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CLUB INFORMATION
OLDHAK . X F C

Bear House, 52 Union Street,

Oldham OLf IDJ

0161 624 4865 (3 lines) General Office
0891 44 00 70 Bears Hotl ine

0161 624 9615 Shop Line

●ONOURS

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS

1909-10, 1910-11,1956-S7 Runners Up

1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, 1954-55

FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1904-05

L A N C A S H I R E L E A G U E C H A M P I O N S

1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57,
;1957-58

R U G B Y L E A G U E C H A L L E N G E C U P W I N N E R S

1899, 1925, 1927 Runners Up 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926
L A N C A S H I R E C U P W I N N E R S

1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958

Runners Up 1908, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968,
j1986,1989

SECOND DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1963-64,1981-82,1987-88

SECOND DIVISION PREMIERSHIP WINNERS

1988, 1990 Runners Up, 1992

C L U ; „ R E C O , , D S

RECORD VICTORY

63-0 VGoole, March 18th 1899 (Challenge Cup Rd I)

67-6 VLiverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD SCORE

70-10 VBramley, Feb 12th 1995 (Challenge Cup Rd 4)

67-6 VLiverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD ATTENDANCE

All Time 28,000 vHuddersfield, 4th Feb 1912

Last 20 years 11,254 vBradford Bulls, 9th March 1997

INDIVIDUAL .;ECORD5

T R I E S I N A S E A S O N

Reg Farrar 49 1921-22
T R I E S I N A C A R E E R

Alan Dav ies 174 1950-61

T R I E S I N A M A T C H

James Miller 7vBarry, Oct 31 st 1908
G O A L S I N A S E A S O N

Bernard Ganley 200 1957-58
G O A L S I N A C A R E E R

Bernard Ganley 1,358 1950-61
G O A L S I N A M A T C H

Bernard Ganley 14 vLiverpool City, April 4th 1959
P O I N T S I N A S E A S O N

Bernard Ganley 412 1957-58
P O I N T S I N A C A R E E R

Bernard Ganley 2,761 1950-61
P O I N T S I N A M A T C H

Abe Johnson 30 vWidnes (12 goals, 2tries), April 9th
1928

MOST APPEARANCES

Joe Ferguson 628 Sept 1899 -April 1923
M O S T C O N S E C U T I V E A P P E A R A N C E S

Joe Lavdion 134 Sept 1897 -Nov 1902

C L U B D I R E C T O R Y

Chairman

JAMES QUINN

Directors

JOHN CHADWICK

ROGER NORRIS

M I K E W I N T E R B O T T O M

T O M P A T T E R S O N

Executive Management

Chief Executive

JAMES QUINN

Chief Secretary

KAREN SCOTT

Media Marketing Manager

A B E K E R R

Commercial Manager
TBA

S e n i o r A c c o u n t a n t

PAUL TRAFFORD

Dental Surgeon
MR N. GIBBISON

Physiotherapist
MR N. HODGSON

Assistant Physiotherapist

MR J, WATKINS

Coach

TBA

Footbali Manager/Assistant Coach
TBA

Conditioner

ANDREW JACKSON

Aiiiance Coach

PADDY KIRWIN

Academy Manager
BRIAN GARTLAND

Ciub Doctor

DR AHMED

Official Time Keeper

MRJ. ROSCOE

Hon. Safety Officer
ROGER NORRIS

Programme Editor

A B E K E R R all the above records are relevant to Oldham first class fixtures only



AMessage
FROM THE

CHAIRMAN

J I M Q U I N N

O
ur plan to market rugby

league in Tameside

appears to be showing

signs of success, judging by the
c r o w d o f 7 1 0 f a n s w h o w a t c h e d

the Alliance team beat Wigan

26-24 at Stalybridge last week.
S i n c e w e m o v e d t o B o w e r F o l d f o r

our reserve team games at the

start of the season, attendances

have shown agradual increase.

Unfortunately, the ground will
soon be unavailable due to re¬

seeding and other close-season

work by Stalybridge Celtic, but I

have been having talks with the

nearby Hyde United soccer club

and we may be moving there for

the remainder of the season,

although this was unconfirmed at

the time of writing.

We are very grateful to

Stalybridge Celtic for their help

and co-operation, and those fans
w h o h a v e b e e n t o B o w e r F o l d

d o n ’ t n e e d m e t o t e l l t h e m w h a t a

splendid set-up it is.

It is difficult to know how many of

the 710 there for the Wigan game

came from Oldham, Wigan or

Tameside itself, but it is safe to

assume the majority came from
Oldham.

It is equally safe to say that the

game is starting to arouse some

interest in Tameside, albeit

modestly, and Iput that down to

three things.

I. As we always believed it would,

and with the help of BSkyB, Super

League is starting to make an

impression this season in areas
like Tameside which have

previously been barren lands in

terms on rugby league.

2. Our Alliance side has put on

some cracking games at Bower

F o l d a n d n e w s o f w h a t ’ s o n o f f e r i s

bound to spread to the local

community which, admittedly, is

journey from Stockport to the
B e a r s o f fi c e s i n U n i o n S t r e e t t o

buy acouple of season tickets for
themselves.

And so it goes on. Brian

Gartland’s son, Shaun, who works

in Hyde, provided two free

youngsters’ tickets for one of his
w o r k m a t e s w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t

the whole family attended the

game and later expressed an

interest in taking out VIP tickets

for asubsequent game.

All the signs indicate that we are

getting there. Long-term injury
v i c t i m s l i k e N a t h a n T u r n e r a n d

Jason Temu are on the way back
and when we are able to choose

from afull complement of players
I a m c o n fi d e n t w e w i l l s t a r t t o

provide the performances that will

be the biggest attraction of all.

Today we welcome Halifax and all
o u r o l d f r i e n d s f r o m T h r u m H a l l .

Their new coach, John Pendlebury,

must be congratulated on his

appointment. John is steeped in

rugby league and Iam sure he will

do an excellent job. We wish him

well ... but not TOO well today.

steeped in soccer.

3. Abe Kerr, our marketing

manager, is attempting to get

more bums on seats by issuing

free tickets to primary schools

and this sort of promotional work

has spilled over into Tameside.

In addition, let me tell you three

little stories relating to our

experiences in the past couple of
weeks.

First of all, Ihanded out six tickets

for the Paris St Germain game to

agroup of youngsters who live

near me in the Hyde area. They

had never been to arugby league

game before but Ispoke to them

again afew days after the match

and Iwas delighted to learn that

five of them had gone to the

match, with their fathers, and all

of them had enjoyed it so much

they were wanting to know details

of the next match at Boundary
Park.

Secondly, each of our season-

ticket holders were given an extra

complimentary ticket for the Paris

game and acouple of regulars

who had two ‘comps’ to give away

handed them to acouple in

Stockport, who had never

previously been to aSuper League
match.

They enjoyd it so much that aday

or two later they made the

J I M Q U I N N
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THE BEAR FACTS

A B E K E R R

l o o k b e h i n d t h e s c e n e s a t

t h e B e a r s w i t h

Media/Marketing Manager Abe

Kerr

All Involved with the club will

acknowledge that we have had an

awful start to Super League 1997.

O n e w i n f r o m s e v e n m a t c h e s c a n n o t

be seen in any other terms. The

season is along one and confidence

is high within the club that things are

to improve in the near future.

In every programme between now

and the end of the season you will be

given an insight to what goes on

behind the scenes at your club.

Attendances

F o r t h e fi r s t t h r e e h o m e m a t c h e s o f

A
Super League 97 the attendances are

up by over athousand on the

corresponding fixtures of last season.

These figures will rise further as the

season progresses.

Treatment news

To be acentre is adangerous

business. We have only Darren

A b r a m fi t o f o u r e s ta b l i s h e d c e n t r e s .

Vince Fawcett, Mike Neal, Paul

Toppin and Nathan Turner are still

injured, although Nathan made an

encouraging debt in the A-team on

Thursday April 17th. He played

despite considerable pain in his foot.

Jason Temu also played in that match

and came through very well. Rob

Myler limped off against Wigan at

Centra l Park and now faces an

operation. Our luck with injuries

must improve soon.

Coaching update

The departure of Andy Goodway

f rom the c lub has been wel l

publicised this week. The events of

the las t few weeks have in t imated

that things were not right from his

point of view and in this light coupled

with poor results the pressure was

building up on him. He is avery

respected figure and Ispeak for all

the Bears in wishing him well. A

successor to Andy will be appointed

in the near fu ture.

MATCH DAY

C O R P O R AT E H O S P I TA L I T Y
Promoting your company,

influencing new business contacts,

or just simply thanking your

existing clients or staff... Then why

n o t c o n s i d e r O l d h a m B e a r s R L F C

as apromotional vehicle for your

company?

One of the great attractions of our

Hospitality is that you can combine

business with pleasure, and our

packages accommodate parties of I

to 50 with packages to suit your

bus iness needs.

You can also experience our

Hospitality for personal use,

whether you are celebrating a

birthday, anniversary or just want a

fabulous day of Super League Rugby

with your family and friends, our

Hospitality is also open to you.

All guests will be greeted with a

sparkling wine reception on arrival

and will have the use of aprivate

pay bar, after enjoying an excellent

four course meal, they will watch

the game in the comfortable

private box, with half time tea and

coffee and the bar open for an

hour after the game.

At prices to suit every pocket, you

will be able to find apackage to

suit you, your company or your

friends.

Availability is limited so please

telephone the Commercial

Department and speak to Jacquie

Clayton on 0161 624 4865.
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FREE for one week

The Times and

The Sunday Times
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Plus your chance to see the

World Club final in Sydney (see over)
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The Times and

The Sunday Times

FREE for one week
990 263 03

P u b l i s h e r I D N o : N 0 0 6 1 4

Present this voucher your newsagent before Saturday July 26th, 1997, and you will be entitled to receive 6consecutive copies of

The Times and one copy of The Sunday Times Free. This offer applies in the UK only and cannot be used with any other offer

and is valid for papers taken until Sunday August 3rd, 1997. This voucher will also act as your entry into the prize draw for
the chance to win atwo week holiday for two to see the World Club final in Sydney.
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LAWRENCE

PERRINS

&SONS LIMITED

STEEL TRADING LTD

LONDON HOUSE

19A LONDON ROAD

STOCKTON HEATH

WARRINGTON

WA4 6SG

ESTABLISHED 1947

176, Oldham Road, Springhead
Oldham. OL4 5SJ

Telephone:  0161  624  1723
Fax: 0161 624 3798

TELEPHONE: 01015 60IIII

FAX: 01015 604000

NOBILE: 0816 600600

^^STEEL PARCELS AT

TRADE PRICES’^

LLtL

\/ Q>^\/
LoIaL

LOCALLY

MANUFACTURED

RADIAL FIT

COUPLING BOLTS

FOR MARINE

AND POWER

INDUSTRIES

WORLDWIDE

CASH BONANZA

PROMOTIONS

presents

FRIDAY 18th APRIL

7.30pm

T H E T O M M Y F I E L D P U B

&Potato Pie Night

Special Guest Appearances

TICKETS £1 on the night

Be part of the club ...

find out how you can also
earn some extra cash!

