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THE MAJOR SPONSOR OF RUGBY LEAGUE.

WELCOME TO OLDHAM

e welcome the players,
supporters and officials of
Oldham RLFC to Naughton Park
for this afternoon’s Stones
Bitter Championship fixture.

VITAL POINTS

At the time of writing the League's
decision on the promotion and relegation
issues, in the light of the Doncaster
situation, had still not been declared; no
doubt by the time you read these words
the position will be clearer. But, as we
said on this page on Wednesday, until we
are mathematically certain of staying up,
then-every point is vital, and even then
we still-have pride to play for. Despite it
being a rocky road at times a loyal
hardcore of fans has stayed loyal to the
club and with the new stadium, and
perhaps brighter times, just around the
corner, the playing staff, will be keen to
build on their recent good form to build
for the future and reward those die-hard
spectators.

AWAY DAYS

Assuming that we don’t finish in the top
four of the table this season and so earn
a home tie in the Premiership (and about
a dozen clubs above us would have to
announce mergers before that were even
likely to come about!), then we have only
two more fixtures to play at Naughton

Park this term. Hull are here next Sunday
and then we have the traditional Good
Friday clash with Warrington. There are
still six away games to come, however,
plenty of opportunity for the travelling
barmy army to get behind the lads in their
inimitable way.

CUP HOPES

Our visitor's, of course, have other things
to look forward too, like a Challenge Cup
semi-final with Wigan. No doubt the
Roughyeds would have preferred to meet
Featherstone, instead, just as the Rovers
would have liked to play them, but it
wasn't to be and even though they will be
long odds against to make a first visit to
Wembley, they are still in with a chance.

The Watersheddings outfit remain the only
team to win at Wilderspool this season,
and if they can recapture such form
again, then who knows what might
happen? One thing is absolutely certain;
they won't be short of people willing them
on to win!

CLUB OFFICIALS

Hon, Patron: The Rt. Hon. Lord Ashley of Stoke, C.H.
President: MR.R.C. HIRONS

Directors: J, MILLS (chairman)

E. BATE, R.D. BOWDEN, R.BROWN,

A.A. CHAMBERS, S. EVANS T.W. FLEET,

A HARRIS, J.A. HODGSON, A. MURRAY,

J. PRESTON, J.H. QUINN,

T.A. SMITH, F. VOWLES.

Football Secretary/Commercial Manager; MR.F.MYLER
Administration Financial Manager: J. CALDWELL
Marketing Executive: H. CUSHION

R.L. Council Representative: MR.T.A, SMITH

Hon. Surgeon: MR. P. ROSTRON

Club Doctor: DR.G. TANDY

Coach: MR. A. MYLER
Alliance/Assistant Coach: MR. J. MYLER
Assistant Coach:. MR. D. HULME
Academy Coach: MR. C.WHITFIELD
Physiotherapists: Miss K. JOYCE & Miss D. VOSE
Fitness Conditioner: Mr. M. WOOLRICH
Hon. Dental Surgeon: MR.I. HAWLEY
Safety Officer: MR. J. MILLER

General Office

Telephone: 051-495 2250
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WIDNES RLFC

WIDNES RLFC
CLUB HONOURS

Division One Champions: 1977-78,
1987-88, 1988-89

Challenge Cup Winners:
1929-30, 1936-37, 1963-64, 1974-75, 1978-79,
1980-81, 1983-84,

Lancashire League Winners:1919-20,

Lancashire Cup Winners:
1945-46, 1974-75, 1975-76, 1976-77, 197879,
1979-80, 1990-91

John Player Trophy Winners:
1975-76, 1978-79, 1991-92.

Premiership Winners:
1979-80, 1981-82, 1982-83,
1987-88, 1988-89, 1989-90.

BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Winners: 197879,
Charity Shield Winners: 1988 1989 1990
European & World Club Champions: 1989,
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Tony Myler

is sponsored
by K&B Forest
Products

I Congratulations to Oldham
on reaching the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup semiinals. It's
a pity that we're not there with
them. Like most people | was
obviously pleased with the way
in which we tackled Wigan last
Saturday.

Before the game we realised
that Wigan like to get on top
very quickly, especially in Cup
ties, so it was very important to
ensure that this did not happen
to us.
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It's very encouraging for us all
at the club that we are signing

so many young talented players.

In reality, we're not going to be
able to offer the sort of money
that the likes of Wigan and

OFFICIAL BALL SUPPLIERS
TO WIDNES

N Y YLER
Leeds can in big contracts, so
our strategy is to sign the
players young and bring them
through slowly. The fact that we
can attract such quality players
(we signed four more Academy
players before the Wigan Cup
tie), shows how they regard
Widnes and this can only auger
well for the future.

It will be interesting to see how
the salary cap will affect clubs
for next season. It's obviously
not been tried here before and

no one can predict just what's

going to happen.

It's very encouraging

for us all at the club

that we are signing
§0 many young
talented players

The season is now rapidly
gathering pace for the final run
in and it's vitally important that
we pick up league points if we
are to get into mid-table.

Of course, First Division survival
is everything and we must build
towards the future and greater
things next term, we have the
foundations laid.

I “mnao

AND THE RUGBY LEAGUE

another injury lay off and if so his presence wi
welcomed. His skill and experience has been seen all too
infrequently at Naughton Park over the past few years.
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TOP OF THE TOWN

N I GhiH 'B3C LU B

Albert Road. Widnes

Do not.put up with the rest...
...Come to the best

Top .of the Town

2 Floors of Entertainment
Tuesday: 9.00.pim, -2.00 a.m.
Friday: 9.00'p.m. = 2.00 a.m.
Saturday:9.00 p:m.- 2.00 a.m.

\OFFERS.ON.ADMISSION T0.MEMBERS
HAPPY HOUR NIGHTLY-FROM 9.00 p.m.
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GUTSY REPLACH

B Replacing popular players who have left the Club is
always a difficult task, supporters are always quick to
compare the replacement. The popular Andy Collier who
joined Widnes in the close season from the crisis torn
Club Leigh has done much to soften the blows of the
departures with gutsy all action performances we
expect here at Widnes. The B&W spoke to Andy
recently about his season here at Naughton Park.
“Leaving Leigh my hometown club after eight seasons
with them was probably the right thing to do, they were
having problems financially and with the future of Hilton
Park itself not certain. | did feel genuinely sorry for the
supporters of the Club, they certainly did not deserve all
the problems they were having.

At the end of last season-one or two Clubs did show an
interest in me, Workington and Keighley made very good
offers for me to join'them but | did express a wish to
stay within the region, so-as not disrupt my studies too
much. | am in my final year of BEd. course at acollege
near Southport and when Widnes came in for me | was
delighted to sign for them.

There were a couple of players here already that | knew
quite well such as David Ruane with whom | played at
Leigh. Darren Wright and | go back quite along way as
youngsters playing in the same school teams to joining
the-amateur club Leigh Miners before going our separate
ways in the professional ranks. Then of course there is
Lee Hansen who later followed me to Naughton Park.

| am really enjoying myself here at Widnes, they are a
great set of lads with a sense of humour to match. |
won't try to kid anybody that it as been something of an

WHO AM I? Clue No.1

Five clues throughout the programme should give
away the identity of our mystery player.
How quickly can you name him?

| joined Widnes from local Rugby Union in the
summer of 1978.
(next clue page 9)

easy time here, completely the opposite. It has been a
very tough campaign playing some good sides along the
way and not getting the results which were warranted by
the spirited displays Widnes have given. Believe you me
it is as much frustrating for the coaching staff and the
players as it is for the supporters, who incidently have
been absolutely magnificent this season, playing their
important role of lifting the side vocally home and away.
At Leigh | was given a lot of responsibility because at
twenty seven | was the oldest player. | played out of
position quite a lot especially in the pack, | even played
quite few games at prop forward, which when you
consider | first joined as a fullback could have had a
damaging effect on my personal game. Since arriving
here at Widnes | have been mainly selected in the much
preferred second row position.

