his

ambitions within the

game.

There has been much

talk within rugby

league recently about

the number of Super

League coaches who

have parted company
with their clubs.

Ican only speak for

Oldham Bears, of

course, but we felt

the decision to

change direction had
to be made sooner

rather than later for

the good of the club,

and for no other

reason than that

There are only 22

games In Super

League. Had we

waited much longer

without any significant

changes in form and
results it would have

been too late to try

when you need it!

BROWNS
C O L O U R P R I N T E R S L I M I T E D

U n i t s 4 - 5 P e n n a n t S t r e e t O l d h a m

Tel : 0161 620 5547 Fax: 0161 620 5535

Jim Quinn
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DOWN MEMORY LANE

I DON YATES

Leeds produced asuperb brand of

open rugby which completely

overwhelmed the Perpignan based
o u t fi t . L e e d s w o n 3 1 - 5 a n d t h e

margin of victory would have been

much greater but for some rather

inaccurate goal kicking. As it was,

John Holmes and Barry Seabourne

landed agoal apiece to go alongside

tries from John Atkinson (4), John

Langley, Alan Smith, Ken Eyre, Barry

Seabourne and Bill Ramsey.

So Leeds were crowned European

Champions to go alongside their

other domestic honours, very soon

now they will be off to battle for

World honours on aglobal stage and

Iam sure that they will be amongst

the front runners as they attempt to

bring further glory to their

Headingley headquarters.

ithin the next three weeks,

half of our Super League

clubs, including Oldham and Leeds,

will be jetting off to Australia to

contest the opening phase of the

World Club Championship. It is an

exciting development of club

involvement in international

competition following earlier

attempts to launch the European

Club Championship and then the

World Club Challenge.

The concept of competitive
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c l u b m a t c h e s w a s fi r s t

i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e m i d fi f t i e s w h e n

Hal i fax and Hu l l met A Ib i and

Carcassonne in around robin

competition. Hull won that

competition which was not deemed a
success and so the tou rnamen t was

immediately disbanded. Some

thirteen years later the idea was

again raised when it was decided to

play just one match between the

respective Champions of Great

Britain and France.

Over in France, the Catalan XIII of

Perpignam were ruling the roost. In

May 1969 they defeated Villeneuve

14-8 in the French Cup Final and

two weeks later completed the

double when they beat St. Gaudens
12-11 in Toulouse to lift the French

Championship. They had nine

internationals in their squad and

reports indicated that they were

capable of giving the British

Champions more than arun for their

money.

The top club in Britain at that time
were Leeds. At the end of the 1968-

69 season they had won the League

Leaders Trophy for athird

consecutive season and had lost only

three matches during their

Championship winning campaign, the
c l imax o f wh i ch was t he 16 -14

defeat of Castleford in the final at

Odsal Stadium.

The European Club Championship

match was staged the following

November at Headingley and so

w
L e e d s w e r e f a v o u r i t e s t o w i n

especially as Catalan were without

two of their internationals, Guy

Bruzy and Jacques Cabero. The line¬

up for this historic match was as

follows: Leeds: John Holmes; Alan

Smith, John Langley, Bernard Watson,

John Atkinson; Mike Shoebottom,

Barry Seabourne; Ted Bernard,

George Shepherd, Ken Eyre, Albert

Eyre, Bill Ramsey and Ray Batten.

Substitutes, David Hick and Graham

Eccles.

Catalan: Prades; Charcos, Penaranda,

Claude Mantoulan, Michan; Jean

Capdouze, Andre Clerc; Francis Mas,

Raymond Rebujent, Paytavi, Ollet,

M i c h e l B a r d e s a n d H u m b e r t .

Substitutes, Courty and Pierre

Saboureau. Live television coverage
of the match reduced the attendance

to 5,145 but those who did watch

the match live were treated to afine

exhibition of rugby.
L e e d s w e r e t h e

b e t t e r s i d e

throughout although

at half-time they led

by only 14-5.
International stand¬

off Jean Capdouze
had scored the

French try which

was converted by

Penaranda. The multi

talented Claude

Mantoulan had

managed to keep the

Cata lans in

contention but the

writing was already

on the wall with

Leeds having crossed
f o r f ou r t r i es and t he

French defence

having all sorts of

problems attempting

to cope with the

Leeds threequarters.
A f u r t h e r fi v e t r i e s

were scored after

the interval when

Adamsons
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REPAIR

SPECIALIST

Approved repairers to all leading

insurance companies

C r o s s S t r e e t ● B o t t o m O ’ t h M o o r ●

O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

Tel : 0161 627 4001/0161 624 1904

24hr Recovery 0850 336390

●QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
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LAWRENCE

PERRINS

&SONS LIMITED

STEEL TRADING LTD

LONDON HOUSE

19A LONDON ROAD

STOCKTON HEATH

WARRINGTON

WA4 6SG

ESTABLISHED 1947

176, Oldham Road, Springhead
Oldham. OL4 5SJ

Telephone:  0161  624  1723
Fax: 0161 624 3798

TELEPHONE: 01915 60IIII

FAX: 01915 604000

NOBILE: 0836 600609
rj rj

EEL PARCELS AT

TRADE PRICES”ySYbTfJVJSrjj J

LOCALLY

MANUFACTURED

RADIAL FIT

COUPLING BOLTS

FOR MARINE

AND POWER

INDUSTRIES

WORLDWIDE

CASH BONANZA

PROMOTIONS

presents

FRIDAY 18th APRIL

7.30pm

T H E T O M M Y F I E L D P U B

&Potato Pie Night

Special Guest Appearances

TICKETS £1 on the night

Be part of the club ...

find out how you can also
earn some extra cash!

Pilgrim International Ltd,

Ripponden Road, Oldham, England. OLl 4SB.
Tel : 0161-624 8003 Fax: 0161-626 4943



ACADEMY NEWS
BRIAN GARTLAND

ince my last notes the Academy

team have played in two more

league games. The first one was away

to Keighley Cougars which they won

by 70-10, they played some quality

rugby and defended well but to be

fair the opposition was poor. We had

anew winger from the Leigh Miners

club playing his first game for the

Academy and he showed some great

speed which is something we’ve been

lacking in the wing position, watch

out for this lad, think you will hear a

l o t m o r e a b o u t h i m - t h e n a m e K e i t h

McIntosh. Onto our second game

and this again was away to Sheffield

Eagles, which we drew 14-14. Iwas

s
very disappointed with this result

because we crossed the line and

failed to ground the ball correctly,

then Simon Suabic our stand off,

missed apenalty from in front of the

posts, Simon did however make up

for it by scoring the try that got us

the draw.

Ben Simpson our young signing from

Rochda le made h is fu l l debut fo r the

Academy and acquitted himself well

for a16 year old. He is afine

prospect. Darren Robinson our

young scrum half from Leeds got his

name on the score sheet and also

made one o f ou r o the r t r i e s . We l l

done Darren.

Enjoy the match
in comfort!

●Private Box

● B a r F a c i l i t i e s

Before and after the match

●3Course Meal

●Half-time Tea /Coffee

●Match Programme

●The ideal gift for

Birthdays and
A n n i v e r s a r i e s a n d o t h e r

special occasions

Book now for the Salford Reds

game, 26th May 1997-£35

per person. Contact Jacquie

Clayton

T H E B E A R FA C T S
A B E K E R R

Part II of the weekly look behind thescenes at the Oldham Bears with

marketing manager Abe Kerr.

