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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

ROLL OF HONOUR

CHAIRMAN: Jim Quinn

DIRECTORS: John Chadwick, Tom Patterson, Mike Winterbottom

CLUB HONOURS
Augby League Champlonship
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O.R.L.F.C. VICE-PRESIDENTS
SEASON 1993/94

Ronnie Hardaker, Terry Doyle, Alan Butterworth, Mavis Butterworth,
Tommy O'Brien, Major B. Howell, Harry Randall, K. Folks, C. Folks, Ken
Waddington, J. L. Perrins, A. Perrins, Irene Turner, Adamsons Crash Repair
Centre (2), Nigel Tench, Kevin Geany, R. Langton, Rick Coombs (2).

General Manager: T. Donovan

Hon Doctors:

Dr. G. Radcliffe, Dr. D. Atherton

Dental Surgeon: Mr. N. Gibbison
Physiotherapists: Mr. N. Hodgson

Mr. A. Bonnelle (Advisor)

Assistant Physiotherapist:

Mr. J. Watkins

Hon. Freeman: Mr. F. Howarth, B.A.

Club Secretary: Karen Scott

Marketing Executive: lan McMahon

'A' Team Coach: Shane Tupaea

Academy Manager: Jack Buckley

Hon. Consultant

Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr. H. Thompson,
Mr. D. Walker

Hon. Safety Officer: Roger Norris

Official Timekeeper: Mr. J. Roscoe

Club Records:

Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R., September, 1978
Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield,
24th February, 1912

Record Receipts: £37,505.50 v Wigan,

5th October, 1989

Record Transfer Fee Paid: £70,000 to Halifax
for Tony Anderson, March 1990

Record Try Scorer: Ref Farrar, 49 tries,

. 1921-22 season

Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley,

224 goals, 1957-58 season

Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley,

28 points v Liverpool City, April 1959

First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest Number of Points Scored: Bernard Ganley,
2,881

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685

Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jach Hirst, 233

FROM
the

BOARDROOM

by CHAIRMAN JAMES QUINN

Our recent attendances at
Watersheddings have been
disappointing, but a glance
at the gate figures
throughout the game as a
whole have indicated that
we are not alone in finding
it difficult to attract our
supporters in big numbers.

Fans throughout the game
seem to be getting
increasingly choosy. This
must be a cause of concern
for the _game’s
administrators and | feel
sure they will be looking at
what the future might have
in store and what steps can
be taken to get the
turnstiles clicking again.

It would appear that about
four clubs - five at the most
- are going to dominate our

- game for several years to
- come and | often wonder if
~ the game as a whole would

benefit from a more even
spread of resources and

. playing strength to try and

avoid a monopoly of
honours and produce far
more matches which were
less predictable.

Summer rugby is also an
issue that cannot be
ignored. Nobody can
guarantee that a switch of
seasons would do the trick,
but one has to be
sufficiently independent to
hold a view on major topics
within the game and, as you
probably know, it is my view
that summer rugby could be
an answer.

It is all about paying wages,
contracts and bills. Tradition
won't pay bills and keep a
club  financially  viable.
People through the
turnstiles will. Could it be
that a lot more people
would turn out in nice,
pleasant conditions than
have been tempted away
from their firesides in this
long winter we have just
experienced?

At present, a handful of
clubs hold the monopoly
and they have the resources
to sign up the top players,
such as Paul Newlove, who
went from Featherstone to
Bradford Northern. Even a
club like St. Helens found
they could not hold on to

Gary Connolly, when Wigan
put him on their shopping
list.

It has been reported
recently that the Wigan
wage bill for a recent
financial year was £2 million
and that is TWICE as much
as the Oldham clubs total
turnover. That probably
applies also to a lot of clubs
in the First Division.

The question has to be
asked: Are we heading
towards a four-club league?

Maybe, the answer is to
attract a few Jack Walkers
into our game. He has
transformed Blackburn
Rovers, from a modest club
in the First Division of the
Football League, to a
leading  contender for
honours in the Carling
Premiership and there is no
way they could have made
such incredible progress so
quickly without Mr.
Walker’s financial backing.

We need a few Jack Walkers
in Rugby League . . . but
there are not many of them
about.
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Metropolitan Borough [

Tackling the issues...

%

on all fronts!

Employment and economic development,
education, the environment, housing, recreation and
culture, social services, roads and transport plus
a good deal more!

Enquiries about Council services and
policies to the Chief Executive’s Department.
Telephone 061 678 4708

A Watersheddings

FEATHERSTONE R.

Coach Steve Martin has
assembled a strong squad
of players at Post Office
Road as his side seek to
consolidate their position in
the top flight.

One absentee from their
line up however is home-
spun full-back Chris Bibb
who is at present staying
away from Post Office
Road. His place has recently
been filled by half-back
Martin Pearson the sides
goalkicker, who joined the
club five years ago from
Travellers A.R.L. Club. He
has already represented the
G.B. Under-21 side. Wingers
lkram Butt and Owen
Simpson have the pace
and power to worry the
best of defences and
between them, they
registered 51 tries for
Rovers last season. The
former was signed from
Leeds in the 1990 close
season, whilst the latter
came from Keighley three
years ago.

Another former Lawkholme
Lane player Terry
Manning has held down a
regular centre spot since
joining Featherstone over
four years ago and he
registered ten tries out of
his 37 appearances last
season.

His partner in the three
quarters will be former G.B.
Test player Carl Gibson
who toured Down Under in
1988 and 1990.