^Pilgrim^INTERNATIONAL

Pilgrim International Ltd,

Ripponden Road, Oidham. England. OLi 4SB.
Tel : 0161-624 8005 Fax: 0161-626 494,6



Win atrip to see the
Rugby World Club

final in Sydney

Ainil'■a -■ - n L

The prize includes two tickets to the World Club

Championship final on October 18, and £500
By taking up our offer of The Times and The
Sunday Times FREE for one week you will

automatically be entered into our prize draw* with spending money. Normal Times Newspapers Ltd

the chance to win a14-night holiday for two in

Sydney with flights and full board in atop hotel.

competition rules apply, available on request.
The winner will be notified by post.

"No purchase necessary. You can still enter the draw by sending your name and address on apostcard to:
Rugby Competition, TNL Competitions Dept, 1, Virginia Street, London El 9BD. Entries must be received by first post Monday August 18th, 1997.

■ ● -■ ● . r ■■  m m
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T H E T I M E S A N D T H E S U N D AY T I M E S F R E E F O R O N E W E E K

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other

Address

Initials Surname.

Daytime tel

It would help us if you answered these questions:

Which one of the following age groups do you fail into? (Please tick box)
□15-24 a25-34 CD 35-44 a45-54 CD 55-64 CD 65+

Which national daily newspaper(s) do you buy regularly (4-6 copies) each week?

Postcode

TO THE NEWSAGENT: Thank you for accepting this voucher as
full payment for 6consecutive copies of The Times and one copy of
The Sunday Times. Return this voucher to your News International
wholesaler or handling agent within seven days of receipt. On
presentation of this voucher you will receive atotal credit of £3
representing the cover price of one week of The Sunday Times (£1)
and one week of The Times (£2). You will also receive one handling
allowance of Ip. This voucher is valid for newspapers taken before
Sunday August 3rd, 1997. It cannot be used with any other offer.

Newsagent

Address 

Which hational daily newspaper(s) do you buy occasionally (3 copies or less)?

Which national Sunday newspaper(s) do you buy regularly (2-4 copies amonth)?

If you would prefer not to receive information and offers from

organisations carefully selected by TNL, please tickNl Box No:



T A S T E T H E A C T I O N



PARKFIELD HOUSE

HOTEL

MOORSIDE, OLDHAM
TEL 0161-624 5379

FA X 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 3 5 6 8

With over 34 years’s experience, we
consider

ourselves the specialists in
PARTY CATERING, and we would be

pleased to assist you in arranging your

WEDDING RECEPTION,
CHRISTENING, ANNIVERSARIES,

BIRTHDAYS, WORKS/OEFICE
PARTIES, CHARITY FUNCTIONS, etc.

T h e P a r k fi e l d h s a n a m b i e n c e w h i c h

will surely complement and enhance
the warmth and happiness of the

occasion

R E S I D E N T I A L P L E A S E T E L E P H O N E

FOR MENUS

GOODFELLAS

THURSDAY,

FRIDAY &SATURDAY

10.00pm -2.00pm

O v e r 2 5 ’ s

Dress: Smart but casual

ROSCOE STREET, OLDHAM

0161-627 5777

MERCEDES-BENZ
SOFTWARE

SYSTEMSNEW &USED SPARES

Dronsfie lds (O ldham)

Delph New Road

Delph

01457 871717

ALL

YOUR

COMPUTER

NEEDS

626 5588
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DOWN

MEMORY

LANE
DON YATES

D o n Ya t e s l o o k s b a c k t o a

match from yesteryear

When the concept of the

Super League burst onto the

scene acouple of years ago

t h e r e w e r e s e r i o u s c o n c e r n s

t h a t o n e o f t h e c a s u a l t i e s o f

that revolution would be the

Silk Cut Challenge Cup.

However, common sense

prevailed and the

competition which began

way back in 1897 as the

Northern Union Cup is set

t o c o n t i n u e a s t h e m o s t

prestigious competition in

the British game.

Oldham’s progress in the first

Cup campaign was brief.

They lost 7-3 at Bradford in

the first round. The following

season the Roughyeds

considerably better. They

beat Leeds, Halifax and

Runcorn to reach the

quarter-finals but at that

stage lost 3-0 at Mount

Pleasant against Cup holders

Batley. The Gallant Youths

then went on to retain the

trophy with a7-0 victory

o v e r B r a d f o r d i n t h e fi n a l .

The 1899 competition

i n c l u d e d t h r e e c l u b s f r o m t h e

O l d h a m a r e a — O l d h a m ,

Werneth and Saddleworth

Rangers. Saddleworth were

drawn at Huddersfield in the

first round and they were

eliminated 43-2. Oldham

were also drawn away but

Goole surrendered ground

advantage and the match

was staged at

Watersheddings. Oldham

won 63-0 which remains

their biggest marginal

victory to this day. Werneth

also won but their victory

o v e r S a l f o r d S t

Bartholomews was by a

much narrower margin, 4-2.

W e r n e t h ’ s r e w a r d f o r t h a t

hard fought victory was a

trip to Salford in round two.

They lost there 3l-O.

Oldham, however,

maintained local interest

with a14-0 home victory

over Warrington. There was

aspot of trouble at Swinton

where Hunslet went through

on the strength of an Albert

Goldthorpe penalty, the

referee and some Hunslet

players were assaulted after

the game and the Swinton

ground was consequently

closed until the following

October. In round three

O l d h a m w o n 2 3 - 3 a t

Bradford to avenge that

e a r l i e r r e v e r s e b u t t h e t a l k o f

the round was Batley’s first

ever Cup defeat by 16-6 at

Leigh.

W i d n e s v i s i t e d

Watersheddings in the

quarter-finals and they

returned home defeated by

20 points to nil. Oldham,

therefore had conceded only

three points in reaching the

semi-finals. Hunslet had gone

one point better, having

disposed of Marypot 11-2,

Swinton 2-0, Castleford 16-0

and Hull 9-0.

11
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For details of your nearest Land Rover dealer

call Freephone 100 Land Rover. Fax to: 0181 849 3099

Land Rover, Freepost TK 494. Twickenham TW2 SUN.
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figencies and Theatre School
Complete Performing Arts Training

in the Heart of Manchester
P U P I L S T A K E N F R O M 7 - 1 6 Y E A R S

DRAMA, DANCING AND SINGING

UNDER ONE ROOF, ON APART-TIME BASIS

★ H I G H E S T S T A N D A R D S G U A R A N T E E D ★

★E X P E R I E N C E D P R O F E S S I O N A L T E A C H E R S ★

★ A F F O R D A B L E F E E S ★

★ F L E X I B L E P A Y M E N T T E R M S ★

★ A L L P U P I L S C O N S I D E R E D F O R A G E N C Y

REPRESENTATION ★

The Agency also represents

PROFESSIONAL DANCERS

S I N G E R S &

ACTORS

P H O N E N O W F O R D E T A I L S

L I M I T E D P L A C E S A V A I L A B L E
● ● ●Si

y ■

iJ
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BIG MATCH SPONSORS

OLDHAM DDDD
Education &Leisure O
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ON TH IS DAY ●●●

DON YATES

Don Yates recalls this day in history

The 27th April is not ahappy date in the

history of the Oldham Rugby League club

because twice on this date the Roughyeds
have lost in the final of the Northern

Union Cup, forerunner of the Silk Cup

Challenge Cup.

The first occasion was on Saturday, 27th

April 1907 when Oldham met Warrington

at Wheater’s Field, Broughton. Oldham

began well and at half-time led 3-2 after

second-row forward Bert Avery had

scored the Roughyeds’ try. Things went

wrong after the interval when Warrington

got on top and went on to win 17-3.

Five years later, on Saturday 27th April
1912, Oldham were firm favourites to

beat Dewsbury in the final which that

season was staged at Headingley. Once

again events went to plan in the first 40

minutes and at half-time the Roughyeds

led 5-2. Winger GCook had scored the

Oldham try which had been converted by

prop Joe Ferguson. With ten minutes

remaining, the score remained at 5-2 for
O l d h a m b u t t h e n d i s a s t e r s t r u c k . F i r s t o f

all Bert Avery was sent off and then

winger Billy Rhodes crossed to equalise at
5 - 5 . T w o m i n u t e s f r o m t i m e R h o d e s

scored again and Dewsbury had won the

Cup 8-5.

On this day in 1959, Monday 27th April,

Oldham fared alittle better when they

met St Helens at Watershedddings in
w h a t w a s a v i t a l m a t c h f o r t h e S a i n t s . A

draw would have made Saints Lancashire

Champions on points difference over

Wigan, they came close, scoring four tries

to Oldham’s three, but the Roughyeds

won 15-14 and so Wigan took the title.

Jack Keith, Vin Nestor and Ike Southward
s c o r e d t h e O l d h a m t r i e s w i t h B e r n a r d

Ganley landing three goals.

In the spring of 1955 Halifax faced a

hectic finish to their season, they were

called upon to play their closing five

league matches in 10 days. They won

them all and so qualified to visit league

leaders Warrington in the Championship

semi-final. That match was played on

Wednesday, 27th April 1955, just 48

hours after completing that gruelling

finale. Not surprisingly, ajaded Halifax

outfit lost at Warrington who had not

played for afortnight. However, they put

up aterrific scrap, the final score being

17-9. Winger Arthur Daniels scored the

Halifax try to go alongside goals from

Tyssul Griffiths (2) and Derrick Schofield.

Twelve months earlier, on Tuesday 27th

April 1954, Odsal Stadium, Bradford

staged an international between Great
B r i t a i n a n d F r a n c e . N e i t h e r O l d h a m n o r

Halifax were represented in that match

which Britain won 17-8. Billy Boston

(Wigan), Phil Jackson (Barrow) and Brian

Biggs (Huddersfield) scored the British

tries with Lewis Jones (Leeds) landing four

goals. The French points came via four

goals from the boot of legendary full-back

Puig Aubert.

Finally, it was on this day in 1989,

Thursday 27th April, that Oldham signed a

promising 17-year old back-row forward

from the Wigan St Patricks amateur club.

His name was Chris Joynt and he went on

to make 28 first team appearances for

Oldham, scoring 10 tries, before moving
t o S t H e l e n s a n d f u r t h e r s t a r d o m i n

September 1992.

15



Throw

us one of
these

and well run with it.

We are an independent company o f financ ia l adv iso rs who

spec ia l ise in re t i rement income. We offer aprofess iona l and

personal service on all aspects of the investment market, from [■fw.-

Bui ld ing Society deposi ts to PEPS, Uni t Trust and Por t fo l io

Management.

I f you are concerned about PEPS underper fo rming , income

insuffic ient fo r your needs, confused about Bu i ld ing Soc ie ty

w ind fa l l s o r wor r i ed abou t

Pension Planning, please

don't hesitate to return the
N V E S T M E N T S E R V I C E S L T D

Tel : 01 17 904 7745coupon below.

