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1991 SEMI-FINAL



Wigan have won a record 18 successive Challenge
Cup ties in winning the Trophy for three successive
seasons. The last team to beat them in the Cup were
Oldham, 10-8 at Watersheddings in the first round of
1987

1991 WEMBLEY TICKETS

Apart from the reserved allocation for the two
finalists, the only tickets now available for the 1991
Silk Cut Chal enge Cup Final on 27 April are the £50
Olympic Gallery seats. These offer a panoramic view
with private entrance and facilities. Please forward
order and remittance to: The Ticket Office, 180
Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4HT or telephone
0532-629991 for VisalAccess bookings

1991 SILK CUT PRIZES

This is the second season of Silk Cut's new £900.000
three-year sponsorship of Rugby Leagues most
famous knock out competition, played under the Silk
Cut banner since 1985. The 1991 Wembley victor will
receive a record prize cheque for £32,000.

Of the 1990-91 sponsorship investment of
£300.000, a total of £180.000 will be awarded in prize
money with the remaining £120,000 being deposited
inthe League's Capital Development Fund for ground
improvements. The complete 1991 Silk Cut Challenge
Cup prize structure is

1991 SEMI-FINALISTS

All four 1991 Silk Cut Challenge Cup semi-finalists are
from West of the Pennines for the third successive
season. Yet this all-four feat has been achieved only

once before ina Wembley era - back in 1930. Wigan Round Per Team Total
and St. Helens have been involved each time. The Preliminary 12x2.250 27.000
clubs involved on the other occasions were: First 16%2.250 36.000
N_‘)”- W!gan %l Helens. W!dncs B,‘Jrr(.)w Second 8x3.500 28.000
1989: Wigan. St. Helens, Widnes. Warrington Third 4%5 500 Y9 000

1990: Wigan, St. Helens, Oldham, Warrington - : s
Oldham could become the first team to be Semi-Finals 2x9.000 18,000
LEX MU relegated and play at Wembley in the same season Runners-up 1x17.000 17.000
HE Only two other clubs have been semi-finalists and Winners 1x32.000 32,000

relegated at the same time Leigh 1974 and

HOTTEST COLUMN IN THE GAE

Keighley in 1976. Oldham are also aiming to reach
Wembley for the first time after being beaten in five
semi-finals, including last season

TOTAL PRIZE MONEY 180,000
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND 120,000

GRAND TOTAL £300,000

SILK CUT HEAD TO HEAD
Sy Previous Challenge Cup Meetings

e b OLDHAM v. WIGAN
b’ 1902-03 (2) v Wigan
‘ 1911-12 (2) v Wigan
=" ON RUGBY LEAGUE 9232 (R v Oldha

- 1923-24 (F) v Oldham

1932-33 (2) v Oldham
1935-36 (2) v Wigan
ONI YIN DA 'LY 1936-37 (1 v Wigan
1943-44 (1) v Wigan

v Oldham
TH[ 1954-55 (1) v Wigan
1957-58 (3) v Wigan
1962-63 (3) v Wigan
1969-70 (2) v Wigan

1983-84 (2) v Oldham
1986-87 (1 v Wigan
1988-89 (3) v Wigan




Panasonic’s
programming runs
along different
lines to other videos.

All you have to do for foolproof pro-
gramming is scan this ad.

The Panasonic J35 video recorder comes
complete with a digital scanner and set
of bar codes.

Just run the scanner over the appropri-
ate bar code (for channel, date, start time,
and end time).

Then simply beam in the information.

For more information about the remote
control |35 video recorder pop in and see us.

We’ll give you a few more lines on it.

e -
Panasonic
I''HE STATE OF THE ART

Suppliers of Video Equipment to
The Rugby Football League




Britain's  National
Director of Coaching, has just
returned from his latest spell
assisting with the development of

hil  Larder.

Rugby League in the Soviet Union. He has seen for
himself the difficulties of living in the capital
Moscow and taken a good look at the progress
League had made since its introduction to the
Soviet sports system a year ago. Today in the
latest of the Big Match face-to-face interviews
with Sunday Mirror columnist JOHN HUXLEY he
brings his latest report from Russia.

Q:
A:

>0

How did you enjoy this latest trip?

For a change | stayed with the family of a player
ina Moscow suburb and it was an eye-opening
experience for a westerner. He lives in a small
five-bedroomed flat with his wife and two small
children, his parents and brothers. Food
shortages are worse than in 1945 and the
women have to queue for hours for even the
most basic things like bread and milk
Everything is rationed.