We have been winning a few league games recently,
hopefully we can consolidate on those encouraging
performances with some good results against sides who
are also at the wrong end of the league table. We
certainly have the class and the players here at Widnes
to do just that”.




ERIC HALE ( AGRICULTURAL)

EXCAVATIONS LIMITED

EARTH
MOVING
TOP SOIL
SUPPLIERS

3 GREEN STREET
WARRINGTON
CHESHIRE

TEL:

01925 570347
0836 532157
(. 0928 788504
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&6 Pound for pound, the
lads at Leeds have always
believed him to be one of
our most feared opponents

in the last decade, ®®
David Creasser

I | was commentating on a
Bradford N v Widnes game last
season and summerizing the
match for us was ex Leeds RL and
Gt Britain centre David Creasser.
He was talking about the present
Widnes skipper David Hulme and
today I'd like to throw my
tuppence worth in.

David for me has epitomized the
role of the true club professional
throughout his distinguished career,
but | don't really feel he has had
the media praise he deserves.
Since coming into the Widnes side
on a regular basis after tussling for
a year or so with Andy Gregory for
the No 7 jersey, he has never once
given less than 100% effort in the
Chemics' cause.

With all due respect to Garry

WHO AM 1?
Clue No. 2

My first season was spent on
the wing.
(next clue page 15)

(e e e e e e e e e e e e

Schofield, it absolutely astounds

me to see the attention the Leeds
player receives in the press and on
television alike. If | had the choice
of 13 David Hulmes in my side or
13 Garry Schofields - | know who |
would have! David can look back
on many glory filled days in a
glittering career with the Chemics
and quite rightly he possesses a
cupboard-full of awards and
medals. But it is his displays in
the last two Widnes games that
has prompted me to put pen to
paper.

Against Sheffield Eagles and
Wigan in the Challenge Cup he
produced two super displays,
making hard yards which
completely vindicate those earlier
words of David Creasser.

The records will show that David
Hulme has scored over 100 tries
for the Chemics, but | wouldn't
mind betting he has saved another
400 with his awesome cover
tackling.

During the glory days of the 1970s

many great stars wore the Chemics
black and white jersey - they were
allowed to perform their skills
thanks to the tireless and

relentless endeavours of workhorse
Reg Bowden.

Without a shadow of doubt, history
will show that David Hulme has
done exactly the same in the '80s
and '90s. In my opinion, anyway,
an alltime Widnes great!
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FDR WIDNES DRIVE-THRU Q|
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for the special price of £2 programme, it can be cancelled SANE
L (after 10.30am only) when presented at the restaurant. l
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CROWN DISCOUNT CENTRE

Largest Stockists of Carpets
Underlays, Vinyls in the area

100’s of Roll Ends on display
You’ll never get a good deal
unless you TRY CROWN

Crown Carpets
Foundry Lane, Halebank, Widnes
Tel: 051 424 0678
(Opposite Asda Store)
OPEN 7 DAYS

FROM ONE
WINNING TEAM
TO ANOTHER

GOOD LUCK WIDNES

“EVERYTHING WE DO
IS DRIVEN BY YOU”

GLEBE cAraGE

LUNTS HEATH ROAD,
WIDNES

Oa7ei

NYLAND & BEATTIE

SOLICITORS

63, ALBERT ROAD, WIDNES, CHESHIRE
TEL: 051 424 5656 FAX: 051 424 6716

ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
WEEKDAYS AND ALL DAY SATURDAY

Conveyancing *Mortgages Life Assurqnce
Employment Probate Pensions
Childcare Business Matters Investments
Debt Collection Commercial Redundancy
SPECIALISTS IN
e DIVORCE * ACCIDENTS * CRIME
This Firm is Regulated by the Law Society in
6 the Conduct of Investments Business
* Your Home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments
on a mortgage or other loans ecured on it.
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Records come and records go,

but there's one still standing
at Widnes from almost 30 years ago.
Robin Whitfield’s 11 goals in a game
against Oldham on October 28 1965.
“I remember it as if it was only
yesterday,” said Robin, who is now
helping out in the coaching of our
referees after proving to be one of
the best officials in the world himself.
“That Oldham game was one of those
days when everything went just right,”
said Robin. “Oldham had a good
team.in those days including South
Aftican full back John Winton, who
later played for Wigan.
“We were expecting it to be hard to
win the game never mind beat
Oldham. But we just went out and
threw the ball around. It was like
Harlem Globetrotters and we won 49-
o
“The one disappointment about that
game was that | hit the posts with two
other kicks and was also recalled for a
forward pass when | was going from
half-way towards the posts. Perhaps
the ref couldn't keep up with the
play!”
Had any of those points counted he
would have beaten Harry Dawson's
record of 27 points in a game scored
against Liverpool City on Easter
Monday in 1957. “I changed my
kicking style for the game. | had been
having a few problems with-kicks and
instead of lying the ball down in the
old torpedo cannon style, | stood the
ball up straight and it worked.”
The try scorers made interesting
reading: Brian Winstanley (2), Vince
Karalius, Tony Karalius, Alan Walsh,
Ged Lowe, Wally Hurstfield, Dennis
Ward and Robin himself.
Dennis Ward went on to be capped by
Australia and he is still involved in
country rugby over there.
The Widnes team at the time was just
beginning to break up after the 1964
Wembley triumph and Robin, who
played at Widnes from 1960-69, had

P BID COUNIEXED @fi}uq )

RON GIRVIN cCuc’s Mastery :

Unlucky Davies

taken over the No 1 spot from Bob
Randall.

Randall was the Wembley full back but
Robin almost got into the team. Bob
had an attack of yellow jaundice and
had only got back into the side a week
before Wembley.

“You could say I missed out by a
week, but | have had some great
experiences as a referee at Wembley
and in Tests.

“The biggest memory was refereeing
at a full Sydney Cricket Ground. Not
even Wembley can compare with that.
| did three Winfield Cup games there,
and then AustraliaNew Zealand Test in
1986. That really was something!”
Robin deserved his success. ‘He was
always a good clubman and my
everlasting memory of him was going
round to Naughton Park one day to
see if the pitch was fit after snow.
And who should be on the terraces
with-a shovel in his hand but Robin
Whitfield. How many would do that
today?

Although it was disappointing to miss
out on.this season’s Silk Cut
Challenge Cup semiinal, it's nice to
see Oldham within striking distance of
a first Wembley.

They ought to have played Widnes in
the 1964 final but for a bungle by the
game's administrators at the time.
Oldham and Hull KR drew in their
semiinal and when the replay kick-off
time was announced, everyone knew
that if extra time were needed, there
was no way the game could be
completed. That's exactly what
happened as the game was
abandoned with Oldham 17-14 ahead.
Hull KR emerged triumphant 12-2 in
the third game.

Had Oldham made it they could have
had the unique distinction of being
Division Two champions and finalists.
They certainly had some good players
like Frank Dyson, Trevor Simms,
hooker Len Mclntyre and the one and
only Peter Smethurst.
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At times last season
Christian Tyrer looked like
our most dangerous
attacking player, but this
campaign has been a
frustrating one for the
popular half-back. A series
of injuries have hampered his
attempts to regain his first
team place and yet, though
he must despair at times, his
day will surely come. Having
a family steeped in Rugby
League tradition must be a
help at times like this, with
dad Colin having experienced
many such ups and downs
during a long and
distinguished career as
player and coach.

The cream always rises to
the top, they say, and as
anyone who saw Chris’s solo
try at Post Office Road last
March will confirm, young
Chris is definitely a class
act.