For further details please contact or return coupon below:

Belgrave Investment Services Ltd., 60 High Street, Keynsham
Bristol BS18 IDX. Tel: 0117 904 7745

I A M I N T E R E S T E D I N : -

□PEPS

□UNIT TRUSTS

□INCOME BONDS

□GILTS

□EQUITIES

□PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

□PENSION PLANNING

A M e m b e r o f I F A N e t w o r k L i m i t e d

which is regulated by the

Personal investment Authority

NAME:

ADDRESS:.

TEL No



AUSTRALIAN SUPER LEA6UE RUUNU UP
From Dave Hadfield, the Independent's Rugby League Correspondent

ustralian Super

Laeuge was unti l

this Monday, in

danger o f

turning into a

one-horse race -that horse

being aBronco.

Victory at Penrith would have

put Brisbane six points clear of

the field. Admittedly, the

Australian system puts greater

s t r e s s o n t h e e n d - o f - s e a s o n

play-offs than on first place at

the end of the Championship

fixtures, but it was still getting a

little too processional.

S o t h a n k h e a v e n s f o r t h e

Panthers , who wn a th r i l l e r 27-

26, inflicting afirst defeat of the

season on the Broncos, cutting

their lead to two points and

making the whole issue look

infinitely more open and alive.

I t was apar t i cu la r l y good e f fo r t

by the Panthers in the absence

of their inspiration, Greg

Alexander. He will be out for

several weeks -including this

Friday’s Test against New

Zealand, for which he was a

c e r t a i n s t a r t e r - w i t h a b r o k e n

b o n e i n h i s f o o t .

In third place in Super League,

behind Brisbane and Penrith, are

t h e C a n t e r b u r y B u l l d o g s . T h e y

c a m e f r o m b e h i n d t o w i n 3 8 - 2 4

in Auckland, with last season’s

London Broncos p layer Duncan

McRae having abig hand in the

victory.

The most surprising result of

t h e w e e k e n d w a s C r o n u l l a ’ s 2 9 -

18 defeat by the Adelaide Rams.

The Sharks are turning out to

be something of an enigma:

they can look so good on

occasions, but they are also

capable of the most horrendous

lapses.

The Cronulla and Australia

coach, John Lang, believed that

this failure may have had

something to do with an air of

self-congratulation after having

five men named in the Test Line¬

ups. They will not need

reminding that repulations can

be fragile things.

It was the best day yet for Rod

Reddy’s Rams, despite what

s o u n d s l i k e l e s s t h a n i d e a l

preparation when four of

their players were

arrested in abrawl

outside astrip club

three days before the

match. Who said

league was in danger

of losing its rough

edges?

T h e o t h e r t e a m n e w l y

formed for Super

League, the Hunter

Mariners, also had a

terrific result, beating

the Perth Western

R e d s 3 6 - 1 6 w i t h t h e i r

half-back, Noel

Goldthorpe, having

a n o t h e r e x c e l l e n t

game.

And the Canberra

revival goes on. Mai

Meninga ’s Raiders

started to look

something like their old

selves in thrashing the

North Queensland Cowboys

40-16.

Tha t exc i t i ng fu l l -back Bre t t

M u l l i n s s h o w e d a r e t u r n t o f o r m

with two tries, whilst Ricky

Stuart and Bradley Clyde gave

not i ce tha t they want the i r

Australian jumpers back.

One woeful defence of the

Cowboys was an even bigger

factor, however, and they are

now two points adr i f t at the

b o t t o m o f t h e t a b l e . A b o v e

them on six points are the

Mariners, the Raiders, the Rams

and the Warriors -who go to

To w n s v i l l e t h i s w e e k e n d f o r a

fi x t u r e t h a t n o w a s s u m e s e x t r a

importance.

Duncan McRae, ex

Bronco’s now playing

■ f o r C a n t e r b u r y

Bulldogs
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OLDHAM 'f JASON TEMU, JOE FAIMALO, HOWARD
IHILL, ANDREW PATMORE, AFFI LEUILA.

MERCHANDISE

Replica Home Shirts

Babys

Childrens

Adults

24.99

29.99

38.99

Replica Shorts
Childrens

Adults

12.99

15.99

Tee Shi r ts

from 6.99 -11.99

Sweatshirts

from 18.00 -19.99

Jackets
from 34.99 -39.99

Polo Shirts 15.99

Mini Rugby Balls 4.50

Large Rugby Balls 9.00

Scarfs 5.00

B r o n x H a t s 6.75

MuchBadges 1.50

moi*e in

Key Rings 3.00
Store

Town SquarePens 1.00

(opposite TJHughes)

II 624 I
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HERE AND THERE

DON YATES

Although this year there is to be no

European Championship competition,

international rugby is still on the

agenda. On Wednesday, 14th May,

Paris will host afriendly match

between France and Ireland. It is

expected that Martin Crompton will

once again be invited to skipper the

Irish side and Tony Nuttall could be

included in the Irish pack. Then on July

7th, the French will be in action again

when they visit Glasgow to take on

Scotland. Utility back Jimmy Cowans

could be in the running for another

Scottish cap in that encounter. At this

point in time, those are the only two

internationals scheduled to take place
before the visit of the Australians in

November.

Adecision has yet to be made as to
whether France wi l l meet the

Australians at the end of the Brit ish

sect ion o f the i r tour. When the

Kangaroos last visited France, the

hosts crashed to ahumiliating 74-0
defeat which followed Australian

victories of 42-17, 60-16, and 64-9 in

the regional matches. Clearly those

results neither encouraged nor assisted

the French in their attempts to

strengthen the game in France.
When Paris were included in the

Super League last year, it was hoped
that this move would be of benefit to

the french national side. Unfortunately
this has not been the case. The Paris

outfit is comprised mainly of

antipodean players with the French

domestic game continuing to be played

in the winter months. The few players

able to break into the Paris squad

found the demands of Super League

rugby together with their domestic

club commitments much too big a

strain. Consequently, their European

Championship quest ended in

embarrassing defeats at home to

Wales 14-34 and away to England
73-6.

The d i f fe rences be tween BARLA and

the RFL have resulted in the

suspension of the annual BARLA Open

Age match with the French ‘B’ team,

that is amajor blow, not only to

France, but also to our amateur open

age players.

So where do the French go now with

regard to international rugby? It seems

that the Br i t ish or Austra l ian teams

will prove much too strong and so the

matches against Ireland and Scotland

are suitable substitutions. However, it

is essential for the well being of the

European game that aworthwhile

international programme of matches is

set up to assist the Celtic nations.

Down in Australia the ‘State of origin’

series, which now incorporates New

Zealand, ensures that players are battle
hardened to international level before

they set off on an Ashes tour. If we are

to match the Australians, or the New

Zealanders for that matter, then we,

too, must have aseries of European

internationals which test our top

players, the only way in which we can

achieve that is by developing the game

in Ireland, Scotland, Wales and France.

The wi thdrawal o f South Wales f rom

professional rugby when they lost

Super League status was asevere body

blow to the development of the game

in the Principality. It looks now as if
France wi l l fol low Wales into the

internat ional wi lderness unless act ion

is taken quickly.

This state of affairs must be rectified if

we are to achieve what we have been

striving for during the past twenty five

years, that is to defeat Australian in a

three match test series, afeat that can

only be achieved if European players

have asuitable platform from which to

launch their challenges to the

Kangaroos.

TANFIELD (oidham) LIMITED
&

OLDHAM Rugby League Club

working together in the Superleague
TANFIELD (Oldham) Limited

125 Chamber Road,

Oldham,

Lancashire

OL8 lAA

Tel : 0161-633 4872

0161-627 0435

Fax:0161-627 0448
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STAT
P L AT T ’ S T R Y S C O R I N G

RECORD ST HELENS

TriesST HELENS App.

614+91982-83

1983-84 31 +1 10

19361984-85

1985-86 1026+3

34+2 II1986-87

1987-88 1229

Raymond Fletcher, Co-author of the Rothmans

Rugby League Yearbook
Wigan

1988-89

1989-90

632+3

PLAn CHARGING
TO TRY CENTURY

835+1

32 I1990-91

+lt GB

34+1 21991-92

+lt GB

a19-19 draw at Leigh on

22 August 1982. He was

transfered to Wigan in 1988

for £140,000 and six years

later joined New Zealand

club Auckland Warriors.

Widnes signed him for the

1996-96 Centenary season

before he made apermanent

return to Britain with

Salford this year.

Andy Platt ranking as one of

Britain’s greatest ever

f o r w a r d s i s b a s e d o n a

t r e m e n d o u s w o r k r a t e a n d

blocking tries rather than

scoring them. But the

S a l f o r d R e d s v e t e r a n i s n o w

poised to grab alittle glory

as atryscorer for he needs

only three more for aBrit ish

career century of
touchdowns.

H i s t o t a l o f 9 7 t r i e s h a s b e e n

steadily built up in 446

matches over 15 years with

68 for St. Helens, 24 Wigan,

o n e f o r S a l f o r d a n d f o u r i n

representative matches

including two Test
t o u c h d o w n s f o r G r e a t

Britain.

Now 33, Platt’s tryscoring

peak came in only his third
season of 1984-85 when he

s c o r e d 1 9 f o r S t . H e l e n s . I t

must have been quite a

season as he had afoui^try

blast against Warrington and

grabbed the only other hat-
t r i c k o f h i s c a r e e r .

Platt’s senior career began as
a s u b s t i t u t e f o r S t . H e l e n s i n

1992-93 30+1 5

30+1 21993-94

Widnes

13 01995-96

Salford Reds

8 I1997

Tota ls

170+15 68St Helens

Wigan

Widnes

193+7 2 4

13 0

Salford R 8 I

*22+4 2Great Britain

Incl. Inon Test

England

Lancashire 3

C h a i r m a n ’ s X I I I I

4 0

0

0

301988 Tour

Not including 2Test app.

1992 Tour 32

Not including 6Test app.

T o t a l s 4 2 0 + 2 6 97
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QUIZ

F r o m w h i c h c l u b d i d

Bradford sign Glen

Toml inson?

Which Castleford player

played for Wales in 1996?

Who is Wigan’s No.19?

A d d s u r n a m e s t o t h i s f r o n t

row: Ian, John and Brett.

Who made the most Halifax

appearances in 1996?

The last Leeds player to

finish as top tryscorer?

Who was London’s (Fulham)

first coach?

When did Britain last play

France?

The only non-winger to

s c o r e 1 0 t r i e s i n a m a t c h ?

10. Top Australian tryscorer in

Super League 1996?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

VAGANA 6.

7.

MAKES 8.

9.

SUPER
Nigel Vagana is enjoying one of the best ever starts by an

overseas player in British Rugby. He has now played in all 10 Cup

and League matches for Warrington Wolves this season and

failed to touch down in only one.

His total of 14 tries includes aStones Super League chart

topping ten. No matter where he plays -and he has appeared at

full -back, wing, centre, and stand-off-tries just keep coming.
O V E R S E A S C O A C H E S I N D E M A N D .

Welcome to Castleford Tigers’ new Australian coach Stuart

Raper -the 43rd from overseas to be put in charge of aBritish

c l u b s i n c e C h r i s A n d e r s o n s e t t h e t r e n d w i t h H a l i f a x i n 1 9 8 4 .

