MR. J. GLOVER

@ MR. S. D. PRESLEY

=
(=
=
=
7§
o
o
=

% SAINTS

Coach: Eric Hughes

DG

Danny Arnold

Scott Gibbs

JooyHoyes- == . e ..

Paul Newlove

Andy Haigh

Karle Hommond...............

Bobbio GORMRRERES... -.....................oomccic

Apollo Perelifi............c......ooooooer..

e~ e Y~ O R S U I N S—

— ot —

w N - o
o™
=3 Waatl
&5
= S
e <
- =
® =
~

Keiron Cunningham..................cc..covoooevsoc,
lon PickQVanEe ................ccoeoerreeeeres s

Dean Busby .........ciiierieeerosoeeeesnes s
LI A e
PN T S U
T O A AT

17 TONRR A IO B .

O OLDHAM

(oach: Andy Goodway

Paul Atcheson.......

Scott Ranson............voooe......

DG

P TOPPING.....cconrenrreer sl Y
Dorren Abrom ............oocccccconB oo
T R
Steve Gartland........... 0. @

Martin Crompton........oooocccvvernrecorn,
lan Sherratt.........

O 00 N oY N S WA —

lyan Green

—
(=}

Jason Temu...

—
—

Gary Lord
Paul Davidson

—
NS

w

Howard Hill

—
BN

Rob Myler

p—
W

(raig Richards

—
o~

Francis Maloney

—
~

Joe Faimalo

; :g thlllmll! =
Ve [l =

il =

o

ENGINEERS

[~

[
()

COMPRESS

|
P
(%]
(¥¥]
-_—
N
<t
(&)
=T
=
>
<T
(=]
=
W
-
<T
= |
et
<<
W
[V
(¥
o

RUGBY LEAGUE
~ CENTENARY
1895 - 1995




ST. HELENS RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

Knowsley Road, S1. Helens.
Tel: 01744 23697 Fox: 01744 451302

Colowrs:
Blue and White Siriped Jerseys, Blue Shorts

First Match (at Knowsley Road)
September 1890 v Manchester Rangers

President:
Lody Pilkington

Board of Directors:
Chairman: E. Ashton MBE
Vice Chairman: T. Ellord

Directors:
H. Morris, M. Kay, E. Latham, W, Jelley, J. Pickavonce

Chief Executive: D. Howes
lcpmmnﬂvei of Rug léngn Council:
on

Consultant Orthopaedic
Mr Peter K. Rostron,
M.CH.Orth., M.B., Ch.B., ER.CS.

u:.'s.z. u.,,‘i,.,"".l.’n‘.‘,‘m.

Dr. Thomas M.8,, Ch.B.
Dr. Dovid.(:"lgm mtl
er s st
Jonnette SmhhyM.(.SJ'. SREP
Honorary Life st
Me. W, i, Mr. S. Holl, Mrs. A. Show,
Mr. CT. Jackson, Dr. HA. Lomax,
Mr. JH, J.P, Mr. H. Stott, Mr. H.B. Cook,
Mr. ), n, Mr. W. Lyon, Mr. W. Rigby.
Football Secretary:
G. Sutdiffe
Marketing Executive:
Mike Callaghan B.A.(Hon)
Co Execufive:

Andy Foreman
Timekeeper:

F. Davies
Groundsman:
N. Holding
Shirt Sponsor:
McEwans Loger

Coptain:
Bobbie Goulding
Alfiance Team Coach:
Brion Cose
Company Auditor:

Davies Downes & Co.
Honorary Club Solicitors:
M. H. Morris of J. Frodsham & Sons
Ground Safety Officer:

Mr. Mox Woosey

Mat Mogozine:
Designed & Printed muu an, 11 Waterside Court,

St.Helens Technology Ca
Edtoridl Contrbetion:

Alex Service, Denis Whittle, Jenny Linker, Bill Bates and Arthur Rigby
ot
Varley Picture Agency, Barry Farrell Agency and Bernard Piatt.

WELCOME TO

LTSS A D0 65

i ya again, St.
Bernard here!

Back to Knowsley
Road for a
Wednesday evening match.
This week not only do I not
play AGAIN!!! but I also
miss Coronation Street. |
quite fancy that black dog
who runs past the Rovers
in the opening sequences.
Anyway, it's for a good
cause. The Saints are
beating all comers in all
competitions. Just
imagine how good we
would be if I was in the
side.

This is also our last

home match before
Christmas, so I'm
expecting a Christmas
Bonus from the big men
in the boardroom. A
game against Wigan on

Boxing Day would be perfect but

l g ’
) 'y

Erics already said that I tackle far too rufl’
I'll see you again on New Years Day after my holidays, I'm either
going to Barkshire or Kenilworth, I'm not too sure yot

Merry Chrsitmas from me,
the Hunky Hound
St. Bernard

CLUB HONOURS

World Club Championship:

Runners Up 1976

Championship:

Winners 1931/32, 1952/53, 1958/%9,
1965/66, 1969/70, 1970/71

Runners up 1964/65, 1966/67, 1971/12
Division 1:

Champions 1974/75

Runners Up 1962/63, 1973/74, 1976/77,
1984/85, 1986/87, 1987/88, 1991/92,
1992/93

League Leaders Trophy:

Winners 1964/65, |9z5}66

Club (humplonship (merit table):
Runners up 1973/74

Challenge Cup:

Winners 1955/56, 1960/61, 1965/66,
1971/72,1975/76

Runners Up 1896/97, 1914/15, 1929/30,
1952/53, 1977/78, 1986/87, 1988/89,
1990/91

Lancashire Cup:

Winners 1926/27, 1953754, 1960/61,
1961762, 1962/63, 1963/64, 1964/65,
1967/68, 1968/69, 1984/85, 1991/92
Runners Up 1932/33, 1952/53, 1956/57,
1958/59, 1959/60, 1970/71, 1982/83,
1992/93

John Player Trophy: Winners 1987/88
Lancashire League: Winners 1929/30,
1931/32, 1952/53, 1959/60, 1964/65,
1965/66, 1966/67, 1968/69

Premiership Trophy:

Winners 1975/76, 1976/77, 1984/85,
1992/93

Runners Up 1974/75, 1987/88, 1991/92
Western Divisions:

Champions 1963/64

BBC Trophy: Winners 1971/772, 1975/76
Runners Up 1965/66, 1968/69, 1970/71,
1977/78, 1978/19

CIS Charity Shiold: Winnors 1992/93

with ERIC HUGHES

imaginable. An away game at Wigan,
followed by the semi-final four days later,
and finally after one days break taking
on Leeds. Still I'm sure that the
mood amongst the players at
the moment will ensure
whatever teams we are able to
* select for the game, each
individual will give his all for
‘the club.
" As this is the last home game
‘before Christmas day, may I take
this opportunity on behalf of
the directors, players and
backroom staff to first of
all thank you the
supporter for your
marvellous support
throughout the
closing year and
may you all have
Christmas period
full of good
health, happiness
‘and success.
Enjoy tonight’s
‘game.