: What progress have they made?
: When | was last over there in Russia | left them

a fitness programme to follow and they have
obviously worked very hard because they have
made leaps and bounds in that department.
They are full-time professional sportsmen and
the results of the tests | made this time were
impressive in comparison with the British
Under-21 team.

We have a discipline known as the VO2
maximum bleep test which is based on short
sprints and seven out of the 32 players | ran
through it were faster than Alan Tait, the best in
the British Test squad. Twelve of them were
faster over a 15 metre sprint than the Great

>0

: Where in the Soviet Union did you work?
: We were based at the national sports centre in

: What is the current state of the game in

: The eight-team professional league is up and

Britain under-21 squad. 13 of them faster over
40 metres and one player was faster than
Martin Offiah over that same 40 metres
Whether he would be on a rugby pitch or not
remains to be seen!

Alushta. It was really the base for the Olympic
style wrestling team and four Olympic gold
medallists were working alongside us during
the whole of my stay. The whole affair is very
spartan by European standards. Although
there were problems with food when we
arrived it was very acceptable although
surprisingly high in fat content considering we
were dealing with professional sportsmen.

The Soviets are very keen on both League
and American Football because they are
professional sports which they can develop
beyond the orders of their own country .. .and
earn money. For example, a Soviet player who
played with an average British Second
Division club could earn enough to buy hisown
flat and some domestic appliances for his
home.

Russia?

running. The playing standard is just as high as
you would imagine for people who have been
playing for just a year. Moscow Magicians and
Tiraspol are the two best sides while Moscow
Spartak are emerging very quickly as the third
best side.

| was working with their national squad but
we were hampered by the fact that seven of
their best players were not available. Three of
them were away playing in France. two were
having trials for the American Football team
and two were injured. And the men who came
into the squad were not as experienced. which
did not help us make a proper assessment
Nevertheless | believe that if the Russians were
to play Papua New Guinea now they would
give them a good run for their money

Q:

A:

>0

Are the Soviet players taking League
seriously?

Before | arrived in the country they had been
taking partin practice sessions on hard-packed
snow. Can you imagine playing full tackle
Rugby League in such conditions. They are so
keen to learn. Clearly to make progress they
must recruit more top class players and the
obvious place to start is with the Rugby Union
playersjust as we did in the old days before our
own junior game was in place,

At the moment League players are paid
more than Union players but an extra 100
roublesa month isn't going to bring that kind of
player to League and we need another
incentive. | believe that incentive is sitting here
in Britain. If we could offer them places with
some of our clubs just for a year it would be not
only a sporting challenge but the chance to
make economic progress in their own lives.
That's something that League can offer them
while Union cannot. It is something we must
take seriously if League is to make real
progress in the Soviet Union.

: How are the clubs developing?
: They are taking their League competition

seriously. | watched a game between the top
two sides Magicians and Tiraspol. who had
four forwards over six foot four inches tall.
Tiraspol had never beaten Magicians and they
were always trying to play open, expansive
football. We changed their tactics so that the

big forwards contained their game in the
middle of the pitch and it worked. They won
their first match against the Moscow side.

The Magicians coach, the former Soviet
Rugby Union national coach, asked me before
| left what he needed to do to make sure that
Tiraspol did not beat them again. | told him
that some of his players were too old and
others disappeared when the going got tough.
By the time | got back this time he had sold
some of his original players and had recruited
two players from the Soviet Rugby Union
international squad and two more from the
American Football squad. It had the effect of
weakening them for the moment while the
new players are taught the basics of the game
but it also helped spread the game because
the displaced players had moved on to
Spartak which, in turn had brought their
standards up.

: What of the future in the Soviet Union?
: While standards of play are still comparatively

low, we have to keep in mind all the time that
they have been playing for just a year, but they
are moving in the right direction

They have three full-time Rugby League
development officers in Moscow — which is
three times as many as in London or Leeds —
and after a year they have 10 comprehensive
schools in Moscow playing Rugby League,
more than an English city like Leeds. These are
exciting times in Russian League.

JONATHAN DAVIES

The column with a kick!

,~"“JOHN HUXLEY 2

4, W|th all the latest news-only i inthe




Wherever
you may wander

here's
like Stones
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MAJOR SPONSOR OF THE RUGBY LEAGUE

E

/

SILK CUT AWARD

Steve Wear (Workington T.)
Simon Knox (Hensingham)
Steve Grimshaw (Leigh East)
Tex Evans (Salford)

Mark Aston (Sheffield E.)
Kevin Ellis (Warrington)

Pat Trainor (Barrow)
lan Wilkinson (Bradford N.)