Anderson was an immediate success, taking Halifax to the

championship and winning the Challenge Cup. Since then he has

been followed by 31 other Australian coaches plus IINew
Zealanders.

POINTS

Mark Aston (Sheffield)

Steve McNamara (Bradford)

Steve Blakeley (Salford)

Andrew Farrell (Wigan)

Terry Matterson (London)

Francis Maloney (Oldham)

Bobbie Goulding (St.Helens)

Nigel Vagana (Warrington)

Jon Roper (Warrington)

Alan Hunte (St. Helens)

56

55

51

47

46

43

43

40

38

36

S U P E R L E A G U E L E A D I N G S C O R E R S

(Up to and including 20 April)
A N S W E R S T O Q U I Z

TRIES GOALS (inc drop goals)
91 (uopuo-|) S a . 1 9 q I

sp.ieMp3 uneqj

k66l

uapMog Say

ZL-IL6\ uosu|>pvuMof

3U01UV CSV

(uiEqpio) yujdsploo

‘a>|.iE|3 ‘J.IEPII9

XE.i.m|^ PIAeq

sp.ieMpg uoaajQ

Xapng

Nigel Vagana (Warrington)

Alan Hunte (St. Helens)

Robbie Paul (Bradford)

Richard Henare (Warrington)

Nick Pinkney (Sheffield)

Jamie Oiejnik (Paris)

Paul Sterling (Leeds)

Tommy Martyn (St. Helens)

10 Mark Aston (Sheffield)

Steve McNamara (Bradford)

Steve Blakeley (Salford)

Andrew Farrell (Wigan)

Bobbie Goulding (St. Helens)

Francis Maloney (Oldham)

John Schuster (Halifax)

Jon Roper (Warrington)

Terry Matterson (London)

24 ●6

9 24 ●8

L7 22

●96 22

●55 20

5 18

5 17

■£
5 17

Z
12

I
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JUNIOR

BEARS

It’s Wembley weekend next
weekend so there are no matches

for two weeks after today’s game
so Ihave decided on another

postal competition for you all to

t h i n k a b o u t .

*QI. Who is the youngest ever

player to play at Wembley in a

Challenge Cup final?

Q2. Which two teams are

contesting the final?

Answers on apostcard to: Junior

Bears, PO Box I17, Oldham OL2

6FB.

The draw will take place at our

next meeting on Monday 5th May

w h e r e t h e w i n n e r w i l l r e c e i v e a

signed baseball cap.

Hello again Junior Bears,

B u s t e r h e r e .

Iwill be announcing our banner

winner at our next meeting so

don’t forget to be there will you.

Phew!! what ajob that was to

pick awinner. You were all

brilliant and Iwish Icould give

you all aprize.

Did you all see the performance

against Paris? Icouldn’t “BEAR

to look. Well at least we got off

t h e b o t t o m d i d n ’ t w e ? T h e n e w s

is picking up for us just now as

one or two of our long-term

injuries are now back in full time

training and are due to return

back. It was nice to see Jason

Temu and Nathan Turner playing

i n t h e A t e a m l a s t w e e k s o l e t ’ s

keep our ‘claws’ crossed and

hope that they are ready for

Super League.

Anyway back to today’s game...

let’s give abig Junior Bears

w e l c o m e t o o u r v i s i t o r s t o

Boundary Park today, Halifax
B l u e S o x w h o h a v e n o t b e e n

without problems this season and

are now climbing the Super

League ladder under new coach

John Pendlebury.

A.-3

W e l c o m e t o o u r M a s c o t f o r t h e

Day who is Daniel Grady.

Daniel is 6years old and he

attends Mayfield Primary School

in Derker.

His favourite player is Martin

Crompton.

Daniel plays as autility player for
S t A n n e ’ s a n d h e a l s o l i k e s

swimming.

»>

REMEMBERING MICHAEL!

May we extend our deepest

c o n d o l e n c e s t o M r a n d M r s W r e n

a n d L o r r a i n e i n t h e l o s s o f t h e i r

s o n a n d b r o t h e r M i c h a e l w h o

sadly lost his fight for life at the

age of II. Michael suffered from

leukaemia and both he and his

s i s t e r L o r r a i n e w e r e m a d e

honorary members of the Junior

Bears at the request of Andy

Goodway.

A c e l e b r a t i o n o f M i c h a e l ’ s l i f e w a s

h e l d l a s t w e e k a t Z i o n M e t h o d i s t

C h u r c h i n L e e s w h i c h w a s

attended by all his classmates and

f r i e n d s . A b e K e r r a n d A n d r e a

Stafford went along to join in the

celebration.

JUNIOR BEAR BIRTHDAYS!!

16th LukeArundale

1 7 t h C h r i s B a r r e t t

18th Emma Cameron

21 St Ian Thornton

2Sth Paul Gilbertson

26th Gemma Laney, Michael

McGroth, Zoe Prescott, Nicola

Ashton

29th Gavin Smith, Ashley Smith,

Owen Leese

30th Ella Stafford

%

%



RUGBY LEAGUE

PROGRAMME

NOTES

M A L C O L M L O R D

Istill have mixed feelings about

many aspects with regard to the

presentation of Super League.

First of all, Iapplaud the idea of

mascots at games and as Ihave

previously stated mascots like
t h e O l d h a m B e a r a n d S t

Bernard do asmashing job

providing pre-match
entertainment.

Ido not however, enjoy the very

loud music played at some

grounds to celebrate ascore. It

works for sports like Ice Hockey,

but Ibelieve it is out of place in

Rugby League.

Iwould also ask whoever places

the screen at grounds when Sky

is covering amatch to place it in

such away as it can be seen by a

majority. At Wigan recently it

has always been placed in a

fashion whereby all of one stand
cannot view it and at the same

t i m e i t h a s o b s c u r e d t h e

e l e c t r o n i c s c o r e b o a r d .

It is only personal gripe but I
w o u l d a l s o a s k t h a t c l u b s m a k e

s u r e t h e i r n u m b e r s o n t h e i r

shirts are clear, i t makes

identification agreat deal easier,

especially when you are

watching say —aless
fashionable club.

The Can-Can girls at Boundary

Park, R io Madness at Cent ra l

Park, various at Wilderspool

and an abundance of dancing

girls are another great idea for

pre-match entertainment, but I

suppose the best accolades with

regard to presentation must go

to the players themselves. We

are seeing some great rugby,

closer games, draws and high

drama game after game. The

crowds are up and at the

moment a l l seems wel l , and I

wonder what odds you would

have got pre-season on

Castleford having lost all their
fi r s t fi v e fi x t u r e s a n d S a l f o r d

having won theirs. It never

ceases to amaze me this Rugby

League —after watching it for

many, many years Istill find

myself looking forward with

excitement to every game.
M a l c o l m L o r d

BBC GMR

on CLOSED CIRCUIT

TELEVISION

SPECIALISTS

LU

CJ

●●
●●

>
●●

●●

●>:●

cc

Unit G1

Brookside Business Park,

Greengate

Middleton, Manchester.

M241GS

Telephone

LU

on

●●●●●
m^m^

●●

0161-654 7449
●●●●●●●●

>m. m^ M

Facsimile

0161-624 3333
●<
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IT’S THE COACH
By Christopher Irvine, Rugby League Correspondent, The Times

Before the disappearances of

Goodway and Joyner, Graeme

West went from Wigan

Warriors, Steve Simms

departed Halifax Blue Sox and

John Dorahy left Warrington

Wolves.The merry-go-round is

not peculiar to the Super

League.Two months into the

season and Swinton Lions,

Workington Town and

Featherstone Rovers, where

Simms ended up this week, have

all had achange of coaching

personnel.

The balance of coaching power

among the dozen Super League

clubs has irresistibly shifted

back the way of the southern

hemisphere. Discounting

Oldham (without asuccessor to

Goodway up to print, but with

B o b L i n d n e r d u e b a c k f r o m

D o w n U n d e r a s f o o t b a l l

director), Australians are in

charge at seven Super League

clubs. Ironically, it took an

Australian to pinpoint the lack

of tolerance in England.

Before flying home this week,

John Do rahy t o l d t he Rugby

Leaguer newspaper:

Another week, another sacking.

Until Tuesday, Andy Goodway

was the longest-serving coach in

the Super League, where life

expectancy is now roughly

equivalent to that of the mayfly.

Amonth shy of three years at

Oldham

Bears,

Goodway

became the

fifth Super

League

coach to

part

company

w i t h h i s c l u b

since the

start of the

season.

In these

turbulent

times, the

r a n k s o f

young and

talented English coaches are

wearing thin. Goodway followed

John Joyner at Castleford Tigers

into coaching exile.Two men

openly talked about as Great

Br i ta in coaches of the fu ture,

one of them, Joyner, coach of

the year only three years ago,

find themse lves job less ,

casua l t ies o f in to le rance, shor t -

termism, and the overwhelming

d e s i r e t h a t n o w e x i s t s i n t h e

Super League for instant

success, or sheer desperation to

survive among the elite.

Andy Goodway (above)

Departs from Oldham Bears

a f te r 3years

John Joyner ( r ight )

Recently departed from

Castleford. Joyner, like Goodway,

was once tipped as afuture

England Manager

“The system in England seems crazy.

The coaching system in Rugby League

seems-to be very like it is in soccer,

with asoccer type mentality. Coaches

come and go'very quickly. In Australia,

you hardly ever sep acoach leave a

club 'during the sepson, unless it is for
disciplinary reasons,"

24



THAT GETS IT!
stifled.

What of Goodway? He might

fulfill along-held ambition to

learn and prove himself in the

hothouse atmosphere of the

Australian game. If he does, and

should he return, who knows,

even Oldham might be glad to

get him? One thing is certain.

Since taking up the job last

m o n t h a s t h e R F L ’ s

first technical

director, Joe Lydon

a l ready has two

fewer Englishmen, in

Goodway and Joyner,

to recommend as

the Great British

coach, should he

As Dorahy left these shores,

Stuart Raper rolled up this

w e e k a t C a s t l e f o r d f r o m

Cronualla, pleading, of all things,

for patience. Patience is one

virtue not in abundance right

now, as asuccession of coaches

can testify.The remaining

Englishmen left in charge of

Super League sides are Andy

Gregory, at Salford Reds, who

has succeeded Goodway as the

longest-serving coach (he was

appointed in March 1995), Phil

Larder (Sheffield Eagles), Eric

Hughes (Wigan) and John

Pendlebury (Halifax).

In this age of hire-and-fire, you

could get totally ridiculous.

Should Gregory be allowed to

stay at Salford, if they lose a

third successive match, to

Wigan on Friday? Can Darryl

Van de Velde continue at

Warrington after the dismal

60-16 hiding last week by St

Helens? Might Eric Hughes

survive afourth Wigan League

defeat? In short, enough heads

have rolled. With the World

Club Championship on the

horizon, there has never been a

greater need for stability and

s teady nerves .