§ you can imagine, after our excellent
victory over Halifax in last weekends
Regal Trophy quarter final, all
ears were next to the radios
on Monday morning hoping to
hear that we would get a home
draw in the semis. We knew
that whatever the opposition

it was going to be a tough
game and that home
advantage could prove to be
crucial. Our prayers were
answered with the home
draw, but the powers
that be at Rugby
League
headquarters
dealt us a cruel
blow by deciding =
that we must be
the first semi-
final. This of
course means '
that in the space
of six days we v
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“We knew
that whatever
the opposition
it was going
to be a tough
game and that
home
advantage
could prove to
be crucial.”



Player DOB  Previous Date

Clob Signed  App
Dorren Abrom  ,27.9.67  Rochdale H 19.293 87
Paul Atcheson ~ [17.5.73 | Wigan Summer 95 | 10
Adrian Belle 23.11.70 |Rochdale H 221093 |23
David Brodbury  {16.3.72 | Leigh Miners ARL | 15.8.91 2
Gary Burns 10.2.72 | Widnes Tigers ARL {20.12.93 | 2

John Clorke 3.374  |Eost Leeds ARL 1.5.93 48
Jimmy Cowons ~ |N/K Warringlon Acodemy30.4.95 | 2
Martin Cromplon |29.9.69 | Wigan 1993 65

Poul Davidson ~ [1.8.69 | Widnes 29794 12
A Michoel Edwards|14.4.74  |Porkside ARL 11392 1
*Joe Foimalo 28.7.70 | New Zealond 299 3
Steve Gartland  |3.10.70 |Rochdale H 20.7.94 2
Wally Gibson 54.67 | Huddersfield 25992 |02
ln Gildart 14.10.69 |Wokefield T Summer 95 | 3
Alfie Goulbourne [23.6.75 |lsberg Celtic ARL | 10.6.93 2
lyan Green 21.4.72 |51, Helens 25893 |15

Howard Hill 16.1.75 |Hensinghom ARL | 18.7.94 |12

David Jones 7.12.67 | Wokefield T 13893 |46
Peaufoi Levila ~ 124.10.69 |51, Helens Autumn 95 | 3
Gary Lord 6.7.66  |Halifox 1.7.94 45
Fronds Moloney  [26.5.73 | Warrington Summer 95 | 8
B Androw MoK [W/K wo |-
Chris McKinney  |12.11.76 | Hensinghom ARL | 10.8.94 !
Rob Myler 4.3.70  |Warrington Summer 95 | 3
** Mike Neal 4.9.73  |Wigan 6.395 10
Paul Norman ~ |25.3.74  |Parkside ARL 25992 5
Chris Porr 31.5.71 | Swinton 19.1093 |20
Scott Ranson 20.9.67 |Swinton 6.292 102
Craig Richords ~ {27.1.70  |Bradford N 19.93 9
“**lon Sherratt  19.8.65 | Salford 8119 139
Jason Temy 17472 |New Zealond 30994 |3
Paul Topping 18.9.65 |leigh 27993 56

NB Stats to date as of 10th December 1995
NNB coreer ot prev dub(s) only include dlub appearances in England

* Joe Faimalo is in his 2nd spell at the club he originally played n 1991-92 on o fril. He okso had trials ot Workington and Swinton before returning back to New Zealand. He rejoined Oldham

for the 1994-95 season.
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**Mike Neal never played for Wigan af 15t team level. His appearances ot prev dub was a loan period with Doncaster in 1994-95.

*** lan Sherratt is in his 2nd spell ot the dub. He originally joined Oldhom from Bradford N in 1986-87. He left for Salford for the 1989-90 season before returning to Oldham for the 1991-

92 season.

Pts
287
48
3

102

437
233

5
92
134

120
3

16
276
16
52

957

Mike Kuifi (Wakefield T) Wikson Marsh (New Zealand) and Nigel Heslog and Shoun Irwin (No longer of club) have left Oldham since the end of last season.

A Currently on loan 1o Leigh.
B Andrew McKillian wos o trialist who has since left the club.
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6B U215 Wales

GBU21s

Irelond
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Lanc

Tonga RU Tonga RL
GBU21s

GBU21s

GBU21s
GBUZ21s

Cook Islands
Lanc Ireland

This evenings visitors to Knowsley Road,
Oldham are currently 2nd bottom of the
Stones Bitter Centenary Championship with
six points from their 13 matches. Under coach
Andy Goodway the Watersheddings outfit
hasn't been afraid to experiment during the
season and have given a run out to no less
than 29 players. Injuries also haven't helped
matters with them finding it very difficult to
find a settled line up. Their 3 victories have
each been at their Watersheddings home
where London 19-8, Workington 30-26 and
Jastleford 25-20 have each been conquered.
St. Helens 18-44, Halifax 4-21, Bradford Bulls
24-30 and Leeds 14-43, however have left
Watersheddings with the points. On their
travels Oldham have yet to win. They have
been beaten at Castleford 22-28, Warrington
8-40, Wigan 12-42, London 14-46, Sheffield
Eagles 18-36 and Bradford Bulls 10-14. In the
Regal Trophy Oldham travelled to 1st
Division Widnes in a tricky 2nd round tie and
unfortunately left beaten by 32 points to 8.
Andy Goodway is currently attempting to
build a squad of players capable of competing
with the best for the commencement of Super
League and summer rugby. They will play
their home matches at Boundary Park, home
of Oldham Athletic FC and are currently in
negotiations with RFL and Wigan about
switching their opening Super League fixture
from Central Park to Oldham so they can
generate early interest for Super League in
the town. Since the end of the last season
Paul Atcheson, lan Gildart, Afi Leuila,
Francis Maloney and Rob Myler have joined
the Roughyeds whilst Nigel Heslop, Shaun
Irwin, Mike Kuiti and Wilson Marsh have
departed.
Last season Oldham performed credibly. In
the Stones Bitter Championship they finished
in 10th position with eleven wins and a draw
for a total of 23 points from their 30 matches.
In the Regal Trophy Oldham reached the 3rd
round were they went down at Widnes 6-20
following a 2nd Round 28 nil home success
over Hull KR. In the Challenge Cup with a
little luck Oldham could have gone all the
way to the final. Eventual winners Wigan
ended their interest in the semi final at the
Alfred McAlpine Stadium when they won a
very exciting game by 48 points to 20. It had
until then, been a great cup run, which had
seen Bramley beaten at Watersheddings by 70

points to 10 in round 4, Warrington beaten at
Wilderspool 17-6 in the 5th round and
Huddersfield beaten at home 23-12 in the
quarter finals.

