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Chaiman JAMES QUINN
Divectors JOHN CHADWICK, ROGER NORRIS,
MIKE WINTERBOTTOM, TOM PATTERSON.

Chief Executive JAMES QUINN
Chief Secretary KAREN SCOTT

Mecka Marketing Manager DA\VID HUGHES

Commercial Manager RAY HILL
Senior Accountant PAUL TRAFFORD
Dental Surgeon MR. N. GIBBISON
Physiotherapist MR. N. HODGSON,
Ass Physiotherapist MR. ). WATKINS
Coach ANDY GOODWAY

Foothall Manager ALAN MCCURRIE
AEance Coach PADDY KIRWAN
Academy Manager BRIAN GARTLAND
Hon. Consuiltant Orthopaedic Surgeons
MR. D. WALKER

Official Time Keeper MR. J. ROSCOE
Hon. Safety Officer ROGER NORRIS
Programme EditorRAY HILL.
Conditioner ANDREW JACKSON

Photos courtesy of The Oldham Evening Chronicle

Comments in this programme are not necessarily

the clubs.
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Ciub Directory
Oldham Bears RLFC

The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
0161 624 4865 (3 lines) General Office
0161 626 4501 Information Line

0891 44 00 70 Oldham Hotline
0161 624 9615 Shop Line

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS

1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57 Runners Up

1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, 1954-55

FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1904-05

LANCASHIRE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
RUGBY LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS

1899, 1925, 1927 Runners Up 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926
LANCASHIRE CUP WINNERS

1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958 Runners Up
1908, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968, 1986, 1989
SECOND DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88

Second Division Premiership Winners

1988, 1990 Runners Up 1992

Chub Records

RECORD VICTORY

63-0 v Goole, March 18th 1899 (Challenge Cup Rd 1)
67-6 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD SCORE

70-10 v Bramley, Feb 12th 1995 (Challenge Cup Rd4)
67-6 v Liverpool City, 4th April 1959 (League)
RECORD ATTENDANCE

28,000 v Huddersfield, Feb 24th 1912

individual Records

TRIES IN A SEASON

Reg Farrar 49 1921-22

TRIES IN A CAREER

Alan Davies 174 1950-1961

TRIES N A MATCH

James Miller 7 v Barry, Oct 3lst 1908
GOALS IN A SEASON

Bernard Ganley 200 1957-58

GOALS IN A CAREER

Bernard Ganley 1,358 1950-1961

GOALS IN A MATCH

Bernard Ganley 14 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959
POINTS IN A SEASON

Bernard Ganley 412 1957-58

POINTS N A CAREER

Bernard Ganley 2,761 19501961

POINTS IN A MATCH

Abe Johnson 30 v Widnes (12 goals 2 tries), April 9th 1928
MOST APPEARANCES

Joe Ferguson 628 Sept 1899 - April 1923
MOST CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES
Joe Lawton 134 Sept 1897 - Nov 1902

ALL THIE ABOVE RECORDS ARE RELEVANT

TOLOLDEEAN FIST CLASS FIXTURES ONLY
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JAMES QUINN The Chairman

AS we come to the end of the first Super League
season, it is appropriate to look back over the course
of the past few months and to look ahead to next
year and beyond.

This has certainly been an eventful time both for
Super League as a whole and the Oldham club in
particular. Both at League level and more locally, we
have passed through a massive learning curve which
can only benefit the game as a whole in 1897.

One of the main things we have learned is that
supporters require a consistent time-table of venues,
kick-off times etc and we will certainly do our best to
provide this next year.

| think most people in the game will agree that the
standard of Rugby League is higher than ever. The
net result of full-time professionalism, superb playing
conditions in summer and Super League

than our share of injuries and one can only hope we

will have better fortune next summer.

The game is going faster and faster, tougher and

tougher, but players throughout Super League are

enjoying being full-time professionals and this is

reflected in the high-quality performances we are

seeing week in and week out.

The one disappointing factor of the season has been

in attendance figures. Frankly, crowds have been

disappointingly low, but perhaps factors other than

rugby have had a detrimental effect.

Locally, we have had to battle against uncertainty,

particularly concerning the Watersheddings ground,

the proposed new stadium and where we will be

playing next year, if not here.

We can't predict what the future holds because
several parties are involved, but

is the development of a sport that is now
soaring to new heights on the field of
play.

Anyone who went to Warrington last
Friday night for our game at Wilderspool
and then watched Sky TV presentation of
the London-Wigan and the St Helens v
Sheffield matches got a feast of fabulous
football and the highest levels of sporting
entertainment.

More quality players are needed because
Super League is going to go better and
better and will ultimately become a very
exclusive organisation for the elite of our game both
here and in Europe.

| think it will be extremely difficult to get in as the
years go by, so for a club like ours it is imperative
that we do all in our power to retain our status while
we have it.

So far , so good. We were given a slim chance of
competing in Super League by many people. A lot of
pundits said we would be battling against relegation,
but we will finish comfortably outside the danger zone
and it is only a few weeks ago since we had a
realistic chance of ending up in the top six with an
outside chance of taking fourth place.

We completed doubles over Halifax and Leeds - no
mean feat - but there were occasions also when we
let ourselves down, none more so than in the home
defeat by Workington after we had led comfortably at
half-time.

The size of our squad was questioned as injuries
began to pile up. We have certainly had far more

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

hopefully we will be able to offer
better facilities next season and a
more consistent time-table of matches
and events which, in turn, should help
us to pull in better support.

What a magnificent achievement it
would be for the club, and what a
great bonus for this town of ours, if
we could establish ourselves as long-
term and highly-successful members
of Super League, thus projecting the
town across the country, across parts
of Europe and around the world, via
the Sky TV and News Corporation organisations.
The Academy side is coming along nicely and it is
already apparent to senior members of our coaching
staff that several members of the side have an
excellent chance of going a long way in the game.
The Alliance side has probably suffered the most
from our appaling luck with injuries, but still faces two
trips to Humberside, following Friday's game at
Salford, and one point should be enough to ensure
Alliance Championship safety.

At Super League level, quality is the name of the
game. There are fascinating prospects for Super
League over the course of the next few years and if
we all pull together to take our club forward | see no
reason why Oldham Bears cannot be part of it.
Thanks for your support during the season. I'm sure
we can rely on it during the winter and | look forward
to seeing you all again when we start up again with
the Silk Cut Challenge Cup in the early part of
February.
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MASTERMIND

Do you know all there is to know BIG LEAGUE BONANZA
about OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE o e IR, Rt
CLUB, or the life and times of Agent J. Bradbury

£100 winners
BRIAN BEVAN? Monday B5191 R Wolfenden

Agent E. Barker
Tuesday A5157 J. Wolfstencroft
Agent S. Derbyshire
Wednesday H4863 P.J. Crewe
Agent Bankers Order
Thursday G7335 C. Craig
Agent J. Brafbury
Friday H0442 A. Morton
Agent M. Allingham
£50 Agents draw 204 A. Bowyer

CACTUS TV ARE LOOKING FOR CONTESTANTS TO
APPEAR ON A BRAND NEW SPORTS
“MASTERMIND" QUIZ
PRESENTED BY RORY McGRATH.

It'S A KNOCKOUT TOURNAMENT TO FIND THE
PERSON WHO KNOWS MOST ABOUT THEIR
CHOSEN SPORTING TOPIC.

SO IF YOU FEEL YOU ARE AN EXPERT ON A
PARTICULAR AREA OF RUGBY LEAGUE OR ANY

SPORT AND FANCY COMPETING IN A TELEVISION EXTRA £10 BONUS PRIZE WINNERS
CONTEST 1. F0834 . Campbell 2. C4395 B. Hargreaves 3. C3045 P. Marlor 4.

G1654 S. farrell 5. H8329 R. Cosgrove 6. H1674 S. lles 7. H0748 David
PHONE US NOW AT CACTUS TV ON

Rice 8. F0964 M. Turner 9. C2512 A. Kettleton 10. H1113 |. Evans
0171 465 6225

A

NORTH WEST AERIALS AND SATELLITE SUPPLIES
SRR

Dilesheen House,
Rutland Street, Swinton
Manchester M27 2AU
Tel: 0161 793 1383
Fax:: 0161 794 0566

CUSTOM MADE FLAT PACK PRICES

KITCHENS

STEPHEN J. BATTERSBY

INDEPENDENT DESIGNER & SUPPLIER OF PROPER TACKLE

TELEPHONE: SADDLEWORTH 01457 877776
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WE'RE
~ BUT WE

;ﬁ-;; SHOULD BE
CERTIFIED

FREE M.O.T.s.
FREE RAC MEMBERSHIP
FREE HEALTHCHECK

MAD PRICES ON SERVICING

FREE MEMBERSHIP OF

PRIVILEGED CUSTOMER CLUB

This advertisement is a written declaration of our insanity.
But then you'd be even crazier if you missed out on;

* Free M.O.T. test on any Jaguar or Daimler.

¢ Six months’ free RAC membership with every

scheduled service.
* 7,500 mile service from only £99.99

¢ Limited period offers for all vehicles over three years old.

HOLLINGDRAKE

Reassuringly thorough in everything we do.

AUTHORISED

\\\\\

GARY LORD

CONTACT KAREN MARTIN

AT HOLLINGDRAKE, TOWN HALL SQ. STOCKPORT

0161 480 7966
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ANDY Goodway

CONGRATULATIONS to David Bradbury on his selection in
the 32-man squad to tour Papua New Guinea, Fiji and New
Zealand this autumn.