What adifference awin makes! Our

grave disappointment at losing 30-29 to

Halifex in the last minute was largely

forgotten after the final whistle at

Sheffield on IIth May. The first half in

that match was the best attacking

display of the season so far. Luke

Goodwin provided an extra attacking

option at loose forward, serving to take

pressure off Crompton and Maloney

and disrupted Phil Larders pre-match

game plan.

Although our current Super League

reco rd i s amodes t 2w ins f rom 9

matches, last Sunday’s victory was

crucial, especially as bottom club

Castleford have yet to win amatch and

have played agame more than us. At

the time of writing only one side is to

be relegated, although this could always

change!

and Jason Temu out. This will result In

Bob Linder having to dramatically re-gig

his pack options. The unfortunate

element is that the Leeds front row

(with Masalla and Oldham old boy

McDermott) were the danger men

against Salford last Sunday.

Player Promotion News

New coaching supremo. Bob Lindner

and Ihave devised apolicy to evenly

distribute player appearances around

the squad. It is proposed that every

player is involved in at least ten

presentations/promotions over the

coming few months. The players profile

and that of the bear, will increase as we

approach the Australian matches.

Watch out for them in your area!

Treatment News

Gradually the injury list is easing. For

the last home match the problem

position was centre. For this fixture the

front row is aworry with Ian Gildart

7



STATISTICALLY SPEAKING

DON YATES

aking their first every visit to

Boundary Park this afternoon

are Leeds, one of the founder

members of the league and aclub

who will be meeting Oldham for the

129 th occas i on . O ldham have won

53 of the previous 128 matches with

Leeds winning 70 and five drawns.

One hundred and ten of those

matches have been league

e n c o u n t e r s , o f w h i c h O l d h a m h a v e

won 46, Leeds 59 and five drawn.

One has to go back almost 86 years,

to September 1911, for Oldham’s

biggest home win over Leeds. On

that occasion Oldham won aleague

match 27-9 with wingers George

Smith crossing for four tries. In April

1929 Oldham pulled off their

biggest win at Headingley when

they again won aleague match,

this time by 26-8. Leeds’ best

results against Oldham are of a

more recent vintage. In January

1 9 7 1 t h e L o i n e r s k n o c k e d

Oldham out of the Challenge

Cup with a49-2 victory at

Headingley in which they crossed

f o r e l even t r i e s . I n Oc tobe r 1995

Leeds scored the i r bes t w in a t

Watersheddings when they won an

entertaining league encounter 43-14.

D e t a i l s o f L e e d s ’ l a s t v i s i t t o O l d h a m

Saturday 13th April 1996

Super League

At Watersheddings
R e s u l t s o f

O l d h a m 2 5 L e e d s 1 6 O l d h a m v L e e d s

matches during the past ten seasons,

(all league matches)Half-time 17-10; Attendance 3,350

Oldham Paul Atcheson, Andy Patmore, Martin Crompton (2)

Francis Maloney (4)

Martin Crompton

tries

goals

field goal

1987-88

1988-89

did not meet

O idham 22 Leeds 28

L e e d s 4 8 O l d h a m 4

1989-90

1990-91

did not meet
Leeds Jim Fallon, Kevin Iro (2)

Graham Holdroyd (2)

tries

goals
Oldham 32 Leeds 22

Leeds 28 O ldham 12

Oldham: Paul Atcheson; Afi Leuila, Andy Patmore, Darren Abram, Adrian

Belle; Francis Maloney, Martin Crompton; Ian Gildart, John Clarke,

Jason Temu, Gary Lord, Matt Munro and Howard Hill.

Substitutes: David Bardbury, Paul Topping, Joe Faimalo and Tony Nuttall.

1991-92

1992-93

1993-94

did not meet

did not meet

O ldham 21 Leeds 6

Leeds 40 O ldham 22

Oldham 14 Leeds 21

Leeds 40 O ldham 20

Oldham 14 Leeds 43

Leeds 28 O ldham 26

O ldham 25 Leeds 16

Leeds 26 O ldham 28

Leeds 32 O ldham 22

1994-95

Anthony Gibbons; Jim Fallon, Kevin Iro, Phil Hassan, Paul Gledhill;

Francis Cummins, Graham Holdroyd; Harvey Howard, Mick Shaw,

Nick Fozzard, Adrian Moriey, George Mann and Gary Mercer.

Substitutes; David Gibbons, Marvin Golden, Barrie McDermott and Matt

Schuitz,

Leeds:

1995-96

1996

1997
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FREE for one week

The Times and

The Sunday Times
iTlMESTHE H
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■to stand against
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CooklakMTor,

Plus your chance to see the
World Club final in Sydney (see over)

The Times and

The Sunday Times
FREE for one week

990 263 00031

P u b l i s h e r I D N o : N 0 0 6 1 4

Present this voucher your newsagent before Saturday July 26th, 1997, and you will be entitled to receive 6consecutive copies of
The Times and one copy of The Sunday Times Free. This offer applies in the UK only and cannot be used with any other offer

and is valid for papers taken until Sunday August 3rd, 1997. This voucher will also act as your entry into the prize draw for

the chance to win atwo week holiday for two to see the World Club final in Sydney.



Win atrip to see the
Rugby World Club

final in Sydney

'SP*;

The prize includes two tickets to the World Club
Championship final on October 18, and £500

By taking up our offer of The Times and The

Sunday Times FREE for one week you will
automatically be entered into our prize draw* with spending money. Normal Times Newspapers Ltd
the chance to win a14-night holiday for two in

Sydney with flights and full board in atop hotel.
‘No purchase necessary. You can still enter the draw by sending your name and address on apostcard to:

Rugby Competition, TNL Competitions Dept, 1, Virginia Street, London El 9BD. Entries must be received by first post Monday August 18th, 1997.

competition rules apply, available on request.

The winner will be notified by post.

:r
Ir1

T H E T I M E S A N D T H E S U N D AY T I M E S F R E E F O R O N E W E E K
I;i

(
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other

Address

Initials Surname,

Postcode

TO THE NEWSAGENT: Thank you for accepting this voucher as
full payment for 6consecutive copies of The Times and one copy of
The Sunday Times. Return this voucher to your News International
wholesaler or handling agent within seven days of receipt. On
presentation of this voucher you will receive atotal credit of E3
representing the cover price of one week of The Sunday Times (£1)
and one week of The Times (£2). You will also receive one handling
allowance of 1p. This voucher is valid for newspapers taken before
Sunday August 3rd, 1997. It cannot be used with any other offer.

Newsagent

Address 

Daytime tel

It would help us if you answered these questions;
Which one of the following age groups do you fall into? (Please tick box)
a15-24 a25-34 Q35-44 a45-54 a55-64 a65-t

Which national daily newspaper(s) do you buy regularly (4-6 copies) each week?

id

Which national daily newspaper(s) do you buy occasionally (3 copies or less)?

Which national Sunday newspaper(s) do you buy regularly (24 copies amonth)?

If you would prefer not to receive information and offers from
organisations carefully selected by TNL, please tick ]Nl Box No :



AUSTRAIIAN SUPER LEABUE RUUNR UP
From Dave Hadfield, the Independent's Rugby League Correspondent

u e e n s l a n d ’ s n e w w a v e

of representative

players came of age

as Super League’s
n e w T r i - S e r i e s t o o k

abig stride towards public

acceptance in Auckland.