The ex-Batley and Leeds
centre has played on 11
occasions for G.B., the last
of them being against
France in 1991.

With Pearson taking the
full-back position, the half-
back  combination of
Francis Maloney and
Brett Daunt is that which
helped Rovers beat
Workington Town in the
Divisional Premiership Final
at Old Trafford in May,
when Maloney scored a try
in his sides 20-16 victory.

Maloney began his career
at Leeds but was
transferred to  Rovers
twelve months ago. Aussie
scrum-half Daunt is now in
his second season at Post
Office Road after notching
13 tries from 29
appearances during the
1992-93 campaign.

Former Warrington and

Leeds prop Steve Molloy
will probably be wearing
the number eight jersey. He
has represented G.B. at
both senior and Under-21
level, as well as having
made an appearance for

England. The other prop is
likely to be ex-Oldham
forward Leo Casey who
was a club record signing in
the 1990 close season. At
first he was dogged by
injuries but now seems to
be enjoying his rugby
again. Hooker Richard
Gunn is another former
Headingley favourite who
joined Featherstone in
September 1992, taking
over Trevor Clark’s role.

Second row forward Neil
Roebuck was with
Bradford Northern before
moving to Castleford in
December 1989.

However, he made the
short move to Featherstone
in January 1993 and was a
substitute in Rovers
Divisional Premiership Final
victory at Old Trafford. He
has represented G.B. Under-
21's.

Gary H. Price joined Rovers
this season from Wakefield
Trinity and he has played
for G.B. at both senior and
Under 21 level, whereas his
namesake Gary S. Price
has been at Post Office
Road for over four years
since his move from Leed:s.

Loose forward Brendon
Tuuta is a Kiwi
International who  first
came to prominence with
the 1989 New Zealand
Tourists to this country. He
signed for Featherstone in
1990 and is now in his
fourth season at Post Office
Road.




HOLROYD
Skip Hire Ltd.

DIGGER & TRACKED
MACHINE HIRE

YOUR FIRST CHOICE IN
WASTE REMOVAL
TELEPHCNE:

061-624 1118 OR 061-624 1311

EVENINGS/FAX:

061-624 1171

LITTLE END FARM, MOORSIDE, OLDHAM.

Roughy ‘eds Recalled

WE'VE CURED HEADACHES
FOR THE ROUGHYEDS

e Manufacturers of upholstery
fillings for over a century, Platt &
Hill make foam and fibre fillings
of the highest quality right here
in Oldham.

So reliable are our products,
that Oldham RLFC have selected
them to cushion the uprights of
their goal posts.

In a way, you see, we've
prevented headaches all round!

PLATT & HILL
. FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS

L * . FIBRE FILLINGS DIVISION
,< AR _,/; _ Belgrave Mill, Keswick Avenue
F=~ ZOldham, Lancs OL8 2LZ
Tel: 061-626 4638.Telex: 669550
Fax: 061-627 3265

Originally from Irlam O'th
Heights, in Manchester, Syd
joined Oldham just after the
First World War and made
his first team debut at
Rochdale on 22nd March,
1919.

Best remembered as a
winger, he also was very
effective in the centre
position and turned in a
storming performance in
the 1925 Cup Final, when
playing centre to Joe Corsi.

Syd became a great
favourite of the
Watersheddings fans, as the
team became the Cup
specialists of the mid 1920's
and was one of four
Oldham players selected for
the 1924 Tour to Australia
and New Zealand. He played
in all six tests on the tour,
scoring a try in the first
against Australia in Sydney
and another in the second
against New Zealand in
Wellington.

No. 24 SYD RIX

Also a try scorer in the 1927
Cup Final victory over
Swinton, he topped the tries
in a season list for Oldham
on two occasions in 1922-23
and 1929-30.

By the time Syd played his
last match for Oldham on
26th March, 1932, again
against Rochdale, he had

No. 25
GEOFF

ROBINSON

A member of the
formidable ~ Whitehaven
“pack” in the late 1950's,
Geoff signed for Oldham
on 12th August, 1959,
making his debut three
days later in the 27-12
victory over Leeds at
Watersheddings.

A second row or loose
forward, Geoff played for
Oldham for six years before

he was transferred to
Warrington.
During his spell

at  Watersheddings, he

made 330 first class
appearances for the
"Roughyeds"”, scoring 155
tries and four goals.
Awarded the club captaincy
in the late 1920's, there can
be no doubt that SYD RIX
was one of the finest three-
quarters ever to play for
Oldham R.L.F.C.

notched up 174 senior
appearances and scored 19
tries, of which the most
famous, by far, was his
touchdown in extra time, in
the first replay of the 1964
Challenge Cup semi-final
against Hull K.R. This try
looked to have put Oldham
on the path to Wembley,
but unfortunately for Geoff
and Oldham the match was
abandoned soon after his
try, because of failing light.




Healthier.
Fitter.

Seton Healthcare Group plc, an established and
growing force in the healthcare, sport and leisure
markets, has an outstanding track record.

A policy of continual reinvestment and
acquisition to develop and expand the product
portfolio has ensured healthy sustained and
profitable growth, making the Group fitter
than ever for the challenges of the future.