John Fieldhouse (Oldham)
Shaun Edwards (Wigan)
Tony Miller (Widnes)

Roy Southernwood (Halifax)
Jeff Butterfield (Keighley)
Steve Molloy (Leeds)

Steve Maguire (Whitehaven)
Bob Eccles (Chorley)

Tawera Nikau (Ryedale~ork)
Sonny Whakarau (Batley)
Anthony Farrell (Sheffield E.)
Phil Vievers (St. Helens)

Nigel Bell (Wakefield T)
Colin Armstrong (Workington T.

David Hulme (Widnes)

John Pendlebury (Bradford N).
Peter Bell (Halifax)

Des Drummond (Warrington)
Ellery Hanley (Widnes)

Ged Bryne (Wakefield T.)
Andy Burgess (Salford)

Dean Wilson (Workington T.)

Jonathan Griffiths (St. Helens)
Mike Ford (Oldham)

Esene Faimalo (Widnes)
Andy Gregory (Wigan)




ORDER BY ‘PHONE,

11$ QUICKER 10
YOU KNOW

TWO PINTS OF
STONE§,ELEAS€

The Stones Bitter Premiership
Finals Sunday 12th May 1991

This year it's first come, first
served for tickets for the last major
event of the season: The Stones Bitter
Premiership Finals. And of course the
fastest way to order is by phone.

We accept Visa or Access.
However if you'd rather pay by cheque
or postal order simply send your order
and remittance to the address below.

For your money vyou'll get

Ticketline

0532 629991

9am - 5pm Monday to Friday - If it's busy - keep trying!

a fabulous day out as four teams
battle to reserve their places on the
winners' podium.

Seats cost £15, £12 and £10
(standing tickets are not pre-
bookable). And it's all taking place on
Sunday 12th May at Old Trafford.

So - to make sure you snap up

your tickets before somebody else does

- call ‘ticketline’ now!

If ordering by post make cheques/PO's payable to The Rugby Football League and enclose: name and address: number of £15/€12/€10 tickets required and
a stamped addressed envelope. Post to: Ticket Office, The Rugby Football League. 180 Chapeltown Road. Leeds LS7 4HT.

IAN PROCTOR meets
KELVIN SKERRETT

|
year ago, big Kelvin
Skergett was
wrestling with his
conscience about

whether to stay with Bradford
Northern oraccept the riches - and
stronger guarantee of major honours
that were onoffer from Wigan. “I'm
no pot-hunter’” said Skerrett, “but the
fact that Wigan are permanently in
the honours race obviously swayed
my decision. Every player wants
something to look back on, when his
time is done. | joined Wigan to better
myself as a player. so that | could
press for further international
| honours. Inthe long run, I'msure I'll
emerge asa more consistent player
Skerrett, after serving his
apprenticeship with Hunslet and
developing into Test-class material
alongside Fairbank. Hobbs. Noble
and the rest at Odsal, was a sensation
in the British side which defeated
New Zealand in the 1989 British Coal
series. He also toured with the Lions
last summer but, plagued by

P
/ problems with his
right knee. was
forced to fly 1o Sydney
for an arthoscope. missing
the first leg of the trip
Returning home. he finally
decided tosigna three-year Wigan
contract. Initially, the move acrcssthe
Pennines seemed ill-fated and
Skerrett was a pale shadow of the
man who was such a towering figure
for Bradford. The Championslost to
Widnesin the CIS Insurance Charity
Shield and again in the Lancashire
Cup, while league form was unusually
erratic Then. the extent of Skerrett's
problem was diagnosed
suffering from asthma

he was

O | -
I t came as a stunning blow
to hear that and for a while |
wondered whether | had any sort of
playing career left. When that
thought was dismisseditall came as
abitofarelief. Atleast my problems
had been pinpointed. But it was a
particularly unhappy time for me
having just joined the League
Champions and needing a good start
to consolidate my place in an all-
international pack. With the Ashes
serieson the horizon, too. you could
say that | was pretty depressed about

the whaole situation

‘The opening weeks are always a
difficult settling-in period at a new
club and it was frustrating knowing
that | was playing below-par because
of the illness. The Wigan fans didn't
know at first that | was having
problems with my breathing. but
thankfully, the specialists sorted the
problem. The fans were patient with
me. too. | only missed three first-team
matches. so my recovery rate was
fairly speedy. but | subbed a couple
oftimesand had to knuckle downto
establish a place in the front-row. It
was sickening to miss out on the
Great Britain-Australia clashes

especially at Wembley

Skurrull was no stranger to
success with Bradford
Northernasthey won two Yorkshire
Cup Finals in three seasons and his
farewell appearance was at Old
Trafford in their disappointing Stones
Bitter Premiership Final defeat by
Widnes.