The recent appointments of

Raper by Castleford and Van de

Velde by Warrington displayed

the greater faith again being

placed on the Australian

coaching system. It is easy to

understand why. At St Helens

and Bradford Bulls, Aussies

Shaun McRae and Matthew

Elliott -not even head men

b a c k i n A u s t r a l i a - c o n t i n u e t o

s e t t h e s t a n d a r d s o v e r h e r e . S o

where are all the young, up-and-

coming English coaches? The

National Coaching Scheme

production line, once headed up

How safe wHI Andy Gregory, Saltford’s

coach, appointed March 1995, be if

Saltford loose athird successive

match to Wigan today?

look to appoint from

among the existing

Super League

coaches. Might he be

tempted, too, to look

overseas?

by Phil Larder at the Rugby

Football League, is now down to

atrickle. With more senior

appointments going to

Australians, the home produced

ta lent that does exist is being
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ACADEMY

NEWS

BRIAN GARTLAND

First congratulations are in

order for two of our young

players Ben Simpson and Paul

Rustchynsky who have both

been selected to represent

England Schoolboys which is a

great honour for the boys and

also for the club. Ben, who is a

b a c k r o w f o r w a r d a n d l i v e s i n

R o c h d a l e s t a n d s w e l l o v e r s i x

foot and Iam really looking

forward to seeing him play

Academy Football, Iam sure he

will do well. Paul is aprop

f o r w a r d a n d a l s o l i v e s i n

Rochdale, although he goes to
s c h o o l i n O l d h a m a n d i s a l s o a

very good prospect.

Well the Academy boys pulled

off afine win last week, beating

Widnes at home by 19 points to

18 in athrilling encounter. The
m a t c h w a s d e c i d e d i n t h e l a s t

couple of minutes by adrop goal

f r o m P a u l D e a c o n o u r s c r u m

half, he also scored atry and

kicked 3goals the other tries

were scored by Joe McNicholas

who was playing in the centre

and stand off and captain Simon

Svabic. New boy Mark

Davenport playing his first full

game for the Academy was a

c o n s t a n t t h r e a t t o W i d n e s w i t h

his strong runs into the heart of

t h e W i d n e s d e f e n c e i t w o u l d b e

unfair though not to praise all

the lads who gave 100% effort.

Well done boys.

Enjoy the match
in comfort!

●Private Box

● B a r F a c i l i t i e s

Before and after the match

#3Course Meal

●Half-time Tea /Coffee

●Match Programme

●The ideal gift for

Birthdays and
A n n i v e r s a r i e s a n d o t h e r

special occasions

Book now for the Leeds Rhinos

Sox game, 18th May1997 -

£35 per person. Contact

Jacquie Clayton

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE
1996-1997

The 1996-97 National

Conference League season

is now drawing to aclose

wi th bo th ou r l oca l c l ubs

having just one home

match to play. St Annes

look like ending their first

season in the Premier

Division in avery creditable

third position. They

entertain Dudley Hill on

Tuesday, Gth May with a

6.30pm kick off. It should

be an entertaining finish to

their season but they then
f a c e a h e c t i c s u m m e r

b e h i n d t h e s c e n e s a s t h e

rebuilding of the clubhouse

continues. It should be up

and running for the start

of the next season.

Saddleworth Rangers have
had to wait almost a

month between their

closing two matches. They

face Wigan St Patricks at

S h a w H a l l B a n k R o a d o n

Saturday, 17th May kick¬

off 2.30pm. it could be a

c r u c i a l m a t c h f o r S t P a t s

who are chasing the title

and may require to win

that match if they are to

be crowned Champions.
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DEVELOPMENT

NEWS

in association with the

DAILY MIRROR

Besides oui* own two boys Paul

Rustchynsky and Ben Simpson,
two more of Oldham

Schoolboys also caught the

England Schoolboys team Kevin
Sinfield and Gareth Barber.

Kevin, who also captains the side
i s o n L e e d s R h i n o s B o o k s a n d I

am sure he will go right to the

top —an outstanding prospect.

Gareth Barber is also avery

talented boy and is on

Warringtons books as astand

off. It says alot for the local

scene to produce boys of this

calibre, pity they are not with
t h e O l d h a m B e a r s .

Hathershaw Sports Centre is to
b e t h e v e n u e f o r o u r M i n i

League Festivals. Ihope we will

get plenty of children down to
t h e s e f e s t i v a l s w h i c h i s v i t a l f o r

the future of all the local clubs.

M a n c h e s t e r Y o u t h G a m e s w i l l

be held on 14th and 15th June

1997. The venue is the Armitage

Centre, Fallowfield. Training

nights for the Youth Games will

be held on Thursday nights,

6pm, at Hathershaw Sports
Centre. The first of these

sessions wi l l be on Thursday

24th April. The Games last year

was agreat success for the
O l d h a m t e a m s a n d w a s h e l d i n

glorious weather. Let’s hope

they are just as good this year.

MSNARCH
METALS

BUYERS OF INDUSTRIAL CABLE,

SWITCHGEAR, MOTORS

&NON-FERROUS METALS,

WORKS CLEARANCES

0161 665 1819
UNIT 17, MONARCH MILL,

JONES STREET,

ROYTON, OLDHAM 0L2 5AH
BGartland

Another great signing
f o r O l d h a m B e a r s

Oldham Bears have made another great signing.

The Co-operative Bank has joined the team, ready and willing

to help them reach their goal. It’s sure to be agreat season!

For all your Business needs call 0345 215215.

For all your Personal Banking needs call 0345 212212.

The COPERATIVE BANK

The Co-operative Bank p.l.c., 1Balloon Street, P.O. Box 101, Manchester M60 4EP.
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I N T H E T H I R D O F H I S W E E K L Y I N T E R V I E W S W I T H T H E M E N W H O M A K E

THINGS HAPPEN IN SUPER LEAGUE, SKY'S IAN PROCTOR MEETS PHIL

LARDER, SHEFFIELD EAGLES COACH..

w a s d u e t o m e e t t h e G i a n t s

chairman, Bob Scott, on the

Saturday afternoon before

d e p a r t i n g o n t h e L i o n s t o u r o f t h e

S o u t h P a c i fi c a n d r e c e i v e d t h e c a l l

from Gary Hetherington that

morning, offering me the Eagles

job. Bob Scott greatly impressed

me with his plans and ambitions

for Huddersfield and had they been

in Super League I’d probably have

accepted their offer. But, having

been denied the opportunity to

c o a c h a t t h i s l e v e l w h i l s t w i t h

Keighley, Isimply had to take the

Sheffield offer and Iwas delighted

when John Kear agreed to come

with me.

impression in the centenary season

a s B r i a n m o u l d e d a n e w - l o o k s i d e ,

but they hit their straps in Super

League and the Bulls have kicked

on since then. We're gradually

getting the response we want from

the playersand steadily adding to

the squad.

N I C K P I N K N E Y a n d M A R T I N

W O O D H A V E M A D E A B I G

IMPRESSION AND YOU HAVE

S T E V E M c C U R R I E T O C O M E . D I D

Y O U H A V E C O M P L E T E

C O N F I D E N C E I N T H E I R A B I L I T Y

T O M A K E I T I N S U P E R L E A G U E ?

GREAT BRITAIN COACH PHIL

L A R D E R H A S T A K E N O N A N E W

CHALLENGE THIS SEASON,

SUCCEEDING GARY

H E T H E R I N G T O N A S T H E M A N

I N C H A R G E O F S H E F F I E L D

E A G L E S . H E S P O K E T O S K Y ’ S

IAN PROCTORABOUTTHE

D I F F I C U L T I E S H E H A S

ENCOUNTERED.

I h a d n o d o u b t s a b o u t e i t h e r

M a r t i n o r N i c k , a n d S t e v e

McCurrie will prove another

quality signing for Sheffield -when

we eventually see him and get him

conditioned to the required

standards. I’m not entirely happy

about the fact that we won’t get

h i m a t S h e f fi e l d u n t i l B e d f o r d ’ s

season is over, but i t ’s aone-off and

we have to live with the situation.

Nick Pinkney and Martin Wood are

both top quality players and there

are plenty more like them in

Division One. Salford’s impressive

start in Super League has

illustrated that there isn’t such an

enormous gulf between Super

League and the top sides in the

I S I T F A I R T O S A Y T H A T Y O U

AND JOHN KEAR STARTED
B E H I N D A L L T H E O T H E R C L U B S

IN YOUR PRE-SEASON

PREPARATION OF THE

S H E F F I E L D P L AY E R S ?
PHIL, HAVE YOU SETTLED INTO

L I F E A S H E A D C O A C H O F

S H E F F I E L D E A G L E S ?

We were very much behind the

o the r c l ubs and , wh i l e t ha t was

something that couldn’t be helped,

Ihated that situation. Anyone who

knows me will tell you that I’m

methodical and like to do things

exactly right. But we’ve been

chasing our tails since the turn of

the year and the Eagles players are

probably encountering amore

intense style of coaching than they

have come across before. Gary

Hetherington was wearing that

many hats in his various roles at

Sheffield that, with respect, he was

unable to do proper justice to his

coaching position, although he had

aquality staff around him. John

Kear and Ihave worked very hard

on the fitness and preparation of

the players and we’ve seen a

gradual improvement in each of

our opening five Super League

performances.The Paris game (our

opener) was embarrassing, but

we’ve steadily progressed, and

there is agreat deal of

improvement to come. It does take

time to implement new coaching

methods and shape anew team at
a c l u b a s B r i a n S m i t h ’ s a r r i v a l a t

Bradford, last year, illustrated that

point.The Bulls made little

Iwas never under any illusions

about the scale of the job or the

length of time it would take to

have Sheffield Eagles playing the

way Iwould like. I’d watched videos

of their games from last season

and knew that I’d have to change

the squad. And, without much

money to spend, the only way I

could do that was by releasing

players and generating the capital

to make the signings Iwanted.

Leeds came in for Anthony Farrell,

Dean Lawford and Ryan Sheridan

a n d , w h i l e I w a s r e l u c t a n t t o

release Ryan, it was adeal that had

to be struck to allow me to sign

Martin Wood and Nick Pinkney

from Keighley.The only other way I

could strengthen the squad was to
r e c r u i t f r o m t h e o v e r s e a s m a r k e t

and we brought in Rod Doyle,

Steve Edmed and Willie

Morganson, plus Kiwi winger
Whetu Taewa..

ONE
First Division. Ibelieve that my

Keighley side of last year,

Huddersfield and Hull would have

held their own in this league.

W H A T H A V E Y O U H A D T O

W O R K O N M O S T W I T H T H E

EAGLES PLAYERS ?H O W C L O S E W E R E Y O U T O

JOINING HUDDERSFIELD AND

N O T S H E F F I E L D A T T H E E N D .

OF LAST SEASON ?

Ichanged last season’s defensive

pattern completely. We threw that

out of the window and started

f r o m s c r a t c h b e c a u s e S h e f fi e l d
It was as close as could be, Ian. I
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were conceding far too many

points in their games during 1996.

But Itook the job on the

understanding that the Sheffield

public would continue to see

attractive, attacking football and I

think we’ve provided that. But once

our defence is properly sorted, they

should see more winning football.