Gary Lord
Gary Lord has been playing top Division RL
now for over 10 years since he made his debut
for Castleford in the 1984-85 season. At 29
years of age he has been one of the most
honest, consistent hard working forwards in
the game and his opponents hold him in great
respect for his ability to take up the football,
his eye for a gap, his solid defence and the
sheer amount of work he gets through.
During his career Oldham are his 4th top side
following spells at Castleford, Leeds and
Halifax. The highlight to date was whilst he
was at Cas when he played full back in the
team which won the 1986 Challenge Cup by
the narrowest of margins, one point over Hull
KR.

Gary played for Castleford from the 1984-85
season until he moved to Headingley for the
1988-89 campaign making 38-14 apps from
which he scored 9 tries for the Wheldon Road
outfit. Whilst at Leeds he made 37-27 apps,
scoring 4 tries between 1988-89 and 1990-91
before he moved to Halifax where he stayed
until the end of the 1993-94 season, whilst at
Fax Gary 77+12 apps and scored 10 tries.
Since his more to Oldham he has had a
new lease of life. He is seldom
spectacular but is one of those
players that you only realise
his worth when he is missing.
Gary has been unfortunate
never to have gained
representative recognition
for his skills and has
proven that the £35,000
transfer fee Oldham had
to pay for his services was
money very well spent.
Now enjoying his life in
the pack Gary Lord has
made 45+2 appearances
for the Roughyeds from
which he has scored 7
tries.

Right: Gary Lord running into
trouble



Denis Whittle of the St. Helens Star, takes a

look at a...
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Mention Parr
Central School
in immediate
post-war
sporting
circles and
thoughts
inevitably
turned to
Rugby

49

he prestigious Daily Dispatch Shield, which was competed
for by teams throughout Lancashire and the Waring and
Ellison Cups all found their way to the sideboard at the
Seath Avenue seat of learning from 1946 onwards.
Despite the absence of the gleaming trophy I am reliably informed
by second rower Terry Brunskill that the accompanying
photograph is of the Parr 'Cent’ team which lifted the Ellison Cup
three years later.
The likely lads caught by the camera were back row, left to right:
Terry Brunskill, Alec Davies, Johnny Bridge, Eric Ainsworth, Henry
Eden, Norman Griffiths, middle row: unknown, Johnny Usher,
John Dickinson, Ronnie Ormrod, Gordon Rigby. Front: Jackie
Gibson, George Waring.
Almost half a century on it is an interesting exercise (o pen a
reflective word or two on what fate had in store for the 13 tough-
tackling strong running squad who became the pride of Parr when
bringing home the silverware.
Sad to relate but centre Ormrod has since died, and what is
equally certain is that stand off "Todder and flying winger Davies
both sampled senior Rugby League at Knowsley Road as did centre
Gibson at Hilton Park, Leigh.
Schoolboy prodigy Dickenson blossomed into a real star turn at
Saints in being a member of the Championship winning team of
1953 and, but for a tragic leg injury would have been in the first
local side to lift the Challenge Cup against Halifax at Wembley in

League, with Pt

Now aged 61 "Todder' is living in early retirement at his Haresfinch
home and is still as fit as the proverbial fiddle, thanks to regular
dips in most of the swimming pools around the St. Helens area.

a glance at
the honours
board
confirming
their oval-ball
prowess.

AL TER AT UL I RO LR Y Y ¥ &4 4 Calls charged ot 3% per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute of ol other fimes, inc. VAT.

Terry Brunskill runs a well established
photographic studio in North Road, while
Norman Griffiths is a familiar figure in the town
centre his role as window cleaner to many of St.
Helens business concerns

What, then became of the remainder of the Parr
Central line-up circa 19497 Over to you, eagle
eyed programme readers.

Ideal Christmas Gift For
The RL Fan....

WHEN
PUSH

COMES TO

SHOVE

VOLUME TWO

And some lucky supporter could win

a

Down the years the compelling story of the
Rugby League code, from its early cloth cap
image to its current ranking as the 'best game in
the world,' has been superbly chronicled by

scribes from all points of the compass.

And when the somewhat off-beat titled "When
Push comes to Shove' landed on the bookshelves
two years ago it was an immediate best seller, with

rave reviews on a highly readable work flowing
from the pens of many of those same writers.
The ultimate accolade came with an ‘highly
commended’ rating in the Sunday Times
publicity awards on a tome which was delightfully
original in that it gave fans a platform, including
those who sell pies in Wigan! together with past
and present stars and the game's luminaries.
Greatly encouraged by its success, the publishers
have now given "When Push comes to Shove' a
stablemate with the launching of volume two
which, like its forerunner, will be a 'must' on the
shopping list of Rugby
l.('.lgll(' \“P')UI'(('I'S
everywhere at Christmas in
particular.

Edited jointly by lan
Clayton, of Featherstone
fame, playwright and
publisher lan Daley and
Rugby League historian
Robert Gate, this 136 page
profusely illustrated
masterpiece is a veritable
Aladdin's Cave of oval ball
tales, both anecdotal and ol
more far reaching variety.
Priced at £9.95 'When Push
| comes to Shove' volume two
is available from W.H. Smith
and other reputable
booksellers or post free from
| publishers Yorkshire Art
Circus, School Lane,
Glasshougton, Castleford, West Yorkshire WF10
4QH.

However one reader of this programme can win a
copy by correctly answering the following two
questions:

1. Who caprained Saints against Halifax at
Wembley in 19877

2. Who was Saints leading try scorer last
season?

Answers to Rugby League Book competition, St.
Helens RFC. Knowsley Road. St. Helens by
Monday December 18.

Calls chorged ot 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other fimes, inc. VAL RYiY | NEWSLINE 0839 664422



NEW £10 and £5 SEASON PASS
VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE

IDEAL XMAS PRESENT OR WEEKLY/MONTHLY SAVINGS SCHEME

SAINTS IN SUMMER

A first ever cut price family ticket and a savings voucher scheme are the main
features of a newly devised St. Helens sales campaign for season passes for the
revolutionary 1996 Super League.
Parents purchasing a season pass for the terraces will be eligible to buy a pass
for their under 16 children to gain admission for £2 per match, half the
normal change.
Saints Chief Executive, David Howes, the architect of the new
sales drive, said: "The parent and child discount scheme is
designed to reward family units of loyal supporters,
providing a 25% total saving on turnstile costs."
St. Helens have printed vouchers valued at £10 an&\
\ £5 towards the total cost of Super League passes. \

NEW FAMILY SPECIAL OFFER TICKET

ADULT(S) AND CHILD(REN) JOINT PURCHASE
BRINGS 1/2 PRICE PASS FOR UNDER 16’s*

NEW 1996 PASS BENEFITS
® Choice of Seat

® Priority Purchase of 2 seats per pass for 1996 Wembley if Saints qualify
®1st Team/Academy doubleheaders
®Free admission to Alliance Matches
®Priority purchase for cup ties

®5% Discount in Club Shop

1996, 9/

Howes explained "The vouchers are the ldeal
gift, alternatlvely being used as a weekly or
monthly savings scheme. The voucher can up:
to or contribute a portion of, the total cost of
the season ticket, which represents'
traditional good value for the dedicated