FAVOURITE THINGS

TV Programme: Brookside
19/12/73 Age: 22 Music: The Beautiful South

of Birth: :
o Occupation: Student Food: Chinese

. Great Britain Under 24 Squad, Drink: Lager
H°“°u's'GGrg: Britain Academy, Three thing to take onto a desert
hire Under 11's - Under 1T's island: A pub, a chinese restaurant
. and Michelle Pffeifer

Christian Tyrer...
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Over the past fifteen years or so

Oldham have earned themselves
something of a reputation as a yo-yo
side, one which skips frequently
between the divisions, and so it was
when they visited Naughton Park in
early October 1990, They had started
the new season well after heing
promoted the previous April, winning
on two of their first three outings in
the top flight, but were unfortunately
destined for the drop again.
The game had been put back to
midweek to accommodate our
Lancashire Cup final with Salford the
previous Saturday, but even so the
evening kick-off did not prevent a crowd
of 7361 watching the Chemics pip the
Roughyeds by 24 points to 16, tries by
Devereux, Currier, Tait and Offiah and
four Davies goals being too much for
the visitors for whom Ford, Lord and
Donegan touched down, with Platt
goaling twice.
The Oldham players featured on the In
Town Today pages of the programme
give an indication of the sheer turnover
of personnel at Watersheddings in
recent times. Tommy Martyn, Mike
Ford and John Cogger were the three
stars pictured, but others mentioned
included John Fieldhouse, Paul Round
(top scorers for them that season, with
a total of 19 tries), Richard Russell and
many more who have since moved on
to pastures new.

Not that there are many of the
Widnes line-up still here, either!
According to the teamsheet we
were due to turn out as
follows: Tait, Devereux,
Currier, Davies, Offiah, T.Myler,
D.Hulme, Grima, McKenzie,
D.Smith, Koloto, Eyres,
Holliday. Subs. Wright,
Ashurst.

The Oldham fifteen was

announced as: Platt, Francis, Tuesday, wm.,,,.,

Martyn, Duane, Lord, Clark,
Ford, Pyke, Russell,
Fieldhouse, Round,
McAlister, Barrow. Subs. Fairbank,
Donegan.

Elsewhere in the programme club
skipper and beneficiary, David Hulme,
commented that our recent 32-6 defeat
at Hull should not a cause for panic
stations. It was, after all, our only
reverse so far in league and cup
football. He also looked forward to the
arrival of the Australian Tourists who
were due to reach these shores soon,
and he predicted big things from Brad
Fittler and Greg Alexander in particular.
This game took place at a time when
the inauguration of the Widnes Hall of
Fame was imminent and Ron Girvin
devoted his page to a Chemic of
Yesteryear, Nat Silcock, who was sure
to be included in the list of Widnes
greats. Nat played the game at a time
when the football was often brutal and

1990, m«auno,,,

NESy OLDHAM

the facilities primitive and Ron reminds
us that the giant forward suffered badly
with arthritis in later life. He quotes
Silcock’s words which must make
modern professionals, hard men that
they are, feel that they are well done-
by. “The conditions we played in were
terrible sometimes” he said. “You
couldn't get a proper bath and often
only in cold water. There are times
when | wished | had never played the
game."

WHO AM 1?
Clue No.3

| earned 15 GB Test caps
between 1980 and 1986.
(next clue page 19)

J. PRESTON & SON

MILD STEEL FABRICATIONS, WELDING, DROP ROD & PIPE CLIP SPECIALIST,
INDUSTRIAL FENCING & GATES, BLACKSMITHS, FORGING, PRESS WORK

CAR & VAN
HIRE ALL

PATROL GR m m PRIMERA m TERRANO I

SELF-DRIVE

FOR A WIDE CHOICE MAKE US YOUR 1ST CHOICE

PITT STREET, WEST BANK, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WAS8 0TG.
Telephone: 051 424 3718 » Fax: 051 495 2360
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DAYS VISITO
...0....0........

I Oldham might be forgiven for having

other things on their mind as they

approach today's game at Naughton experience at Naughton Park. Can play

Park. With a first Wembley trip only either prop or second row with equal

eighty minutes away, but with the might ability.

of Wigan standing between them and MICHAEL EDWARDS

the twin towers, the Watersheddings Signed from Parkside Goldbourne at the

outfit might be excused if they were to age of 17 after receiving honours form

keep a little in reserve for that big day Lancashire and England schoolboys.

to come. But ultra-professional coach, Now at the age of 20 deservedly retains

Andy Goodway will no doubt be trying to his place after performing consistently in

banish thoughts of cup glory from his our Alliance team.

player's heads as he aims to STEVE GARTLAND

consolidate their highly creditable Needs no introduction to League fans in

Paul signed for Widnes three years ago
and has had considerable senior

eighth place in the table. the Oldham or Rochdale areas. A clever
stand off aged 23, he signed for
PAUL DAVIDSON Rochdale from Oldham amateur club St

Annes in 1990 and established a
Rochdale club record of 276 points in a
season in 1992/93. A useful goal
kicker he is the son of Brian Gartland,

in fown

Joined Oldham this summer in a
£17,000 deal with Widnes. A Cumbrian
who formerly played with Hensingham,

Oldham's town team coach
and a former member of the
| Watersheddings coaching
staff.
<{ DARREN ABRAM
First professional club was
Warrington and then moved to
Trafford Borough from where
he joined Rochdale in 1991.
Earned a reputation at
Rochdale as a prolific try
scorer and when listed for
£70,000 was sought by
several clubs including Salford,
Featherstone and Wakefield
before joining Oldham in
February 1993.
WALLY GIBSON
On his day one of the finest
" attacking full backs in Rugby
League. Wally made his name
with the Huddersfield club,

dinam...

e R L T

ripping Second Division defences to
shreds in his three years at Fartown.
Joined Oldham two seasons ago and
quickly became a firm favourite with the
Watersheddings crowd thanks to his
uncanny ability to turn defence into
attack.
IYAN GREEN
A Wiganer formerly on St Helens books,
lyan came to Oldham as a free agent in
the summer of 1993 and became a
useful member of the squad, often
showing his worth at senior level as a
tough tackling hard grafting second row
forward who also played a major roll in
the Alliance team's remarkable
unbeaten record throughout the season.
NIGEL HESLOP
Former England R.U. winger who won 10
caps for his country. Signed for Oldham
from Orrell R.U. club in February 1993
after losing his place in England's Five
Nations Cup squad for 1993.
Represented England in the
World Cup 1991 and was a
member of two Grand Slam
winning squads.
SHAUN IRWIN
Shaun joined Oldham from Castleford in
1992 in the move that took Richard
Russell to Wheldon Road. A former
member of Mal Reilly's Great Britain
squad. Shaun is a vastly experienced
inside back, sound on defence and with
a deceptive turn of pace as he proved
when scoring a long range try at
Featherstone in the 1993/94 season.
DAVID JONES
A strong finishing winger signed from
Wakefield, A Wigan born St Pat's player
and as an amateur gained county and
international honours. Can quickly
establish himself as a firm favourite at
Oldham if he continues in his current
form. Had a spell in Australia during the
close season.
MIKE KUITI
A New Zealand International of great
repute.
Played in Great Britain and France with
the New Zealand tourists in 1989.

L]

Selected for the Test team eight times,
playing Great Britain, France and New
Guinea, but not Australia. A strong loose
forward or second rower, at the pinnacle
of his career. Has played for Rochdale,
Swinton,Leeds and Rochdale again.Has
a good eye for making and taking
scoring opportunities.

GARY LORD

A newcomer to Oldham this year, Gary
started his career with Castleford and
moved to Leeds before Oldham signed
him from Halifax for a £35,000 fee fixed
by tribunal. The brother of former
Oldham winger Paul Lord, Gary began
his life as a full back but now plays in
the pack mainly at second row.