After we'd beaten Northerninthe
quarter-final. | felt a twinge ol
sympathy for the likes of Brian Noble
and Karl Fairbank., who've been
trying to reach Wembley for several
years. Both are young enough to
make it yet. but 1can understand their
frustrations

LI |
onsidering the fact that
Wigan have been to

Wembley three years in succession
the will-to-win is incredible. The
players are hungrier than ever to
return and the prospect of a
showdown with Widnes is something
that stirs everyone - not that anyone
is dismissing Oldham lightly. Our
form has picked up significantly since
the start of the Wembley trail began
it's almost as if someone has
turned up the switch. The display in
the snow at Castleford was awesome
and Rochdale were annihiliated at
Spotland. Northern made it tough for
10 minutes, but Wigan's strengthsare
all over the field and the result was
never reallyin doubt. lcameinfora
bit of physical punishment, but that
was to be expected, and it was good
to avenge the Regal Trophy defeat
¥ ¥ Fohn Monie has altered my
style of play from the way
| was used at Bradford. There. David
Hobbs had me operating as a wide
runner but John wants me doing my
job down the middle. It suits me. I'm
here todoajob for the benefit of the
team. There'salot of pressure playing
for Wigan. Success is expected and
the standards are very high. And
there is real competition for places,
which keeps you on your toes. Having
versatile forwards like Andy Plattand
Andy Goodway around keeps
everyone honest




fhe g 1990 ...
1 year to remember,

v ind '.rmh@

o

]
Enjoy all the highlights from one by a hand picked team of Rugby
of the most exciting years in Rugby League's finest writers. International
League, with the 2nd issue of ‘Rugby highlights of the recent Ashes Test

League Highlights' magazine, Series, The Papua New Guinea

‘1990 a vyear to remember! 0 U T and New Zealand Tour, thrilling
84 pages packed with colour League action from the Stones
photos and featuring all the N Uw Bitter Championship and the
top personalities who have Premierships. All the major
hit the headlines throughout Cup occasions such as the

the year. This high quality 0 N LY Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final,

magazine will help you to 2 0 the Regal Trophy Final and
recapture the atmosphere, £ -5 the exciting CIS Charity Shield,

passion and golden moments plus much, much more.
of 1990, all under one cover. At just £2.50 it's well worth a try,
With a variety of top features written so why not tackle a copy today.

On sale at newsagents and club shops.




Idham visit
Burnden Park for

the first time this

afternoon deter-
mined to end the longest winning
Challenge Cup sequence in history
and to reach their first Wembley
Final. The daunting prospect of
facing a Wigan side on the verge of
a history-making fourth successive
Wembley appearance does not
worry John Fieldhouse's battling
side. Oldham were the last team to
defeat Wigan in the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup, by 10-8 at the first
round stage in 1987. Last season,
it was the Roughyeds who ended
Wigan's four-year Lancashire
Cup monopoly with a 19-18
Watersheddings victory.

Oldham are appearing at the
Challenge Cup semi-final stage for
a second successive season.
seeking to break their ‘duck’ ina
sixth post-Wembley semi-final.
Each of their five semi-final defeats
were close affairs, the Roughyeds
losing to Widnes (4-7in 1934). Hull
9-12 in 1960), Hull K.R. (2-12 ina
second replay in 1964). Castleford
(7-18 in 1986) and, 12 months

ago by 6-10 to
Warrington
Much of the credit for
the current revival goes
to stand-in player-coach
Fieldhouse. who succeeded
Tony Barrow in mid-January
Not only has the former Great
Britain prop guided them to Cup
victoriesover Bramley. Workington
Town and Salford. but he helpedto
arrest a long. losing league
sequence. Stones  Bitter
Championship survival remains his
major priority. After marking their
return to the premier level with a
memorable opening day defeat of
Leeds and winning four of their
first seven league matches, the
Roughyeds found the going tough.
Eight defeats in nine league
matches - plus an embarrassing
Regal Trophy defeat at Batley -
effectively cost Barrow his job.