COMMISERATIONS to Paul Atcheson, who missed out on
the original 32, but won a place in the 13-man shadow
squad. David has fully earned his selection and | expect
him to have an excellent tour. As | have said so often in the
past, he has the potential to become one of this country’s
finest back-row forwards.

He has fought back superbly from the setback he suffered
when he received a lengthy suspension last year and if
anybody deserves success for hard work and dedication it
is David Bradbury.

As for Paul, | think he can feel very unfortunate indeed to be
overlooked for the first 32. In my opinion he is the best
full-back in the country and | am confident he will go on to
prove that next summer when we have the second season
of Super League.

As this is the last match of the season | would like to thank
the players and my fellow coaches for their support during
the summer and | must also pay tribute to the support of

LAWRENCE PERRINS
& SONS LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1947

176, Oldham Road, Springhead,
Oldham. OL4 5SJ

Telephone: 0161 624 1723
Fax: 0161 624 3798

PLUMBERS - ELECTRICIANS
HEATING ENGINEERINGS
SECURITY SYSTEMS
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the fans through thick and thin.
There are not as many of you as we would like to see, but
to those who have offered their support | would like to say
thanks. Do your best next season to encourage others to
come and watch us and | am sure you will all like what you
see.

We have had some highs and lows together, but we will all
remember the trip to Paris early in the season and many
other good days together with a few of the not-so-good
variety.

The vocal support at Warrington last weekend, from a
relatively few supporters, was terrific and | know we can
rely on that backing again today and again next season.

| hope to see you all again in the early part of 1997 and |
can assure you that, after a break of a few weeks, no stone
will be left unturned by everyone at the Oldham Bears to
make sure we have a side that will do the club proud in the
second season of Super League. Have a good break, see
you soon,

ANDY GOODWAY

GAP

STEEL TRADING LTD

LONDON HOUSE
29A LONDON ROAD
STOCKTON HEATH
WARRINGTON
WA4 656G

TELEPHONE: 01925 601111
FAX: 01925 604000
MOBILE: 0836 600609

“STEEL PARCELS AT
TRADE PRICES”
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Metropolitan Borough []

Tackling the issues...

SCARVES
FLEECE JACKETS . .29.99

GRANDAD SHIRT
from 21.99 t0 24.99

COTTON SHIRTS . . .19.99

PRINTED T-SHIRT . .12.99

BASE BALL CAPS . . .8.50

SWEAT SHIRTS .. .15.00

NEW SWEAT S!*"'7TS 245 g £ . . _,

FRANcUPLINT S . .20.1C ; . LT R "

uotemiL. 3 \ v bol A i gl | ) on all fronts!

HOLD ».55 12,59 P S/ R

VIDEOS 10.° L ' v - Employment and economic development, education,

Waterproof ‘ O N the environment, housing, recreation and culture, social services,
29.94 ’ : =W £ wt Ay s roads and transport plus a good deal more!

g!‘? | : : v Iy 2 ] / g TS
oY J ¢ 4 b " {*.:,

POLO 5%:F3S
Super League |
T-SHIRTS .......% 9.50 ||

TRACK SUFa L . LRSSl W A

BRONX HATS .. ....8.50 |/ W o7,
NEW CLUB TIES|.[ ;000 ! .\ -— -
CLUBTIES ..-:... 50 (b ﬁ‘ oy AR

plus... < < il

KEY RINGS, BADGES
& MUGS for 2.50

'JASON TEMU, JOE FAIMALO, HOWARD
HILL, ANDREW PATMORE, AFFI LEUILA.

4

VISIT OUR TOWN SQUARE SHOP TO SEE ALL THE LATEST ITEMS OF BEARS MERCHANDISE
SOMETHING FOR EV ER\()'\E S Enquiries about Council services and policies to the Chief Executive’s Department.

DON'T FORGET WE AR ___ T CHANGING OUR KIT SO ING AND BUY A REPLICA ’ Telephone 0161 911 4708
BE v IN THE SUPER LEAGUE W ( CLUB COLOURS.

TownScpaeShoppngCenheOlclm




NEWS FROM The Junior

DON YATES Down

“Come on you Bears, come on you Bears” this is the last time we
shall be singing that this season.

Yes it's the last game of the first Super League season already, and
we welcome the players and supporters of Sheffield Eagles to
Watersheddings.

As it's the last game Junior and | shall be going into hibernation for
a well earned rest and to recharge ready for next season, enough of
that for now, let's get on with business..

The mascot for today’s game is Jenna Garvey who is sponsored by
The WEAVERS ARMS in Huddersfield Road. Jenna is 11 years old
and will be attending Counthill school, when the new term begins in
September. Her favourite player is the Bears full back Paul
Atcheson.

Mascot for the London match was y year old Christopher Collinson.
Chris was sponsored by RICBRAD Roofing. He attends Holy
Rosary School and Chris's favourite player is Francis Maloney.

The Junior Bears would like to thank all Mascot sponsors for their
support throughout the season.

On Tuesday 27 August we are holding an end of season disco for
the Junior Bears in the Sheddings Club which also coincides with
the Junior Bears ‘Player of the Season' presentation. The disco will
start at 7.30 with the presentation taking place around 8.30. | hope
all Junior Bears will be able to attend, as this will be our last
meeting together this year.

The teaser | set you in the London programme was ‘Which former

“ é“‘“

McCarth;’s Catering

CELEBRATING A WEDDING, ANNIVERSARY, 18TH, 21ST OR EVEN A SPORTSMEN
DINNER, WE CAN OFFER AN EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF HOT AND COLD FOOD

Featherstone player now plays for the Broncos?? The answer was
Ikram Butt, not too hard was it.

Details for renewal of memberships and new members will be
published in the local press around December/January so keep a
look out for that.

As | said earlier | will be going into hibernation soon, but let me say
a BIG thank you to you all for making the meetings fun to attend
and to all the mascots this season, you are, one and all ‘VERY
SPECIAL JUNIOR BEARS’.

Keep smiling and be happy!

See you next season

BUSTER
TODAY’S MASCOT
SPONSORED BY

WEAVERS ARMS

HUDDERSFIELD ROAD FOR THAT
EXCELLENT PINT OF LEES
BITTER AND GREAT
ATMOSPHERE CALL IN TODAY

After virtually twelve months continuous rugby, both
Oldham and Sheffield will be looking forward to a
refreshing break after today’s final match of the 1996
season. Neither club will be involved in the Premiership
play-off although that competition has happy memories
for both the Roughyeds and the Eagles.

Indeed these two clubs met at Old Trafford in the
Divisional play-off just four years ago. At the end of
that 1991-92 season Sheffield lifted the Second Division
Championship and with it promotion to the top flight
whilst Oldham just missed going up, ending the
campaign in third slot.

In the Divisional play-off quarter-finals Sheffield
defeated a Keighley side playing their third game in five
days by 72-14. Former Oldham favourite Charlie
McAllister scored a hat-trick of tries in that game.
Oldham defeated Dewsbury 36-18 at that stage whilst
the other two quarter-finals ended in controversial
fashion. London Crusaders beat Huddersfield 14-4 and
then overcame an appeal lodged by the Fartowners who
claimed that the Londoners had fielded more that their
quota of overseas players. The League ruled that
London would never pull a stroke like that!! The big
shock of the quarter-finals was Batley's 15-6 win at
Leigh. Four players were sent off in that match
including Paul Topping. Obviously a case of mistaken
identity.

The semi-finals saw Batley almost pull off another
surprise before losing 36-22 at Sheffield whilst Oldham
beat an Australian XIIl - sorry London 22-14. The final
at Old Trafford was expected to be a close affair and that
proved to be the case. The teams for the final were as
follows:

OLDHAM: Duncan Piatt; Scott Ranson, Vince Nicklin,
Iva Ropati, Sean Tyrer; Richard Russell, Tommy Martyn;
lan Sherratt, Richard Pachniuk, Keith Newton, Chris
Joynt, Shane Tupaea & Ged Byrne. Subs: Steve
Warburton & Timmy Street.

SHEFFIELD: David Mycoe; Mark Gamson, Charlie
McAllister, Daryll Powell, David Plange; Richard Price,
Mark Aston; Paul Broadbent, Mick Cook, Hugh Waddell,
Dale Laughton, lan Hughes & Anthony Farrell. Subs:
Tim Lumb & Keith Mumby.

Unfortunately for Oldham Daryll Powell was in
unstoppable form for the Eagles, especially in the
opening 30 minutes. He scored two tries in the first
quarter to put the Eagles 12-4 in front, Duncan Platt
having scored a try for Oldham. At that point Powell
was the victim of a high tackle from lan Sherratt who
was sent off for his part in the incident. Before half-
time Powell had scored again to leave Oldham trailing
16-4 at the interval.

Despite their numerical disadvantage, the Roughyeds
staged a revival early in the second half, Ged Byrne and
Keith Newton scored tries which, converted by Tommy
Martyn, put Oldham level at 16-16 on the hour. A David
Mycoe try then edged Sheffield in front but a similar
effort from Scott Ranson again equalised the scores.
Oldham were now feeling the effects of the Sherratt
dismissal and late tries by Tim Lumb and Keith Mumby
plus three goals from Mark Aston, taking his total to
five, made the final scoreline 34-20 in favour of the
Eagles.

It had been a spectacular final between two teams who
had played open, entertaining rugby to thrill the large
0ld Trafford crowd. We don’t expect such a big crowd
at Watersheddings this afternoon but, no doubt, the
rugby will be of similar high standard.