. / supporter.” N
r A new extended range of bene:
being offered to Saints' sea
MATCH BY MATCH  SEASON PASS  SAVING holders for the inaugural

SEASON

League campaign, which
off at Knowsley Road wil
mouth watering

11x£12 £17
11 x £9
11 x £7

11 x £4

£115
£85
£65
£35

Adult Seat
Junior*/OAP Seat
Adult Ground
Junior*OAP Ground

£14
£12
£9
&

For the first time, .
passholders will be eligible for {
two seat tickets per pass for the (
1996 Silk Cut Challenge Cup final at 5o {
Wembley, should Saints qualify. AR y
The Super League pass gains admission to “‘/j )
all first team matches, which will be promoted
to double headers by being preceded with under 19
Academy games, plus alliance fixtures currently scheduled for Thursday
evenings.
There is also priority purchase for Cup ties and a new 5% discount in the Club
Shop at Knowsley Road.
"This is a wider range of rewards for the committed fan, the start of a series of
initiatives to capitalise on the opening season of summer rugby," added Howes.
Admission prices for the 1996 Super League are £12 Adults seats (season pass
£115, saving £17), £9 Junior/OAP seats (season pass £85, saving £14), £7 Adult
ground (season pass £65, saving £12) and £4 Junior/OAP ground (season pass £35,
saving £9). These are the first price increases for three seasons. The parent child
F scheme is £65 for the Adult ground pass, plus £22 for the
* Juniors are under 16 on 1st March 1996 under 16.
By Post: St. Helens RLFC, (L { Further details of season pass bookings and savings
Dlmriding Lane, St. Helens WA10 4AD . ' vouchers can be obtained from the Secretarys Office or Cub

(Payable to St Helens RLFC) (R L Knowsley Road,
Ticket Office: 9am to 5pm Monday to

FAMILY SPECIAL OFFER FOR PARENTS
Purchase an adult ground season pass and your child/children
are admitted for half the normal admission price.

MATCH BY MATCH  SEASON PASS  SAVING

Junior® Ground 11x £4 22 £22
(with Adult Ground)
*Birth certificate to be produced on purchase

Friday, 10am to 12 Noon Saturday

Ticket Office: (01744) 23697 : 7al . N
Promotions Shop: (01744) 758269 ;




You Know
When You've
Earned It

¥

STONES

*BITTER-

Stones. Rugby League Champions from 1986.

DIRECTOR THIN CURTAIN RAISER
G December 13th 1995

NHS ORGAN DONOR

Portico and Grange Park Panthers v Oldham St.
Annes K.O. 6.30pm Age U10's (20 minutes each way)

donor organ will be available at our time af
Anyone who receives a new organ is entlmly
generosity of individuals who register as ongan Donors
Organ Donor card. Thanks to them, some 3,000 people litenlly g

a “gift of life” last year alone, e
Sadly their kindness was not enough. Operations that were in the mlm
of fantasy 30 years ago, such as kidney transplants, are commonplace .
wday.?i“:{e dcyr:and for new organs i? gmmsgl?hnm ever. Yet the supply | | As from Monday 11th December 1995 the following four rule
has not kept up. Last year there were still some 5,600 people waiting for = | changes will be in force in all First, Alliance and Academy
transplants. team matches.

The NHS urgently needs more people to become organ donors. If we
1 only recruit ten per centmore donors, we could save up 1o 500 mOre. | @  No striking for the ball - penalty will be awarded if

RULE CHANGES IN FORCE FROM MONDAY
11 DECEMBER 1995 IN ALL FIRST TEAM, ALLIANCE

AND ACADEMY MATCHES

ot the marker strikes.
to become an organ donor is to join the national computer
i mem thak i you die the hospital can find out easily @® The ball to be played backwards at all times - even
when there is no marker. If the attacking player
no:'t?i:ﬁ:w‘m Freephone 0800 555 777 and aski makes a break and is tackled, he can play the ball
B oD backwards and turn around to pick up the ball and
Life - don't keep it to yourself’. Copies should also be I I
; na,lonl libraries, Post Offices and Gitizens' play on. If the marker dives on the ball he will be
penalised for a voluntary tackle as previous rules, A

penalty will be awarded if the ball is played forward,

@® Al scrums will be taken from 20m in from touch
and not 10m - the Referee will adjudicate where the
20m mark is until all pitches are remarked. No
scrum shall be packed closer than 20m to touch

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO KYLE MOULSDALE -
7 on 13th December @ The scoring team restarts play after any score - try,

Love form Gran, Grandad, Aunty Jo & Kelly and penalty, drop goal.
the Gang on the Wall,

GARDEN MACHINERY CENTRE
PROFESSIONAL SHARPENING SERVICE
SPARES & REPAIR

ALL MAKES OF DOMESTIC & PROFESSIONAL MACHINERY
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY

ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED
DISCOUNTED WINTER SERVICE RATES FROM NOVEMBER - FEBRUARY

ST.HELENS 01744 451114

UNIT 29 EASTSIDE, JACKSON ST., ST. HELENS, MERSEYSIDE
MACHINERY MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS TO SAINTS




Telephone
01744
739060

What do
YOu
- want for
Christmas?
There’s a group of
teenagers and young
people in St Helens
who, through no

fault of their own,
are facing another

Christmas
in care. &
P!
What they
want is a

BPRE

No.2 Executive Box Holders

cranuiation & Surface Grinding =
pe\\eﬁsh}% 2 : G”iﬂotine A;:;ﬁ
gnginee™™®  Knife Manufacturing Aturerg

St. Helens Joinery

All types of purpose made
joinery, window frames,
porches, doors,
conservatories etc.

Hardwood & Softwood

Factory & Showroom

Chapel Works,
Sutton Reoad, St.Helens

Tel: 611453 or 28363

(800 yards from Morrisons Supermarket)

family home

%

Chester Diocesan Adoption Services
SOme of these young people have been in

care only a few months. Others are
facing another Christmas away from their
families.

St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council
have teamed up with one of the country’s
leading adoption organisations to find more
couples and individuals who can provide
permanent foster homes for these teenagers.

CDAS - Chester Diocesan Adoption Services
- brings its own resources and expertise to
the partnership which is offering a
comprehensive package of training, on-
going support and financial help to local
people who want to become involved.

Perhaps you could
help these young

/ people build a
‘ brighter future.

To find out more,
CALL
Carole Darlington or
Mike McCombie without
obligation on

ST. HELENS METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL



OUR COMMITMENT
GOES ALL THE WAY

RUGBY LEAGUE DEMANDS PERFORMANCE
PUMA ARE COMMITED TO GIVING IT ALL THE WAY.

NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY

Did you know that
The Nottingham Trent Universily
has a thriving
Student Rughby Il.eague team?

Good facilities, sponsored sportswear, top level
coaching, regular fixtures.