PAUL TOPPING

Paul joined Oldham from Leigh in the
summer of 1993 after starting his
career as a full back with Swinton,
Oldham's top point scorer last season
he is a useful goal kicker who can play
equally well at full back centre or even
loose forward. A groin injury caused
him problems last season but he has
recovered remarkably well after surgery.
IAN SHERRATT

Former Oldham and Lancashire
schoolboy. Left Oldham for Salford and
returned season 1991/92. A hard
grafting prop-forward. Who won
Oldham’s Player of the Season for
1993/94 and was also voted the
Players Player of the Season.

DAVID STEPHENSON

Like his fellow hooker from the Leeds
area, John Clark, David learmned his
Rugby League in the Yorkshire city and
also won BARLA youth honours. A good
hooker and a clever play maker in the
loose, Stephenson is highly regarded at
Watersheddings.

MARTIN CROMPTON

A £35,000 buy from Wigan early last season, Martin was troubled
by injury in the early part of the campaign but came through
maghificently last season to play a crucial role in Oldham’s team
which saw off the threat of relegation. Formerly with Warrington,
Martin moved to Watersheddings via his home town club Wigan.

LYNCHPIN...
MARTIN CROMPTON
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An Army
career offers
you a sporting
chance

Sport is an important part of the Army
way of life because it’s a good way of building
up your fitness, confidence and team spirit.

So with the Army, you’ll get the chance
to take part in just about every sporting and
adventure activity you can name - including
squash,  sailing, mountaineering, rock
climbing, canoeing and rugby.

But that’s not all the Army offers. There
are 150 trades and skills to apply for, starting
pay is good and there are opportunities for
travel.

So why not join the team?

You'll find out all you want know from:

Sergeant Major Mike Perry
Army Careers Office,

I8 Winmarleigh Street,
Warrington WA1 INB.

18 black &

WIDNES RLFC

I Should we or shouldn’t we have
a new national stadium? Should it
be in London, Birmingham or
Manchester?

There are many reasoned
arguments for answering yes and no
to both questions - but I'm not going

to sit on the fence.

For me the national stadium should
be in London - Wembley is not just
about the game. it is the magic of
visiting, and in some cases
sampling the delights of, the
capital.

of GMR Radio

OOOOOUOO0.00QOG@@@O@O&O%

Lord
writes...

| know they rip us off and
something should be done about
it, I know it's expensive, but our
game is the best in the world and
its premier event should get
maximum exposure, and that means
London.

This doesn’t mean however that
there isn't room for another modern
stadium - there's always room for
more - but so- many of our stadia
have been upgraded over the past
seven years that they are a great
deal better and any spare cash

may be better used by developing
the game itself or indeed the youth
breaking into the game.

THE STADIUM DEBATE CONTINUES...

By the way, what a pleasure to visit
the McAlpine Stadium recently. The
facilities, the people and everything
about the stadium are superb
(what's the betting that the Regal
Trophy has found a permanent
venue?),

SN SAYS..s

Q@O..0.0.....Q@O@OQQQG%

I This should be a very good game
indeed going by recent form. Widnes
have been doing very well lately after
putting together a four match
unbeaten run prior to Saturday's Cup
defeat by Wigan, and Oldham have
done tremendously well in our great
tournament earning a place against
Wigan in the semi-final. Hopefully
Lee Hansen and Emosi Koloto will be
back today and I've heard Peter Smith
may too return. Although the result in
Wednesday's match against Wigan is
unknown at the time of writing, a win
there would do the lads' confidence
the world of good.

No offence, but | hope Oldham don'’t

T e B s R P (O~ F AN T

beat Wigan in the semiinal, because
a Wigan/Leeds final has been called
for since it became clear that Leeds
are Wigan's main threat to the
Stone’s Bitter Championship title.
With Oldham, Leeds and Featherstone
progressing to the semiinal of the
Challenge Cup, it's been a busy little
week in Yorkshire, combined with the
proposed merging of Doncaster and
Sheffield Eagles and the drama
surrounding Bradford Northern men,
Peter Fox, David Myers and Dave
Watson.

On the merging, my views are that if it
would save Doncaster it's worth a try.
It would be a shame to see

Doncaster's defiant efforts in Division
One end in such tragedy. | can,
however, see Sheffield's point of view.
Gary Hetherington claims that there is
no financial benefits for the Eagles
and how will they decide who to put on
the committee, coaching and playing
staff? There could be a lot of people
opposing the merger if it means their
jobs will come under threat. | shall
watch the developments with interest.

Simon Owens

WHO AM 1?
Clue No.4

After a stint stand off | finally
settled into the full-back slot.
(next clue page 23)

black & 19




PLAYER

SPONSORS

David Smith

- Taurus Removals

Emosi Koloto

- Clifton of Runcorn

Paul Hulme

- Amazing Glazing

David Hulme

- Amazing Glazing

Adrian Hadley

- Eric Hale Excavations

Lee Hansen

- Fairview Windows

Christian Tyrer

- Cheshire Country
Restorations

Andy Ireland

- Ewan, Mark & Libby

Jason Green

- J. Preston & Son

Stuart Spruce

- Jet Engineering Ltd

Karle Hammond

- Hawley & Meek
Dental Surgeons

Anthony Singleton

- W. E. Pile The Butchers

Craig Makin

- Stowe Bowden Wilson

Steve MecCurrie

~ Concept Network Consultants

Gary Broadbent

-~ Queens Arms, Widnes

Peter Smith

- The Jones's

;). Andy Ireland . .. ..
- ySteve McCurrie_ . . .
. Craig Makin .....
. Andy Colller .....
. Paul Myler ......

Scrums
1 2 3 48 6
78 9101112
1314 15 16 17 18
1920 21 22 23 24

Gary Broadbent . . .

Jason Green ... ..

Darren Wright . ...
Adrian Hadley . ...

Karle Hammond . . .

DavidHulme .............
. PRULHUEIN®: ;5555 5 6 io s issn

coach: Tony Myler

widnes

colours: black & white

Penalties
1 2.3 4.5 6
7 8 91011 12
1314 15 16 17 18
1920 21 22 23 24

@Jaiivsarm

colours: red, white & blue

Wally Gibson

Adrian Bell ... ..

Paul Topping

Darren Abram

Scott Ranson

Wilson Marsh

Martin Crompton

lan Sherratt

David Stephenson
. Jason Temu
1.1, Joe Faimalo
2. Gary Lloyd . ....
1, Mike Kuiti . . ...

.........

.........

---------

.........

---------

coach: Andy Goodway

Scrums
1:2 i3 4 5.6
7 8 9101112

1920 21 22 23 24

1314 15 16 17 18"

Penalties
1+ 2:83:.4-5-6
7 8 9101112

1314 15 16 17 18
1920 21 22 23 24

EMMA DAWSON
| Emma is aged 10 and attends St. Bedes
: R.C. Junior School.
Her favourite player is John Devereux.

Widnes

Oldham

Today's Officials

7 Referee: Mr. R. F. Tennant

Touch Judges: ‘ Mr. J. Croft

@ Mr. R. Duckworth

[} €3

FOREST PRODUCTS LTD.

= bd  F &
K&B Forest Products Limited

Another Winning Team

Ditton Road, Widnes. Tel: 051-424 5500 Fax: 051-420 2830
Long Reach Road, Barking [GI1 OIN Tel: 081-5%4 5591 Fax: 081-594 2134

; i
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Elf Atochem UK Ltd
are pleased
to support the

WIDNES RLFC
elf atochem

i

Elf Atochem UK Ltd
Chlorotoluene Derivatives Division
West Bank Dock Estate, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 ONY

Tel: 051 424 4281 Fax: 051 423 2814
GROUP

war ’ d NEWSPAPERS

HALTON'S BRIGHTEST WEEKLIES

ST FOR
CHEMICS
COVERAGE

BY ovERr 95000 POTENTIAL
CUSTOMERS EVERY WEEK

162/164 ALsert Roap Wiones CHesHire WAS8 6LJ
ADVERTISING: 051 424 7711 epitoriaL: 051 424 6677

22 black

Fax: 051 424 4122

M The Academy side has been
thrown a lifeline in its quest for
the Division Two title with a
revamped end to the season
planned by the executive
committee involving all eight
sides.