The Castleford game was acase in

point, with some wonderful tries,

followed by an unaccountable late

defensive lapse !Sheffield is a

sports mad city and we’ve got to

start attracting more people to the

home games...a winning side is the

way towards achieving that aim.

-it’s too easy to sack the

poor coach !Iwas shocked

when Graeme West left

Wigan and it hurt me to see

agood coach (and friend)

like John Joyner leaving

Castleford recently. And John

Dorahy didn’t become abad

coach overnight. Warrington

looked aparticularly well-
coached side when we

d e f e a t e d t h e m o n G o o d

Friday, yet John got the bullet
a n d t h e W o l v e s b o u n c e d

back to defeat Wigan on

Easter Monday. He must have

been doing something right.

UNUSUALLY,YOU PUBLICLY

CRITICISED YOUR PLAYERS

A F T E R T H E N A R R O W D E F E A T

A T H A L I F A X - W A S T H A T

B E C A U S E O F T H E P R E S S U R E S

W H I C H A R E N O W O N

C O A C H E S ?

WHAT ISYOUR POSITION

R E G A R D I N G T H E G R E A T

BRITAIN COACHING

POSITION?

PHIL LARDER ^

Well, for the first time in

history, the GB coaching position

has been put on ice because there

aren’t any matches. But, of course.

I’d like to be in charge of the side

for the Ashes series against

Australia in November. Any coach

worth his salt wants to be in charge

o f t he i n t e rna t i ona l t eam and , as

the man in possession. I’d like to

t h i n k I ’ l l b e i n t h e f r a m e . I h a v e n ’ t

had time to talk to Joe Lydon, since

his appointment as Technical

Director, but that’s probably
b e c a u s e h e ’ s i n h e r i t e d a m a s s i v e

job and he’ll have plenty on his

way they went about their business.

Team spirit was fantastic but at the

end of the day, we lost aseries 3-0

to New Zealand, with two of those

reverses by the narrowest of

margins. We certainly lacked the

personnel required for atour of

that kind. Anyone selecting aGB

squad, prior to that trip would have

included Jason Robinson, Gary

Connolly, Paul Newlove, Martin

Offiah, Shaun Edwards, Steve

M c N a m a r a - n o n e o f w h o m w e n t

wi th us - and we we re a l so den ied

the likes of Allan Bateman, John

Bentley, Scott Gibbs and John

Devereux.We were stretched,

that’s for sure, but the players

were magnificent. Super League

has elevated the game to new

l e v e l s a n d i t ’ s a f a b u l o u s

concept, but it also brought

(problems and one of them was
the change-over from awinter

season to summer. Isaw, at first

hand, what playing anear-12-

month season did to my own

son, David, and then Iwatched

Keiron Cunningham undertake the

Lions tour after being ever-present

for the St Helens throughout the

previous year. No wonder he was

shattered at the end of the tour.

And there were alot of Lions

t o u r i s t s w h o e n d e d t h a t t o u r

completely drained after the

busiest 12-months in history.

No. Ijust felt that the players lost

the game at Thrum Hall because of

dumb football, taking wrong

options.They know that they

should have won that game and I

just felt Ineeded to reinforce the

point. I’ll always support players

giving their all, but, sometimes,

they’ve got to take responsibility

for their actions. Regarding

pressure, Ican honestly say that it

doesn’t bother me, because, at 3pm

(or whenever) on matchday, Iknow

&SHAKERS
I

I
-PHIL LARDER

plate. Idon’t think it’s abad record.

Itook charge of England and

guided them to aWorld Cup win

over Australia at Wembley in my

first game in charge and took that

side to aWorld Cup Final. We won

the European Championship in
1 9 9 6 a n d t h e n I t o o k G r e a t B r i t a i n

o n t o u r l a s t w i n t e r . I w i l l n e v e r

criticise the players who undertook

that trip, because they gave

everything and Iwas proud of the

that I’ve done everything possible

to give my players achance of

winning the football game. But

there is adisturbing trend creeping

into the game.The pressure levels

have steadily increased on the

players over the past decade; the

coaches have also had to cope with

more and more pressure and now

some of the heat is being directed

at the administrators. And some

club directors are simply panicking
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PREVIOUS E
Dor^

T h i s a f t e r n o o n ’ s v i s i t o r s t o

Boundary Park are Halifax

who will be playing at this

v e n u e f o r a s e c o n d t i m e .

They came here in February

1986 when Watersheddings

w a s f r o z e n a n d O l d h a m t o o k

advantage of Latics’ offer to

play here at Boundary Park

which was then equipped

with undersoil heating. ’Fax

took better advantage of the

situation because they won

1 9 - 1 4 b u t O l d h a m h a v e n o w

b e a t e n H a l i f a x o n t h e l a s t

three occasions that they

have met and they will

certainly be aiming to

extend that run today.

H a l i f a x a n d O l d h a m h a v e

m e t o n 1 4 5 o c c a s i o n s w i t h

Oldham having slightly the

b e t t e r r e c o r d w i t h 7 4 w i n s t o

H a l i f a x ’ s 6 4 a n d s e v e n d r a w s .

Oldham’s biggest victory

against Halifax came way

b a c k i n M a r c h 1 9 2 4 w h e n t h e

Roughyeds won 33-0 at

Watersheddings. Their best

w i n a t H a l i f a x w a s m o r e

recently, in April 1978, when

H a l i f a x w e r e b e a t e n 2 4 - 3 a t

Thrum Hall. Halifax’s biggest

v i c t o r i e s o v e r O l d h a m b o t h

came in the opening months

of the 1978-79 season when

in October they won 32-2 at

Thrum Hall and then by 25-5

at Watersheddings two

months later. In August 1994

Halifax repeated that 20

point winning margin at

Watersheddings where they

won 40-20.

/ASA AMONE
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MGAGMENTS
YATES

D E T A I L S O F H A L I F A X ’ S L A S T V I S I T T O O L D H A M

Friday 5th April 1996

Super League

At Watershedding
O L D H A M 3 4 H A L I F A X 2 2

Halftime l/S -10 Attendance 3942

Darren Abram (2), Paul Atcheson, Rob Myler, Martin Crompton and Andy Patmore.

Francis Maloney (5).

Craig Dean (2), Graeme Hallas and Abi Ekoku.

Mike Umaga (3).
PAUL ATCHESON; AFI LEUILA, PAUL TOPPING, DARREN ABRAM, ROB MYLER;

FRANCIS MALONEY, MARTIN CROMPTON; IAN SHERRATT, JOHN CLARKE,

JASON TEMU, GARY LORD, JOE FAIMALO AND DAVID BRADBURY.

HOWARD HILL, IAN GILDART, MATT MUNRO AND ANDY PATMORE.

MIKE UMAGA; BRENDON GREENWOOD, GRAEME HALLAS, FERETI TUILAGI,

ABI EKOKU; CHRIS CHESTER, CRAIG DEAN; KARL HARRISON, PAUL ROWLEY,

PAUL ANDERSON, SIMON BALDWIN, MICHAEL JACKSON AND WAYNE PARKER.

HOWARD HILL, IAN GILDART, MATT MUNRO AND ANDY PATMORE.

O l d h a m t r i e s :

Goals:

PSG tries:

Goals:

Oldham:

Substitutes:

Halifax:

Substitutes:

R E S U L T S O F

OLDHAM/HALIFAX

MATCHES

D U R I N G T H E P A S T T E N

SEASONS

PAUL ROWLEY

1987-88

1988-89

did not meet

O l d h a m 1 2 H a l i f a x 1 4

H a l i f a x 0 O l d h a m 1 2

Oldham 14 Hal i fax 3

H a l i f a x 2 2 O l d h a m 1 2

did not meet

did not meet

did not meet

O l d h a m I I H a l i f a x 2 8

Hal i fax 26 Oldham 12

Oldham 20 Hal i fax 40

H a l i f a x 3 4 O l d h a m 8

O l d h a m 4 H a l i f a x 2 1

H a l i f a x 4 O l d h a m 1 2

O l d h a m 3 4 H a l i f a x 2 2

H a l i f a x 1 4 O l d h a m 2 0

1989-90

1990-91

1991-92

1992-93

1993-94

1994-95

1995-96

1996



To ‘Score’ with your

Financial Planning -

Why not give

aTry? ^

FRIENDS^PROVIDENT
Your First CaUJor Financial Advice

We can give you professional Financial Advice in the

following areas:

*Funding for Private and Further Education

*Retirement Planning
*Life Assurance

*Inheritance Tax Planning
*Income Protection

*Mortgage Repayment

*Savings and Investment Planning

For further information ring Sara Springer on:

01923 240487

F r i e n d s P r o v i d e n t F i r s t C a l l L i m i t e d

R E P R E S E N TAT I V E O N LY O E T H E F R I E N D S P R O V I D E N T M A R K E T I N G G R O U P,

W H I C H I S R E G U L AT E D B Y T H E P E R S O N A L I N V E S T M E N T A U T H O R I T Y,

FOR LIFE ASSURANCE, PENSION AND UNIT TRUST BUSINESS

Turnberry, The Belfry, Colonial Way, Watford WD2 4FP



IN ALEAGUE OF OUR OWN

\
4

AMTRAK- THE EXPRESS DELIVERY SPECIALISTS
When you need afast reliable delivery you can be certain Amtrak will deliver your goods in pristine condition, on

time -everytime. Quality is our obsession and you can rest assured that we will use our advanced tracking

system to carefully monitor your consignment as it passes through our nationwide network.

For your time critical deliveries, our range of timed service options will meet those deadlines with delivery

before 9.00am, 10.00am or noon -you choose. Whatever the service, you only pay for the speed that you need.

And when you need to send parcels abroad you will find our AIRTRAK international express service

delivers to the four corners of the globe. You'll find our service is worldwide and worldclass.

For further details or an immediate collection call

0800 71 71 77

J^atceU.