Idham's line-up today
seems likely to show five
changes in personnel from that
beaten by Warrington at Wigan |2
months ago. The only change in
the backs is the inclusion of
Australian centre Tony Anderson
with John Henderson moving to
the wing in place of Paul Lord
Up front, the release of prop Leo
Casey to Featherstone. fora record
£100.000 fee. has allowed former
St. Helens man Austin Donegan
the chance to claim the number
eight jersey. in the injury-enforced
absence of ex-Leigh and Widnes
man Derek Pyke. while hooker
Andy Ruane has shifted Richard
Russell back to loose-forward. In
the second-row. Paul Round and
Charlie McAllister have displaced
Keith Newton and Shaun Allen.

ull-back Duncan Platt was a
member of the Widnes side
which defeated St. Helens in the
1988 Premiership Final. Platt
kicked 126 goals for Oldham in
1989-90. his most consistent
season to date and his three Cup
quarter-final goals against Salford
took this season’s tally to 72.
Winger Richard Irving was an
influential member of the
promotion-winning squad. The

ex-Moldgreen winger scored 17
tries. including one in the 1989
Lancashire Cup Final and
Oldham’s solitary Cup semi-final
effort against Warrington. He
scored two tries in the 40-3
quarter-final defeat of Salford a
fortnight ago. and one in the first
round Cup win at McLaren Field.
Ex-Leigh centre Henderson is
hoping today's semi-final will be
third time lucky. having been a
loser with Leigh in 1987 and last
year against Warrington. He
recovered from an early-season
injury to score |17 tries last term,
and was a Cup scorer in the
quarter-final defeat of Salford.

Tony Anderson broke an
ankle on his Oldham debut
at Workington last season and is
now showing the Watersheddings
fans why Tony Barrow felt he was
worth £70.000. Anderson. one of
the first wave of Aussies to come to
England. was a try-scorer in
Halifax's 1988 Wembley defeat by
Wigan.

Another player back in the fold
under Fieldhouse, is 1984 Lion Des
Foy. The three-cap utility back
emigrated to Newcastle in
Australia last year. but returned to
the Watersheddings to reclaim his
centre place and scored a first
round try at Bramley.

fOldham are going to cause a

maijor upset this afternoon
halves Brett Clark and Michael
Ford will have to play key roles to
play opposite Wigan's Great
Britain duo. Both have Wembley
experience. Clark with St. Helens
in 1987 and Ford two years

previously in Wigan's magnificent |

28-24 defeat of Hull. Clark.,

formerly with Wests in Australia,
hasthrilled the Oldham fansfor the
past two seasons, totalling 17
touchdowns in the promotion-
winning campaign and scoring his
10th of this season in the Cup
defeat of Salford. Ford is a
mainstay, having a point to prove
opposite his 1988 Lions tour
colleague Andy Gregory. The
former Under-21 international was
forced to make way for record-
signing Gregory at Wiganin 1987
and moved to Leigh before joining
hometown Oldham.

Donegan arrived from St.
Helensin the close-season
and has been an ever-present
since Fieldhouse took the reins
from Barrow. Ruane has reclaimed
the hooking role and scored two
Cuptriesinthe win at Bramley. The
former Widnes and Rochdale man
is also adept at dropping vital
goals.

Wigan-born Fieldhouse,
formerly with Warrington, Widnes
and St Helens. appeared at

Wembley in St. Helens' 1987
defeat by Halifax. The holder of
seven Test caps, fromthe 1985-86
era, and voted Britain's Man of the
Seriesin their 1985 duels with New
Zealand, he claimsto be playingas
well as at any time in his career.
Former St. Helens and Great
Britain Under-21 back-rower Paul
Round became something of a
utility man at Watersheddings two
years ago. but is back in his old
second-row position. His strong-
running style brought him his 14th
try of the season against Salford.
and he was a tryscorer, as a
substitute, in the beaten Saints'
Wembley side of 1987.

ew Zealander Charlie

McAllister remains one of
the most popular players to play
for Oldham. Having scored eight
triesand 16 goals last term, he has
made a successful transition from
centre to second row. Play-
anywhere former Wigan star
Russell has starred at hooker and
loose-forward after being an

outstanding utility back during his
formative years at Central Park,
gaining Great Britain Colts and
Under-21 honours.

One of three contenders for
the 1990 Stones Bitter
Second Division Player of the Year
award, which he won whilst with
Runcorn Highfield in 1987. was
dynamic Australian loose forward
John Cogger. He scored 24 tries
last season but the former Wests
man has spent much of 1990-91 on
the bench.

Injuries were one of the key
factors in Oldham’s long autumn
spell without league success and
Fieldhouse may be spoilt for
choice for this semi-final.
Under-21 international prodigy
Tommy Martyn: blockbusting ex-
Leeds winger Norman Francis;
former Warrington and Great
Britain centre Ronnie Duane;
versatile Keith Atkinson and
Shaun Allen were all absent for
that crushing victory over
Salford.

NOUESEHOU ' 0N
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Loans

-

Whatever your reason for
considering a Personal Loan. you'll get
a  considerably fast answer  at
Yorkshire Bank.

Yorkshire  Bank

Personal  loans only take around

On  average

20 minutes to arrange and are available for
anything from summer holidays to
deep freezers.