BEE FAMILY FINANCE
IF YOU REQUIRE CREDIT FOR

We can also arrange credit

facilities for leading fashion shops

e Carpets in Oldham and Manchester

* Furniture A family business that looks after your family’s needs

*TV’s . JUST CALL IN AT THE BEE FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE
« Car rerpairs etc Telephone: 624 9908

* Small Personal Loans
* Household Goods

01457 832607

VALE MILL LODGE, HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, MICKLEHURST, MOSSLEY

10 OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OLDHAM HOTLINE TELEPHONE: 0891 44 00 70 OLDHAM HOTLINE TELEPHONE: 0891 44 00 70 OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE 11




PARR
GROUP

Joseph Parr (aLco) Ltd

BUILDERS AND TIMBER MERCHANTS
Your Local Supplier
of all Building
and Timber Products
Call us on

0161 633 1264

Higginshaw Lane,
Royton, Oldham.

TODAY'S Big

Match Sponsor

VAUX BREWERY

would like to thank Oldham Bears for a good season and wish them all
the best for 1997

REDDISH
DEMOLITION
LIMITED

ALBION HOUSE
UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON,
OLDHAM

Removal Specialists

PROUD SPONSORS AND
SUPPORTERS OF
OLDHAM RLFC

CLOSED CIRCUIT
TELEVISION
SPECIALISTS

Unit G1
Brookside Business Park,
Greengate,
Middleton, Manchester.
M24 1GS
Telephone

0161-654 7449

Facsimile

0161-624 3333

TODAY'S MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSOR

HYDE PRECISION COMPONENTS

Thank you to Dave Gregory and guests for their support

On this day....

This weekend sees the start of the 1996-97 amateur season, a
weekend which, in the past has brought both triumph and
disaster. In 1990, for instance, Saturday 25th August saw
Saddleworth Rangers lose 24-18 over at Leigh Miners whilst
down at the Lancaster Club, Failsworth the now defunct British
Aerospace squad were enjoying a bright start to the campaign.
They defeated Lock Lane 22-12 with tries from Harry Maher (2)
and Rick Clarkson plus five goals from the trusty boot of Bill
Taylor. "

Way back on Saturday, 25th August 1928 Great Britain met
New Zealand before a crowd of 21,000 at English Park,
Christchurch. The Lions won this third test and therefore the
series with a narrow 6-5 victory thanks to tries from Les
Fairclough (St Helens) and Tommy Askin (Featherstone).
Oldham had one representative on that tour, Bob Sloman, but
he was not involved in this match.

Oldham had no players selected for the 1962 Australasian tour
which called off for three matches in South Africa on the way
home. On Saturday, 25th August 1962 the Lions played South
Africa in Durban where they won 39-33. A lengthy injury list

caused British coach Shaun Hutton to turn out as a second half
substitute in that match.

On 25th August 1965 Oldham travelled up to the Recreation
Grounds to take on Whitehaven in a league match, They
returned home with the spoils after beating the Cumbrians 12-
0. Full-back John Winton scored a try and three goals whilst
centre Stan McLeod crossed for the other try.

It was on Sunday 25th August 1985 that the inaugural Charity
Shield was staged at the Douglas Bowl, Isle of Man. Despite
heavy rain, there was a crowd of 4,066 to see Wigan defeat
Hull KR 34-6

The 25th August 1970 proved to be a successful day for the
Barrow and former Welsh rugby union centre Keith Jarrett. He
scored two tries and landed 11 goals as the Shipbuilders
defeated Doncaster 64-2

Finally, it was on this day in 1993 that Oldham signed utility
forward lyan Green from St Helens on a free transfer. The
former Golbourne (Leigh) junior made his debut later that
month at Halifax and, to date, has made a total of 38
appearances for Oldham, scoring five tries.

LISTEN TO YOUR FAVOURITE PLAYERS ON 0891 44 00 70 OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE 13




THERE IS EVERYTHING YOU NEED AT

ALL THE BEST NAMES YOU EXPECT AT PRICES YOU WON'T BELIEVE
Repair Agents % All Year Round Club
Open Six Days
Why not visit our discount shop
PRAMCOTS
76 Yorkshire Street, Oldham

Tel: 0161-628 9754

BABYLAND
54-56 George Street, Oldham ~

Tel: 0161-624 1160

Please present
this advert for £10
1 off when you
1 spend £100 or
1 more( this voucher
1 may only be used
| once and may not
i be used against
1 any other offer or

1 at sale times.
R e e o o i s i e e o

e e e s e e i e e e i e e e i

O.R.L.F.C.

WE'VE CURED HEADACHES
FOR THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers of upholstery
fillings for over a century, Platt &
Hill make foam and fibre fillings
of the highest quality right here
in Oldham.

So reliable are our products,
that Oldham RLFC have selected
them to cushion the uprights of
their goal posts.

In a way, you see, we've
prevented headaches all round!

5 PLATT & HILL
;)_\' FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS

FIBRE FILLINGS DIV

BEARS (uestion

FULL NAME: Gary Robert Lord

DATE OF BIRTH: 06.07.66
BIRTHPLACE: wakefield

HEIGHT: 6'2"

WEIGHT: 15.7

NICKNAME AT CLUB: Bond - Screaming
OCCUPATION: Professional RL Player
HOME: 3 bed semi

CAR: Mondeo & Corsa

MARRIED: Yes - Debbie

CHILDREN: (2) Jesica - 4, Megan - 1.
FAMILY: Mum, Dad, Brothers; Paul, Craig
WHAT WAS YOUR AMBITION AS A CHILD? To play Rugby

WHO WAS YOUR BOYHOOD HERO? Kevin Ward

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT IN RUGBY?
Losing Semi Oldham v Wigan 1995

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST THRILL IN RUGBY?

Winning Wembley. Castleford v Hull KR 1986

WHICH PRESENT DAY PLAYER DO YOU ADMIRE MOST? Karl Harrison
WHO |S THE GREATEST PLAYER THERE HAS BEEN? Wally Lewis
WHAT IS THE BEST PART OF YOUR JOB? Training

WHO IS THE TOUGHEST OPPONENT YOU HAVE FACED? Les Boyd

IF YOU WON THE LOTTERY, WHAT IS THE FIRST THING YOU WOULD
BUY? Yacht

WHAT IS YOUR BEST QUALITY? Good Looks - charm

WHAT IS YOUR WORST QUALITY? Ask the lads

APART FROM YOUR OWN CLUB, WHICH IS YOUR FAVOURITE GROUND?
Wembley

WHICH IS YOUR LEAST FAVOURITE GROUND? Derwent Park

WHAT OTHER SPORTS & HOBBIES DO YOU HAVE? Golf, mud-wrestling
WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL EVENING OUT? Good meal with friends

WHAT IS THE MOST DANGEROUS THING YOU HAVE DONE?

Fishing in stormy seas

WHAT DANGEROUS THINGS WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO ATTEMPT?
Rally-Driving

WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST PHOBIA? Losing

WHAT IS YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION? Wife & Children
WHICH FAMOUS PERSON WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO MEET?
Olivia Newton-John

WHICH WORLD FIGURE DO YOU MOST ADMIRE? Screaming Lord Sutch
AWAY FROM RUGBY, WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BEST SPORTING
ACHIEVEMENT? Pool Tournament

WHAT IS THE FUNNIEST MOMENT YOU HAVE SEEN ON A RUGBY
PITCH? Belle's defence

DO YOU HAVE AN UNUSUAL FOOD THAT IMPROVES YOUR GAME?
Chicken & Pasta

WHAT IS THE ODDEST PIECE OF TRAINING THAT YOU HAVE DONE?
At Castleford - run to Mal Reilly’s - dig fish pond & run back to club.
IS THERE A DREAM YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ACHIEVED IN A SPORT
OTHER THAN RUGBY? Decathlete.

FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME: Men Behaving Badly

FAVOURITE TV STAR: Michael Barrymore

FAVOURITE FILM: Aladdin

FAVOURITE FILM STAR: Robin Williams

FAVOURITE SOAP OPERA: Home & Away

FAVOURITE SOAP CHARACTER: Reg Holdsworth (Coronation Street)
FAVOURITE CITY: Orlando

FAVOURITE POP STAR: Kim Wilde

FAVOURITE SINGLE: Most

FAVOURITE LP: Abba Gold

FAVOURITE FOOD: Chicken

FAVOURITE DRINK: Guiness

NIGHTCLUB

OLDHAM’S FOREMOST FREEHOUSE
17/21 Mumps Oldham

Tel: 0161 620 9566

TREATMENT ROOM NEWS
INJURY UPDATE

The list continues to grow at an alarming rate, Gary Lord, Jason
Temu, and Darren Abram all being added to a lengthy injury list,
as the season draws to a close.

X-rays taken after the London game on Darren Abram’s jaw
revealed a crack, hopefully surgery won't be required as the
damage didn’t look too bad. But nevertheless Darren was quite

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

sore last week. Jason Temu sprung his shoulder in the same
match putting him out for the season, however it does enable
Jason to have surgery on his long standing knee problem
sooner than was planned. Gary Lord picked up a foot injury in
training prior to the Workington match and has been struggling
ever since. Howard Hill went in a Chorley hospital last week for
an operation on his injured shoulder and hopefully will be fully
fit for the start of next season. After a couple of nasty knocks
to the head lan Gildart caused some concern but a scan gave
the all clear and lan was in the squad at Warrington last week
Jw.
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GMR'S Mialcolm

Professionalism & Razzmataz

Pro Rugby is the first official computer simulated game
that pays homage to the game of Rugby League. The
game consists of the teams that form the recently
established dynamic "Super League” as well as teams
from Divisions | and Il plus Australian Clubs and
International squads. The players in the game consist of
many differing caricature figures. Pro Rugby is the first
sports game to have such intricate and detailed players.
The "Super League" itself has proved immensely popular
and is now viewed by millions every week on Sky TV.
Pro Rugby has all the features of the authentic game of
Rugby and will prove to be just as inspirational and
thrilling as watching or playing the real thing.