& Seton
S Healthcare Group plc

SETON HEALTHCARE GROUP pl¢, TUBITON HOUSE, OLDHAM OL1 3HS, ENGLAND.
TELEPHONE: 061-652 2222, TELEX: 669956 (SETON G). FAX: 061-626 9090
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ACTION GALLERY

EVENING CHRONICLE
Oldham born and read

ACTION GALLERY No. 13 (Jack Read & Fred Ashworth)

Two of Oldham R.L.F.C.’s greatest clubmen, Jack Read (extreme left) and Fred Ashworth
(extreme right) are captured in action against the Kiwis on October 23rd, 1926. Between
1926 and 1939 Jack and Fred notched up over 800 senior appearances for Oldham. In the
centre of the image are two more members of the formidable Oldham “pack” of the
1920's; Ambrose Baker and Albert Brough.

Action Gallery

To coincide with their return to the First Division of the Rugby League, Oldham R.L.F.C. are introducing this
special new feature into the matchday progamme for the the 1993-94 season.

The ACTION GALLERY is a set of excellent water colour paintings, that depict some of the star
players and dramatic moments in the club’s history on the field of play.

With the centenary of the Rugby League now just two years away the ACTION GALLERY will
cover the full time-span of almost 100 years of professional Rugby League in Oldham, from the early days of
the “Northern Union” right up to the intense, high pressure atmosphere of the game in the 1990°s.

The team that dominated the R.L. Championship in the 1906-1911 era; the cup specialists of the
mid 1920's; the “great” entertaining team of the late 50's, all of these are sure to feature in this unique
series which is a must for collectors of Oldham and Rugby League memorabillia in general.

FULL COLOUR copies (size 11"/, “x 8") are to be made available and will come complete with a
detailed narrative giving particulars of the player or incident depicted in the painting. The copies will cost
£3.20 each (add 80p if requiring the copies to be sent by post) and can be obtained from Mr M. Turner, 158
Balfour Street, Oldham, OL4 1NS.

Please note that the ACTION GALLERY series are not fabricated images and have all been painted
from actual photographs.

A limited number will be available in the club shop for 30 minutes after the match.




OLDHAM R.L. SOCIAL CLUB

NEIL
GIBBISON

B.D.S., V.U Manc.

DENTAL
SURGEON

36 Oldham Road

SHEDDINGS

Tel: 061-624 0368

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

EVERY Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday
Last Orders 1.30a.m.

Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HV FUNCTION ROOM .
always available |
ISephone: - FREE to O.R.L.F.C. |
0457 872108 shareholders
Ring for details

WRIGLEY CLAYDON = 17
& ARMSTRONG — Solicitors

PRUDENTIAL BUILDINGS, UNION STREET,

\VlL‘
OLDHAM, 624 6811 SONS -

TROPHIES

ST

From full league orders 1o one-off '
peeces, with probably the largest
selection in the disirict were sure
10 supply exactly what you need.
Fast, effcunt senvice, afiractve dscounts
Professional help and guidance
always avalable and
superd engraving
service

We offer a full range | |
of Legal and
Financial Services
(some may qualify
for Legal Aid)

% and at 12 ROCHDALE ROAD, SHAW,

Lo Ald 0706 840121

Licensed Credit Brokers and regulated by the Law Society in
the conduct of investment business

191 Lees Road, Oidham, Lancs.
Telephone: 061-624 6372

| was very pleased with our
preparation in the week lead-
ing up to our semi-final in the
Youngers Alliance Challenge
Cup against Hull K.R. and in
front of a very good crowd,
who gave the lads plenty of
encouragement, we went on to
record a very resounding 44-6
victory, which put us into our
third knock-out final of what
has become a remarkable sea-
son.

| went to Salford the following
Monday to run the rule over
the Salford-Warrington semi,
which resulted in a narrow
Salford victory and | am glad to
report we won the toss for the
right to stage the final at
Watersheddings, on a date still
to be announced. But before
the final we have more impor-
tant League games to play,
starting last Friday at
Huddersfield, as we go for our
ultimate goal of the Youngers
Alliance Second Division
Championship which will give
our younger players better com-
petition next year as they play
the top Alliance sides, week in
week out.

Markers Work,
Shane

This page is sponsored by BILL and BRENDA ROGERS

YOUNGERS ALLIANCE SECOND DIVISION
FIXTURES SEASON 1993/94
AUGUST

Saturday 28th  Workington H (W) 44-16
SEPTEMBER
Saturday 4th  Rochdale A W 30-18
Thursday 9th Hull K.R. H (W) 32-12
Thursday 16th  Hunslet A W 29-18
Saturday 25th  Doncaster A (W) 36-16
OCTOBER
Saturday 2nd  \Woiingon H (W) 3810
Thursday  7th Leigh H (W) 26-24
Saturday 23rd o MM A (W) 262
Saturday 30th  Swinton A (W 28-2
NOVEMBER
Wednesday3rd  \orrimion H (W) 12-6
Saturday  6th London H (W) 64-30
Saturday 13th MR A (W) 16-6
Thursday 18th  sepial, A (W) 3220
Saturday 27th  [oungers ASOC W) 3610
DECEMBER
Wednesday 1st Huddersfield H (W) 48-2
Saturday 4th Lei?h A (W) 39-16
Monday 20th  fomca™ A W) 3210
Wednesday 22nd  Carlisle H
JANUARY
Friday 7th Youngers ACC - Round 1
Friday 14th  Huddersfield A
Saturday 22nd  Barrow A (W) 48-14
Friday  28th  godfonin ™A (W) 2725
FEBRUARY
Saturday Sth  feme.ien A (W) 20-14
Thursday 10th  Keighley H (W) 26-12
Friday 18th  Featherstone Y ACC-Rd 3(W) 46-4
Monday  21st  Sheffield A (W 14-6
Saturday 26th  Carlisle A (W 4416
MARCH
Saturday  5th London A (W 94-6
Friday 11th  Youngers ACC - Semi-final

Hull K.R (W) 44-6
Thursday 17th  Swinton H
APRIL
Saturday 2nd  Barrow H
Tuesday  Sth Dewsbury H
Friday 8th Carlisle H
Thursday  14/15th Youngers ACC - Final

Salford

(AL1)




ACTION EXTRA ...

another

sortie, as
workaholics
Shane &
Clarky as

ever near

. Who won the Lance Todd Trophy in 1953? 7. Who holds the tries in a season record for Hull?