You can borrow as much as you can
comfortably afford. Even if you're not
already one of our customers.

Just call in to your nearest
Yorkshire Bank branch.

You'll then be able to go for a lie

in the sun.

4 YorkshireBank

= IAKING YOUR NEEDS INTOACCOUNT

Yorkshire Bank PLC, Head Office,
20 Merrion Way, Leeds LS2 8NZ.

are subject to status and applicants must be aged 18 or over.
Full written quotations are available on request
Security in the form of a guarantee may be required,




IDW TAR As defined by H.M. Government
STOPPING SMOKING REDUCES THE RISK

OF SERIOUS DISEASES
Health Departments’ Chief Medical Officers

Oldham

Blue and White jerseys
Coach: JOHN FIELDHOUSE
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MIKE FORD, Capt.
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Cherry and White jerseys
Coach: JOHN MONIE

STEVE HAMPSON

JOE LYDON
KEVIN IRO
DEAN BELL

FRANO BOTICA

SHAUN EDWARDS
ANDY GREGORY

KELVIN SKERRETT

ELLERY HANLEY, Capt.

DAVID MYERS
PHIL CLARKE

SILK CUT AWARD
This afternoon’s
Silk Cut Award winner,
judged by the Press, will
receive £250 and an
inscribed memento.

Referee: ).E. SMITH, Halifax
Touch Judges:
B. HOPE, Wakefield (red flag) D. H. MITCHELL, Leeds (yellow flag)




ugby League historian ROBERT
GATE reviews the semi-final stage
of the world famous Rugby League
Challenge Cup.
Statistics do not include the current 199091
semi-finals.

This season sees the 94th anniversary of Rugby
League’s premier competition, the Challenge Cup.
The first Cup winners were Batley's Gallant Youths
back in 1897 at Headingley. their victims being
St. Helens.

Since the competition began 178 semi-final ties
have been played. nineteen of which have
required replays. Only one semi-final, however,
has gone to two replays — Hull K.R, v Oldham in
1964.

No fewer than 31 clubs have reached the semi-
finals. Prior to the 1991 semi-finals Wigan (31)
had made most appearances. Their closest
challengers are Leeds 28. Warrington 25, Halifax
2], Hull, St. Helens and Widnes 19 each. and
Wakefield Trinity 18. Of the present League clubs
Bramley have waited longest for a semi-final spot
having competed since 1897 without success.
Relative newcomers Carlisle, Chorley. Doncaster.
Fulham, Mansfield and Sheffield have yet to reach
the last four.

Excluding the semi-finals of 1941-45, which were
contested on ahome and away basis. all Challenge
Cup semi-finals have been staged on neutral
grounds with Headingley, Station Road. Central
Park. Odsal Stadium and Fartown proving the
most frequently used venues. The following 22
grounds have hosted semi-finals or replays,

Station Road. Swinton
Headingley, Leeds
Central Park, Wigan

Odsal Stadium. Bradford
Fartown, Huddersfield
Belle Vue, Wakefield
Wheater's Field. Broughton
Athletic Grounds, Rochdale
Thrum Hall, Halifax

The Willows, Salford
Elland Road, Leeds
Watersheddings, Oldham
Wilderspool. Warrington
Belle Vue, Manchester
Burnden Park, Bolton

The Cliff, Broughton

Park Avenue, Bradford
Parkside, Hunslet
Knowsley Road. St. Helens
Maine Road, Manchester
Mather Lane, Leigh

Old Trafford, Manchester

5

-_—~ &

Semi-
finals Replays Draws
28 2
27 2
22 3
19 0
18 5
9 |
8 |
6 |
6 0
5 |
| 2
4 0
4 0
1 0
1 0
| 0
| 0
| 0
| 0
| 0
0 2

| 0

HIGHEST SCORES IN SEMI-FINALS AT

NEUTRAL VENUES
1913 Huddersfield 35
At Halifax
1988 Wigan 34
At Bolton
1924 Wigan 30
At Salford
1933 Huddersfield 30
At Wakefield

Wakefield T.

Salford

Barrow

Leeds

2

1

8

Note — Dewsbury beat Oldham 43-5 in 1943 and
Bradford Northern beat Keighley 35-3 in 1945 but
both these games were second leg home fixtures,

HIGHEST SCORE BY A LOSING TEAM

1985 Castleford 16 Hull 22
At Headingley (Replay)

Note — Oldham led Hull K.R. 17-14 in a replayed

semi-final at Swinton in 1964 but the match was

abandoned 12 minutes into extra time. Oldham

lost the second replay.