Pro Rugby is the official computer game of the new
"Super League" as well as the long established RFL.

Full commentary by BSkyB's legendary commentary
team Mick "Stevo" Stephenson and Eddie Hemmings.

It is the first sports simulation to have two
commentators.

You don't need to be a fan of Rugby to enjoy this game,
just a fan of stimulating sports computer games.

Full squads of all the teams in the "Super League" plus
Division | and Il, as well as the Australian clubs and
International squads.

Real crowd noises as well as realistic sound effects for
all the in-game action.

Manage your own personal squad with individual and
varying levels of skill for each player.

Pick your favourite team from real life squad members.
The players themselves are lifelike caricatures. You are
able to select different players with differing abilities
needed for the game of rugby including speed, kicking,
aggression, strength, stamina etc, etc.

The game is due for release in September.

If you would like to win one of the Pro Rugby - "Super
League" games please answer this simple question and
return it to Ray Hill at Watersheddings.

Question: Name the current captain of Ireland RL team.

IRCH HAL

HOTEL

Restaurant, Funetion Suites,
Residential,
Conference/Banqueting Facilities
always available

Rhodes Hill, Lees, Oldham, OL4 5EB
Tel: 0161 624 8875 & 0161 624 4391
Fax: 0161 633 0854

OUT OF
THE BLUE...
SOMEONE
DRIVES
INTO YOU

WE GUARANTEE TO GET YOU BACK ON
THE ROAD WITHIN ONE HOUR

DISCOUNT MOTOR SERVICES
for details

PHONE FREE ON
AVAILABLE NOW FROM 0800 132423
ELLEN GARAGE NOW
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Well, with the Championship going to the final week-end
of the season, the powers that be must be
delighted. It was also nice to see at St
Helens last weekend that there is
still room for a touch of humour.
The first example hit me when |
visited the referees dressing
room before the game. Pinned
to the back of the door was one
of those eye test charts that you
see in opticians - with the letters
magnified.
The second came during the half-
time break. We had already
been entertained
by the young
ladies giving an
exhibition of
aerobic
\ dancing,
and of

\ course

the madcap antics of the brilliant Neil Holding, when St
Bernard the Saints mascot took the ball and dived over
the line much to the enjoyment of the crowd. Bernard
was ecstatic when the big screen showed a slow motion
replay and then followed up by displaying the worded
“NO TRY”. The crowd loved it and it was splendid
entertainment.

On the other hand, | was at The Willows earlier in the
day and was one of about 2250 to watch the game with
Batley.

It was a game The Reds won by a canter, but for me like
so many others the victory was marred by a terrible
sound system which was inaudible from my position
together with the consistent beating of drums.
According to the GMR phone-in, people are actually
staying away from The Willows because of this constant
banging and the announcer is not exactly the most
popular of people with his American style ranting.
Please lets go for professionalism rather than the
razzmatazz - or we may have to start drumming up
support!

MALCOLM LORD BBC, GMR

| Timeto change

Why should it be any different for your bank?
At the Co-operative Bank, we have built ou:

Business customers who care.

your business banking?

If you don't get a satisfactory service from your suppliers, you stop dealing with them.

r reputation on the provision of quality

service to our business customers and underpinned this with a full range of products and
services and a commitment to continuous innovation. We are the only bank with a full

. telephone banking service for businesses and a true sense of social responsibility which is

reflected in our Ethical Stance.
£3.5 billion and established since 1872.

cares as much about your business as you do.

No more than you should expect from a full service clearing bank with assets of

If you are experiencing poor service, change to The Co-operative Bank, a bank that

For more information contact Mario Arnone
Business Centre, Telephone 01204 365805

S Y o _.,36
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OLDHAM Bears

The late withdrawal of Paul Norman and Tony Nuttall for 1st team duties
again upset the preparations for the important home game against
Warrington. A home win against Warrington would have guaranteed
survival in the Alliance championship division so their withdrawal was
disappointing for myself and for the players. It must be recognised
however that 1st team calls take precedence over everything eise. In the
event the sides named on Wednesday night included 9 Academy players
and four trialists.

Prior to the game the non arrival of two trialists again affected preparations

and the seventeen man squad had to be boosted with two sixteen year olds,

Simon Svabic and Jimmy Bownner coming onto the bench. To their credit
the lads put all the chopping and changing behind them to produce a
tremendous first half performance. After only 3 minutes David Milne forced
his way over after a good angled inside run, and this was followed 5
minutes later with a fine try from the strong running Rob Myler, with both
tries converted by Paul Deacon.

With the confidence lifted Oldham settled into a controlled pattern of play
and looked to be capable of increasing their lead. Against the run of play
Chris North, the trialist centre from Dewsbury, had the ball stolen in a one
man tackle just inside his own half. After stealing the ball the Warrington
centre turned into an open field to run 40 metres unopposed to the comer.
Wire followed this up with a good move direct from a penalty which the full
back finished in the comer to bend the scores at 12-12.

Oldham did not let their heads go down and hit back when Gartland found
Mike Prescott running into a large hole in the Wire defence. With minutes
remaining of the 1st half Chris North, put Julian Mike in at the comer, again
beautifully converted by Deacon to give Oldham a 24-12 1st half lead

In the 2nd half Oldham competed for 30 minutes with a try direct from the
scrum by Rob Myler matching another try by the Warrington full back. For
the final 10 minutes Warrington had us under siege with a number of 50/50
decisions going their way. At a time when our young forwards were tiring
fast | had no fire power on the bench to boost them, and the possession
given to Warrington was made to count. Warrington scored 12 points in
the last five minutes including this conversion to win the match from the
touchline. When the whistle went as soon as the ball went through the
posts the final score was 32-30. All | could feel was disappointment at the
lack of reward for the young players for the efforts they had put in, and
frustration at knowing it was a game that should have been won.

ALLIANCE CHAMPIONSHIP

P W D L For Agst Diff Pts
Bradford Bulls 18 15 0 525 326 199 30
Halifax Blue Sox 18 10 1 7 471 396 75 21
Salford Reds 18 10 0 8 505 418 87 20
Leeds 18 9 2 7 440 380 60 20
Hull 17 10 0 7 363 376 -12 20
Castleford Tigers 18 8 2 8 410 357 51 18
Wigan 18 9 0 9 499 473 26 18
St Helens 18 8 0 10 441 449 -8 16
Warrington 18 6 0 12 411 516 -105 12
Oldham Bears 17 6 0 11 333 521 -188 12
Hull KR 18 4 1 13 304 489 -185 9

R SRS -.:::-.m
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The inaugural Stones Super League Championship season
comes to a sensational and dramatic climax at the week end
with St. Helens and Wigan battling it out for title honours.
Supporters are unlikely to know the final destiny of the Super
League Championship trophy until the hooter sounds to end
Saints final League match of the season against Warrington at
Knowsley Road on Monday afternoon.

Saints within sight of their first Championship title for 21 years,
remain a point clear of arch-rivals Wigan, who take on
Workington Town at Central Park on Saturday evening.

Hull Kingston Rovers were crowned Second Division
Champions after their 60-16 slamming of Leigh Centurions at
Craven Park on Sunday.

LEADING SCORERS STONES SUPER LEAGUE

TRIES: SL Cup TOTAL
Paul Newlove ~ St. Helens 26 7 35 (inc 2 Eng)
Danny Arnold  St. Helens 19 6 25
Robbie Paul BradfordB 18 3 21
Jonathan Scales Bradford B 12 6 18
Jason Robinson Wigan 2 1 24 (Inc 1 Eng)
John Bentley Halifax BS 17 1 18
Martin Offiah London B 10 5 19** (Inc 4 Eng)
Anthony Sullivan St. Helens 14 5 19
Richard Henare Warrington 16 2 18
Steve Prescott  St. helens 11 4 18 (Inc 3 Eng)

*For Carlisle
** All but three for Wigan

GOALS

Bobbie Goulding St. Helens 113 (3) 29 147 (3)(Inc5 Eng)
John Schuster  HalifaxBS 93 (2) 10 103 (2)
Andrew Farrell  Wigan 94 1 95

Steve McNamara Bradford B 76 91)  14* 91(1) (Inc 1 Eng)
Frano Botica Castleford T 86 (2) 0 86 (2)

Mark Aston Sheffield E 82 1 83
Graham Holroyd Leeds 76 (2) 12(2) 88(4)

lestyn Harris Warrington  65(2) 4 76(2) (Inc Wales)
Paul Cook Bradford B 28(1) 25 53(1)

Greg Barwick LondonB  46(2) 0 46(2)

() Drop goals included in total *For Hull

POINTS

Bobbie Goulding St. Helens 239 58 311 (Inc 14 Eng)
John Schuster  Halifax BS 216 20 236
Graham Holroyd Leeds 194 30 224
Andrew Farrell  Wigan 204 10 214

Frano Botica Castleford 190 0 190
PREVIEW

OLDHAM BEARS V SHEFFIELD EAGLES

Oldham ended a run of four consecutive home defeats at the
hands of Sheffield, in January, when Paul Atcheson scored two
tried in a 26-16 victory in the final league game of the
abbreviated 1995/96 Centenary season. The Eagles have won on
four of their previous seven visits to Watersheddings, the most
recent being in January 1995 when Paul Carr and Lynton Scott
scored tries in a 14-12 success, while Daryl Powell scored three
tries in their best ever win at Oldham (44-18) in January 1992.
The Eagles defeated Oldham 23-10 at Don Valley in May with
Ryan Sheridan scoring a try and a drop goal.