The Maroons, whose record in

the ARL’s State of Origin

throughout the 80s and early

90s in asource of fierce pride

north of the border, had been

thrashed by New South Wales

in the inaugural match of the

newly-established Super League

equivalent.

Worse than tha t , the c rowds d id

not roll up in State of Origin

numbers and the game was

generally reckoned to lack the

passion and atmosphere of its

predecessors.

Wel l , E r i csson S tad ium wasn ’ t

f u l l f o r N e w Z e a l a n d ’ s c l a s h w i t h

Queensland last weekend, but a

respectable crowd saw areal

belter, with the Queenslanders

scoring two late tries to make a

26-1 2victory look alot more
comfortable than it was.

O n e o f t h e i r e a r l i e r t o u c h d o w n s

came f rom Ton ie Car ro l l , the

B r i s b a n e B r o n c o s c e n t r e w h o

was, ironically, born in New

Zealand. He had astrong match

to suggest that he could force

his way into the reckoning for

Australia’s trip to England this
autumn.

A n o t h e r r e l a t i v e n e w c o m e r t o

show up well was Mat Rogers -

son of the legendary Steve

Rogers -who scored atry and

kicked three goals.

But perhaps the stand-out

performer of the whole show

was Allan Langer -aplayer

whose name is synonymous

with Queensland football. His

display at scrum-half underlined
h i s d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o b e i n t h e

forefront of Australian coach

Jim Lang’s mind, despite the

current form of his long -time

rival for the role, Ricky Stuart.

One Queenslander conspicuous

by his absence in Auckland was

Julian O’Neill, the gifted but

wayward fu l l - back who was

sacked by the Western Reds

recently. O’Neill had already

been shown the door by the

Brisbane Broncos -apart from a

few escapades whilst in England
w i t h W i d n e s a n d L o n d o n - a n d

the Reds decided that they had

also had enough, after astring
o f i n c i d e n t s d e s c r i b e d a s

alcohol-related”.

It looks as though O’Neill -not
to be confused with the St

Helens prop of the same name -

will struggle to find arole with

another Super League Club,

although there is arumour that
an ARL outfit

might take the
risk. In

in this series by the one-time

Kent Invicta (remember them?)

player Graeme Norton, there

was much good that they could

take out. of the game, with only

the national inability to sustain

the necessary intensity for the

full SOminutes catching them

out in the Final reckoning.

In the only club game of asplit

round, the Canterbury Bulldogs

-coached by former Halifax

boss Chris Anderson -kept their

hopes of ahigh finish alive by

beating the Hunter Mariners

48-36, in ahigh scoring try-fast

reminiscent of many that we
saw in Britain last season.

U

Auckland,

he was

replaced

by
another

young

Bronco,

Darren

Lockyer,
who did

nothing

wrong and
underlined

h i s r i c h

potential.

A s f o r N e w

Zealand,

coached

II





IN ALEAGUE OF OUR OWN

\
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AMTRAK- THE EXPRESS DELIVERY SPECIALISTS
When you need afast reliable delivery you can be certain Amtrak will deliver your goods in pristine condition, on

time -everytime. Quality is our obsession and you can rest assured that we will use our advanced tracking

system to carefully monitor your consignment as it passes through our nationwide network.

For your time critical deliveries, our range of timed service options will meet those deadlines with delivery

before 9.00am, 10.00am or noon -you choose. Whatever the service, you only pay for the speed that you need.

And when you need to send parcels abroad you will find our AIRTRAK international express service

delivers to the four corners of the globe. You'll find our service is worldwide and worldclass.

For further details or an immediate collection call

0800 71 71 77

^xptea J^atceU.



1W0 TIMER -J
By Chris Irvine, Rugby League Correspondent, The Times

As the Rugby Union season

extends year by year (the

old-age problem of too many

games and insufficient

spectator interest
is being

ignored in

Union,

that Bedford were involved

in the Courage League play¬

offs, Offiah would have been
b a c k s o o n e r t h a n

planned

The weekend he should have

b e e n b a c k a t T h r u m H a l l i n

H a l i f a x B l u e S o x c o l o u r s f o r

the visit of Wigan Warriors,

John Bentley finds himself off
to South Africa with the

British Lions Rugby Union

tour party, the one still

committed Rugby League

player in asix-strong League

contingent. An odd scenario,

indeed, which Hali fax have

simply had to grin and
bear.

Whatever the rights ^j||[M
and wrongs of the

situation, in which

H a l i f a x fi n d

themselves

depr ived o f the i r '

star winger for

another couple of
months, there is no

denying Bentley his bit

of history. He will be back
i n t i m e f o r t h e s e c o n d t r a n c e

ofWorld Club Championship

group games, the only

question being, in what

physical state?
Bentley, like Martin Offiah,

whose loyalties are split
between London Broncos

and Bedford, is now adual¬

coder, whose time is, or was

supposed to be, divided two-
t h i r d s b e t w e e n N e w c a s t l e

and athird with Halifax, i.e.

May, June, July and most of

August. He will probably

now only fit in seven or eight

games for Halifax before he
r e t u r n s t o s t a r t a s e c o n d

Union season at Newcastle.

Agood deal, or araw deal?

●:S.

U-
4

■■

■

f o r t h e

Broncos

this

weekend.

As far as Wigan
are concerned,

they will not be

going down the
r u i n o u s r o a d

again of

loaning their

star players to

Union. Wigan
coach Eric

Hughes put it

b lun t l y recen t l y :

Both Gary

onnolly and Henry

il brought back

es from playing

while Inga

ila (another with

castle) and Jason
obinson both

ooked jaded when

they got back to

too),
the less

time those

players like

Bentley
and OffiaJ^
who are * ■

more

Union than

League-
owned, will

have to

devote to

Super

League.
Were it

not for

the fact



DHN BENTLEY
Nations, I've found it quite

stop-start. We'd be playing
one week, then we'd have

nothing for three or four

weeks. It's been nothing like

the intensity of competition

in Super League week in ,
w e e k o u t .

"As long as I'm fit, Idon't

foresee too many problems

slotting back in at Halifax
a f t e r t h e L i o n s t o u r . I ' m

looking forward to it and the
World Club Championship

matches and getting back to
T h r u m H a l l . B e l i e v e i t o r

not, Ireally miss the old

place."

Central Park. Players should

decide which game they are

going to play."
In the case of Scott Gibbs,

another of the Rugby League
Lions in South Africa, we

could yet seem him back in

Super League next summer
a t S t . H e l e n s . G i b b s w i l l

always be known as the

Union Player who turned his

car round on amotorway on

his way to sign professional
f o r m s a n d l a t e r d i d t h e

"dirty" on the Welsh Rugby

Union by signing with Saints.
TheWRU could be said to

have got its own back by

pulling the plug on his plan

to play for Saints in the

Challenge Cup final. But

even before League
s w i t c h e d t o s u m m e r a n d

Union went professional,

Gibbs, apioneering

professional rugby spirit,

talked of playing both games,

yeai^round.

As someone who plays the

two for aliving, Bentley

talks, especially, of missing

League after awinter

devoted to getting

Newcastle into the top flight

next season. "You could say

that the nearest I'll get to

experiencing Rugby League,

without actually playing it,
will be in South Africa,

because of the physical
nature of Union there and

the speed at Which they play

the game.
" T h e L i o n s t o u r w a s t h e

furthest thing from my mind

when Iwent to Newcastle.