. Which team play at The Willows?

. Who captained the 1932 Great Britain touring
team to Australia and New Zealand?

. Who was the first Oldham player to kick over 9. In which season did the Rugby League operate
100 goals in a season? a bottom 14 competition?

. Which team have official colours of myrtle, 10. Who was the first Great Britain player to

white and flame? make three tours to Australia and New
. Who is the only Keighley player to play for Zealand?

Great Britain?

8. Who were the first team to win the Lancashire
Cup in successive seasons?

i

This page is sponsored by TANFIELD LTD, Towbar and Trailer Centre,
Chamber Rd., Oldham. Tel: 061-633 4872

THE MAJOR SPONSOR OF RUGBY LEAGUE.




For Vauxhall,
‘we’re in a different

FOR THE VERY BEST IN
NEW & USED CAR SALES,
PARTS AND SERVICE

NMEWCAR PROMISE

QUIBBY £
UNLIMITED g o ANGE PLAN

DOW ETcrvG
" REPLACEMENT
- ASSISTANCE covgg ~T

GEMENT SERyicp
VEHICLES

SECURITY
STOLEN vEw;c,

ACCIDENT

kywweay|

BROADWAY, CHADDERTON, OLDHAM
TEL: 061 688 7331

LOAN

commercial corner

Time never stands still here at Oldham,
already plans are afoot for next season.

The two most likely to create discussion
amongst the Older element of our supporters
are:

PENNY RUSH

In a return to the halcyon days of rugby here
at Watersheddings, we are re-introducing the
“Penny Rush” standing area for school
children. The whole of the Hutchins Stand
will be a Family Enclosure, with the standing
area for the children only.

As suggested in the title, entry for children
will be just “One Penny”.

COMPETITION TO RE-NAME OLDHAM
RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB

Maybe, not as radical as the Competition
Title suggests.

Chicago have the “Bears” and the “Bulls”,
Washington have the “Redskins”, Brisbane
the “Broncos”, Canterbury the “Bulldogs”.
New franchises in the Winfield Cup have also
named themselves Auckland “Warriors" and
the Western “Reds".

What we want to do is give ourselves a name
that we can market to the youngsters in and
around the surrounding area. In these
modern times we have to compete with
American Football, W.W.F. Wrestling etc.
Here at Oldham we have decided to take the
initiative and in a bid to develop the game.
What you will see next season is a whole
different concept. We will make a day at
Oldham a day to remember.

THE COMPETITION IS QUITE SIMPLE: GIVE
OLDHAM RUGBY CLUB A NEW NAME.

All names will be considered, it does not have
to be an animal, it can be anything. If you
can, try and design a new logo for the club to
go with your new name.

The winning entrant will win a replica shirt
and also two season tickets for next season,
to witness the New Era.

Send your entry to: lan McMahon, Oldham
R.L.F.C., The Pavilion, Watersheddings,
Oldham OL4 2PB.

Alternatively, hand them in at the Club Shop.

Closing date is 17th April.

BIG LEAGUE CASH BONANZA

WEEK No. 11
£1000 WINNER
Winner: H2949 COLIN DAWSON
Agent: T. Givvons

MONDAY £100
TUESDAY £100
WEDNESDAY £100
THURSDAY  £100
FRIDAY £100

Winner: A7240 S. Howard
Winner: H8568 F. Howarth
Winner: F6374 P. Ford
Winner: AS046 Frank Clarke
Winner: C2538 Carol Waite

Agent: E. Whalley
Agent: Bankers Order
Agent: Bankers Order
Agent: Frank Warrens
Agent: Marshalls News

AGENTS FREE WEEKLY DRAW FOR £50 135 Britannia




OLDHAM TO MEET
FEATHERSTONE ROVERS

Featherstone visit
Watersheddings today and there will
be plenty of local interest in their team
as provided by Leo Casey, Steve Molloy,
Matt Calland and last but not least Iva

Ropati.

Rovers

The Kiwi had a successful spell with
Oldham and helped the club to win
promotion last season. So on his return
to Watersheddings wearing the
Featherstone colours he will no doubt
be out to impress.

Calland, Molloy and Casey are all local
lads and well known rugby personali-
ties in Oldham.

Indeed Casey is still Oldham’s record
transfer, his move to Post Office Road
three years ago costing Rovers a fee of
£100,000.

OLDHAM ‘A’ SWEEP
THE BOARD

Oldham's ‘A’ team still remain unbeat-

SUNDAY, 27t

Al =13
h MARCH, 1994

L OLDHAM Team Changes

Wally Gibson
Scott Ranson
Shaun Irwin
Darren Abram
David Jones

Glen Liddiard
Martin Crompton
lan Sherratt
David Stephenson
Andy Goodway
Shane Tupaea
Bob Lindner
Mike Kuiti

Paul Topping
Nigel Heslop

“;P'j' fi.'z'..l::i"";:‘-_ 4!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

AR A

SPONSORED BY

Welcome Financial
Services Ltd.