HIGHEST AGGREGATE (48 points)
1986 HullK.R 24 Leeds 24
At Elland Road

HIGHEST RECEIPTS
1990 £177.161 St. Helens v Wigan
At Old Trafford.

SCORELESS SEMI-FINALS
1903 Salford v Oldham

At Wheater's Field. Broughton.
1923 Barrow v Leeds At The Cliff. Broughton.,
1937 Keighley v Wakefield Trinity At Headingley.
1968 Huddersfield v Wakefield Trinity At Odsal.
1988 Halifax v Hull At Headingley

HIGHEST ATTENDANCE
69.898 1950 Leeds v Warrington At Odsal

LOWEST ATTENDANCE
5.500 1897 Batley v Warrington At Fartown.

LARGEST AGGREGATE ATTENDANCES

In 1964 the aggregate attendance for the semi-
finals was 139.106 but exceptional circumstances
prevailed as for the only time both games
{Castleford v Widnes and Hull K.R. v Oldham)
required replays. In fact there were five games in
that series of semi-finals as Rovers and Oldham
needed a second replay.

1939 saw the largest aggregate for semi-finals
(excluding replays) when 104.453 saw Halifax v
Leeds at Odsal (64.453) and Salford v Wigan at
Rochdale (40.000). The latter match was marred
by tragedy. two fatalities occurring as a stand
collapsed.

MOST CONSECUTIVE SEMI-FINALS
5 Huddersfield 1913. 1914, 1915, 1920, 1921
(No competition 1916-19)

5 Leeds 1939, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944
INo competition (1940)
4 Oldham 1924-27

4 Huddersfield 1933-36

4 Halifax 1938-42 (No competition 1940)
4 Bradford N.  1947-50
4 St, Helens  1976-79
4 Widnes 1979-82

Rugby League Challenge Cup 1897-1990.

App.
Barrow 12
Batley P (L T LN ST N SR T )
Bradford/Bradford N. ANC P T |
Broughton Rangers* o el o)
Castleford® = . = -7 ., e U |
Castleford S Sl MW
Dewsbury S e 04 ()
Featherstone Rove R e
Halifax e e e 1|
Huddersfield S S i)y
Hull T el e e o o e i b
Hull K.R. IR O e v 11
Hunslet ey b e e e
Keighley = 5T a0 W Bl 5
Leeds s A R P28
Leeds Parish Church* el =5 T 1
Leigh R | i e )
Oldham ; 17
Rochdale Hornets fa, g , 7
St. Helens ; ol i Sosts e e KO
St. Helens Recs* e 1
Salford N N3
Swinton O L R it 9
Wakefield Trinity T N e S | )
Warrington SETeTe: : R T o
Whitehaven SR e S |
Widnes A e e e ey 19
Wigan P 1 O, 1 A N N e b |
Wigan Highfield . . SN e |
Workington Town T Pme has 3
York 2

*Defunctclubs ~ ~Now Runcorn Highfield

The following is a complete record of the clubs who have participated in the semi-finals of the

Won Lost % Success Most recent
5 7 41.6% 1967
3 3 50.0% 1911
8 6 57.1% 1983
2 3 40.0% 1914
- | 00.0% 1901
4 7 36.4% 1986
3 6 33.3% 1974
5 7 41.6% 1983
12 9 57.1% 1988
8 8 50.0% 1971
12 7 63.2% 1988
6 5 54.5% 1986
4 6 40.0% 1965
| 4 20‘0‘%: 1976
14 14 50.0% 1986
- | 00.0% 1900
2 7 22.2% 1987
7 10 41.2% 1990
1 6 14.3% 1958
12 f 63.2% 1990
- | 00.0% 1929
7 6 53.8% 1988
5 4 55.5% 1965
8 10 44.4% 1979
13 12 52.0% 1990
- | 00.0% 1957
12 7 63.2“: 1989
20 11 64.5% 1990
= | 00.0% 1926

3 - 100.0% 1958

| | 50.0% 1984

® All statistics are exclusive of 1991 semi-finals




LOGO CAPS

Red/White or Blue/White

These baseball caps carry

the RL ‘13’ logo.

£3.50 + 50p P& P
a

4

Red-White-Blue
£499 + 75p P& P

100% Cotton, Pre-shrunk,
High crew neck.Sizes L, XL
These T-shirts are
unrepeatable

at this price .
REDUCED
FROM A
£7.99 i

.é ‘
>
umbro

1Yy
J'- \

LEISURE
RUGBY

Navy/Scarlet &
Royal/Navy

£9.99 + £2p &p
New fashion garment
in 100% coftton.

Sizes M, L, XL

BADGE i
with every baseball
cap purchased

SHELLSUITS

A coftton lined
Shell fabric, high
fashion leisure suit
as worn by the
ployers. Greot
attention to detail
is given fo the
standard of the
embroidery.