Mentally, Iwas all prepared

to come back into Super

League when Newcastle's

league and cup
c o m m i t m e n t s w e r e o v e r .

The people there have been

good to me, but Ido miss

the League crowds, their

vocal nature and the great

desire they have.
" I t w a s s o m e h o w e a s i e r

slipping back into League
than it was starting back

again in Union after so many

years. Being with Great
B r i t a i n i n t h e W o r l d N i n e s i n

Australia was agreat

experience. I've had

to learn to temper J j M
myself in Union. Yes,

it is frustrating

sometimes only

receiving two or

three passes in a

game on the

wings, whereas

in League you
can involve

yourself
much more.

People have

t h e i r d o u b t s

about playing

two games

yeai^round,

but at

Newcastle

this season.

I've not

exactly been
flat out.

Because of

the weather

and the Five

i^

V

II
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JUNIOR

BEARS

Hella there you Junior
Bears, Buster here...
Iam writing these notes after

hearing the score from Sheffield
Eagles what awin that at was ‘Well
d o n e ” t o t h e B e a r s .

match. Each sheet completed must
have your name, membership
number, clearly visible and each

page must be numbered so that

they are read in the correct order.

Closing date is Wednesday 21st N\ay
Entries to be sent to:

Junior Bears
P O B o x I 1 7

OLDHAM

OL2 6FB

Awarm welcome is also extended

to our visitors today, all players
supporters and officials of the Leeds

Rhino’s, can anyone see Ronnie
here...

Welcome to our Mascot for the

day who is nine years old Emma
Brocklebank.

E m m a t r a v e l s f r o m M i r fi e l d i n W e s t

Yo r k s h i r e t o w a t c h t h e B e a r s a n d

her favourite player is Paul
Atcheson.

She attends Battyford Primary

School and as well as watching her
favourite team play, Emma also

enjoys swimming and playing the
trombone.

Programme competition winners
where:

Samantha Brown who told us that

Jason Temu was the bears player to

have abirthday on April 17 and the
teaser we set in the HAlifax match

well no one decided to write in for

that one, but the answers were:

QI. Who is the youngest ever

player to play at Wembley in a
Challenge Cup final? Robbie Paul
Q2. Which 2team,s contested the

final? Bradford Bulls and St Helens

Congratulations are in order for
our banner competition winner

Emma Brocklebank and avery
special mention to the two other
noteworthy banners of Dawn Reed

and Frances Scholes Ireally enjoyed
looking at them and lets hope every
v i s i t o r t o B e a r H o u s e t a k e s a l o o k

at them as they are on display in the

foyer there.
Junior Bear Birthdays!!

2"‘‘ Bethan Kinder

4* Andrew Goodwin, Andrea Hill

7"^ Lawrence Rafferty
8“’ Ryan Dutson

10* Jordan Massey, Shelly Marsden
1 2 * A d a m L e e s e

14* Craig Bevan
16* Jonathan Hibbert
17* Rachael Butt, Rhona Kirwan,

Mark Nulty
21" Andrew Cheetham, Philip

Timmins, Daniel James Wood
22 " ' “ Dawn Reed

2 3 " ‘ ‘ L u c a s H e n d e r s o n

25* Patrick Toft, Andrew Yates

Don’t forget the reporting
competition for junior Bears aged 9

and over. If you didn’t manage to
get to Sheffield to produce amatch

report then today is your chance to
write it. Arun through of the rules,

250 words or less, names of try and
goal scorers and a

summary of

Th is weeks tease r i s?

Which Oldham Bears player is
nicknamed Crunch? Answers on a

postcard to:
Junior Bears
P O B o x I 1 7

OLDHAM

OL2 6FB

To reach us by Monday 26th May.
T h e w i n n e r w i l l r e c e i v e t h e i r

prize at the next Junior Bears

meeting.

the

●»
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OLDHAM

BEARS

MERCHANDISE

ĴASON TEMU, JOE FAIMALO, HOWARD
HILL, ANDREW PATMORE, AFFI LEUILA.

P R I C E L I S T

Replica Home Shirts

Babys
Childrens

Adults

24.99

29.99

38.99

Replica Shorts
Childrens

Adults

12.99

15.99

Tee Shi r ts

from 6.99 -11.99

Sweatshirts

from 18.00 -19.99

Jackets
from 34.99 -39.99

Polo Shirts 15.99

Mini Rugby Balls 4.50

9.00Large Rugby Balls

Scarfs 5.00

B r o n x H a t s 6.75

MuchBadges 1.50

more in
3.00Key Rings store

Town Square1.00Pens

(opposite TJHughes)

0161 624 9615
18



RUGBY LEAGUE

PROGRAMME

NOTES

M A L C O L M L O R D

people shouting their defiance

and pleading in some cases that

whatever happens -politics and

t e r r o r i s m m u s t n e v e r b e

a l l ow ed t o i n fi l t r a t e o r i n t e r f e re

with any sporting occasion.

Finally, what about the man who

found himself behind John

Major’s campaign bus acouple

of days before the general

election, he noticed asticker

which bore the words -“my

o t h e r c a r i s a r e m o v a l v a n ! ”

M a l c o l m L o r d

BBC, GMR.

all matches, and especially finals.

H o n e s t m i s t a k e s a r e m a d e

w h i c h c a n n o t a f t e r w a r d s b e

rectified and could cost clubs

and players alike thousands of

pounds. Iknow it would be very

expensive but it is adefinite goal

to aim for, and as soon as

possible.

The other thing is the

atmosphere on the day, I

thought the whole event was a

bit special to say the least.

Iwas most pleased that the day

went ahead almost on time,

following the earlier security

alert. It was superb to hear

was absolutely ‘over the moon’

to see Tommy Martyn win the

Lance Todd trophy at Wembley

l as t week . The man is abr i l l i an t

player, agentleman, agreat

ambassador for the sport and

after many set backs with

injuries he thoroughly deserves

the accolade.

As for the game itself, I

personally did not think it was

anywhere near as good as last

years -but Ido think the best

team won on the day.

Two things that do stick in the

mind are that we must strive to

get the use of the big screen at

I

on CLOSED CIRCUIT

TELEVISION

SPECIALISTSU

Cd

un Unit G1

Brookside Business Park,

Greengate,
Middleton, Manchester.

M24 1GS

Telephone

0161-654 7449

Facsimile

0161-624 3333

●●*1

0891 44 OOWO^
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O L D H A M N I S S A N
Drive into the

WITH

O L D H A M N I S S A N

JUllfflllHMIliliil

o

NISSAN
YEARS

OR

60.000MILES

=3=
f

▲

ST. iUlARY'S WAY, OLDHAAA. TEL: 0161 628 6200
OPEN AAON-FR 8-7 SAT S-5 SUN -11-5

NEIL GIBBISON
B.D.S., V.U. Mane.

Dental Surgeon

36 Oldham Road Uppermill Oldham OL3 6HV

Telephone: Saddleworth (0I457) 872108



W O R L D C L U B C H A M P I O N S H I P S
Come along and see

I

At Boundary Park
Friday 18th July -North Queensland Cowboys

Friday 25th July -Adelaide Rams

For further details ring

(

TANFIELD (oidham) LIMITED
&

OLDHAM Rugby League Club

working together in the Superleague
TANFIELD (Oldham) Limited

125 Chamber Road,

Oldham,

Lancashire

OL8 lAA

Tel :OI6 l -633 4872

0I6I-627 0435

Fax; 0I6I-627 0448

w
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DEVELOPMENT

NEWS

in association with the

DAILY MIRROR

The Oldham Schools Renault CupCompetition are nearing the final

willl be glad of your assistance.