P.S. We also offer a series of high quality degree and
“ diploma courses. If you are interested and expect to
obtain A-levels, BTEC or equivalent qualifications,
e contact our Registry, The Nottingham Trent
Al University, Burton Street, Nottingham NG1 4BU.

University Tel (0115) 948 6523

comMMI TTED T O ELXSCSESE LUECNSC E N LEARNING

"SUPPORT

his evening we welcome all our
T friends from Watersheddings.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

We would like to introduce you to
DMA Engineers. DMA was launched in
1983 by enthusiastic engineers. Between
them they have the engineering experi-
ence and expertise to design, manufacture
and assemble to a very high standard,
special purpose machinery, mechanical
handling equipment and structural steel-
work.

They were originally based in Haydock
Lane, Haydock, but five years ago moved
to a newly acquired premises in
Burtonhead Road, St. Helens. This move
to bigger property has enabled DMA to
expand its workforce and hopefully its
order book.

At present a large percentage of work is
carried out for locally based companies but
more recently orders have been received
from companies as far a field as Finland
and Taiwan. There is no task too great or
small and all are most welcome.

COACHES

We are now taking bookings for the re-
arranged match at Castleford on
Wednesday 20th December. The coach-
es will depart from Knowsley Road at
5.30pm. We are also taking bookings for
our Boxing Day fixture at Wigan.
These coaches will depart from Knowsley
Road at 1pm.

11th AUGUST - PARIS HERE WE
COME!

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR FURTHER
DETAILS.

PHIL VEIVERS TESTIMONIAL
EVENTS

December

13 Wednesday Ladies Fantasy Night
Windle Labour Club Dentons Green Lane,
St. Helens starring the undisputed Queen
of Comedy - "Kelly Fox"

plus Fantastic male exotic dancers
"Whipping Boy" and "LA Dream" 8.00pm
till late. Tickets £3.00

15 Friday Race Night

Masons Arms, Carr Mill Road, Billinge,
Horse racing films with Tote Betting
9.00pm start.

URGENT URGENT URGENT

We are producing The Sky Champions
Of Sports ‘95 Awards. This two hour
spectacular will be staged at The London
Arena (Docklands) on Sunday January
28th 1996 and shown ‘live’ on Sky
Television in Britain and throughout
Europe.

It will be an action packed occasion not to
be missed, featuring the biggest ever line
up of sporting stars and showbiz celebri-

ties. Two live performances from top chart

acts will add a musical dimension to the
show

The Awards are voted for by Sky TV view-
ers and also through The Sun newspaper.
Contenders for the major awards include
such sporting giants as Prince Naseem
Hamed, Frank Bruno, Ryan Giggs,
Brian Lara and Kevin Keegan, as well
as top teams including The Ryder Cup
Team, Blackburn Rovers, The Wigan
Rugby League Side and Warwickshire
Cricket Club.

Sky Sports, in conjunction with Panasonic
are offering you, the dedicated fans, the
rare opportunity to be part of this mam-
moth event. Not only will you see your
favourite sporting heroes receive their
awards but many other celebrities will
also be attending

By providing us with the names of the
fans from your club who wish to attend we
will supply you with FREE TICKETS for
entry into a part of sporting history. Show
time is 8.00pm - 10.00pm, doors open at
5.00pm and you must be seated by
6.00pm for the pre-show entertainment
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT
THE SUPPORTERS CLUB BY NEXT
WEDNESDAY.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO PIM-
BLETTS JUNIOR SAINTS

Jonathan Phillips aged 6 on 16th
December

Philip Pye aged 8 on 18th December
Megan Ashby aged 4 on 29th December
Lauren Wilson aged 9 also on 29th
December

HAPPY BIRTHDAY KYLE MOULS-
DALE - 7 vears old today - Love from All
the Family.

PLAYER OF THE
YEAR SPONSORS

CENTENARY SEASON
ST. HELENS R.L.F.C.

Eric Bromilow & Sons.Tel: 01744 25015

1. Chisnol.(Goroge). Tel: 01744 754141

(leaning Express. Tel: 01744 23890

Clintworth Butchers. Tel: 01744 758300

Crispy Cod. Tel: 01744 21232

Cygnet Autos: Tel: 01744 731359

D.MA. Engineers. Tel: 01744 737276

A. ). Giiffiths (Building Services).
Tel: 01744 756226

Hartwell Land Rover, Sales & Service
Tel: 01744 26622

1. 0Suflvan (Newsagents),
Tel: 01744 811303

Lody Pilkington
Lones Trophies, Tel: 01744 732229
Lyon Security. Tel: 0151 546 0006

Northem Conveyors (Haydock)
Tek: 01744 20021

Peter Rowlands Group Travel
Tel: 01744 203975

Snowsports Ski Centre. Tel: 01744
731359

St. Helens Reporter. Tel: 01744 22285

St. Helens Supporters Club.
Tel: 01744 23697

John Pimblett and Sons Ltd

Colls charged at 39 per minute cheap rote, 49p per minute at oll other fimes, inc. VAL RY ULV IR A MY AL I RO ER T Y Y- Y Wi



SUPPLEMENT

100 %EARS

B
Cartoon of Stan
McCormick, the former
‘Interception King' of
wingers, who was
appointed Coach in 1962
and unfortunately
relieved of his duties two
years later , despite
bringing much needed
silverware to the club!

v v e
w- PRI

f“.‘"‘

What might have been! Shane Cooper, who took
charge of team affairs on a short-term basis with
Frankie Barrow before the appointment of Mike
McClennan, early in 1990.

A real character! Widnes born
Peter Lyons, a real Sergeant
Major figure at Knowsley
Road just after the war, lines
up with his team. Notice the
trade mark dickie bow! How
many players can you name?

«

The Great Entertainers! Coach
Alex Murphy and his squad for
the 1987 Challenge Cup Final
againgt Halifax line up for the
cameras at Knowsley Road.
(Courtesy Rugby. Leaguer)

SAINTS NEWSI_INE 0839 664422 Colls charged at 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute ot oll other times, inc. VAT,

Who in their right mind would be a professional coach? It takes
a decisive nature and a thick skin...amongst other things!

Club Historian Alex Service looks back at some of the 14 men in
charge of team affairs at Knowsley Road since 1945.

By Royal Appointment! M.B.E. belonging to Eric
Ashton, the current Saints’ Chairman who
coached the club to Wembley and Premiership
glory...amongst others...in the mid 19705,

Billy Benyon, who coached at Knowsley Road from 1982-85, addresses the audience
after his induction into the St. Helens Past Players Hall of Fame, at the Annual

Dinner last Summer. Chairman Ray French and Secretary Geoff Pimblett are also in
the frame.

OGDEN'S CIGARETTES

S _CIGARETTES
Cigarette card of Jim Sullivan as a p»
Wigan player. The inspirational Welshman became St. Helens' coach in
1952 and brought every honour to the club during his fabulous 7 year reign.