J. M. &J. B, SMITH

The Friendship Inn,
Lees Road, Salem

Green Ash Hotel

SHEILA & DENNIS COUPE

SPECSAVERS

Welcome Financial
Services Ltd.
ALEX HAMMOND

Carl Gibson
Ilkram Butt
Terry Manning
Ilva Ropati
Chris Bibb
Martin Pearson
Brett Daunt
Steve Molloy
Graham Southernwood
Leo Casey
Richard Gunn
Gary H. Price
Brendon Tuuta
Matt Calland
Neil Roebuck

ORHNMNPEWN -

Why not sponsor the player of your choice - call on

|| Judy Campbell 061-624 4865.
PENALTIES
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FEATHERSTONE Team Changes|.

en this season after 26 matches in cup
and league, so full marks to coach
Shane Tupaea, the boys and all con-
cerned for the big effort.

Having already lifted the Youngers
Alliance Second Division Cup and the
Lancashire Shield, the Watersheddings
Reserves are well on course for a
record breaking four trophy haul.

They are red hot favourites to win the
Youngers Alliance Second Division
Championship, in which they com-
mand a six point lead at the top and
are through to the final of the
Yorkshire Alliance Challenge Cup in
which they will meet Salford at home
in April.

SPENCE
(David and Pauline)
Happy Anniversary

Dave on our

)
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Silver Wedding.
Hope today’s a winner |
like you, :
Love, Pauline
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A family business that looks after

OGDEN yourfcmily'/'s needs. ..
8 BEE
FAMILY

PA RTI N GTO N F I N A N C E SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP SEMI-FINAL, CENTRAL PARK, WIGAN
3 LEEDS v. ST. HELENS, SATURDAY, 26th MARCH, 1994 ’“EV'°UEECE':)’;LLE:GE CI‘_’E"N':'EE“"GS
CERTIFIED If you require credit for ; . . ) e
Household Goods eenager Francis Cummins could be in Ime_ to — St Fieh & >
i : become the youngest-ever player to appear in a @ t. Helens s
ACCOUNTANT L COfPeTS Challenge Cup Final at Wembley, if Leeds beat St. 1929-30 (2) Leeds 5 St Helens 18
‘ FUf”"foe Helens - by one day. 1970-71 (2) Leeds 4 St Helens 0
& & e TV's . Cummins, who has played on the left wing in the 1971-72 (F) St.Helens 16 Leeds 13
« Car repairs etc. three previous rounds, was born on 12th October, | (At Wembley)
1976. That would make him 7 years and 200 days on 3
D. 1. TAYLOR. EC.CA JUST CALL IN AT THE the day of the final, 30th April ke M a2
ool TR EINET BEE Shaun Edwards, born on 17th October, 1966, was 1977-78 () i 18 St Helens 12
i one day older when he was at full-back in Wigan's § i
e 15 Queen Street A defeat by Widnes at Wembley on 5th May, 1984. (Atembiey
= Oldham OL1 1RD FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE Edwards is now set to make a record-breaking ninth | 198283 (2) Leeds 13 St. Helens 23
« We can also arrange credit facilities AR CAmREC e yo, 1991-92 ) Leeds 12 St.Helens 32

Cummins was still 16 when he made his first team

| for leading fashion shops in Oldham

Telephone: 061-624 1177

g

| and Manchester

T YO

Colin Morris

(HUDDERSFIELD)

Date of Birth
11.3.57
Grade One:
1989-90

debut as a substitute on 19th September this season,
scoring two tries in the 42-6 home League defeat of
Hull Kingston Rovers.

He made one other sub appearance before his full
debut as a winger, scoring a try in the 27-18 home
League defeat of Leigh on 21st November.

Cummins has now made 17 appearances, including
two as substitute, and scored 11 tries plus a goal.
Five of his full appearances have been at centre and
10 on the wing.

The birth dates of other 17-year-olds in Leeds
possible Cup Squad are: Paul Cook (23rd July, 1976)
and Marcus Vassilakopoulos (19th September, 1976).
Eighteen-year-old regular Graham Holroyd was born
on 25th October, 1975.

Leeds are aiming for their first Wembley Final since
beating St. Helens 14-12 in 1978. Since then they
have been beaten in four semi-finals, including last
year against Widnes.

They have appeared in 14 Finals and won 10. Their
record includes five wins in eight Wembley
appearances.

St. Helens last semi-final was in 1991, when they
went on to lose to Wigan in the Final.

They have appeared in 13 Finals and won five, their
last victory being in 1976 against Widnes. All five
wins were at Wembley, where they have lost six
times.
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SRL PREMIERSHIP FINAL

The Student Rugby League's regular season reaches a climax (8§
on Wednesday, 23rd March, at Tattersfield, Doncaster, when |
Cardiff Institute meet Leeds Metropolitan University in the
SRL Premiership Final (kick-off 7.30 p.m.).

Cardiff will be defending the title they won last year, by
beating Chester College 36-18 at Knowsley Road, St. Helens.
Their success has continued unabated this season, as they
have claimed the Inaugural SRL Division One South
Championship and won through to the SRL Cup Final for a
fourth consecutive year. Coached by the Rugby Football
League's Welsh Development Officer, Mark Isherwood, and
bolstered by the arrival of former dual Welsh International
Rob Ackerman, they were also the first student side to
appear in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup, when they lost in the
first round at Milford by 18-8.