Although Widnes are currently in
pole position, Dewshury have
games in hand on the Young
Bulls with both sides having lost
three matches but Widnes have
also drawn three.

The annoying part, as far as
Widnes is concerned, is that
disallowed "tries" have cost
them valuable league points in
these matches.

However, the proposed end of
season Championship play-off
could still see the Division Two
trophy here at Naughton Park.
The league fixtures are due to be
completed by Wednesday 27
March when the final league
positions will be known.

On April 1 position 5 will play 8
and 6 will play 7.

The following week position 3 will
play the lowest placed winner of
the above fixtures with position 4
playing the other winner.

Then, on 8 April, position 1 will

WHO AM 1?
Clue No.5

| moved to Oldham early in 1987

having scored over 1600 points
for the Chemics.
(Answer on page 31)

WIDNES ACADEMY
e

bu

play the lowest placed winner of
the previous weeks fixtures with
position 2 playing the other
winner.

The winners of these two games
will then play each other in the
Championship Final on 15 April at
a venue to be decided.

In the Academy Plate Competition
Widnes travel to Sheffield Eagles
on 22 April with the winners
entertaining Doncaster or Hunslet
on 6 May.

Widnes are making a determined
effort to boost the Youth Policy
here at Naughton Park with a
number of players available for
next year's Academy side.

Danny Myler, Alan Redicliffe, Mike

Pl WD
Widnes 135 i3
Sheffield 121 1
Dewsbury 1070
Halifax Iy L |
Salford 3reaalt
Featherstone 13 4 2
Barrow oo = 0
Keighley 9522 =1

JJB ACADEMY DIVISION 2

WIDNES RLFC
L L ] e

Sephton, Adam Hughes, Jody
Kerner and Richard Lamey will all
bolster the Young Bulls squad for
the 95/96 campaign.

EoiE A Diff Pts
3.-822 2315191 idT
g el 2361 00 b
o o L YA |
S 206 - 234 =42 11
PAR o LG e b
7 281 413 132 10
6 206 256 09
6 124" 277 153 5

TAURUS REMOVALS ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR
WIDNES ACADEMY YOUNG BULLS

[TETI ¥ I white 23
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B Alan Prescott was probably
the envy of most rughy league
players in this Country,why? do |
hear you ask, well after Widnes
won the Challenge Cup in 75

Alan was featured on the B.B.C's
“Grandstand” programme every
Saturday afternoon in the

opening credits, running down

the wing on a glorious seventy
yard run. It was a pleasure not to
miss the short film clip of Alan in all
his glory.

Alan now recalls those memorable
days and his life today working
alongside another Hero of “75".

“It was coach Bob Harper who signed
me for Widnes back in January 1970
from West Park Rugby Union Club in
St. Helens. Surprisingly | went
straight into the first team. | did
however play in the “A” team which
went on to the Championship that
season but because you

heroes of

needed to have played ten games
to receive a medal, | missed out. |

/ only managed to play in nine
’_, games for the reserves,the blow

ALAN PRESCOTT

was softened by the fact that |

was a first team regular.

The side in those days was not

that good but there was plenty of

spirit and a feeling that the good

times were not that far away.
Those good times really started to
become a reality when Vinty Karalius
took over in 1972. He estasblished
much needed professionalism within
the Club. The fitness campaign he
introduced then is still being widely
used by clubs today.Vinty was
certainly a man way ahead of his
time. It is no wonder that players
past and present still have the
greatest repect for the man who was
initially responsible for bringing so
much success to Widnes.
The 1975 Cup run was a tough one
indeed, all of our games were away
from home against sides like
Swinton, Wakefield and Hull, who
were no pushovers in those days.
The Final saw Widnes get off to a
terrible start,we conceded a try very
early into the game scored by the
Warrington winger John Bevan who
followed up a little kick by the prop
Dave Chisnall. | took personal
exception to John scoring the try, |
was supposed to be marking him and
when he made his familiar one
armed clenched fist salute, | just
wanted to snap his arm off such was
my displeasure.
That Bevan try spurred us on and
with Ray Duttons magnifcent
goalkicking and Jim's try we went in
at halftime 11- 5 in front . The half-
time talk from Vinty was inspirational,
he simply said you are 40minutes
away from history,his prophecy
proved correct and the final scoreline

did flatter Warrington.
My wing partner was Australian Chris
Anderson. Vinty had christened us
the “bookends” mainly because we
tackled anything that moved. Chris
had quite a good game that
afternoon, | recall, and
more than justified his
selection.That
‘Grandstand’ run
came about after we
had been under some & &
immense pressure on [
our line and the ball
was whipped out to
me by Eric Hughes
and | set off and was
just caught by the

incredible margin once my senses
had been regathered.

1976 saw my departure from
Naughton Park, | did not fit into the
plans of coach Frank Myler and |
joined Leigh in the November of 76. |

| N E RLFC
eoe ecococoe

sessions and then the ex St. Helens
player Kevin Whittle asked me to
coach a local side Nutgrove which |
did and then went to do something
similar with another amateur side
called U.G.B. Sadly | parted company
after a season and half

Warrington fullback

Derek Whitehead, strangely he was
the one player | never seemed to get
past on any occasion in my career.
The 76 Final was a result that was
hard to accept especially living in St.
Helens, | was taken off the field
suffering from concussion with us
trailing 6- 5. | was amazed to hear
that we had lost the game by that

-'_..;-_'1

The Hiciorest HoTEL AND
Telephone: 051 424 1616
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No doubt which dressing room it is...
Jubilant Widnes after their great semi-
final win over Wakefield Trinity.

stayed with them until | broke my
neck in 79 when | retired from the
professional game.

Once | had fully recovered from the
injury. | played a little soccer with a
side that | use to take for fitness

5 ge—t

because of a lack of
enthusiasm amongst the
players.

When it was announced
that Eric Hughes would
be taking over as coach
at Knowsley Road |
wrote to him
congratulating him on
his appointment and if
he required any help
with conditioning and
sprinting at the Club | was only to
glad to help out. In January this year
I received a phone call from Eric
asking me | would be interested in
doing the conditioning for the first
team, | gratefully accepted the
position and | am delighted to be
involved with the professional game
once again”.
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What, | wonder, were the
odds against the two biggest
clubs in the RFL, Leeds and
Wigan, completely avoiding
each other in every round of
the cup for two successive
years? | must ask my old
mate, Bruce Grobbelaar as
he's quite hot on statistics.

W Poor old David Myers is at
the sharp end again, with
another hefty fine and ban. It all
seems a bit harsh to me, a four
month sentence or whatever it
was for being unable to tell the
difference between 17.00 hours
and 7.00pm. Or have | got the
wrong end of the stick?