All records played at Watersheddings are supplied by

Your Local Independant Music Specialists

Vinyl, Tapes, C.D.’s, Videos & Accessories
6, Albion Street, (Market Hall), Oldham. Tel: 0161 627 0505

CONFERENCES

busmm meetings. Daily and 24 hour delegate
tes can be arranged (o suit any requirements.

ﬂ A well appointed suite is available for your

Open: Mon-Sat 7pm - 10pm

Table d*Héte and full 4 la carte

Sun 12 noon - 8.30pm Lunch available all day
Plus full d la carte-children welcome

Tue-Fri 12 noon - 2pm

Business Lunches our speciality

_GREEN ASH “HOTEL FULLY LICENSED RESTAURANT AND BAR Wedding marquees, weddings, office parties,

dinner parties, dinner dances also catered for.
15 luxury en suite bedrooms - most with views
of beautiful Saddleworth countryside

NEW TAME, DELPH, SADDLEWORTH, OLDHAM, OL3 5TS Tel: 01457 871035 Fax: 01457 871414
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BGR/13
Base Ball Gap

MJ/07
Managers Coat

BEN/12
Baseball Cap Navy

BCR/13
Baseball Cap Red

BCB/14
Bears Baseball Cap

HJ§/52
Fleece Jog Shorts
Grey, Navy & Black

B&B/15
Bears Grip Bag

VAUX SAMSON - ITS STRENGTH IS ITS TASTE

35 DRDERING BY POST

Please fill out an official order form and return to:

OLDHAM BEARS

Mail Order Department, Unit 34,

Town Square Shopping Centre,

Oldham, OL1 1XD $

Postage & Packing Rates

Order Value UK Eire/Europe Overseas
Under £10.00 | £1.50 £1.50 £3.00
£10.00-£25.00 | £3.00 £3.00 £7.00

Over £25.00 £5.00 £10.00 £15.00

Small items e.g. pens, pencils etc 50p

3 ORDERING BY TELEPHONE

Telephone ordering can be done by credit card, by
telephoning this hotline number:

0161 624 9615

Our Mail Order Department is open Monday to
Saturday, 9.00am to 5.00pm.

Please have relevant information ready:

1. Name, address, postcode and daytime telephone
number.

. The address you require your delivery to be made
to (if different from your own address).

. The type of card you wish to use, card number,
valid date and expiry date.

. Code number and items you wish to order, quantity,
size and specific colour where applicable.

. You will need to quote the price of the item.

ol > B e

5

"9~ DRDERING IN PERSDN

The Shop is open Monday to Saturday, 9.00am to 5.30pm.

For shop enquiries ring: 0161 624 9615
For Mail Order enquiries ring: 0161 624 9615
For Fax Orders: 0161 624 1003

Payment

You can order Bears merchandise by cheque, credit
card, postal order or High Street vouchers and gift
vouchers via the telephone, mail or fax.

DO NOT SEND CASH

Cheques & Postal Orders

Enclose a cheque made payable to:

OLDHAM BEARS RLFC.

Please print name, address and cheque number on
reverse of cheque.

Enclose a postal order crossed and made payable to:
OLDHAM BEARS PLC

Please ensure that postal orders and cheques are in £
sterling.

Credit Cards
If you wish to order by credit card we accept Visa,
Access, American Express, Switch and Delta.

3~ ENCHANGES & REFUNDS

Should you wish to exchange goods purchased, or
require a refund, you should return the item to our Mail
Order Department. This should be done within 14 days
of receipt of goods. When returning goods please
ensure that the receipt is enclosed as proof of
purchase.

Oldham Bears reserve the right to refuse a refund or
exchange if the goods are not returned to us in good
condition. Video cassettes will only be exchanged if
found to be faulty.

Oldham Bears cannot accept responsibility for any
goods not returned to us by recorded or registered
post, however postal charges incurred in doing so are
the responsibility of the customer.

"9 PERSONAL SHOPPERS

Christmas period open hours: 9.00am to 5.30pm
everyday. Sunday: 10.00am to 4.00pm.

Late night shopping commencing mid-November
Thursdays till 9.00pm.

Please note
We are sorry but we cannot deal with mail order
enquiries on match days.

"9 DELIVERY & AVAILABILITY

Whilst every effort is taken to ensure all items are
available, occasionally some will be temporarily out of
stock or discontinued. Therefore a second choice is
recommended to avoid a delay.

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE

161 624 351
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Replica Shirt, Away (M - XXL) ... v v oor oo e oe e RSA/O2 37.99 1396/97 Dificial Merchandise

Gilbert Ball ... ... ... .. GB/03 8.00 PLEASE COMPLETE THIS ORDER FORM IN BLOCK CAPITALS USING INK, TAKING CARE TO WRITE CLEARLY

BearsiBugby:Ballic i sx i ciin s i i s e BI04 10.00
Bears Mini Rugby Ball ... ... ... ... oo cos oo ee e .. MB/OS 5.50
Bears Swealshirt: (M= XX L e e ane sesiptees i e BOSI06 25.00 : _

Managers Coat v s s e s e e L NI 7 65.00 | Your full name and title: Your full name and title:

Tracksuit (M= XXL) - c.criii v woieivin aumoth - ot s e T i ol 08 49.00
Super League T-Shirt (M - XXL) ... ... coe coeeee cee vee vne ... ... SLS/09 9.99

Address: Address:

Home Scarves ... ... ... ... G0 AR AR S e S [ €] 5.50

AWAY SCAIVES .. wiveiv v auilorats Sies st <o fbovs ooo TR il ASH] 1 5.50 = =

Baseball Cap, Navy ' . ety ... ..., S8, BGN/1Z 8.50 Postcode: Postcode:
Baseball (ap, Redigh. il iy v i e aaersivee e s BT 8.50 , _

Bears Baseball CaD .. .:: cciviv oo T, .. oo cpseiimee. ... BOEIA4 8.50 DRy Hine-dolino: Ful gode: Daytime t6l. no: Full code:
Bears Grip Bagd i i s te st st ose s oss o n0 saiat. i, BGB/AD 12.99

Grandad Shirt, Long Sleeve (M - XXL) ... ... ... ces e ven ... ... GLS/16 24.99 PAGE NO DESCRIPTION SIZE  SECOND CHOICE COLOUR 0 EACH TOTAL
Grandad Shirt, Short Sleeve (M - XXL) ... ... ... ... coi ves ... ... GSS/17 21.99

Specialdnit:PolOHM =IO RSN, .. .. . L0, ... ... .0 SKP/19 17.99

Bears'Polo. Shirt (M= XXL) 1. ve ver dee vee vin ads ane sas ohel onerees BPS/20 16.50

Waieh, BearS '0go; . .M. viaiie oo iphgns susisnt suvaiiaids o WWIET 29.99

FleecaiJacket (M. XXL)%. ivvei oo B8 vor oos Sibbonerinal ubts o1 P22 37.99

Watchy Oldham Crést: 5. Sewmmmsmmmird Soati:. .- oy, . . JNOEE6 29.99

BearsilLogo. Ti0 ... ... suroms s rs oatessiiasah - satodbiera s v l2d 10.00

Oldham Crest Tie ... [ . ..o St e o - .0 ey, . Qies 10.00

BEAIS MUQG  ..vivne sedinomines saninesfor Mot St d bt HNEGSI2S 2.50

Rucksack, Red & NAVY /.i. cvaiod oo s b tetiiizs . oas »ss-evs st ROI20 9.99

Leathier Belts i iR ciivaef coflvrsiane wanioe T Ommmmipy s v LB 2Y 15.00

BearaiPin Badge ... v.. IR seoiife cfaomsiins sesivev seaveeiea v B BIGG

Oldnam Pin Badge: g <8 »voifes Fosinveione saaines evnivessns sioen QPB/31

KaY RiNG ... oiousn onn bl . ot S e K R 32

Oldham Crest: Wall Clack . .4 48 e e ae e e B

L & B Blue Marl PK (M = XXL) ... .. vot coe vev ove van vee one ooe .0 LBPK/34

L & B Base Ball Shirt. (M= XXL) ... oo oo oot vis e viiees ooas, LBBBS/35

Bears Baby SUIN T ksl chasa ioas iy apaeriing so et i et LS/

Matchday Videos b i s isiin s tre vt gotyae o) O/ B

Toothbrush Case s il iasine: coilaer o e ates, .« B8 :

Soap/DISh’ .. v B e oo R 08, . vas 5 O OT POSTAGE & PACKING The following charges apply:

Framed PrlntS FP/4O \ Value of Order UK EifB/Elll'Dpﬂ Rest of World
bbbt Wl e s SR e : Under £10.00 £150 £150 £3.00 IR NUTRI

Ruler; Red & WHIS ... 0. ..c coviver cos suuglosions see sreBs svn evs. BLIAG ; £10,00 - £25.00 £3.00 £3.00 £7.00

@] () ol [o) s ppp e o, SRRl R . S apRitey b SRR Sl A 1Y ; Over £25.00 £5.00. £10.00 £15.00 0181 824 Hﬁlﬁ
Denim: Shitt (M = XX1)e#, ... oo oo i v . 2. 4DS/46 Registered Post

Short Sleeve Check Shirt (M - XXL) ... ... venee 1 SSCS/47 Small items example: pens, pencils, badges, keyrings, photographs - 50p postage.