This is the lifeblood of our game, this

is where Super League players are put

on the first step of the ladder. The

first trials were agreat success for

the Greater Manchester Youth games

with plenty of boys at all age levels

turning out. The girls teams are abit

thin on the ground, but Iam sure we

will round some more up in time for

the games. Any girls interested please

come forward on Thursday nights at

Hathershawe at 6pm.

Thanks to Waterhead, St Annes,

Shaw Tigers and St Edwards girls

teams for helping to make the fun day

agreat success at Crompton Park

MONARCH
METALS

stages and congratulations are in
orde r fo r ou r fi rs t fina l i s t s a t under

16’s. This promises to be agreat

game between Saddleworth and St

Augustines. The final will take place at

the Oldham Rugby Union ground on

Thursday 13th May. Good luck to

b o t h t e a m s a n d t h a n k s t o O l d h a m

Rugby Union for the facilities on

Wednesday evenings for 6weeks

starting on 14th May we are starting

the Mini League Programme again and

we are hoping for agood turn out

from all the youth sections. If you

want to be any part of this please go

along and ask any of the coaches, do

they need any help, Iam sure they

BUYERS OF INDUSTRIAL CABLE,

SWITCHGEAR, MOTORS

&NON-FERROUS METALS,

WORKS CLEARANCES

0161 665 1819
UNIT 17, MONARCH MILL,

JONES STREET,

ROnON, OLDHAM 0L2 5AH
BGartland

Another great signing
f o r O l d h a m B e a r s

Oldham Bears have made another great signing.

The Co-operative Bank has joined the team, ready and willing

to help them reach their goal. It’s sure to be agreat season!

For all your Business needs call 0345 215215.

For all your Personal Banking needs call 0345 212212.

The COPERATIVE BANK

The Co-operative Bank p.l.c., 1Balloon Street, P.O. Box ICl, Manchester M60 4KR

24



To ‘Score ’ wi th your

Financial Planning -

Why not give

aTry?

FRIENDS^PROVIDENT
Your First Call for Financial Advice

We can give you professional Financial Advice in the
following areas:

*Funding for Private and Further Education
*Retirement Planning
*Life Assurance

*Inheritance Tax Planning
*Income Protection

*Mortgage Repayment

*Savings and Investment Planning

For further information ring Sara Springer on:

01923 240487

F r i e n d s P r o v i d e n t F i r s t C a l l L i m i t e d

R E P R E S E N TAT I V E O N LY O F T H E F R I E N D S P R O V I D E N T M A R K E T I N G G R O U P,

W H I C H I S R E G U L AT E D B Y T H E P E R S O N A L I N V E S T M E N T A U T H O R I T Y,

FOR LIFE ASSURANCE, PENSION AND UNIT TRUST BUSINESS

Turnberry, The Belfry, Colonial Way, Watford WD2 4FP



Chamorin -will continue to

h a v e l i t t l e i n t e r e s t f o r t h e

average British or French

fan, whatever the team's

T h e To r i e s f a i l e d t o a d d r e s s

the question, New Labour

have yet to come to terms

with the problem. But

Rugby League, whatever the

outlook in Europe, must

maintain its presence across
the Channel.

A n d P a r i s m u s t b e h a n d e d

b a c k t o t h e F r e n c h !

The removal of Aussie coach

Peter Mulholland, following

the fledgling club's poor

performances in Super

League this season, can,

surely, only be viewed as a
s h o r t t e r m s o l u t i o n t o t h e

c a u s e s o f P a r i s ' c o n t i n u e d

inability to match the British
teams. For, if we are to have

aEuropean extension as one

of the attractions of Super
League then it must be

genuinely European.
Last season, the flair and

attacking skills of Frederic

Banquet, Pierre Chamorin,

Didier Cabestany, Patrick
Entat, and Pascal Bomati

illuminated the Super

League wherever they

played. Though, because of

their defensive naivities, they

only scraped together five

league points all season,

their presence both in

Patrick Entat -aplayer with great

Pair and attacking skill

performances. We must give

Paris back to France, as soon

as possible, or risk losing all

and up to half amillion

pounds per season on this

French Folly.

Neither in Wigan or Paris,

w h a t e v e r t h e p e r f o r m a n c e .

UBERn, EGALI
I

Ray French,

BBC Rugby League
Correspondent

Britain and at their superb

Charlety Stadium, attracted

heal thy a t tendances.

The current squad of players,

consisting of up to two

dozen Australian players and

acouple of token Frenchmen
-Fabien Devecchi and

will an essentially Aussie

team, consisting of players

not good enough to get a
start in Super League Down

Under, excite interest or

succeed in the long term.
And, nearer home, the

French must, occasionally.
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r e t u r n t o t h e i r r o o t s a n d t h e

very heartlands of Rugby

League in the South, around

Toulouse, Perp ignan, Av ignon,
and Carcassonne.

I s t h e r e n o t a c a s e f o r

allowing Paris the luxury of a

five years stay in the Super

League, free from the fears

of relegation, in an effort to

help them develop into a
true French force? Should

we not consider playing

perhaps half adozen
m a t c h e s b e f o r e t h e f a n a t i c a l

French league supporters in
the South West, as ameans

of encouraging France's own

domestic leagues to provide
t a l e n t f o r t h e P a r i s o u t fi t ?

Should we not import just

three of four top Aussie,

Kiwi, or British players
w h o w h o s e s t a n d a r d s a n d

skills are such that they

would prove an attractive
both In France and here in

Britain? What Peter

Sterling, Brett Kenny, and

Mai Meninga did for Hull,

Wigan, and St Helens in the

Eighties their like could do
f o r P a r i s i n t h e N i n e t i e s .

What of the grandiose
s c h e m e s f o r F r e n c h t e a m s

like VMIeneuve, St. Esteve, or

better spent than that on

keeping two dozen
A u s t r a l i a n s a n d t h e i r

F a m i l i e s i n h o t e l s i n P a r i s ?

The great stars of the pasi

-Puig Aubert, Jean

Dop, Claude
Montoulan,

counterparts in France today.
B u t w e w i l l n e v e r s e e t h e m

and we, in Britain, will never

embrace atruly vibrant

European Superleague
until Paris, and

France, claims

the French.

One of Paris’ token

Frenchmen -Pierre

Chamorin

Gilbert

Benausse,

Max

Rousie -

must have

their

E
the Catalan XIII to be

i n t r o d u c e d t o o u r D i v i s i o n

One, again in an effort to

help talented French

youngsters develop and

progress to the Super League
with Paris? Surely money

spent in this direction is
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For details of your nearest Land Rover dealer

call Freephone 100 Land Rover. Fax to: 0181 849 3099

Land Rover, Freepost TK 494. Twickenham TW2 SUN.
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STAT
TOPTEN ALL-TIME

TRY CHART

I Brian Bevan

Billy Boston

Alf Ellaby
E r i c B a t t e n

Lionel Cooper
Martin Offiah

Ellery Hanley

Johnny Ring
Clive Sullivan

John Atkinson

796

2 571

3 446

4 443

5 441

6 429

7 428

8 415

9 406

10 401

ASTON
Raymond Fletcher, Co-author of the Rothmans

Rugby League Yearbook ON HIS OWN
Mark Aston of Sheffield Eagles is the

only player to have scored in every

round of Stones Super League this

season.The Half-back kept up his

record with asingle goal in

Sheffield’s 14-18 defeat against

Oldham Bears last Sunday, giving

him atotal of 64 points in nine
matches.