7

1 f 4

A Return of the Prodigal! Alex Murphy is delighted at becoming St. Helens Coach in —=
November, 1985.

- SULLIVAN WiGan

Calls charged of 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute of oll other fimes, inc. VAL RY UL EASL A AL | R E R T RY Y LV ¥



Kel Coslett, who holds appearance and points
records as a Saint, also coached the club for a spell
in the early 1980’

A moment to savour! Coach Jim Sullivan gets that Championship The most successful Coach in a season-
feeling after Saints’ 44-22 thrashing of Hunslet at Odsal in 1959. Cumbrian schoolmaster Joe Coan, winner
Duggie Greenall (left) and Tom Van Vollenhoven look on approvingly! of four trophies in the 1965/66 campaign

A Unbearable tension! The Saints’ bench at Wembley in 1972, with Coach Jim Challinor (third from the right)
in anxious mood,

SAINTS NEWSLINE 0 8 39 (Y ¥: 5 &4 Colls charged ot 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at ol other times, inc. VAT
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A native of Widnes, Alan began
his career as a winger with
Halifax, before joining the
Saints in 1948 as a loose for-
ward. He graduated to the front
row and went on to play 28
times for Great Britain from
1951-58. Prescott was the first
St. Helens player to lift the
Challenge Cup at Wembley, in
1956...a year in which he cap-
tained club, county and country!
Who could forget the Second
Test Match at Brishane in 1958,
when he carried on playing,
despite the excruciating pain of
a broken wrist. Alan went on to
coach the Saints to glory in the
1961 Challenge Cup Final
against Wigan...and his achieve-
ments are respected wherever
rugby league is played!

Avtograph:

Q

Calls charged at 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per gl
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Here are the Alliance results so far this season. As that in a game that neither team really dominated,
you can see, we have had some exciting wins. Thank although the first quarter was all Saints. Despite
you to our loyal band of fans for their continued sup- the wet and foggy conditions some very good running
port. rughy was played. Saints early dominance put us
Bradford A 22-14 ahead 16-6, with tries from Jason Johnson, Carl
Wigan A 24-10 Turner and Chris Newall, only for Leeds to draw
Leeds H 30-10 level 16-16 at the break.
Hull H 24-10 The second half was more nip and tuck, Andy
Castleford A 18-16 Holland going over after good approach work from
Dewsbury H 46-6 Brian Capewell. Johnson was switched to stand-off
Warrington H 34-18 and he linked with Lee Briers to go under the posts
Salford A 30-30 untouched 28-24 to Saints (Briers kicked his fourth
Wigan H 38-20 conversion). Saints’ discipline was now shown at its
Hull A 10-24 best with measured approach in setting up Briers for
Salford H 32-12 the all important drop goal 29-24. Leeds scored in
Leeds A 10-28 injury time but failed to convert.
Paul Jukes again worked tirelessly in defence, with
MYLERS MINUTES man of the match Craig Simms outstanding through-
LEEDS ACADEMY 28 SAINTS 29 out, Tony Stewart, Johnson and Briers also having

As they say, ‘A win’s, a win’. We just about managed  good all round performances.

THE GRIFFIN INN

Church Lane, Eccleston, St. Helens. WAIO 5AD
Tel: 01744 27907 Fax: 01744 453475

ammy LA
STEAK GUEST BITTERS

o s * % *

Froalads S NTINENTAL EAGERS

* % K
Whether you choose a succulent steak or a taste of the exotic,

Hudsons has all the ingredients for a remarkable meal.

A unique concept in accommodation combining a warm welcome and informality
of a local pub with the standards of a fine hotel

£32.50 per room per night Monday - Sunday

The only place to stay and eat for St. Helens R.L.EC. Stars and Officials

25% Discount on match days on all accommodation
Subject to availability on production of this advertisement

It
PLAYERS
bH0IGE

Thanks to our boots,

the team can expect some
comfortable wins this season.
(And draws, and losses.)
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McEWAN'S LAGER

COMPETITION -

MCEWAN'S
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| < ) - l ; McEwans shirt presentation
" / 9 versus Workington Town
! B ; GOOD LUCK TO (Regal Trophy
; | ‘ ‘ EVERYONE WHO Quarter Final)
| ! ENTERS THE The winner of the McEwans shirt v )
| Halifax was Sarah Walton of 0
| MEEWANS LAGER Rainhil, Merseyside. i she Wik e SRD P
| SHIRT presented with her prize tonight. .
‘ '1 COMPETITION
! - - - ' .
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supplied throughout the North West of England by Matthew Brown PLC



St. Helens
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Centre Manager: Mr Kevin Critchley
Management Office 2 St Mary’s Arcade Church Square Shopping Centre St Helens
Merseyside WA10 1AR Telephone 01744 751710 Fax 01744 24122

\ 2

CELLNET + VODAFONE + GSM « METRODIGITAL - EURODIGITAL - ORANGE » PAGING + TARIFF CHOICE « CONNECTION FEE ...

CONFUSED=>

End the confusion with your local mobile communication specialist!

Selecting the best mobile communications is difficult enough without

having to worry about your choice of supplier. Dingle Belles are your MOBILE
local specialists. So if you're interested in a mobile phone, a pager or PHONES
the new Orange service, we promise to help end your confusion - from onl
at prices you will find hard te belleve! 2
For further information, visit or telephone
any of our branches!

DRDINGILE BELLES

242 Southport Road
Ormskirk Lancs
Tel 01695 578555

£29

CONNECTED!
P .

e e e NN EC T
ot mss e Posse am by Geme. WELL

18 Parliament Street
Up Holland Lancs
Tel 01695 624444

YOU'RE MOTOROLA

Tel-co

‘ S—— __
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LIMITED

COMPRESSED AIR ENGINEERS

Unit 330/338 Haydock Lane, Haydock Industrial Estate,
St. Helens WA11 9UY
Tel: 01942 272310 Fax: 01942 272312

HIRE SERVICE

1 SALES .

AIRTEC COMPRESSED AIR ENGINEERS SPECIALISE IN THE
HIRE/SALE AND SERVICE OF ALL OIL FREE AND OIL FLOOD-
ED AIR COMPRESSORS AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT.
FOR YOUR COMPRESSED AIR REQUIREMENTS PLEASE
PHONE OUR COMPANY ON 01942 272310
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We’re in a different league.

When it comes to overnight data, parcel and freight delivery, you
need a service that is quick, safe and cost effective. At Interlink
Express you'll receive that, plus more. Our computer-guided, but

people-led technology delivers over 25,000 parcels overnight, _
evry night. And now with our new international service S
delivering to over 150 countries and territories worldwide,

Interlink Express is definitely in another league.

YOU PROMISE. WE DELIVER.