Leeds Metropolitan University last appeared in the
Premiership Final in 1992, when they beat Loughborough at
Wilderspool, Warrington. This season has seen them return
to former glories by winning the Inaugural SRL Division One
North title - making this Premiership Final a real battle of
the champions. With BARLA Internationals Mick Hill and
John Fairhurst in their back row, and Keighley Cougars Andy
Hinchcliffe and Oldham's Hugh Gumbs in the backs, Leeds
look more than capable of posing Cardiff a genuine test.

The delayed UKC SRUUAU Cup Final between Cardiff I. and
Salford U. will now take place at The Willows, Salford, on
Wednesday, 4th May. Before that, the SRL will launch the
first four-nation British Championship in South Wales from
10th-17th April, with matches to be played at the Morfa
Stadium, Swansea, Neath R.F.C. and Aberavon R.F.C.




TODAY'S SPONSORS
EXECUTIVE MATCH SPONSOR
O.M.B.C. LEISURE SERVICES

EXECUTIVE GUEST SPONSOR
HYDE PRECISION

MATCHBALL SPONSOR
DEREK ANTHONY LTD

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSOR
NEIL GIBBISON DENTAL SURGEON

with ROGER HALSTEAD

An extract from Roger Halstead'’s match report in the Oldham
Evening Chronicle of November 8th, 1993.

FEATHERSTONE 30, OLDHAM 24
Oldham played their hearts out at
Featherstone yesterday to compensate for
the 25th minute dismissal of prop Barrie
McDermott, but in the end the handicap
proved too much,

McDermott, playing his first senior game of
the season, was penalised for a high tackle in
the 20th minute and sent off five minutes
later for a similar offence on Gary H. Price.
Price, the former Wakefield forward who
almost joined Oldham at the start of the sea-
son was carried off on a stretcher and taken
to hospital with concussion and a suspected
jaw injury.

Oldham were 12-6 down at the time. They
quickly conceded two more tries - one of
them a gift - to trail 20-6 before starting a
fightback which left Rovers clinging on des-
perately in the last few minutes.

From a point just before half-time when
Wally Gibson scored in the corner and Paul
Topping goaled off the touchline, Oldham
scored 18 points to the home sides 10 despite
playing with only 12 men.

The question on everyone's lips was: could
Oldham have won had McDernott stayed on
the field?

“I cost the lads the game,” said McDermott
afterwards, "but | must be the unluckiest
player in Rugby League.

“I wasn't angry or growling. | was cool and
composed and | thought | was playing well
up to that point.

"I saw a Wakefield forward come strongly
from behind Leo Casey and | went in to tack-
le him hard.

“I suppose | must have hurt him because he
was carried off on a stretcher, but | didn‘t
mean to tackle him illegally or anything like
that. | just saw him coming and threw myself
into the tackle.”

Oldham coach Peter Tunks and chairman Jim
Quinn preferred not to comment straight
after the match and that was wise because it
was practically impossible from their vantage
point - and mine - to see exactly what went
on at close quarters in the tackle that sent
Price to hospital.

Widnes referee David Campbell confirmed
that McDermott was sent off for a high chal-
lenge

And a fair and honest view from the
Featherstone camp was provided by one of
McDermott’s rival props, man of the match
Steve Molloy.

Nobody seemed to know what caused the
damage - head, shoulder, forearm or elbow

Said Molloy: “The referee had no option
but to send Barrie. off because he had
spoken to him earlier and the rules of the
game demand a clamp-down on head
tackles these days.

“He had to go, but in my opinion ten
minutes in the sin-bin to enable him to
cool down might have been enough.

“He tends to lead with the elbow and

if he isn’t careful he is going to get a
reputation for himself and then
referees will really cane him

“As far as | was concerned, his dis-
missal spoiled the game and it was a pity for
him as well as for Oldham because he was
probably their best forward up to that point
“After saying all that, he did take Gary Price
out of the game, so there will always be an
argument that he had to go, too

Oldham will want to study the videc re-run
of the incident before issuing any state-
ments.

Molloy admitted that Rovers hriew they were
in danger of letting Oldham snatch a draw in
the dying minutes

"We were our own worst enemies” he
added, “but all credit to Oldham When we
led 24-14 and turned the screw to force them
into three drop-outs from under their sticks
we thought that would kill them off

"They soaked up 24 tackles on their own line
with a man short and then hit us hard with
two late tries. It was unbelievable ”

In fact, Oldham were camped out on the
Rovers line in a thrilling finish and it needed
a strange penalty against Tiny Solomona to
take off the pressure.

The Kiwi came off the bench to replace Craig
Richards after 24 minutes and played a major
role in the fightback despite his appearance
for New Zealand the day before

He was stopped only a few yards from the
Rovers line and straight in front of the posts
as Oldham went all out for the equalising
points, but the referee penalised him, claim-
ing he was holding down a defender on top
of him in pursuit of a penalty to Oldham
Neither camp was happy, with the perfor-
mance of referee Campbell, who did not give
one of his better displays

A blatant forward pass led directly to the
first Featherstone try by Pearson.

Similarly, Featherstone felt several decisions
kept Oldham in the game

Oldham made a great start

when Andy Goodway scored by the posts in
the seventh minute, from a Steve Kerry
bomb, but the game threatened to run away
from them in the next half hour

Pearson, Butt, Simpson and Manning crossed
for Rovers tries, McDermott was sent off and
his fellow prop Richards was pulled off and
substituted by Solomona in a disastrous
opening for the new-look front-row.