AR
On the subject of drugs testing, |
don't know why they bother with
all those fancy-dan chemical tests
when I'm told that there is a sure
fire way of telling whether a player
has been using steroids. First of
all he grows overnight from an

ia

QO

Brucie...
on the ball!

eleven stone weakling to a
fourteen stone monster, and then,
when he stops taking the
substance he turns into a big tub
of lard as all of the excess muscle
transforms into fat. Or so I'm
told. Mrs Boot has asked whether
this means that | am an ex-steroid
user, but as | pointed out in my
case it was Greenall's Mild and
not muscle which turned into flab!
e
What a cheek! Suggesting that
David Hulme obstructed Shaun
Edwards in the build up to Craig
Makin's try last Saturday. As |
understand it Dave was simply
giving our Shaun a manly hug as
the two Great Britain test stars
forgot about the heat of the battle
for a moment and took time to
share a laugh and a joke about
former glories. At least that's the
way | saw it, unbiased as | am.
€3
You could probably dedicate the
whole of this page to the

David Hulme...
one of many heroes

individual perfomances by the
Widnes team last weekend but
can | simply say that if there was
ever a game that made you feel
extremely proud to be a supporter
of Widnes RLFC, then this was it!
=
Many congratulations to todays
visitors Oldham on reaching the
semifinal against Wigan. |
sincerely hope they take heart
from the Widnes performance and
g0 one better and reach the

famous Twin Towers for the first
time in their history. Taking things
a bit further, how about them
meeting Fev in the final... well |
can dream about it can't I?

e
The nation was all waiting with
bated breath to hear what Denis
Betts had to say about last
Mondays televised draw
then some clown from
“Aunty” pulled the switch
and it was straight over to
Anne Robinson, ironically of
the “Watchdog” programme
to find what she thought of
the draw. Typical
B.B.C..they didn’t even have
the manners to appolgize,

is only Rughy League after
all.

B
| thought that Wigan's Denis
Betts summed up exactly
what most people thought
about the display by the
Black and Whites in last

1996 Gt. BRITAIN SUPPORTERS
TOUR TO AUSTRALIA

* 3 TESTS/2 TESTS

AND STOPOVERS
e CHOICE OF AIRLINES

SEE THE VIDEO

THE BROCHURE FREE

e WIDE CHOICE OF HOLIDAYS IN AUSTRALIA

e SEE ALL TOUR GAMES OR JUST THE TESTS
® FULLY LICENSED AND BONDED

* PRICES FROM £1,495.00

* DONT JUST READ THE BROCHURES,

e SEND NOW FOR DETAILS

THE VIDEO COST £10 (fully refundable on return)
ANOTHER FIRST FROM SJT TRAVEL
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Betts... “Widnes were maghnificent”

WILLIAM BOOT

Saturdays Challenge Cup quarter
final Denis quoted “... Widnes
were magnificent” and if | may
add to that by saying that we
deserved much more. Wigan were
there for the taking, perhaps more
s0 than in any match | have
watched them play this season.

\ A
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THIS WEEKS BIG MATCH IS AVAILABLE ON VIDEO
FROM THE CLUB SHOP PRICED AT £15
Tel: O51 495 2250
Full Broadcast Quality Commentary - Try Replays - Special Effects
MICRON VIDEO PRODUCTIONS
Producers of Corporate, Broadcast and Sell through Video

1st Floor, 130-134 Gidiow Lane, Wigan WNG 7EA. Tel: 0942 321919 Fax 0942 821261

YOU’LL DO A GOOD DEAL BETTER AT

CHURCHILLS

Balfour Street, Runcorn
(Behind Runcorn Station)

Tel: 0928 591566 Open 7 Days RYYAAR

Runcom Ratsay
Saubon

WE ARE HERE
¢ | CHURCHILLS

I

CARLSBERG-TETLEY

Probably
The best lager in the world
Certainly
Britain’s best selling bitter
: Unquestionably
TETLEY WALKER BREWERY DALLAM LANE,WARRINGTON WA2 7NU. TEL: 0925 31231 The finest range of beers and lagers

ACCIDENT? ... NOT YOUR FAULT? ...
... If you have had an accident within the last THREE YEARS ...
... at work - in the car - or elsewhere ...

. and somebody else is to blame...

YOU MAY HAVE A CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION!

Contact POOLE SWALE
Paul McCord, Solicitior yvour local solicitors
Member of the Law Society 4 Lacey Street,
051 495 1234 Widnes.

> McDonnell bouble Glazing
‘ Windows & Doors ¢ Patio Doors ¢ Conservatories

your specialists for uPvc
Hardwood - Softwood - Aluminium - Double Glazed Units

all made to measure

15 Lacey Street, Widnes.
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__THE IRISH INITIATIVE

@ Congratulations go to the Welsh
Rughy League team for their triumph
in the revamped European
Championship, the victories over
England and France more than
justifying their inclusion in the
Halifax Centenary World Cup. The
irony of their victory on a weekend
when their Union counterparts were
made to look decidedly second rate
despite the hype and clamour
surrounding the Five Nations was not
lost.

[here are, however, discernable winds
of change in the air and in the not too
distant future our venture into
European competition may well
demand a share of the headlines the
performances merit. The advent of an
Irish side and the growing clamour for
devolution into a Scottish team is
gathering pace and their calls for
inclusion in the forthcoming emerging
nations Cup may prove to be
increasingly irresistable.

On St Patrick's Day, the
representatives of the Emerald Isle
took a bold and pioneering step into
the international arena with a hugely
significant game in Washington
against the American Eagles. The
clash has generated real interest both
over here, with Radio 5 carrying a
prominent feature, and as importantly
in the States where the game will

become the first of either rugby code
to be screened live.

The venue, the impressive 80,000
capacity RFK Stadium, illustrates the
important attached to the day and the
USA coach, former St George player
David Niu believes that with the
positive advanced publicity generated
the crowd could be a significant one.
The transition of the Irish from a
predominantly student side built
around the Dublin Blues Club, who
performed creditably in their inaugural
World Cup has been
remarkable not least with
the recent huge
Businessmen’s Lunch in
Manchester that raised
funds and backing for the
trip. The reuniting of
backroom team Terry
Flannagan as coach and the
irrepressible Alex Murphy as
advisor looks inspired and
whilst the line up contains
no professionals, established players
such as Joe Lydon, Steve Molloy and
Neil Harmon are eligible. A major
sponsor and development officer are
already in place.

With the Charity Shield also scheduled
for the Dublin Showgrounds in August
there is a real impetus behind the
code at international level and now
not just in the southern hemisphere.

WIDNES R
L]

OUR NEXT HOME GAME
AGAINST HULL
HAS BEEN
BROUGHT FORWARD
TO NEXT FRIDAY,
24th MARCH,
KICK OFF 7.30 PM

WHO AM 1?

Answer... Mick Burke

The former Waterloo RU player
who earned a place in the Widnes

Hall of Fame during his years at
Naughton Park and then went on
to serve the Oldham club with
distinction.

Chartered Quantity Surveyors

Construction Management Contract and Cost Consultants

69 Derby Road, Widnes WA8 9LQ
Telephone: 051 - 423 2343
Fax: 051 - 420 5034

Service to the construction Industry

= Preparation of Estimates * Advice on Contract Particulars
= Establishing “in house” Cost Control Systems

« Measurements and Valuation of Final Accounts

» Contract Management
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AFTER THE MATCH...

Mal Aspey invites all fans to

THE GRIFFIN

Farnworth Street, Widnes
051 423 3920

THE QUEENS ARMS

Open every Sunday 12 - 3
Large range of hot & cold food.Cask Ales.
2 minutes walk from the ground “signposted”
Sunday night Entertainment

Rose Street Widnes 051 495 2228

Call in at the...

APPLETON
ARMS

WIDNES RLFC
SOCIAL CLUB

Chartered Quantity Surveyors

Construction Management Contract and Cost Consultants
69 Derby Road, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 9LQ

Telephone: 051-423 2343

Fax: 051-420 5034

Surveyors to the Public and Private Sector

* Development & Feasability Studies ¢ Project Management
* P{roduction of Tender Documentation

* Cost Planning & Control

* Measurement and Valuation of Final Accounts

CLIFTON OF RUNCORN

TEAM UP WITH EMOSI KOLOTO
¢ NUMBER ONE FOR RENAULT €

RENAULT RENAULT

SURREY STREET GARAGE 1

The George Brothers & Widnes RLFC.