LOCALLY, NATIONALLY AND NOW INTERNATIONALLY

o S
e EXPRES

LIVERPOOL & WALLASEY

(0151) 630 5262

We are happy to support
St Helens Rugby League Club
in the Rugby League’s

g 89 5 entnary Seon I 99 5

Argentina Germany

Australia Italy
Austria Mexico
Brazil Netherlands
Canada New Zealand
Chile Poland
China Spain
Denmark Sweden
Finland USA
France United Kingdom

PILKINGTON

The global and local glass company

From its United Kingdom home, in the Rugby League
town of St Helens, Pilkington plc sells its products in
most countries of the world and manufactures in
twenty countries on four continents.

Pilkington plc Group Headquarters St Helens England WA 10 3TT
Designed by Chalon Press Ltd, St Helens




Come and
enjoy keeping fit.

ﬁ%E—(.IP'

WANT TO LOSE WEIGHT? JOIN OUR “BE - FIT
CLUB” ONLY 50p OFFERS WEIGHT AND
MEASURING & NUTRITIONAL ADVICE.

Saints “ONLY? )
Official Souvenit:,
Shop

Dunriding Lane, St. Helens
Tel: (01744) 758269/757905

. NEW CENTENARY STRIP
Adults-away & home 1erseys
Child away & home j Jerseys
Shorts. 227 26 becet e
Shorts 28" £ 32.
\ Shotts 847 L 40¢ ‘

Mon  6.00-7.00
7.15-8.15

Body Conditioning/Stretching
Trim & Tone (nice & easy)

6.00 - 7.00 Step & Tone
7.15-8.15 Step

6.00 - 7.00 Circuit Training

7.15-8.15

Riss The Fat Goodbye

Trim & Tone (nice & easy)

of
i We have a massive range‘
i and memorabilia. '

N AND SEE FOR
youasm

AT SAINTS RUGBY CLUB
Dunriding Lane, St. Helens
' For more information 0151 480 8558
Qualified Instructor R.S.A. - YM.C.A. - A.0.G.B. -
ADVANCED STEP

Sunday (Home Matches) 1230pm ‘3‘00pm
& 4.30pm—~5.00pm

Ruskin Leisure Limited
« Function Rooms for hire! « For family & business parties and celebrations
(for up to 200 people)
» Rugby and Football pitches for hire.
« Four top social clubs in St.Helens - Eccleston, Ravenhead, Ruskin Drive and
Windle City
Membership is £2 per club or £5 for all four clubs
JOIN THE FUN - JOIN THE CLUB

Ruskin Leisure Limited, Ruskin Drive, St.Helens, WA0 6RP, England.
Telephone: (01744) 28866 Fax: (01744) 454280 * General Manager: Rob Gerrard

elcome Back Paul

Tonight, we see the return of ace centre Paul
Newlove. His partnership with Scott Gibbs could be as
good as anything in the game, but don't ignore the
claims of Andy Northey. Young Andy is beginning to

look the part more than ever and his extra sprint training is
beginning to pay off.

Racial Abuse

The Commission for Racial Equality's recent report on racial
abuse in Rugby League highlights a problem that we shouldn't
tolerate in our game.

At St. Helens, the club has been one of the most determined
leaders in bringing respect for the players back to the terraces.
Our stewards and police are extremely active in trying to stamp
out behaviour problems,

Martin Offiah, in a recent newspaper article singled out Hull,
St. Helens and Warrington as being the worst places for racial
abuse. If this is true, then we must all work to stamp out this
prejudice but to be honest, I feel that Martin misfires by
maligning all Saints supporters,

Saints ace Bobbie Goulding himself was recently spat on at an
away ground and at another leading club had coins hurled at
him as he took a goalkick. This was just plain abuse and
certainly not racially inspired. Let's cut it all out.

Perhaps the time has come too for the players themselves to
cease antagonising opposition fans with their strutting and
nodding, By all means celebrate that's natural, but where does
show business stop and mickey taking take over?

If anyone want role models for not going over the top following
a score, take a look at Saints threequarters tonight.

Regal Trophy Goes West

Did you see that wonderful televised game from Naughton Park
last Saturday. This was full bloodied RL at its best and Widnes
deserve full credit,

However, according to the opposition coach, the only reason
Widnes put up such a good display was because they narrowed
the pitch. Never! Who would dare to do that to our friends from
over Billinge Hill? Know what I mean "arry?

Welcome Oldham

Oldham have played some brilliant rugby this season without
always having the luck to go with it. They are a much better side
than their league position suggests but this is possibly due to
coach Andy Goodway's determination to use the Centenary
season as an experimental period with this squad.

They have some fine players in Martin Crompton, big hitter

Jason Temu and St. Helens born Darren Abram a try poacher
supreme. Following the Regal Trophy tie last Sunday, Saints will
have to be at their best to bring home the points tonight.

Flashback - The Regal Trophy

When Halifax ok an early lead last Sunday, it looked as if
Saints were in for a tough game with the home club downing
several chances, but with Bobbie Goulding in top form, the
game went out of reach for 'Fax before half time.

Quality football from the Saints’ saw all the threequarters on the
scoring sheet no doubt about it, Saints again lived up to their
reputation as the leagues best entertainers. There was nothing
wrong either with the Saints packs efforts. Well done Chris Joynt
and Co.

Injury Situation - Sully Out

What a tragedy for flying winger Anthony Sullivan to pull a
groin muscle against Halifax last Sunday. Sully has been having
a great battle with Martin Offiah with his efforts to top the RL's
try scoring charts.

Yet out of crisis, came young Danny Arnold to snatch two tries
from the wing spot. Not bad for a kid who is still eligible to play
academy rugby

Jon Neill Back?

It would appear that contract rebel Jon Neill is about to return
to training. The powerful prop could still figure hugely in
Saints’ future plans. Give it a go John

Regal Trophy Semi-Final

I can't believe it! Saints drawn at home again. Warrington of
course will be a very tough match and it certainly is 2 mouth
watering prospect.

The Wires have hit some pretty good form themselves of late,
and like the Saints they can lick anyone on their day. Also like
the St. Helens club, they have a number of exciting youngsters,
breaking through to the first team and in Iestyn Harris, they
possess one of our games top personalities.

Let's hope that our injury situation clears in time for this
important semi-final.

Gamebreaker

One scribe, in the RL press claimed that the game against
Halifax went Saints way due to the fact the 'Fax lost Moriarty
and Bentley. He completely ignored that Saints too had injuries
1o Sullivan and Matautia. It just goes to show even journalists
can have a one eye view of proceedings.

“| can’t
believe it!
Saints
drawn at
home again.
Warrington
of course
will be a
very tough
match and it
certainly is a
mouth-
watering
prospect.”

Calls charged at 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other fimes, inc. VAL RYV ULV NS 1A AY AL T RO E RV N Y Y VWY,



TODAY'S MASCOT

31 Terrys

MATCHBALL SPONSOR

MATCHBALL SPONSOR

O Fioh & Chips

AGE: 10 Years Old

Hoesies: Plays rugby for

Haydock under 12s

and Cricket for
Haydock under 13s.
Watching Saints (since
he was 2) with his
dad, brother and sister.