The Manning try was a gift. Oldham winger
David Jones failed to clear a kick by Daunt on
his own line and Manning was left with the
formality of touching down

His confidence affected, Jones similarly
slipped up in the dying seconds of the half,
but the hooter came to the rescue.

Luckily for Oldham, Pearson was off form
with his goalkicking, with the result that
Oldham were only 20-14 down when Kerry,
Irwin and Topping sent in Gibson and
Topping added two goals.

Intense Rovers pressure produced further
tries for the dangerous Butt and Pearson, but
never-say-die Oldham responded with a
Clarke try from dummy half, a Topping goal,
and a brilliant individual effort by Irwin.

The tormer Castleford centre crashed
through two tackles and sped off to the cor-
rer 1o score the try that cut the home lead to
SIX points

Molloy and Casey gave Rovers a crucial
advantage in the front-row, as feared, while
Daunt played well at scrum-half, Butt, on the
wing, was almost unstoppable at times and
Tuuta had an excellent game at loose-
forward.

Rovers controlled the ball brilliantly, hardly
making a mistake, but Oldham refused to lie
down and were worth a draw, considering
how close they came to it while a man short
for nearly an hour
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with Manager
JACK BUCKLEY

Unfortunately, our participation
in the Academy Cup is at an end
for this season. Last week we
came unstuck in the mud at
Knowsley Road against a very
powerful St. Helens side who
are unbeaten at home this
term.

Although we competed well in
the second half, we had no
answer to the sheer power of
their massive ' forwards.
Certainly the age gap was
apparent, and the Saints

coaching staff had done their
homework on our danger men.

There were however some
outstanding performances from
several Oldham players,
especially Richard Badby, Mike
Prescott and man of the match
Jody Moran.

We badly missed the services of
Alfie Golbourne on the night
due to him being involved in a
car crash. On behalf of
everybody connected with
Oldham Academy we wish both
Alfie and his mother a speedy
recovery.

The Second Division
Championship is now the target
and by the time you read this
we should have played Hunslet
at home and Barrow away to
add another four points to our
tally. We need Featherstone

Rovers to slip up in one of their
games to keep us in control of
our own destiny, whilst at the
same time maintaining our own
winning ways. We need your
help for the final push, as your
support is much appreciated by
the team.

There is a double header on the
cards next Saturday at
Watersheddings when the
Academy and Alliance teams
take on Barrow at their
respective levels.

P.S. One of the psychic members
of the Academy squad has had
a vision that teams in red and
white will win todays game at
Watersheddings and Good
Fridays game at
Watersheddings. It might be
worth risking a few bob on a
double.
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" DEVELOPING
SCENE

with

Development
Officer
NIEL WOOD

Today should be hectic
and exciting with a fine
match in prospect and
over 1,600 school pupils
on hand to watch and,
I'm sure, make a lot of
noise.

Welcome to all of those

e T

and | hope you have an
enjoyable day with the
right result and that you
come back soon.

Todays curtain raisers
are Alexandra Park,
Wennett, Westwood
and Eustace St. Schools.
I'm sure they will have a
good day.

Anyone wishing to take

their Bronze Lions
Award should go to
Hathershaw Sports

Centre tomorrow from
10.00 a.m. until 3.00

p.m. The cost of the
course is £5.00.

Finally bookings for the
Wembley trip to see
Great Britain playing
Australia next October
are over 300 but we are
a long way short of the
1,000 we aimed for. Of
those bookings however
less than 200 are from
children. Bookings are
now closed but anyone
wishing to organise their
own trip may wish to
contact me on 627 4497.

Oldham Rugby League Development is sponsored by P. CASEY & COMPANY and SPORTSMATCH
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QUOTE - UNQUOTE

'\ 4 LOANS

Improvements
Phone: 061-476 1024 or

£200 - £10,000
Welcome

New Car; Holiday, Home

061-476-0629

Loans subject to status
Written quotations available on request

Financial Services Ltd

LIVE... and OFFICIAL!

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE RUGBY LEAGUER

OLDHAM

a _»
Clubcall

24 hr news/interviews &
live match coverage

5', 0891 12 15 80

089112 15 80

The Big League.

Live only on Sky Sports.

LIVE GAMES EVERY FRIDAY 7PM.
BIG LEAGUE MATCH OF THE DAY EVERY SUNDAY AT 7PM.
PLUS BOOTS 'N' ALL EVERY THURSDAY AT 7PM.

FIRST CHOICE FOR SPORTS.
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by Michael Turner

Today we welcome our
West Yorkshire visitors
from the mining village
of Featherstone.

Rovers joined the Rugby
League for the 1921-22
season, registering a
17-3 victory in their first-
ever senior match at
Bradford on 27th
August, 1921.

Featherstone's first visit

. to Watersheddings was
on 18th February, 1922.

Oldham won the game
28-5 and went on to
complete the double
with a 3-0 victory at Post
Office Road on 15th
March, when Widnes-
born winger Jim Finnerty
touched down for the
only score of the match.

After only a few years in
the  Senior League,
Rovers fought their way
through to the 1928
Championship Final, los-
ing to Swinton 11-0 at
Watersheddings, the

only time the
Championship  decider
was ever played in

Oldham.

There have been many
dour struggles between
the "Roughyeds" and
Featherstone over the
years. A Second Round
Challenge Cup tie in
1964 immediately
springs to mind, when a
late try by hooker Len
Mcintyre gave Oldham a
9-7 victory.