Your Winning Combination Surrey Street Garage

1st for Service & Repairs. MOT’s & Car Hire

Top Quality Used Car Sales. Body & Insurance Work

Petrol & Diesel. Open 6 days a week

SURREY STREET, RUNCORN. TEL: 0928 568026 |

ALLIANCE UPDATE

7y,
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his weekend's fixtures
could prove to be vital to
Widnes' promotion
chances with several of
the chasing pack playing
each other.

Sheffield entertain Hull KR and a
victory for the visitors would leave
the Eagles having lost four matches
but they would also have to lose
their final two fixtures to be on
level terms with Widnes.

Keighley entertain Doncaster, these
sides having lost 5 and 3
respectively. Hopefully a Dons'
victory will put paid to the Cougars'
promotion prospects and with the
proposed Doncaster/Sheffield
merger, Doncaster would also be
out of the running.

With Hull KR favourites for the title,
having only been defeated twice,
the other main rivals are
Workington Town. The Cumbrians
have only lost three matches and
this weekend visit Barrow which
should see them record another
victory.

However, they have also drawn two
games so in effect have lost four.
With four fixtures remaining after
the Barrow match there is still a
possibility that they could slip up.
The above scenario takes for
granted that Widnes win their
remaining fixture which is at home
to Swinton next Saturday, the game
being changed from Friday night
due to the First Team fixture with
Hull FC now being on Sky.

Whilst Widnes have far and away

Ffike

Aiden Halliwell

the best points difference in
the League, a lack of
consistency has been their
downfall. Injuries to key
players have not helped with
Paul Harris, Scott Walker,
Aidan Halliwell and Christian
Tyrer all missing a large
chunk of the season and
Chris Kelly's broken arm
ruling him out of the latter
stage of the season.

Happily, the injury problems
have nearly all cleared up but
if these players had been
available for selection y }
throughout the season there .
is no doubt that Widnes
would have been promotion
certainties. For the
meantime, however, they
must wait and see.

NEXT ALLIANCE

HOME FIXTURE

SATURDAY 25 MARCH 1995 .
versus SWINTON Kick off 2.30 p.m. - W e

ALLIANCE LEAGUE TABLE

Riet M ik v s O R e -DIRE

Sheffield 19E<E1h = 10230 (6920503828 = DA 30
Widnes 2445 =00 6 T8 28T 431 =30
Hull KR 1 S LS ) ey Sl UL R RS e )
Workington 17 12 2 3 406 300 106 26
Leigh 22—l 85 - B = g g 0
Keighley Iy 5= bAg=r 955 - 961¢ 1.3
Batley 18— 11 - —0-—"7=—483== 3 Lo )
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MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIRS & SERVICING TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLE

SUN TUNING & CLUTCHES & BRAKES
CITY & GUILDS and NATIONAL CRAFTSMAN CERTIFICATE

RlAl nAwsoN 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE # FREE ESTIMATES ¢ COMPETITIVE RATES

— EST 1988 —— 6 TRAFALGAR COURT (off Waterloo Road) WIDNES. 0151 495 1644

VICTORIA FINANCE
0925 232570 MORTGAGE BROKERS hEZARELREL

for all your mortgage and financial requirements contact Harry or Shauna

3 GREEN STREET, WARRINGTON, CHESHIRE, WA5 1TW

WS S AR CLEANAWAY LTD

c I- E A N Aw AY Waste Services Division
Sgrvice Centre

ARG e ) W Widnas, Cheshire WAS OTH

Telephone: Widnes (051-424) 5613
Fax No: 051-420 4504

A GKN-Brambles Enterprise

Making the least of waste

WL s i W e e oTBs T e B TRB Fhe e

& MTB WIDNES VAUXHALL

Your Local Vauxhall Dealer for
Sales, Services & Parts
“Once driven, forever smitten”

Ashley Retail Park, Ashley Widnes, 051 420 5544

Chartered Quantity Surveyors

Construction Management Contract and Cost Consultants
69 Derby Road, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 9LQ

Telephone: 051-423 2343

Fax: 051-420 5034

Surveyors to the Public and Private Sector

« Development & Feasability Studies  Project Management

= P{roduction of Tender Documentation
« Cost Planning & Control
» Measurement and Valuation of Final Accounts
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WIDNES RLFC
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ASSOCIATE MATCH SPONSOR

1.J.

DISTRIBUTORS

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSOR

Cheshire Site Preparations
Limited

SITE PREPARATIONS ¢ DEMOLITION « MANPOWER SERVICES
LAND MAINTENANCE ¢ LOW LOADER HIRE

16 K Penketh Business Park, Cleveleys Road, Great Sankey, Warrington WA5 2T
Telephone: 01925 241517 Fax: 01925 241518

MATCH JERSEY SPONSOR

@ BT Rolatruc

Materials Handling Equipment

6 Kingsland Grange, Woolston, Warrington WA1 4RW
Telephone: 01925 817222 Telefax: 01925 825245
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with... Chris Moore

¥ Do we want Rughy League to be
played nationally in every town of
every county or do we just want a
super league of say ten teams who
will contest all of the trophies and
carve everything up hetween them?
These questions form the basis of a
dilemma that faces Rugby League
today, a dilemma of such proportions
that it makes Tolstoi's War and
Peace look like a Mills & Boon
paperback! There has, of course,

really batted an eyelid but it flagged
up a warning that professional Rugby
League is an expensive do. There
are rumours that Brisbane Broncos
are about to pull the proverbial plug
on their London compatriots leaving
them without a stable. Even the
mighty Wigan have been reduced to
including players assets in their
balance sheet, a practice that seems
flawed. If a club goes pop then its
players become free agents!

clubs must show evidence of
commitment to the community, to
the spectators and to the interest of
the game itself. They have managed
to hardness the popularity of the
game and market it in a forceful and
positive way.

“Framing the Future”, the document
prepared by our own RFL has gone
someway down the same road as
the Aussies, setting minimum
standards for the member clubs and
insisting on business plans, etc. My
contention would be that it has not
gone far enough, trying to please all
of the people instead of getting to
grips with the real thorny topics.

The introduction of a salary cap,
however well thought out, is at least

SOUVENIR SHOP

Home and Away Replica Jersey  Sizes: 267/28" and 307/32" ...... £27.99

Mens: S/M/LAXL . ..o ins £35.99
San Siro (Black Leisure Suit) ~ Sizes: 24"/26°/28" .. ........... £43.50

e B o e £46.50

S R e e ey et £55.00

Sizes; 36°/387/407 /427 /44" . . ... £58.00

S o e R A .£62.00
Santos Grey Hooded Sweatshirt Sizes: S/M/L/XL . ... ... ... ... £21.00
Pisa Black Sweatshirt SIZESESIMENE - i S Sty £21.00
Zermat Coat - Jade/White/Black Sizes: S/M/L/XL .. ............. £59.00
Monza Coat - Jade/White/Black Sizes: S/M/L/XL . .............. £56.00
Boston Black Raincoat Sizes: S/M/L/XL ...l £26.49
Chicago Coat - Black/Grey St7es: SIMILIXL .o LT s vias £44.00
Lazio Run Out Tops SIZe8%IUN/3N, 5 2 S £38.99
Lazio Run Out Tops Mens: BizesESIMIIRL o oo lvee it vy £45.99
) K i e oy o 8 NN T ot s ORGP et £18.49
DTS R s G oty = o o s 5 Cae) Suane 1o0s oMo o s £17.50
B o e T T e S e R AR e G e £ At £7.00

Also various items of last years stock still available. NEW! Now available,
numbers for replica jerseys - £3.00 single number - £5.00 double number.