Junction Lane, Sutton

St. Helens

FAvOURITE Paul Newlove
PLAYER:

UNITED NORWEST

@ FREE INSURANCE OR BIG CASH DISCOUNT ON SUMMER
96 AND WINTER TOO! (Subject to terms & conditions)

WOII.DWID! AND CRUISING SPECIALIST LOUNGE
- 1st FLOOR

@ PO EXCHANTS DURRAD Wimn COMPREHENSIVE

@ CAR HIRE * AIRPORT HOTELS * AIRPORT PARKING
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE ;\'b B
UNITED NORWEST 4
IRAVELA: i ol
10-12 Ormskirk Street, St. Helens
Tel: (01744) 451747 Fax: (01744) 451723

Calls charged ot 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute ot ol other fimes, inc. VAT. SAl NTS N EWS“ NE 0839 66442 2

ARTHUR RIGBY

MYLER'S MISSION

You only have to talk to
Saints' Academy coach
John Myler for a few

uring a 14 year career with Widnes, Swinton and Leigh, Myler won every medal

possible and played at Wembley in the Widnes team that defeated Hull Kingston

Rovers in the 1981 Challenge Cup final. I spoke to him this week and asked him

about his playing days.

"I started off as a scrum half, which was always my favourite position, then later
played at full back before finishing up at loose forward. I had some great years at my

minutes to l'eﬂhse how home club Widnes when we were christened the Cup Kings. I played alongside some top
PGSSiOII(I'e he is nbout players like Adams, Elwell, Laughton, Wright and Eric Hughes but I think the player I

admired the most was Mike O'Neill, who signed on at the same time as me and still

R“gby leﬂgue. JOI‘ln is turns out for the Widnes A team."

forthright, determined

"In those days we didn't study videos of the opposition or anything like that. We had a
terrific team spirit and camaraderie that carried us through. Looking back on my playing

ﬂﬂd focused his mind is days, I'd say by best memory was playing for the GB U24 team against France alongside
r

clear about what he
wants to see from his

players.

my brother Tony.
So, I wondered how John had made his way into coaching. "I think it was a natural
progression for me to move into coaching. During my playing days I was a thinker and
always looking for ways to improve set moves and plays. These days | am a student of
the game - a rugby dustbin! Unlike my playing days, I study lots of videos to pick up tips,
identify problems or spot weaknesses. Rugby League is like a game of chess - it needs
thinking about."

John had been coaching at Widnes when his brother Tony was the head coach. When
Tony resigned following a dispute, John followed suit. He contacted his old playing
colleague Eric Hughes to register an interest in the vacant Academy post at Knowsley
Road, got invited down for a chat and took the job.

There isn't much spare time in John's week these days. He works as a project engineer
for a local chemical company and coaches the St, Helens U15 town team in addition to
his duties with Saints Academy team. The work with the town team gives him an ideal
opportunity to get a close look at some of the budding local talent. John keeps files and
notes on promising young players and is involved in the setting up of a structured
scouting network, so hopefully no good 'uns will slip through the net and end up at Wigan!
I asked John who we should be watching out for from the current Academy team and
what he looks for in player. "I don't want to single out any individual as the squad are at
different stages of development and at different ages. I'm looking for attributes like
technical awareness, good tackling techniques, ability to off-load in the tackle and the
ability to think fast and smart. I also expect to see 100% effort and dedication -
particularly in training. I always trained as hard as I possibly could. You need to be at
the peak of fitness to do yourself justice."

John has some interesting observations on junior rugby. "The sooner the dispute between
BARLA and the RFL is sorted out the better. The best young players should be working
with professional coaches as soon as possible in order to develop their full potential. The
top Aussie clubs, like the Canberra Raiders, have junior teams from 13 years upwards
playing in the same style as the first graders. Our schoolkids play far too many matches
which can be really bad. For example last season my 11 year old son played 68 games in
all - 3 a week. We are also losing too many players between the ages of 13-16 to other
interests - we need to keep them playing Rugby League."

"The main purpose of my job at Saints is to get promising young players into good habits
and prepare them to step upto the first team. We've got half a dozen who could make it.
Whether they will or not is upto them. They have to ask themselves "How ambitious am
17 Am I single minded enough? Only time will tell."
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Key:- (S0) = Sent Off, (BB) = Blood bin sub
T = Try, G = Goal, DG = Drop Goal
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HOW THEY A4 444444 T R A b T

W6 BadedNohen B 300 264 5500 TG0 Prescolt Hayes T Northey Loughlin T

Sllivan 37 Gibbs Goulding 86 Fogerty Cunninghom  Perelini T Matoutio T Nickle T Joynt Haigh (3)T  Veivers (16) DG Dwyer (8) Pickavance (11)

STONES BITTER T Ddhom AN 0 48 436 Prescott & Hoyes 2T Northey T Loughlin 3 Sullivan Gibbs 2T Goulding 76 Fogerty Cunninghom  Perelini T Matoutio (16)T  Nickle (S0) Joynt Haigh (BB)  Veivers (11)  Dwyer (8) Pickavonce (11)

CENTENARY B Wign H 200 BSKYB 032 2052 MPS4  Prescott 2T Hayes Northey  Loughlin (S) Sullivan Gibbs T Goulding 26 Fogerty  Cunninghom T Perelini Motoutio Nickle Joynt Haigh (4) (Veivers) Dwyer (8) Pickavance ()
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......Colourplan

the company that offers the complete
service from design through to
delivery at a cost to suit your

budget.

So whether it's

a business

card,

letterhead,

multi-page full

colour brochure

or sports

programme.

Call lan McCue now.

NCHOUGE ON- T

Wi R advice costs nothing!
T—
£
S E
£
) S
~ : :
= Colourplan Design & Print
Q go 11 Waterside Court, St.Helens Technology Campus, St.Helens,
17 Ug WA9 {UA. Tel: (01744) 23868 Fax: (01744) 753316/753029

Members of the British Printing Industries Federation
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Back Row: Anthony Sullivan, Scott Gibbs, Phil Veivers, Dean Busby, Vila Matautia, Chris Joynt
Middle Row: Andy Northey, Paul Newlove, Adom Fogerty, Apollo Perelini, Alan Hunte
Front Row: Tommy Martyn, lan Pickavance, Karle Hommond, Bobbie Goulding, Keiron Cunningham, Steve Prescot, Eric Hughes

from all at

Knowsley Road
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Thinking of
kicking your %
old banger N
into touch? |
A Why not try h
S 1. Helens Ford - A
\
A

E'VE GOT

- ANYONE CAN

5] | |

<« LIVERPOOL AS80 EAST LANCS ROAD

CITY ROAD OPEN:
Mon-Fri: 9am - 7.30pm

ST.HELENS Saturday: 9am - 6pm
01744 26381 Sunday: 10.30am-6pm

Our Name Means a Great Deal