T h e B e a r F a c t s

Super League ’97
Time Score AttTeam Venue

L22-32 11,516ISun 16th March Leeds Rhinos A 3pm

7.30 L30-18 54612Fri 21st March Bradford Bulls H

(A) 3pm L35-26 5 2 9 53Fri 28th March Salford Reds

(H) 7 . 3 0 p m L 3 2 - 2 2 3 5 5 64Tues 1st April London Broncos

5Sun 6th April Warrington  Wolves (A) 3pm L28-18 5 3 7 0

(H) 6 . 3 5 p m W I 9 - I 8 3 3 9 66Sun 13th April Paris St Germain (BSKYB)

7Sun 20th April Wigan Warriors (A) 3pm L44-10 7 8 8 5

8Sun 27th April H a l i f a x B l u e S o x (H) 3pm

9Sun llth May Sheffield Eagles (A) 3.15pm

10 Sun 18th May L e e d s R h i n o s (H) 3pm

Fri 23 rd May Bradford Bulls (A) 7.30pm

12 Mon 26th May Salford Reds (H) 3pm

13 Fri 30th May Castleford (H) 3pm

14 Sun 29th June St Helens (H) 3pm

15 Wed 2nd July London Broncos 7.30pm(A)

Why not sponso

your favourite

player? For mor
information

contact the

commercial

department on
0161 6244865

16 Sun 6th July Sheffield Eagles (H) 3pm

17 Sun 13th July Castleford Tigers (A) 3.30pm

18 Sat 19th July Queensland Cowboys (H)

19 Sat 26th July Adelaide Rams (H)

20 Sun 10th Aug St Helens (A) 6pm

21 Sun 17th Aug H a l i f a x B l u e S o x (H) 3pm

22 Fri 22nd Aug Wigan Warriors (H) 7.30pm

23 Mon 25th Aug Paris St Germain (A)

24 Sun 31st Aug Warrington Wolves (H) 3pm

ua
b m 4

1,1
fT" .A

J)

-^c/3
c/3 JL
fi B u

Ed C9

Number 2

Scott Ranson

Humber 3

Darren Abram

Number 4

Paul Topping

Number 5

Rob Myler

Number 6

Francis Maloney

Number

Martin CroPaul Atcheson

Ed

Ed
I^aa

I

J

i"C3

OM Number 15

Paul Davidson

Number 16

Howard Hill

Number 17 Number 18

Mike Neal

Number 19

Chris McKinney

Number 20

A fi L e u i l a

Number

Jim Cov
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Number 13

David Bradbury

Number 14

Matt Munro

Number 10

Jason Temu

Number II

Gary Lord

Number 12

Joe Faimalo

Number 8

Ian Gildart

Number 9

John ClarkeI

Number 24

Nathan Turner

Number 25

Paul Deacon

Number 26

Luke Goodwin

Number 27

David Stephenson

Number 22

Vince Fawcett

Number 23

Brett Goldspink
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BITTER-

COMMENTARY m
IN ASSOCIATION WITH STONES BIHER

the
Great Stones

I

The new season has got off to aflyer, and it’s no

surpr ise tha t everybody 's t ips fo r the top ,

Bradford and St Helens, have set the early pace.

I <

Stones Bitter have teamed up with

Mi t re t o o f f e r r eade rs t he chance t o

win an autographed Stenes Super

League repiica baii from ateam of

your choice. Aii you have to do is

answer the simpie question

below and complete the

ceupon provided or

send the answer

\with your name

ând address on
Hapostcard to
■the promotional

Waddress.  There

âre 5rugby balls
to be wen.

But the most encouraging aspect of the new

season is the form and potential of other clubs.

Wigan maybe down, but they are far from out.

Haiifax Blue Sox, Leeds, Salford, London, Paris and

Warrington have all proved they can deliver a

knockout blow to any side. One or two of them may

even go all the way in the title race. i

The pre-season prediction that this could be one

of the most open campaigns for some time looks

like coming true. Name the Stones Super League team

that play at Odsal Stadium?

WHAT AM I? Send your entry to: The Stones Super League Mitre ball competition, PO Box

56 Horsforth, Leeds LS18 5UU, to arrive no iater than 05.05.97. Winners wiil

be informed by 12th May. To obtain aiist of winners please send an SAE to

the promotional address.

Answer:

Name:

Address:

Daytime Tei:



PLAYER

PROFILE

JOHN CLARKE

JOHN CLARKENAME:

3f D A T E O F B I R T H : 3-3-74

li LEEDSBIRTHPLACE:

HEIGHT: 5’8
>>

piTTi

WEIGHT: I4st
3\ r^

N I C K N A M E A T C L U B :

PROFESSIONAL RUGBY

L E A G U E P L A Y E R

OCCUPATION:
”>5- jK

<

■■■ ^

HOME: LEEDS

CAR: ROVER

I MARRIED: YES
OLAttl lM HLfS

CHILDREN: IDAUGHTER -KAITLAN

W H A T W A S Y O U R A M B I T I O N A S A

CHILD:

ASTRONAUT

W H O W A S Y O U R B O Y H O O D

HERO:

DAVID WARD/BENNY ELIAS

W H A T H A S B E E N Y O U R B I G G E S T

THRILL IN RUGBY?

G.B. UNDER 2I’S

WHICH PRESENT DAY PLAYER DO YOU

A D M I R E T H E M O S T ?

MARTIN CROMPTON

W H A T I S T H E B E S T P A R T O F

YOUR JOB?

WINNING

IF YOU WON THE LOTTERY, WHAT

I S T H E F I R S T T H I N G T H A T Y O U W O U L D

BUY?

F R A N C I S M A L O N E Y T O I L E T R Y S E T

W H AT I S Y O U R B E S T Q U A L I T Y ? SUNNY DISPOSITION

W H AT I S Y O U R W O R S T Q U A L I T Y ? NONE

W H A T O T H E R S P O R T A N D H O B B I E S D O

YOU HAVE?

TV

W H A T I S Y O U R B I G G E S T P H O B I A ?
BEING CAUGHT BY GARY LORD IN TOUCH

W H I C H F A M O U S P E R S O N W O U L D Y O U

M O S T L I K E T O M E E T ?
JENNIFER ANSTIS

W H A T I S Y O U R M O S T P R I Z E D

POSSESSION?

DAUGHTER

D O Y O U H A V E A N U N U S U A L F O O D

T H A T I M P R O V E S Y O U R G A M E ?

NONE

F A V O U R I T E T V P R O G R A M M E ?
FRIENDS

F A V O U R I T E P O P S T A R ?
OASiSL

F A V O U R I T E F O O D ?
MrDQNALDS-DO-NUTS

F A V O U R I T E D R I N K ?
T-MAX
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ALLIANCE

NEWS

PADDY KIRWIN

20th April 1997

The failure of the team coach to turn up

on time for the away trip to Hull was the

start of avery disappointing visit to the

Boulevard, When the coach eventually ,

arrived at Union St at 5.30pm for an

8.00pm kick off in Hull it was the start of

afrantic rush along the M62 without a

stop and with players being strapped on
the coach.

It wasn’t ideal preparation, but we

started well enough with an early try by

CHRIS MCKINNEY goaled by PAUL

DEACON putting us 6-0 up. From the

restart however we gave away the first of

astream of penalties, which interspersed

with the inability to go six tackles

without making amistake allowed Hull to

go 14-6 in the lead. We then hit back

with Danny Guest feeding Howard Hill

deep in our own half. Hill went to the

halfway line before the bail went through

6pairs of hands leading to CHRIS

McKinney going under the posts for

the best try of the game. At 14—12 down

just before halftime we had everything

to play for.

In the second half the penalties and

mistakes continued and when after 10

minutes Itook David Stephenson off for

ISt team duty we seemed to surrender.

Quality players, who have the benefits of

full time training must perform better

than this. We played most of the second

half with only 12 men as first Paul

Norman, then Chris McKinney and Dale

Aidred were sent^to the sin bin and
conceded 24 points with only a

HOWARD HILL breakaway try

converted by DEACON to show for our

efforts before going down 42-18. On the

positive side, Paul Norman came through

his first game for over two months,

David Stephenson is now pushing for a

regular 1st team spot and Paul Crook did

enough to convince Hull to make Jim
Quinn an offer for his services. The

move into 1st team rugby in the first

division with Hull is good business for

Paul and for the Oldham RLFC. It gives

him an opportunity to prove his ability

which he was unlikely to get at Oldham

queueing behind Francis Maloney and

Luke Goodwin, and also improves the
cash flow situation at the club.

Against Wigan at Stalybridge it was a

completely different story. Against the

recent winners of the Alliance Cup the

team was boosted by the return of Jason

Temu, and the debut o f Nathan Turner.

Showing much more appetite and

enthusiasm for the game, we went 6-0

up with atry and goal from CHRIS
M c K i n n e y a n d P A U L D E A C O N

respectively. In spite of showing alot of

class on attack which produced tries for
COWANS and BURNS, in the first half,

we still continued to be indisciplined on

defence. Penalties for offside and holding

down help keep Wigan in our quarter

leading to ahalf time score of 16-14.

In the second half the match was very

even until an inspired Nathan Turner kick

chased by DAVID JONES put us 26-20 in

the lead. During the last 10 minutes as

players returning from injury such as
Temu, Norman, Turner and Cowans

visibly tired, and with Stephenson and

Hill on the bench for 1st team duty at

the weekend, Wigan smelt success.
To t h e i r c r e d i t t h e l a d s h e l d o n t o

restrict Wigan to one try in the corner

for a26-24 victory. As well as the win

there were anumber of positives from

the game, the return of Jason Temu,

Nathan Turner and David Jones to

increase competition for Ist places and

the continued impressive form of

youngster Danny Guest and Aidie Meade.

ALL IANCE CHAMPIONSHIP
1997

MARCH

L E E D S R H I N O S

BRADFORD BULLS

SALFORD REDS

JUNE

HULL KINGSTON ROVERS(H) 7.30pm
SALFORD REDS

St HELENS

(H) 7.30pm

(A) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

THURSDAY 5th

FRIDAY 20th

THURSDAY 26th

THURSDAY 13th

THURSDAY 20th

THURSDAY 27th

(A) 8.00pm

(A) 7.30pm

JULY

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS (A)

APRIL

WARRINGTON WOLVES

HULL

WIGAN WARRIORS

H A L I FA X B L U E S O X

THURSDAY 3rd

THURSDAY 10th

THURSDAY 17th

THURSDAY 24th

(H) 7.30pm

(A) 8.00pm

(H) 7.30pm

A) 7.30pm

THURSDAY 3rd

7.30pm
THURSDAY 10th

FRIDAY 18th

THURSDAY 31st

CASTLEFORD TIGERS (H) 7.30pm

HULL KINGSTON ROVERS (A) 7.30pm

(H) 8,00pmHULL

MAY

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS

L E E D S R H I N O S

BRADFORD BULLS

CASTLEFORD TIGERS

AUGUST

St HELENS

H A L I FA X B L U E S O X

THURSDAY 8th

WEDNESDAY 14th

THURSDAY 22nd

THURSDAY 29th

(H) 7.30pm

(A) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

(A) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

(H) 7.30pm

(A) 7.30pm

THURSDAY 7th

THURSDAY 14th

WEDNESDAY 20th WIGAN WARRIORS

THURSDAY 28th WARRINGTON WOLVES(A) 7.30pm
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●Survey undertaken by NOP Market Research among 1,000 randomly selected bank customers. Interviews were conducted by telephone between 20 Nov 1996 and 12 Dec
1996. Enquirers must be aged 18 or over. In order to safeguard our customers, certain transactions may require written confirmation. First Direct reserves the right to decline
to open an account for you. First Direct credit facilities are subject to status. For written details of our services write to First Direct, Freepost, Leeds, LS98 2RF. First Direct
is adivision of Midland Bank pic. Calls may be monitored and/or recorded. LLOYDS Cheque Account details are based on the Classic Account. The costs comprise fees
of £8 per month. BARCLAYS Cheque Account details are based on the Barclays Bank Account. The costs comprise fees of £5 per month. NAT WEST Cheque Account
details are based on the Current Plus Account. The costs comprise fees of £9 per month. All fees may vary in the future. First Direct variable interest rate forwerdrafts
up to £250 is 12.6% EAR. All information based on authorised overdrafts of 5days or more per month and correct at 20 February 1997. Member HSBC Group

Free f rom charges

o B a n k i n g w i t h F i r s t D i r e c t i s f r e e b e c a u s e w e n e v e r

charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking

transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And ail our customers

automatical ly receive an overdraft up to £250 -also free

o f a n y f e e s . S o c o m p a r e d t o o t h e r h i g h s t r e e t b a n k

accounts you’re better off with First Direct from day one.