In fact, Aston has fai led to score in

only one Sheffield match since the

start of Super League last year and

his pointscoring run now covers 22

League matches.

TRIPLE TRY CENTURY
GEHING HARPER
Shaun Edwartjs recently

became the 28th player in the

game’s 102-year history to

r e a c h a c a r e e r t o t a l o f 3 0 0 t r i e s .

And with fewer games now

being played it is unlikely many

m o r e n a m e s w i l l b e a d d e d t o

the list.

T h e L o n d o n B r o n c o s a n d

former Wigan star is one of only

three current British-based

players to have scored atriple

century. Club colleague Martin

O f fi a h i s s i x t h i n t h e a l l - t i m e l i s t

with 429 and Huddersfield

Giants’ Garry Schofield has

moved up afew notches this

season to 21 st with 316 tries,

none has ahope of overtaking

Australian winger Brian Bevan

the greatest tryscorer of them

a l l . B e v i s i n a c l a s s o f h i s o w n

with atotal of 796 scored

mostly with Warrington in 19

years from 1945.

Billy Boston’s second place is

also safe after the former Wigan

and Wales winger piled up 571

i n t h e I 9 5 0 ’ s a n d I 9 6 0 ’ s . B u t

Offiah could reach third spot

and become the top tryscoring

Englishman of all time.The

target to beat is the 446 by St.

Helens legend Alf Ellaby

between 1926 and 1939

QUIZ

Player involved in record

teenage transfer?

2. Warrington’s last English

coach?

3 . W h e t u ’ s s u r n a m e ?

Kicked record 1,241 goals

f o r S a l f o r d ?

5. Made record eight Britain

Under-21 appearances?

6. London/Fulham’s only

British Test selection?

7 . O l d h a m ’ s 1 9 9 6 B r i t i s h

Lion?

8. Last hooker to captain

Great Britain?

9 . H a l i f a x ’ s 1 9 9 6 S c o t l a n d

international?

10. Top Super League 1996

goal kicker?

I.

4.
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Steve McNamara

tops points chart

T h e B r a d f o r d B u l l s c r o w d b o o m

c o n t i n u e s . A w e e k a f t e r

Bradford’s Wembley

disappointment against St.

Helens their biggest home

league crowd for over 40 years

saw them gain a38-18 Stones

Super League revenge last

Sunday.The 18,387 attendance

w a s a m a s s i v e i n c r e a s e o n t h e

I1,467 at the corresponding

fixture last season.

The Bulls have averaged 15,426

t h i s s e a s o n a n d l o o k s e t t o

smash the top league average of

14,561 set by Wigan in the old

Division One 1993-94 season.

NORTHEY MAKES
POINTS

Andy Northey must be setting
Steve McNamara (Bradford B.) 103

Andrew Farrell (Wigan)

Mark Aston (Sheffield Eagles)

Martin Pearson (Halifax BS)

Bobbie Goulding (St Helens)

Steve Blakeley (Salford Reds)

Terry Matterson (London B.)

Francis Maloney (Oldham B.)

lestyn Harris (Leeds)

Nigel Vagana (Warrington W.)

some sort of substitute record.
65

He has played in all 14 Cup and
64

League matches for St Helens
64

this season -but has yet to be in
63

the starting line-up!
61

I t ’ s a l l a b i t d i f f e r e n t f r o m l a s t

58
season when Northey began at

Andy Northey - 54loose forward in nine of the

taking aknock from

London’s Tony Mestrov
51S a i n t s ’ fi r s t 1 0 m a t c h e s a n d

scored five tries. 48

S U P E R L E A G U E L E A D I N G S C O R E R S A N S W E R S T O Q U I Z

I. Nigel Wright -Wakefield

to Wigan £140,000

2.Tony Barrow

3. Taewa (Sheffield Eagles)

4. David Watkins

5. Paul Newlove

6. John Dalgreen (1982)

7. David Bradbury

8. David Watkinson (1986)

9. Martin Ketteridge

10. Bobbie Goulding

GOALS (inc drop goals)

Steve McNamara (Bradford)

Bobbie Goulding (St Helens)

Andrew Farrell (Wigan)

Mark Aston Sheffield)

Steve Blakely (Salford)

Terry Matterson (London)

Francis Maloney (Oldham)

lestyn Harris (Leeds)

Martin Pearson (Halifax)

Lee Briers (Warrington)

TRIES

Nigel Vagana (Warrington)

Alan Hunte (St Helens)

Paul Sterling (Leeds)

Robbie Paul (Bradford)

Karle Hammond (St Helens)

Richard Henare (Warrington)

Jamie Olejnik (Paris)

Francis Cummins (Leeds)

Tommy Martyn (St Helens)

12 42

9 30

299

7 28

7 27

237

227

227

7 22

21
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

BITTER-

COMMENTARY
White turns Gold in April
London Broncos' Josh White has literally turned to gold having

clinched Upril's Stones Gold Award.

IK/I YForward
by Joe Lydon,

Josh, 26, formerly of Australian rugby league team lllawarra

stamped his authority on the

Stones Super League notching
iS!?SS

up four tries in excellent
to have Non-Test Internationals because it is through that route that the

sport eventually hopes to bring Wales back into the foW..(although this

time on amore lashng basis) as well as ensuring that other developing

nafions can enjoy worthwhile competition at the appropriate level.

There is only one way to find out if aplayer or coach for that matter,
can survive the transition from the comfortabie and familiar cocoon of

club rugby into the demanding world of the representative game, and

that is to test him at ahigher level.'

performances against Salford

Reds, Oldham Bears, Leeds
■ «»

Rhinos and league leaders

Technica l Di rector

The Rugby Football Leagueother contenders acclaimed for

their performances in April

included Wigan's Andy Farreli
The importance of international competition has not been lost within

Rugby league and that is why we are keen to maintain alevel of

competition below that of full Super league Test status. Also if apotential player in adeveloping nation has the goal to represent

and be capped for his country it may well swing his

decision to take up, or stay with the game of Rugby

and Graham Bradley from

Bradford, The panel, made up

from experts from all areas of

the game, agreed White could play akey role for the Broncos

Over the last two years the standard of rugby produced in the Super

league has improved dramatically and that ensured that some of the
league.

developing nations as well as the lesser equtiped such as France
.-S' For anyone who thought that there were people

within the league who didn't care about the

international game, take it from me you couldn't

●be more wrong. Ido however concede that we

^ & will still have along way to go to overcome the
IFsomewhat seIRsh attitudes of many who believe
Imthe way forward is with quantity instead of quality.
■ANo matter how high we aim or how conRdent we

TV tire in the abiliUes of our players and coaches, our

international sides will never develop or compete at

the highest level if they aren't given the time and support to

prepare.

would have little to look forward to but aseries of severein the Worid Ciuh Chaiienge games.
beatings if they entered that arena.

This would neither aid the game in such countries nor allow ̂
recent recruits to the international scene such as Ireland or

Scotland any incenbve to grow and develop.