Cotton Twill Fashion Shirts, Various Colours (M - XXL) CTFS/48

Bronx Bears Hats, Various Colours ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... BHTS/49 Send completed order form along with the correct payment to: OLDHAM BEARS RLFC Mail Order, Unit 34 Town Square, Oldham OL11XD.
Windstopper (M - XXL) ... . e oM s e L S SR Please allow 28 days for delivery. Call 0161 624 9615 for any further information.

Screen Print T-Shirt (M - XXL) e I PR P o =] Ko 5% | enclose a cheque/postal order (sterling only)( made payable to Oldham Bears RLFC or
Fleece Jog Shorts (M - XXL) FJS/52 debit my Access/Mastercard/Visa/Amex no: Card Expiry Date: Date of Order:

Ieeminienn i e : (TITTTTITITTTITTT]
B ) G | e A et R e R e S B e | 11 = (5158 I:DED / /
BUGDYSOCKS? T1 ol it at il i b b e e FSIDE Cardholders Name: S

| ]
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JOIN NOW

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN
£1000 MONTHLY

£100 A DAY
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FOR
ONLY £1 PER WEEK

GIFS/48

PLUS TEN WEEKLY £10
BONUS PRIZES

| would like to become an agent/member of the Big League Cash Bonanza

Name. ...
Address . . ...

| wish to pay by cash [:] | wish to pay by banker's order and have completed the form L]
(Please tick whichever box applies) )
To The Manager

Bank...........ococurnnn..Branch S Sort Code....... . Signed
Account Name

Pateiiniinamuiivsing

Please pay from the above account the sum of £., immediately

and thereafter pay the same sum on the same day of each week/month*

until cancelled to: Please fill in the amount you wish to pay,
Co-operative Bank PLC Manchester Branch. appropriate payments are either £1 or £2
Sort Code 08-90-00. Account No. 70927197 each week or £4.33 or £8.66 each month.
Account Name: Big League Cash Bonanza Please delete as appropriate

e e

Cagh Bonan=s nodine QUOINGZES 505

GENERAL ENQUIRIES ... ... ... 0161 624 4865 | -
INFORMATION LINE ... ... ... ... D161 626 4501 | >

BEARS HOTLINE ... ... ... ... ... 0891 44 00 70 . f g
FAX... ... ... .. oo cer eee e - ... D161 624 1003 B o sl
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Didham Crest

Grop Top
Cream & Black

&

P
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15/38
Bears Baby Suit
Cream/Navy

NO GLORY

SSC5/47
Short Sleeve Check

18/28
Leather Bell
Black & Brown

| SKP/18
168 Base Ball . Special AS/M
Shirt ‘ 4 Knit Polo | - Home Scarf Away Scarf
I ~ ; Red ‘ Green
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SNEEREESS e e

GLK/33
Oldham Crest
Wall Clock

o /40
| framed Prints
KR/32 !
Keyring Leather

MES/25
Bears Mug

RL/43 :
12" Ruler
Red & White AN

LP/55 Leather
Purse

| | SRR IR g o 2

\o/31
large ll'u/l?y Bear Matchday Videos
I §1/42
Small Teddy Bear

RS/28
Rucksack
. Red/Navy
é BGB/15
Bears Grip Bag

MB/03
M

Printed on Consort Royal Satin 115 gram
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~ews From The

~ Sponsored by Monarch Metals™

Since my last notes we have had two very good wins both
away from home we beat Swinton away and Dewsbury away
making it 4 wins out of 5. The game against Swinton was
played in very hot weather and our boys played the game red
hot. We played some exciting rugby and scored fine trys by
Joe McNicholas 2, Simon Svabic 2, one of which was a length
of the field effort, Mark Powell scored from the back of the
scrum and Paul Lord scored and obstruction try. On a sad
note Paul broke bones in his foot scoring his try and will take
no further part in the season which is a bad blow for us. The
game against Dewsbury was played in hotter conditions than
against Swinton but we didn't play as well as | would have liked
although at one stage the penalty count was 12-4 against our
lads so | can assure you this referee was not my favourite
person at Dewsbury. Ward Jones was our Man of the Match
taking the tackle count with over 25 tackles, tries by
McNicholas, Switzen, Powell, Miles, Mitten 2 goaled by Barker
and Svabic, final score 26 points to 15 for the Young Bears.
Today's game is our final League game of the season so lets
hope we finish on a high with a win against Sheffield. | would
like to take this opportunity of thanking all the people who have
supported us all year and to our sponsors Monarch Metals and
last but not least Brenda Rogers.

Yours in Sport.

ACADEMY LEAGUE TABLE
JJB SPORTS ACADEMY

FIRST DIVISION
Games Pts PTS

P W D L FOR AGAINST
Salford Reds 19 177 0 2 614 263 34
Huddersfield Giants 18 13 0 5 436 317 26
Keighley Cougars 18 10 0 8 488 296 20
Rochdale Homets 17 10 0 7 488 332 20
Widnes 189 1 8 41 279 19
Swinton Lions 189 0 9 418 454 18
Hull Kingston 18 7 2 9 315 441 16
Oldham Bears 18 8 0 10 368 513 16
Batley Bulldogs 175 1 11 244 479 N
Sheffield Eagles 184 0 14 368 483 8
Dewsbury 15 3 0 12 236 529 6

MONARCH
METALS

PERSONAL TYRES,
XHAUSTS & GARAGE
(%& SERVICES )W) W)

@ New and remould tyres
® Exhausts
® Tracking & Balancing
® Shockers
® Clutches
® Brakes
® Welding
® Low Cost Servicing
® M.O.T. Preparation / Repairs

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Beever Street Rhodes Bank, Oldham

Tel: No: 0161 624 2826 /
0161 628 9949

K

(x

PARKFIELD HOUSE

HOTEL

MOORSIDE, OLDHAM
TEL 0161-624 5379
FAX 0161-624 3568
With over 34 years' experience, we consider
oursleves the specialists in
PARTY CATERING, and we would be pleased to

assist you in arranging your

WEDDING RECEPTION,
CHRISTENING, ANNIVERSARIES,
BIRTHDAYS, WORKS/OFFICE PARTIES,

CHARITY FUNCTIONS, etc.

The Parkfield has an ambience which
will surely complement
and enhance the warmth and
happiness of the occation

RESIDENTIAL PLEASE
TELEPHONE FOR MENUS
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Happy Birthday!

Happy 50th Birthday

to
KEN SHARP

Have a great Birthday
Love from all the
family

The Bears Rule 0.K!

Queensgate Market Hall
Huddersfield

MARIO’S

PIZZERIA & TRATTORIA

~~== We like to feed a

o [ ¢
~ 84  winning team for

the best pizza’s &

pasta in town, call

%

Just like Oldham Rugby we are No.1.

& nand try us.

125 Yorkshire Street, Oldham.
Telephone: 0161-624-6923

Adamsons

——— CRASH REPAIR CENTRE——
MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REPAIR
SPECIALISTS
Approved repairers to all leading
insurance companies
Cross Street » Bottom O’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG
Tel: 0161 627 4001/0161 624 1904

24hr Recovery 0850 336390

*QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAY Se
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OLDHAM NISSAN

DRIVE INTO THE

SUPER LEAGUE

WITH

DLDHAM NISSAN

-
FREATHERSTALL RO STh

OR
60,000MILES

THE ONLY NAME YOU NEED

FOIR NISSA RN
ST. MARY'S WAY, OLDHAM. TEL: 0161 628 6200

OPFPEN MON FRI - SAT 8-5 SUN 11-5

NEIL GIBBISON

B.D.S., V.U. Manc.
Dental Surgeon

36 Oldham Road Uppermill Oldham OL3 6HV
Telephone: Saddleworth (01457) 872108

WHATS New

Today Don...

WINTER ENTERTAINMENT

Today's match marks the end of professional rugby league in Oldham until
next spring when the second Super League season begins shortly after the
commencement of the 1997 Silk Cut Challenge Cup. For those fans who
enjoy rugby during the winter months there is still plenty of entertainment
to be had from the local amateur scene. Fixtures for saddleworth Rangers
and Saint Annes in the Premier Division of the National Conference League

are as follows:

Saturday, 31st August
Saturday, 7th September
Saturday, 14th September
Saturday, 21st September
Saturday, 28th September
Saturday, 5th October
Saturday, 12th October
Saturday, 19th October
Saturday, 26th October
Saturday, 2nd November
Saturday, 9th November
Saturday, 16th November
Saturday, 23rd November
Saturday, 30th November
Saturday, 7th December

Saddleworth v Egremont Rangers
St Annes v Woolston Rovers
Saddieworth v West Hull

St Annes v Heworth
Saddleworth v Mayfield
Lancashire Cup

Saddleworth v Leigh Miners
Lancashire Cup

St Annes v Egremont Rangers
Lancashire Cup

Saddleworth v Dudley Hill

St Annes v West Hull
Saddleworth v Lock Lane
Saddleworth v St Annes

Silk Cut Challenge Cup

Saturday, 14th December
Saturday, 21st December
Saturday, 4th January
Saturday, 11th January
Saturday, 18th January
Saturday, 25th January
Saturday, 1st February
Saturday, 8th February
Saturday, 15th February
Saturday, 22nd February
Saturday, 1st March
Saturday, 8th March
Saturday, 15th March
Saturday, 22nd March
Saturday, 29th March

St Annes v Leigh Miners
Silk Cut Challenge Cup
Saddleworth v St Patricks
St Annes v Dudley Hill
Saddleworth v Beverley
St Annes v Lock Lane

St Annes v Mayfield
National Cup
Saddleworth v Woolston Rovers
National Cup

St Annes v St Patricks
National Cup
Saddleworth v Heworth
National Cup

St Annes v Beverley

Another big date on the local amateur calender is the National Inter-League
Cup competition in which Oldham have been drawn at home to Widnes.
The match is likely to be played under the Saddleworth floodlights at Shaw
Hall Bank Road on Wednesday evening, 4th September. Confirmation of
this fixture can be received in the amateur notes which appear each
Thursday night in the Oldham Chronicle. The coverage of local amateur
rugby in the Chron is superb and all our local amateurs are grateful to
sports editor Roger Halstead and his staff for the service they provide.