There can be no doubt
that the most famous
and dramatic en-
counter between the
two clubs was the 1988
Second Division Pre-
miership Final at Old
Trafford, when Rovers

Oldham v Featherstone. February 29th, 1964.

staged one of the most
courageous fight-backs
in Rugby League history
to recover from being
22-0 down to actually
lead the game by 26
points to 22, with only a
few minutes to go.
However, Oldham
produced one last big
effort and Mike Ford,
Des Foy and Gary
Warnecke worked a fine
move to send Kevin
Meadows scrambling
under the posts. Charlie
McAlister's nervous
conversion scraped over
the bar and the trophy
was on its way to
Watersheddings, the
final score being 28
points to 26 in Oldham's
favour.

Courtesy of the Oldham Chronicle
Oldham wingman, Trevor Simms, is hauled down within
sight of the line after a great touch-line run.
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GLYN FORD,

Didham's Euro-MP
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46 Stamford Road,
Mossley, Lancashire
OL5 OBE
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0457 83 6276
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SKIPPER'S
SPOT

With Oldham Captain
BOBBY LINDNER

Welcome to
Featherstone Rovers
for today's Stones
Bitter Premiership
game. Coach Steve
Martin will have a
well-prepared, well-
organised squad
available today.
Amongst his squad
will be such players
at Matt Calland, Leo
Casey and Steve
Molloy, who will be
well-known to
many of the
Oldham spectators
and keen to do well

Last weeks game
against Wakefield
was a heart-stopper
for the fans but not
great from a player
or coaches point of
view. | think you will
agree that we
played some good
football and
deserved our big
lead. The disap-
pointment was in
allowing Wakefield
back into the game.
We will be working
very hard to ensure
that there are no

As we approach the
business end of the
season, | am confi-
dent that the whole
club is in the correct
frame of mind to

achieve success.

| believe we will be
playing in front of a
big crowd from the
local schools today.
Welcome to all of
them. | hope we
produce the perfor-
mance that will
attract you back.

MATGHWINNER

E today. repeats. Enjoy the game.
EE
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CLUB SHOP PRICES

REPLICA SHIRTS HOME AND AWAY (ADULTS) £3299 SEW-ON PATCHES .00

REPLICA SHIATS (CHILDRENS) £2699 CAR ROLLER BLINDS
REPLICA SHORTS (ADULTS) 01250 BATH TOWELS
REPLICA SHORTS (CHILDRENS) £8.50 AUTOGRAPHED RUGBY BALLS £5.00
WOOL SWEATERS £3299 MIXED FIBRE SWEATERS
LONG SLEEVE SWEATSHIRTS £19.50 CHILDRENS T-SHIRTS - 26%, 28", 30°, 32°
SHORT SLEEVE SWEATSHIRTS 18,50 BOXED PENS
POLO SHIRTS €699 HEADBANDS/WRISTBANDS
TSHIRTS 1399 GLOVES
SOFT COLLAR SWEATSHIRTS £17.50 PEN/KEYRING SET
QUARTERED SWEATSHIRTS £17.50 PEN/NOTEBOOKX SET
CREW NECK SWEATSHIRTS (Long Sieeve) £19.50 AUTOGRAP BOOK
CREW NECK SWEATSHIRTS (Short Sleeve) {1850 aBs
HOODED SWEATSHIRTS (ADULT) 1850 BABIES DUNGAREES 612, 12/18, 18724
HOODED SWEATSHIRTS {CHLDRENS) £0aso BABIES SWEATSHIRTS 6/12. 12/18, 1824
ON-TOUR T-SHIRTS £4.00 BABIES HATS
WHITE DRESS SHIRTS (Short Sleeve) (1250 BABIES POTTY
SINGLE DUVET SETS 1500 BABIES DRINKING CUPS
BERMUDA SHORTS 1350 PUMP BAGS
CLUB TIE £9.95 BABIES ALLIN-ONE SUIT
SPORTS BAG €599 COTTON DRILL-TOPS
BSEDROOM BINS £5.00 COTTON DRILL TROUSERS
DESK TIDIES £25 CLOCKS
SOAP/TOOTHERUSH HOLDERS 1050 PENS
SOAP BOX 1050 A PENCIL CASE
SCARVES JACQUARD) £399 TRACKSUIT (ADULT)
MATCHDAY JACKET 449 TRACKSUIT (CHILDRENS)
FLAT CAPS £2,00 MANICURE SET
CIGARETTE LIGHTERS £2.00 BOXER SHORTS
BASEBALL CAPS (349 BOOKMARK
BEANY HATS 200 KEYRING
CAR KIT HANGER (4R ] CAR STICKERS
SUN VISORS 295 COMB IN CASE
BO# HAT (JACQUARD) 0299 CHILDRENS PURSE
MUGS .50 PENSION BOOK HOLDER
METAL BADGES €150 TIOY SET
MONZA JACKETS (ADULT) 5799 HANDYMAN SET
MONZA JACKETS (CHILDREN) 4999 KEY CASE
MONACO JACKETS (ADULTS) 6199
MONACD JACKETS (CHILDREN) 5199
TORINO TOP 3799
*NEW IN STOCK * *NEW IN STOCK* *NEW IN STOCK*
FABULOUS CHILDRENS T-SHIRTS .......... £4.99

*NEW IN STOCK * *NEW IN STOCK* *NEW IN STOCK*
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