The Emerging NaUons Worid Cup in 1995 proved that there is

aneed and desire for such compeHion and, if the game is to

reach its full potential in Europe, then we have to nurture the

delicate state of french Rugby League.

If you then add the need for Academy Under 19 International

Rugby into the equation, it becomes even more important

0th“ iponson..
Your chance to have

y o u r s a y . . .

■s'l

Stones Bitter is giving you. the readers, the chance to pose

those burning questions you've aiways wanted to ask. During

the season you get the opportunity to quiz Greg McCailum and

Sky Sports superstars Eddie and Stevo.

Asking the question couidn't be easier, ail  you have to do is

send your question along with your name and address on a

postcard to: The Stones Super League, Burning Questions,
POBoxhB, Horsforth, Leeds LS185UU,

Furthermore, by taking part you'll also get the chance to win

some great prizes all entrants will be entered in afree draw

for aStones Super League T-shirt (there are TO to be won).

For the person who poses the best question there are apair

of Stones Super League match tickets to he won to the match
of their choice.

[The GREW Stones Bitter Giveaway ]
We are offering readers the chance to win acase of Stones Bitter. Aii

yen have to do is answer the question below and compiete the coupon

provided or send the answer with your name and address on a

postcard to the promotional address. There is one case of Stones

Bitter to be won. Entrants must be aged 18 years or over.

Which lucky player was awarded the Stones Gold Award trophy for his

outstanding performances in March?

●BITTER'

To kick off, we're inviting your quesbons to Richard Thompson, ^
Sponsorship Manager of Bass I
Brewers, his replies to a I
selection of questions will |

Send your entry to: The Stones Super League /Stones Bitter competition, PO Box 56 Horsforth, Leeds LS18

5UU, to arrive no later than 02.06.97. Winners will be informed by 09.06.97. To obtain the name of the winner

please send an SAE to the promotional address.

be printed in the club Answer:

programmes from the 2nd of

June, What do you want Name:

to ask about the Stones
Address:

sponsorship of rugby league?

We look forward to hearing

from you!
Daytime Tel:



MATCH DAY
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For more information on this or any other Oldham

Bears Commercial package -Please telephone

Jacquie Clayton on 0161 624 4865
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PARKFIELD HOUSE

HOTEL

MOORSIDE, OLDHAM
TEL 0161-624 5379

FA X 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 3 5 6 8

With over 34years’s experience, we
consider

ourselves the specialists in
PARTY CATERING, and we would be

pleased to assist you in arranging your

WEDDING RECEPTION,
CHRISTENING, ANNIVERSARIES,

BIRTHDAYS, WORKS/OFFICE
PARTIES, CHARITY FUNCTIONS, etc.

The Parkfield hs an ambience which

will surely complement and enhance
the warmth and happiness of the

occasion

R E S I D E N T I A L P L E A S E T E L E P H O N E

FOR MENUS

GOODFELLAS

THURSDAY,

FRIDAY &SATURDAY

10.00pm -2.00pm

O v e r 2 5 ’ s

Dress: Smart but casual

ROSCOE STREET, OLDHAM

0161-627 5777

MERCEDES-BENZ
SOFTWARE

SYSTEMSNEW &USED SPARES

Dronsfie lds (O ldham)

Delph New Road
Delph

01457 871717

ALL

YOUR

COMPUTER

NEEDS

626 5588

10



A L L I A N C E N E W S
PADDY KIRWIN

he Alliance team have played two

games since the disappointing away

fixture at Hull. At Thrum Hall against

Halifax we started shakily, reflecting the

uncertainty which had rocked the club

with the departure of Andy Goodway and

Alan McCurrie going behind 6-0 after 15
minutes.

We then had apurple patch which saw Joe

Me Nicholas score agreat individual try by

beating his winger and outflanking the full

back to score from the half way line. This

was followed by another individual effort

by Aidie Meade who burst onto ashort

pass from Gary Burns, direct from ascrum

to score under the posts from inside his

own half. Unfortunately in doing so Aidie

again tweaked his hamstring and took no

further part in the game.

We then settled down to play some

attractive rugby, culminating in two tries

from acting half back for hooker Johnny

Clarke. We also had aJason Temu try

disallowed for an unexplainable

obstruction decision, to go in at half time
with a22-12 lead.

At half time David Stephenson replaced

Johnny Clarke at hooker to give both

players the opportunity to press for aIst

team place. Unfortunately aclash of heads

in the tackle between Stephenson and

Temu saw Stephenson quickly return to

the dressing room with abroken nose.

During the second half we always had

T
control of the game without ever looking

clinical enough to polish off Halifax. Atry

from Jason Temu goaled by Deacon and an

individual try from Deacon following his

own clever grubber kick allowed us to

finish worthy 34-22 winners. Although not

an inspiring performance, awin away in

Yorkshire is always difficult and it is good

to see the displays by David Jones and
Howard Hill rewarded with 1st team

places.

Last week at Stalybridge against

Featherstone Rovers we squandered a

great chance to move into the top half of

the Alliance table. Early defensive lapses on

our right flank allowed Featherstone two

tries against the run of play.
W e h i t b a c k w i t h a w e l l w o r k e d s e t o f s i x

which ended with Danny Guest crashing

over for aconverted try off ashort pass

from Johnny Clarke. This was followed by

aJohnny Clarke try under the posts from

aset move again goaled by Paul Deacon.

Playing down the hill in the first half we

threatened to run away with the game in

the second quarter. Exerting all the

pressure we had atry from A. Meade

disallowed, Paul Deacon, Jimmy Cowans

and Nathan Turner held up on the line,
a n d m i s s e d c h a n c e s a n d b o t h M e a d e a n d

Prescott spilled the ball as they went over

the try line. These missed chances meant

we went in at half time leading on 12-10

when the 2point lead could have been 20.

We s t a r t e d t h e s e c o n d h a l f a s w e h a d

finished the first half only this time

pressure was converted into points.
N a t h a n T u r n e r s c o r e d i n t h e c o r n e r

following good approach work by Burns

and Meade, then Burns supported well to

score after abreak by Cowans was

continued by Aidie Meade.

Playing up the hill and with players such as

Nuttall, Prescott and Turner returning

after long term injury we visibly began to

tire. This was exacerbated by the

withdrawal of Danny Guest with ahip

injury. During the last 15 minutes we
allowed Featherstone to score two tries

l a t e i n t h e i r t a c k l e c o u n t t o l e a v e t h e s c o r e

20-18. We then fell to the sucker punch

which has been afflicting the first team.

Achip kick from the half way, on the 5th

tackle, from Featherstone was gathered by

Jimmy Cowans who then had the ball

ripped from him in atwo man tackle. With

players not working hard enough to get

back and support the full back the

Featherstone winger Eddie Rombo had a

walk in to the try line to put Rovers in

front 22-20 with only minutes to go.

Although we were defeated the video

showed we generally tackled well and on

another night we would have scored 3or

4more tries, so given that anumber of

players were returning after injury the

initial bitter disappointment of this defeat

h a s f a d e d a l i t t l e .