MERCEDES-BENZ

NEW & USED SPARES
Dronsfields (Oldham)
Delph New Road
Delph
01457 871717

SOFTWARE
SYSTEMS
ALL
YOUR
COMPUTER
NEEDS

626 5588
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As we reach the end of the first Super League season, it is
perhaps appropriate to look both backwards and forwards.
Back, at what has been achieved. And forward, to what the
future might hold.
Although there have obviously been disappointments, the
predominant feeling must surely be one of genuine
achievement on the pitch. With a small squad, and pitiful gate
receipts, we have held our own in the rarified atmosphere of
Super League. In the farcical Centenary season, we won eight
games out of twenty, including 5 out of the last 6, to finish
eighth in the table, equal on points with Bradford, and above
both Warrington and London. We were also one of only two
teams, (Leeds were the other!) to defeat Wigan. And then, in
Super League itself, we have won eight and drawn one out of
21 today, and will finish no worse than Sth in the table. We
have been stuffed only by the top three sides, twice each, and
have doubles over Halifax and Leeds to our credit. First round
defeats in both the Regal Trophy and the Challenge Cup were
obviously very disappointing, in terms of revenue as well as on
the field, but we must surely count our blessings, and thank the
Goodway-led coaching staff for what has been achieved.
Certainly, in comparison with the current situation in Cumbria
and on Humberside, or at Featherstone, Leigh, Wakefield and
Widnes, we have an awful lot to be thankful for.

L NN
When it comes to individuals, we all have our own views. The
two half-backs have clearly been crucial in our successes, and

have worked incredibly hard, as has Paul Atcheson, who
thoroughly deserves his inclusion in the GB shadow squad.
Belle, for his unstinting effort, and Topping for his durability,
also deserve honourable mentions. But for me, it is the
grafters in the pack who cannot be praised too highly. Gildart,
Temu, Clarke, Munro, Lord and Bradbury have all been
remarkably consistent, and missed only a handful of games
each, but | would have to regard Joe Faimalo as top man during
the Super League season. There can't be many forwards
throughout the league who have not missed a game, and his
willingness to take on the opposition in both offense and
defence, whatever the state of the game, has been inspirational,
L B B J
Turning to the future, Mr. Lindsay's depressing failure to
provide clear leadership means that no-one really seems to
know where the game is going. But as far as we are
concerned, the objective should be fairly clear. On the field, a
bit of sensible team strengthening, and then hopefully a realistic
stab at the top half of the table in 1997. Off the field, though,
a major marketing effort is absolutely crucial. If we are to
have a chance of sustaining a Super League place, we simply
have to get the ground position sorted out, and produce
crowds averaging at least 5,000, quickly, | would have thought.
That presumably would mean a carefully structured and
professional strategic plan, put together as soon as this
season ends, and implemented with real commitment. See
you in ‘97!
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Three Crowns Inn
& Restaurant

HUDDERSFIELD ROAD,
SCOUTHEAD,
OLDHAM.

TELEPHONE: 0161 624 1766

Food served
All Day Sunday

BuildinMged"’Ck
Limited

THE BROADBENT GROUP of COMPANIES

Birchinlee Mill, Streetbridge,
Off Middleton Road,
Royton,

Oldham OL2 SEW

Tel: 0161 620 2346
Fax: 0161 627 4979

The Right Choice
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DON YATES For The

This afternoons meeting between Oldham and the
Eagles is the 18th match between these clubs. Of
previous 17 matches, each club has won eight with one
match drawn so today’s game is something of a decider.
Oldham’s biggest victories over Sheffield came during
the 1987-88 season when the Roughyeds won at home
44-20 in the October and then by 28-15 in Sheffield the
following March. Sheffield's biggest wins occurred in
January 1992 when Daryll Powell scored three tries
when the Eagles won 44-18 at Watersheddings and in
November 1995 when the Roughyeds lost 36-18 at the
Don Valley Stadium.

RESULTS OF ROUGHYEDS V EAGLES
MATCHES DURING THE PAST TEN SEASONS
1987-88 Oldham 44 Sheffield 20
Sheffield 15 Oldham 28
1988-89 Sheffield 20 Oldham 32  (Challenge Cup)
1989-90 Did not meet
1990-91 Sheffield 14 Oldham 24
Oldham 27 Sheffield 20
1991-92 Sheffield 16 Oldham 16
Oldham 12 Sheffield 38
Oldham 18 Sheffield 44
Sheffield 10 Oldham 14
Oldham 20 Sheffield 34
(Divisional play-off at Old Trafford)
1992-93 Did not meet
1993-94 Oldham 15 Sheffield 22
Sheffield 28 Oldham 14
1994-95 Oldham 12 Sheffield 14
Sheffield 12 Oldham 17
1995-96 Sheffield 36 Oldham 18

Speaahsts in Commercial & Industrial Maintenance & Bunldmg Contracts

* EST. OVER 13 YEARS
* ALTERATIONS * MAINTENANCE
* EXTENSIONS
* DESIGN & BUILD * REPAIRS
* INSURANCE WORK  « SHOPFITTING

* REFURBISHMENTS

Oldham 26 Sheffield 16
1996 Sheffield 23 Oldham 10

DETAILS OF SHEFFIELD'S LAST VISIT TO

WATERSHEDDINGS
Sunday, 21st January 1996
Stones Centenary Championship

OLDHAM 26 SHEFFIELD 16

Half-time 8-4

Attendance 3,391

Oldham tries:Paul Atcheson (2), Afi Leuila, Darren
Abram & Shaun Irwin.

Goals : Francis Maloney (3)

Sheffield tries: Jean-Marc Garcia, Keith Senior & lan
Hughes

Goals: Dean Lawford

OLDHAM: Paul Atcheson; Afi Leuila, Paul Topping,
Darren Abram, Adrian Belle; Francis Maloney, Martin
Crompton; Craig Richards, Gary Burns, lan Sherratt,
Gary Lord, lan Gildart & David Bradbury. Subs: Wally
Gibson, Chris McKinney, Paul Crook & Shaun Irwin.

SHEFFIELD: Wassile Socatabua; Joe Dakuitoga, Richard
Price, Jean-Marc Garcia, Bright Sodje; Matt Crowther,
Dean Lawford; Mala Yassa, Mick Cook, Dale Laughton,
Keith Senior, lan Hughes & Danny McAllister. Subs:
Mark Gamson, Richard Chapman, Andy Young & Paul
Broadbent.

Covering the Northwest

R A \ ~N T

D.O.E. EDUCATION, LOCAL AUTHORITY APPROVED CONTRACTORS A \ \ \
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CONSTRUCTION
LIMITED

OLDHAM HOTLINE TELEPHONE: 0891 44 00 70

MANUFACTURED
RADIAL FIT
COUPLING BOLTS
FOR MARINE
AND POWER
INDUSTRIES
WORLDWIDE

>PI| grim

INTERNATIONAL

Pilgrim International Ltd,
Ripponden Road, Oldham, England. OL1 4SB.
Tel: 0161-624 8005 Fax: 0161-626 4945

LEES VILLAGE
SERVICE STATION

“Much more than just a Petrol Station”

Attended Petrol Service

(Why put in your own petrol when
someone else will do it for you)
6-programme Jet-Spray Car Wash
Sweets & Tobacco Shop

Car Accessories

Calor & Propane Sales & Deliveries
Mobile Heater Sales

Sandwich bar

Flowers

Lottery Coming Soon

OPEN
Monday - Friday 7am - 10pm
Saturday, 7.30am - 9pm,
Sunday, 8am - 9pm
ST. JOHN STREET, LEES, OLDHAM

Telephone: 0161 624 2306

*
*
*
*
*
x
*
*

ROUGHYHEADS BECOME SMARTYHEADS
AT

HAIRDRESSING COMPANY

2 mins from Oldham Centre on the main Ashton

Road. Plenty of parking space. Open 6 days

Also at Bolton & Moston
No Appointments Required

GARFORTH GLASS
& MIRROR CENTRE

Established 1945

e GLASS DEPT e MIRROR CENTRE e
* PICTURE FRAMING <

@ Glass cut to size ©
@ Toughened Glass ©
& Laminated Glass &
& Double Glazing ©
@ Glass Table Tops &
@ Glass Cabinet Doors &
© Glass Shelves ©
& Holes Cut & Drilled ©
© Decorative Glass Engraving ©
& Putty, Beading Silicone &
& Decorative Leading ©
& Delivery Service ©
& Rigid Plastic Sheet ©

Personal, Friendly service
from a family firm!