We’re amember of the FISBC Group which is one of the

largest banking and financial services organisations in the

world, and in the course of ayear you’ll find we offer more

cost effective current account banking. And the service we

provide means you benefit in many other ways too.

Why pay to

b a n k w h e n

First Direct

i s f r e e ?

T5

(0 By te l ephone , 24 hou rs aday

We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank with us

a t a n y t i m e , 3 6 5 d a y s ( a n d n i g h t s ) o f t h e y e a r ,

from wherever there’s atelephohe, in your home, office or car.

And all UK calls are charged at local rates.

Personal and professional service

Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all they

need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking needs. And

when you require more specialised assistance, such as

aloan, they cah instantly refer you to someone who can help.

Annual current account charges

(annual fees for use of £250 overdraft)

Get t ing cash is easy

NatWest Current Plus £108.00
E v e r y C h e q u e A c c o u n t c u s t o m e r r e c e i v e s t h e

First Direct Card. This allows you to

 withdraw up to £500 aday from over

11,500 cash machines around the UK,

^4 including those of Midland. It also
guaran tees cheques fo r £100 and

includes the Switch payment facility.

nrtldir*"

L loyds C lass ic £96.00

f'-

£60.00Barc lays Bank Account

So is paying bi l is

Our service includes afree bill payment service. Simply call, tell us who

to pay, how much and when, and we do it. This means you can arrange

to pay all your bills at the most convenient time without the need to keep

having to remember to organise it.

First Direct Cheque Account £0.00

If you’re paying more are you with the right bank?Afuil banking service with more benefits

@0800 24 24 24As well as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and

insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates

are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque

A c c o u n t . S o y o u r m o n e y i s a l w a y s w o r k i n g h a r d w i t h o u t t h e

need for you to do the same. Call free or complete the coupon and post to:

First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds, LS98 2RF

Mr/Mrs /MIss /Ms o r Ti t l e

W e w o r k h a r d t o m a i n t a i n t h e s e r v i c e

The best people to demonstrate the qual i ty o f abanking serv ice

a r e i t s c u s t o m e r s - 8 7 % * o f o u r s h a v e r e c o m m e n d e d u s t o t h e i r

friends and colleagues in the last 12 months.

Surname

Forename(s)

Opening an account is easy too U K A d d r e s s

We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts oan be.

So we make it easy. Easy to open aFirst Direct account, then easy

to arrange for your salary to be paid in and easy for all your standing

orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. And it’s

easy (and free) to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24

or oomplete the coupon.

Postcode

CO

Telephone No

“JL



10LDHAM NISSAMI
Drive into the

WITH

O L D H A M N I S S A N
'?●

i
:?’KIs - ■ .V
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:
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IFOESST l?®[S:

mu

WARRANTY

NISSAN
^EARS.

OR

60,000MILES

f
i

▲

ST. MARY'S WAY, OLDHAM. TEL: 0161 628 6200
OPEN AAON-FRI S-7 SAT S-5 SUN -1-1-5

NEIL GIBBISON
B.D.S., V.U. Manc.

Dental Surgeon

36 Oldham Road Uppermill Oldham OL3 6HV

Telephone: Saddleworth (01457) 872108



WE TEST AJAGUAR’S ADVANCED
T E C H N O L O G Y I N S O M E O F T H E H A R S H E S T

C L I M A T E S O N E A R T H .
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Jaguar Xj Series we took it to some of the earth's most

inhospitable places. (For the record: Northern Ontario and

the Arizona desert.)

We tested and refined the engine management system

until it could respond in an instant to any conditions,

be they Arctic blasts or searing, arid heat. To test our paint

for discoloration, we exposed every colour to the mercy

T H E A D VA N C E D T E C H N O L O G Y

JAGUAR XJ SERIES.

Proud though Brighton may be of their sunshine record,

they've never known 48°C. The winters may be bracing in

the Highlands, but -30°C? We think not.

Nevertheless, when we came to test the very latest



so WHEREVER YOU TAKE IT,
I T ’ S B E E N T H E R E .

3year/60,000 mile manufacturer's warranty, a6year anti¬

corrosion warranty and a3year paint defect warranty.

To carry out your own test drive in rather more civilised

surroundings or for more information,

telephone 0800 70 80 60 or fax your

deta i l s to 0171 611 6968.

We pounded our prototypes

around the circuits of Nardo and Nurburgring.

In all, our test cars have covered the equivalent of 40

laps of the earth in aprogramme of literally thousands of

separate operations. Which makes the XJ Series one of the

most thoroughly climate-tested cars in the world.

No wonde r we have t he confidence t o o f f e r i t w i t h a

JAGUAR
D O N ’ T D U E A M I T . D R I V E I T .

670



B u s i n e s s F a c i l i t i e s a t

The Oldham College
T H E O L D H A M

With nearly 7000 students, 80% of whom are adults, The Oldham

College is clearly amajor prowder of training for the region. As well

as offering training and education designed to meet individual needs, SB
The Oldham College has invested in many additional facilities, with

your business needs in mind;

●Information Technology Centre
●TheMedia Centre

● The Grange Arts Centre
●TheBarn Owl Restaurant

● Bespoke Business Trainining (including NVQs)

For an opportunity to discuss your requirements, please call us on
F R E E P H O N E 0 8 0 0 2 6 9 4 8 0 o r

our Commercial Manager, Ian Dean, on 0161 785 4230.

COLLEGE.

ROCHDALE ROAD.

O L D H A M O L 9 6 A A

TEL: 0161 624 5214

FAX: 0161 626 9059

EMAIL:

info@oldham.ac.uk

2._®
a ■ *

OQ 3-

S*'Q.

THE

OLDHAM

COLLEGE

O l d h a m B o r n

—. —.-AJijgn.i' 

for

...and Read^
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OLDHAM

EVENING

CHRONICLE

ROGER HALSTEAD

b u t t h e r e h a s b e e n s o m e

movement on the plan to resite

the running track at Radclyffe

School , which has been

approved.

Once Oldham Council are given

the green light for the joint-use

stadium they will then re-open

t a l k s w i t h A t h l e t i c o n t h e w h o l e

question of stadium planning to

take the borough into the next

century.

The Council maintain they

would like to see anew, state-of-

t h e - a r t s t a d i u m a t W e s t w o o d

shared by both Athletic and the

Bears.

A l t e r n a t i v e s c h e m e s i n c l u d e t h e

redevelopment of Boundary

P a r k t o a c c o m m o d a t e b o t h

clubs ona permanent basis or

the building of asmaller, rugby-

only stadium on another site in

the town, but not at Westwood.

Once the Elect ion is over, the

big debate locally will start all

over again. It willbe fascinating

t o s e e h o w i t a l l w o r k s o u t .

ROGER HALSTEAD

B e a r s f a n s m u s t h a v e b e e n

encouraged by the comments of

Super League boss Maurice

Lindsay after his first visit to

Boundary Park for the Paris St

Germain game.

For those who might have

m i s s e d M a u r i c e ’ s w o r d s o f

wisdom, he said he was “very

impressed” by the Boundary

Park fac i l i t ies , the match

presentation and the general

m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e B e a r s h a d

staged aSuper League game to

go out on Sky.

Almost inevitably, he compared

Boundary Park with dear old

Watersheddings and left no-one

in any doubt that he was right

behind the Bears’ decision to

vacate the old ground up there

on the hill, even though they had

no permanent home to go to.

Nostalgia is all very well,” said

Maurice, “but you can’t run a

modern Super League club on it

and you can’t build for the

future on it. People can come to

Boundary Park knowing they

will be comfortable and well

looked after. That alone will

encourage them to return:

The Bears’ current agreement

w i t h O l d h a m A t h l e t i c f o r t h e

u s e o f B P c o v e r s o n e s e a s o n

only and even if the proposed

new stadium does finally get the

go-ahead it won’t be ready for

1998 and it will be pushing it to

have it up and running for 1999.

Councillor John Battye, leader of

O l d h a m C o u n c i l , t o o k t h e

opportunity to spell out to

Maurice that the proposed new

stad ium wou ld be s im i la r, bu t

smaller, to the McAlpine

S t a d i u m a t H u d d e r s fi e l d .

It would be situated just across

the road from BP and, as such,

would enjoy similar benefits to

those currently enjoyed by BP in

relation to car parking and easy

access to the M62 and beyond.

Vital,” replied Maurice.

Absolutely vital. In an ideal

world, cars heading for sports

stadia would drive straight off

the motorway network and into

the car parks. That’s what they

are doing in the States and it’s

what we will have to do here.

One up to Oldham because

there can’t be many sites in the

enitre country, and certainly not

in the North West, which match

up to Boundary Park (or dare

we say Westwood Park?) when it

c o m e s t o e a s y a c c e s s .

We have since learned that

Government approval or

rejection of the planned new

s t a d i u m w i l l n o t b e f o r t h c o m i n g

un t i l a f t e r t he Genera l E lec t i on ,

((

«<

tt

if
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O L D H A M B E A R S \

SUNDAY 27th APRI

mm

O L D H A M B E A R S
iML2

GDGT e a m T

Paul Atcheson

2Scott Ransom

SCRUMS

3 Darren Abram
12 3 4 5 6

78910II12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

5 Rob Myler

6 Francis Maloney

7 Martin Crompton
PENALTIES

12 3 4 5 6

78910II12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

8 Ian Gildart

9 John Clarke

II Gary Lord

12 joe Faimalo

13 David Bradbury

14 Matt Munro

15 Paul Davidson

20 A fi L e u i l aff
7

22 Jason Temuf

23 Brett Goldspinkrv-:

26 Luke Goodwin

■ f



H A L I F A X B L U E S O X

1997 KICK-OFF 3pm

H A L I F A X B L U E S O X

T e a m T GDG

HALIFAX
Mike UmagaI

R.L.F.C.

Fereti Tuilagi23

SCRUMS

Martin Pearson6
I23456

78910II12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

4Asa Amone

5 Damian Munro

C h r i s C h e s t e r
PENALTIES

12 3 4 5 6

78910II12

13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24

Craig Dean

Karl Harrison

Paul Rowley9

20 Kelvin Skerrett

21 Michael Jackson
OFFICIALS

12 Simon Baldwin
REFEREE

Steve Ganson

TOUCH JUDGES

RBrooks

R. Southwood

IN GOAL

N. Byers

D.F. Redfearn

1
Martin Moana13

Wayne Jackson17

Carl Gillespie22

7 Wayne Parker

TBA

VOUR CLUBS
OFFICIAL

SPORTS ORINKisostar
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