A L L I A N C E C H A M P I O N S H I P
1997

MARCH

L E E D S R H I N O S

BRADFORD BULLS

SALFORD REDS

JUNE

HULL KINGSTON ROVERS(H) 7.30pm

(A) 8.00pm

(A) 7.30pm

THURSDAY 13th

THURSDAY 20th

THURSDAY 27th

(H) 7.30pm

(A) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

THURSDAY 5th

FRIDAY 20th

THURSDAY 26th

SALFORD REDS

St HELENS

APRIL

WARRINGTON WOLVES (H) 7.30pm

(A) 8.00pm

(H) 7.30pm

A) 7.30pm

JULY

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS (A)THURSDAY 3rd

THURSDAY 10th

THURSDAY 17th

THURSDAY 24th

THURSDAY 3rd

7.30pm
THURSDAY 10th

FRIDAY 18th

THURSDAY 31st

HULL

WIGAN WARRIORS

H A L I FA X B L U E S O X

CASTLEFORD TIGERS (H) 7.30pm

HULL KINGSTON ROVERS (A) 7.30pm
HULL (H) 8.00pm

MAY

THURSDAY 8th

W E D N E S D AY 1 4 t h L E E D S R H I N O S

THURSDAY 22nd BRADFORD BULLS

THURSDAY 29th CASTLEFORD TIGERS (A) 7.30pm

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS (H) 7.30pm

(A) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

AUGUST

St HELENSTHURSDAY 7th

T H U R S D A Y 1 4 t h H A L I F A X B L U E S O X

WEDNESDAY 20th WIGAN WARRIORS

THURSDAY 28th WARRINGTON WOLVES (A) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

(A) 7.30pm
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B u s i n e s s F a c i l i t i e s a t

The Oldham College
T H E O L D H A M

With nearly 7000 students, 80% of whom are adults, The Oldham
College is clearly amajor provider of training for the region. As well
as offering training and education designed to meet individual needs

The Oldham College has invested in many additional facilities, with

your business needs in mind:

●Information Technology Centre
●TheMedia Centre

● The Grange Arts Centre
●TheBarn Owl Restaurant

● Bespoke Business Trainining (including NVQs)

For an opportunity to discuss your requirements, please call us on
F R E E P H O N E 0 8 0 0 2 6 9 4 8 0 o r

our Commercial Manager, Ian Dean, on 0161 785 4230.

COLLEGE.

ROCHDALE ROAD,

O L D H A M O L 9 6 A A

TEL: 0161 624 5214

FAX: 0161 626 9059

EMAIL:

info@oldham.ac.uk

THE

OLDHAM

COLLEGE

O l d h a m B o r n , . .

...and Read*

44



OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE
ROGER HALSTEAD

he decision to play Luke Goodwin

at loose-forward in the Bears

game against Sheffield Eagles might

have been asurprise to many people,

but it wasn’t such astrange piece of

selection when you consider the

overall requirements of the team.

Alot of people in the sport today

argue that footballing loose-forwards

are just athrowback to the good old

days of Derek Turner, Vince Karalius,

Johnny Whiteley or Billy Ivison.

Try telling that to London Broncos

(Terry Matterson), Wigan Warriors

(Andrew Farrell), Bradford Bulls

(Steve McNamara) or even St Helens

where they have converted Karle

Hammond, acentre, to loose-forward

for the express purpose of adding flair

and finesse to the Saints midfield

planning.

Oldham haven’t had aplay-making

loose-forward since Mike Kuiti left the

club in 1995.

And it was Kuiti, you may recall, who

played in the No 13 jersey for the

Bears when Bob L indner s teered

Oldham to firs t d iv is ion surv iva l in the

early part of 1994.

No, I’m not suggesting that Goodwin

is another Kuiti, or even another Les

Holliday, but he is certainly a
f oo tba l le r fi rs t and fo remos t and fo r

that reason alone Iapplaud the

decision to give the Aussie ago at

T
There is aschool of thought which

says you can’t have too many skillful

at tackers around the rucks in the

middle of the field, but in the last two

years scrum-half Crompton has had

to plough alone furrow in that

respect.

Ionce thought Paul Crook might

gradually win promotion to this key

position because he always moved the
ball around in the Alliance

Championship with the style of a

player who seemed to know what he

was trying to do even if it didn’t

always come off.

Hull must have thought so, too,

because they signed him on for the
Bou leva rd c lub the o the r week to

leave the Bears even more hard-

pressed to find abrainy boy with the

handling skills to match.

Is such aplayer necessary to success?

Well, put it this way. Most of the

leading Super League teams have

footballers in plentiful supply to ply

t he i r t rade a round the rucks .

Ihave named afew already. You could

go on all day, but the fact remains that

Oldham were in need o f some fla i r

and finesse at the back of the pack.

If Goodwin can provide it, pressure

will be taken from Crompton and the

balance of the side will be all the

be t te r fo r i t .

loose-forward in the win at Sheffield

last Sunday.

Lindner obviously likes someone at

the back of the pack who can use the

ball and play abit of rugby and if I

were to try and read his mind Iwould

hazard aguess that there were three

major considerations when he

gambled on anew No 13.

First, he would be looking to

Goodwin to take some pressure off

Martin Crompton in his role of

organiser-in-chief.

Secondly, he would be experimenting

to see if Goodwin really did have

what i t t akes to add anew d imens ion

to the attack.

And thirdly, he may have been trying
to find aformula to accommodate

Goodwin in aside that is not exactly

brimming over with clever, creative

play-makers.

O l d h a m B e a r s

in association with Ro6 ̂opel Travel presents the only official club trip to Paris
^ ^ PARIS VOLDHAM BEARS

26th August 1997

Option 2 Option 3Option I
Depart Monday night, arrive Tuesday

lunch short sightseeing tour. Pick up late

afternoon to travel to match, depart after

match, arrive home early Wednesday

2nights by coach 2nights

Flight packages available

f r o m £ I I 9 . 0 0£l 19.00 £69.00

for further details phone 0I6I6244865
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O L D H A M B E A R S

SUNDAY 18th MAY

O L D H A M B E A R S

T e a m T GDG

I Paul Atcheson

2Scott Ranson

SCRUMS

3 Darren Abram
12 3 4 5 6

78910II12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

Francis Maloney6

7 Martin Crompton

9John Clarke
PENALTIES

12 3 4 5 6

78910II12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

II Gary Lord

12 Joe Faimalo

14 Matt Munro



V L E E D S R H I N O S

1997 KICK-OFF 3pm

L E E D S R H I N O S

T e a m T GDG

Marcus S t H i la i re

Paul Sterling

Richie Blackmore

Francis Cummings

Damien Gibson

Tony Kemp

Ryan Sheridan

Martin Masella

Wayne Collins

Barrie McDermott

Adrian Morley

Anthony Farrell

lestyn Harris

Graham Holroyd

Phil Hassan

Jamie Field

N i c k F o z z a r d

Marvin Golden

Dean Lawford

Jamie Mathiou

Terry Newton

Leroy Rivett

Adam Hughes

Gary Mercer

Gavin Brown

K r i s S m i t h

2

3
SCRUMS

4
12 3456

78910 II 12
5

6
13 14 15 16 17 18

7

19 20 21 22 23 24
8

9
PENALTIES

10 12 3 4 5 6

78910II12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

II

12

13

14

15

OFFICIALS16

REFEREE

Steve Presley

TOUCH JUDGE

Dave Mairs

Steve Taylor

IN GOAL

Kevin Taylor

Ian Wallace

R E S E R V E R E F E R E E

Ray Cornish

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

VOUR CLUBS
OFFICIAL

SPORTS DRINKisostar
39
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