49-55 CO-OPERATIVE STREET, SPRINGHEAD,
NR. LEES, OLDHAM
TEL: 0161-624 7495 FAX: 0161-627 5347
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i 14 Sun 30 June PARIS H 6.00pm 624 2,548 290 0000000 i o0 @ ® ©®  programme next season please do not
y 15 Sun7 July  Leeds A 3.00pm 2826 6754 @ 20 90 00 000 ® ® @ ® o hesitate to contact me
i 16 Sun 14 July CASTLEFORD  H 600pm 2031 340 ® @ @ O© 0 00 00O @ ® e o ®
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WORLDWIDE FLIGHT RESERVATIONS
Wi CRUISES
(&) U.K./CONTINENTAL COACH TRAVEL
=R U.K. HOLIDAY CENTRES
=Tl WEEKEND BREAKS
mﬁ Number 1 Number 4 Numbers Number 6 y Nus Number 9 Number 10 Number l .FREE 'NSURANCE
- T T e GRam. e | RO J i, gMame  goepw  omiow or'CASH DISCOUNTS
<= 'l : s 'S‘::“;Eef::m“ Book with Oldham’s leading Independent
:m I Alex Hammond Travel Agent on Our Holiday Hotline
Qp & T coms eame 0161 633 2232
s: . ~\ a 1 g zﬂﬁ i ks Calow 27 Henshaw Street Oldham
Number 12 Number 13 ‘Nomber 14 Number 15 Number 17 Number 18 Number 19 tinber 23 Number 24 Number 25 BUSTER BEAR ABTA 71400 & IATA
O o owoswome  owmms amGma DN omhawe Wb e, "URRWE  'Swscwsoow  lan Clarkson * on selected holidays
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NEWS From

The season is almost over for the Optus Cup Teams with four teams contesting
for top spot.

PANTHERS PULL OFF UPSET

Penrith 18 Manly-Warringah 14 at Penrith Football Stadium

The Panthers pulled off one of the great upsets of the season when they beat
the competition front-runners Manly yesterday.

Bookmakers had quoted Penrith as 20-1 outsiders before the game. And why
not? Manly had 12 internationals in the line-up, while Penrith's squad was made
up mainly of unknown kids. Names like Fred Petersen, Andrew Hinson, Craig
Gower, Brad Drew, Ned Catic and Gordon Falcon. The fans are now wanting to
know just who they are. Manly players already do. Although the Sea Eagles
scored three tries to two, they rarely looked like a side on top, with flat and
uninspiring play. Penrith surprised to lead by six points at the break. The
Panthers had taken advantage of a spell by Matthew Ridge in the sin-bin for
back-chatting to score their only try of the half. And goal-kicking Ryan Firdler
had been deadly accurate. But everyone thought Manly would step up a gear
after the break. They did, to score two tries and take the lead 14-12. But three
minutes before the full-time siren, Catic scored the winning try and leave the Sea
Eagles in shell-shock

BENNETT BLASTS LACKLUSTRE BRONCOS

South Sydney 18  Brishane 20 at Sydney Football Stadium

Broncos coach Wayne Bennett publicly blasted his players after a disgraceful
performance against Souths on Saturday night.

Brisbane won the match - but only after a late try from Steve Renouf (his 100th

HAVE YOU RANG 0891 44 00 70 YET

Down Undey...

— ——

in first-grade) saved them from complete embarrassment.
“I'm tired of making excuses for them,” Bennett exploded. “They think it will be
easy and someone else will do the job for them.

“They should have had an easy night but it didn’t turn out that way because of
their attitude.” Bennett wasn't exaggerating. The Broncos were disgraceful. Big
Souths' prop Craig Salvatori, who will retire at the end of the season, showed up
some woeful defence with solid charges through the rucks. And stand-off Jason
Bell who is switching to Parramatta next year made some exciting breaks,
scoring a try after regathering his own kick midway through the second half.
Captain allan Langer was one of the few Broncos players not to blot his
copybook

THE RUN HOME

MANLY SEA EAGLES (32pts) Wests (h), Souths (h)

BRISBANE BRONCOS (30pts) Gold Coast (h), Auckland (a)

SYDNEY CITY ROOSTERS (29pts) Cronulla (h), Tigers (a)

NORTHS SYDNEY BEARS (28pts) Wests (a)*, Souths (h), Gold Coast (h)
CRONULLA SHARKS (26pts) Roosters (a), Newcastle (h)

ST GEORGE DRAGONS (25pts) Cowboys (h), Reds (a)

CANBERRA RAIDERS (23pts) Auckland (h), Crushers (a)

AUCKLAND WARRIORS (22pts) Canberra (a), Brisbane (h)
PARRAMATTA EELS (21pts) Tigers (h), Penrith (a)

NEWCASTLE KNIGHTS (21pts) Reds (a), Cronulla (a)

WESTERN SUBURBS MAGPIES (21pts) Norths (h)*, Manly (a), lllawarra (h)
SYDNEY TIGERS (20pts) Parramatta (a), Roosters (h)

NO TURNING BACK
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STONES

PREMIERSHIP

/%4)/8@ \’o?‘

TH SEPTENS

AT OLD TRAFFORD

DIVISIONAL PREMIERSHIP STONES PREMIERSHIP
KICK OFF 4.30pM KICK OFF 7.00PM

SEATS # All tickets are sold on a first come first served basis.
@ £19.00 = Cheques or postal orders made payable to the
@ £18.00 Rugby Football League.
@ £17.00 ** Enclose £1 to cover postage and packing of tickets.

@ £13.00

@ £12.00 Amount enclosed £
= @ £11.00 Visa/Access No.
Expiry date Signature Date
Name _ N — —
Address
Postcode

TICKET
HOTLINE

(Visa/Access bookings only)

0113-232 9444

Monday - Friday,
9 am. to 5 p.m.

MONARCH
METALS

BUYERS OF INDUSTRIAL CABLE,
SWITCHGEAR, MOTORS
& NON-FERROUS METALS,
WORKS CLEARANCES

0161 665 1819

UNIT 17, MONARCH MILL,
JONES STREET,
ROYTON, OLDHAM OL2 5AH

CHANGED JNENIZAR
WEEKLY - ““woswr

ENVIRONMENT,

ATTHE ““eerw
BEST VALUE  0161-620 6795

HIGH STREET, LEES

PRICE OLDHAM, LANGS,
OL4 3BN.

Commercial, Criminal &
Private Investigations

for a fast, effective and confidential resolution

Kevin Kershaw Associates
Westbourne House, 159, Oldham Road,
Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire OL7 9AR.
Tel: 0161 343 6510 Mobile: 0374 455905
Fax: 0161 339 0046

Moorside
Metal Products
Limited

STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS

Highfield Street,

Oldham, OL9 6DT.

Telephone 0161 624 3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company

SPECIALISTS IN PROCESS PLANTS
AND OFFSHORE FABRICATIONS




obHAM Development

oveR o You

¥ hy Roger Halstead of the Oldham Evening Chronicle

Gold, Silver and
Bronze courses
have been taking
| place at different
B venues in
Oldham and
although the
numbers have
not been.very
big | am sure all
the boys who
have took part
have thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
The one course that stood out was the
kicking clinic, it was pouring down with
rain but Paul Topping, Francis Maloney
and Paul Atcheson stayed out for 2 1/2

hours with the lads and although they
got soaked through | am sure they
enjoyed every minute. | would like to
say to Paul, Francis and Paul Atcheson
thanks very much the lesson was
excellent. A week last Friday we had a
disco and potato pie supper for the
schools who had done so well
representing Oldham last year at the
Birch Hall Lees, everyone who went
seemed to enjoy themselves, so once
again lets look forward to this year and
put the same effort in. Today’s match
against Sheffield should see the finals of
our races that we have held throughout
the year good luck to everyone who
takes part, may the best man win or girl!
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What a magnificent end to the first
Super League season.

Fans who attended the Warrington v Oldham
game at Wilderspool last Friday and then
watched the London v Wigan game on TV on
the Saturday and the Saints v Sheffield clash at
Knowsley Road on Sunday must have been
impressed.

Here were three first-class games of Rugby
League football which helped to set up this
weekends magnificent finale.

Warrington's victory over Andy Goodway’s men
saw them leapfrog the Broncos into fourth
position, courtesy of Wigan's win at The Valley.
Fourth spot now hinges on this weekends
games which pair London with Castleford at The
Valley and Warrington with Saints at Knowsley
Road on Bank Holiday Monday tomorrow.
Fourth spot is wide open but, more importantly,
so0 is the first Super League championship.

It seems almost certain now that Saints will
have to beat Warrington on Sky TV tomorrow
afternoon to take the title back to Knowsley
Road for the firgt time in 21 years.

What a super game that should be ... and what a

brilliant end to what has been a superb first
Super League season.

There have been a lot of teething troubles and a
lot of poor attendances, but the product on the
field has been first class and, for that,
congratulations are due to all players and all
coaches for a magnificent effort.

Given an appaling injury list, Oldham Bears have
done well to finish safely just below mid-table.
One wonders how much higher up they would
have finished had a small squad not been ripped
apart by injury during the course of the
summer.

The backs have been particularly hard hit when
considering that Afi Leuila and Rob Myler
missed most of the campaign and that Andrew
Patmore was forced to quit in June with groin
trouble.

The club must now look forward to 1997. It is
no secret that outside backs are high on the list
of priorities for team strengthening, but | hope
the club has not totally abandoned the need to
add a little bit more football and finesse to a
big, hard-working pack.

ROGER HALSTEAD.

Patterson & Rothwell Lid

Quality without

EEENPRECISION Toolmakers & Injection MOULDERS

compromiise

Tel: 0161 620 0292 Fax: 0161 627 0916

RING NOW FOR THE LATEST NEWS 0891 44 00 70

OLDHAM BEARS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE 39