hop.ﬂ

Join the

call into the
Widnes RLFC
Souvenir

souvenir s

been much speculation as to whether | Sois it inevitable then that the pro’ a step in the right directign, let's just Penitl] Caigas o t IR W £1.20  Home Kit Badge. ... ... ... £2.00 Sh 0 aﬂer
the ‘top clubs’ would at some stage game will continue to shrink and hope that the Board of Directors at Printed Searf .. ...uosinns. £3.00 Away Kit Badge .......... £2.00 p
not too far down the track go it on contract rather than flourish and Chapeltown Road continue to make Jacquard Scarf. .. .ouuviins £5.00 Birthday Cards. .......... £0.55
their own. This in theory at any rate | grow? Perhaps not. In Australia the | progess, | want all the existing clubs Baseball Cap . ... ..vveens £6.00 6 x4' Photographs .. ..... £0.80 tOdays game
has yet not materialised (although new expanded national Australian and more to be here come the &/ouch@ Besr .............. 2(1)2(2) ga:mora: gc:yligr?weater. o gggg
i i i | APPINE FAPEr . wuviv v visw v b almoral Polo Shirt. ...... \
the voting structure at Board level league has just got underway. Here bi-centenary Socks (Black). A4S0 At = giiga" \ miicoat redieed o . . #5060 ,
R S S £2.20  First Bite Shell Suit. . . .... £30.00 . v
Shorts (Black) 26" -28" ,...£2.45 Matchwinner Coat (L. only) . £55.00 @ '\
30"-36" ...E3.00 CarSwinger............. £2.50 il
Leather Betts v s it £19:99  CarSUCKer ... \vivlsiateresets wivie £1.00 4
ZIDPUFSE saraaneiansaroiatnra s s 1, R Ty ) o e e £1.50
Manicure Set . v vvvvians £ 30 L SCAT SUOKET /v oot aeds £1.50
was reorganised in their favour). Comb and Case ........... £1.25 SportsBag ............ £12.50
In practise, however, the ‘super BOOKMIARKS ee, s s et em e e £1.00  Matchwinner Sports Bag . .. £10.50
FORKEYIRING 7 v s £1:200  BallS v asien i £9.99

league' is in danger of coming about
by default!

Almost every club in the two
professional divisions is in some
sort of financial strife or other.

Opening Times: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday - 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Also 1st team matches - 2 hours before the match to 1/2 hour after the match
‘A" team matches - 1/2 hour before the match to 1/4 hour after the match

Doncaster are the current headline :- MAIL ORDER 1.
grabbers. The,y have effectively gone ! item(s) Size  Price || R R S !
to the wall owing an alleged 1.4 ! s !
million pounds. No one really A S '
believes that one of the more Hainsisksenniniok il Binsimiisnosmsg 1
established names could ever go the R I
""""""""""""""" Tota R o PRNE civnmiuws
same way, but before .tOO long we ! pgp; Replica Jerseys: £2.00 Leisure Suits: £2.50 . y sy ;
could see some surprises. LRR/TE, N & e '

. I Coats: £3.00 Scarves: £1.00 Small Items: S.A.E.
When Scarborough went out of \h\ L

business some years ago no one

Iﬁi’PY DAYS... *:castel celebrate their promotion to the First Division P B

-
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TAKE A CLOSER

LO0K AT OUR

NEW LINE-UP!

@TOYOTA NEW & USED CARS

o SALES =

SERVICE

e PARTS

e COMMERCIALS

eOVER 200
USED CARS IN
GROUP STOCK

@TOYOTA

We score on
all counts!

051 495 2091

THE CAR IN FRONT IS A CAR FROM

@TOYOTA

Bentleys

OF WIDNES

38 black &
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TANHOUSE LANE,
ASHLEY WAY,
WIDNES.

WIDNES RLFC
seooe ev0coooe

KidsScene

DO OUR KIDS PLAY
T00 MUCH?

This might seem an interesting question
directed at parents, but in this instance we at
Kidscene want to ask YOU, the “Kids” involved
what YOU think. You are the boys who turn out
in all weathers and get shouted at and
screamed at by adults from the touchline, We
want you to read this column and get in touch
with us with

YOUR OPINIONS...

It seems to us that these days, young boys are
asked to play too much rugby. For some boys
| can mean playing and training every day of
the week! A boy could be playing for his
hool, his club, and if he is good enough and

fortunate enough, his town, in addition to all
the training commitments involved. Surely this
15 too much... .but what do you boys think?
Very often the same boys will also be playing
soccer for their school, and cross country,
adding taking away even more “free” time.

Can this be right? What do you boys think?
[here are those people who would say that
nce a boy is chosen for the town team, then
for that season he should only play for his
school and the Town i.e. he would not play for
his club during that season. This would avoid
him being overplayed, and would also benefit
ither boys being given the opportunity to
represent the club. But what do you boys
think?

We at Kidscene very much agree that the boys'
first priority is to play for their school,
Everything else must take second place. We
1150 feel that far too much pressure is being
put on young boys to perform at a consistently
high level at too young an age. What do you
boys think?

50 there you are boys, we want to hear from
you about the above topics. If you write to us
C/0 Naughton Park, perhaps you could
enclose a photo of yourself, and tell us a bit
about yourself, your school, your club.
Perhaps you would also like to tell us your
views about the following:

* Parents, adults shouting at
you from the touchline

o Summer rugby

¢ Girls playing rugby

WRITE TO US NOW!

KIDSCENE PROFILE

Another boy
responding to the
Kidscene
invitation to write
to us is Daniel
Stanley.

“I haven't really
been playing
Rugby League
for long. |
started playing
for Lunts Heath
Lions Under 9s
a couple of
years ago, and [
| hope to carry
on playing for them.
| managed to get into the Widnes Schools
Town team for this season, and it was a big
thing for me to get into the Town Team,
because then | had only been playing rugby for
a season and a half. | am now in my last year
at Farnworth Junior School. We don't play
rugby at school, but | enjoy the sports that we
do play.”

Kidscene wishes Daniel luck as he makes
progress in his rugby career.

CONGRATULATIONS

Well done to the following boys who have
been selected to represent North West
Counties Schools (Lancashire Schools) in
matches against Yorkshire/Humberside:
Owain Brown, Min--Ddol School

Gary Middlehurst, Oakfield School

Philip Wood, Moorfield School

Keiron McKweon, Our Lady's School

Stephen Myler, Our Lady’s School

Adam Flanagan, Ditton County School

SCHOOLS REPORT

The Fixture Secretary of the Junior Schools
League, Mr Frank Leedham, informs us that
the weather has played havoc with the fixtures
since before Christmas, with not many games
being played. However, it does appear that
Ditton County and St John Fisher are still
fighting it out at the top of the league, and
look set for the premiership play-off.

We also hear that St Michael's recently beat
All Saints, but the Interesting thing here is the
work that the All Saints teacher, Wes Gleave
is doing with younger children... in first and
second year juniors. Obviously, this is the
way forward and Kidscene wishes Wes luck in
this venture.

000090000 DPOOODHNEOENNSOSINODESESNDSS

YOUNG BLOOD

The writers of Kidscene get very excited with
each new announcement of young Widnes
boys being “signed on™ by Widnes. We are
sure that it must make the club coaches and
teachers in the town very proud when they
see their “old boys™ making the grade.
Kidscene would also recommend our readers
to get your mums and dads to take you down
to Naughton Park to see the Alliance and

-

Academy sides in action. There you will see
the future success of our club. In the
meantime, how many young players can you
identify from this “old" photograph who are
now with the Widnes Academy Young Bulls?
Answers as always on a postcard/sealed
down envelope to The Editor, ¢/o Naughton
Park. Prizes for the first couple of most
correct answers drawn out of the hat.
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