Sizes S, M, L, XL
£64.99 +£2p&p

SWEATERS
Black or Royal Blue
£2499 + £2p&p
each inc.

Machine Washable,
Sizes S, M, L, XL.
A V-Neck Black
B V-Neck Royal Blue
C Sweat top Black

Heavyweight Fleece
Wear Crew Neck.
Sizes S, M, L, XL

D Polo Shirt £12.99
+£lp&p
Heavyweight knit
50% Cotton — 50%
Polyester Sizes M, L, XL

The inset below shows
high standard of
embriodery on these
four garments

A Top quality Match
Ball as used in the
Challenge Cup Final
£2499 + £1p&p

B White 4 panel PVC
£U9+£1p&p

C Fluo Green 4 panel
PVC Training Ball

I | enclose my cheque/PO for £

1 - O

Training Ball I

I BBl ADDRESS
2

£U99+£ip&p |

' : POSTCODE

THE RUGBY LEAGUE
WINNING LINES
NFOR 1991

clothing and equipment for
the TRUE SUPPORTER who demands the best

all available now from Rugby League Enterprises.
180 Chopeltown Rood Leeds LS7 4HT. Tel (0532) 624637

V-Neck - Pure NewWool-

£14.99 + £1.50 p&peach it

SEND NOW to Rugby League Enterprises,
180 Chapeltown Road Leeds LS7 4HT.
Telephone (0532) 624637
Please send me the following items

(Remember to stote clearly.- The #em(s) you require olso sizes ond colours
wheve opplicable ) Pease offow up fo 28 days for delivery

Make cheques/PO’s poyable fo Rugby Leogue Enterprises

Credit card holders ORDER NOW |
Q%

by telephoning (0532) 624637 1
(office hours)
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ilk Cut Challenge Cup

record-breakers

Wigan will create

further history this
afternoon if they defeat Oldham
and qualify for an unprecedented
fourth successive Wembley Final.
They have already shattered a host
of records by extending a four-year
winning Silk Cut sequence to 18
matches. Their last defeat in the
competition was an 8-10 first-
round reverse at . . . Oldham. in
1987!"

Wigan, appearing in a record
23rd post-Wembley semi-final.
seek to qualify for a record 17th
Wembley final and could seal a
record Challenge Cup win beneath
the twin towers on 27 April. This
afternoon they start favourites to
continue a run of seven semi-final
victories stretching back to 1970.
The last time Wigan were denied at
this stage wasin 1968, when Leeds
outplayedthem — 25-4 at Swinton.

Wigan have, yet again. saved
their finest form of the season for
the road to Wembley. A flawless
28-4 first-round Wheldon Road
elimination of Castleford was

followed by a
12-try. 72-4 slau-
ghter of Rochdale

Hornets and a con-
temptuous quarter-final
victory over a Bradford side
which had won the previous
three meetings between the sides.
Australian coach John Monie, in his
second season at the Wigan helm,
has matched the achievements of
predecessor, Graham Lowe. The
man who steered Parramatta to
their last Premiership in 1986, has
continued the run of success which
is demanded at Britain's most
famous club.

kipper Ellery Hanley

recently scored the 300th
try and 25th hat-trick of a brilliant
career, now within striking distance
of becoming the first player to
score 200 tries at First Division
level and moving into second
place as Britain's most-capped
international. His awesome
performances for Great Britain in
the British Coal Test series against
Australia captivated the nation
and proved that he was back to
his best after the worries of a
serious pelvic injury.

It was an injury-hit Wigan team
which began the season, unchar-
acteristically, with a Swansea
defeat at the hands of Widnes in
the CIS Insurance Charity Shield,
with the Chemics repeating the
dose in the Greenalls Lancashire
Cup. Wigan's two-year strangle-
hold onthe Regal Trophy was also
broken, by Bradford, with a 12-6
quarter-final victory at Wigan. Yet
Wigan remain on course for
chasing an historic second
suczcessive  Championship-
Challenge Cup double.

reat Britain have leaned

heavily on Wigan players
this season - as they have
throughout Mal Reilly’s four-year
reign as coach — and four of the
team were Wembley heroes of that
epic First British Coal Test victory
against Australia. Platt was added
to the side for the valiant effort at
Old Trafford and Lucas won his first
cap against France.

New faces in the Wigan camp
this season include former All
Black RU star Franc Botica, whose
goalkickingaccuracy hasaddeda
new dimension to the side; rugged
Kelvin Skerrett; and Under-21
international winger David Myers,
now settled after brief stints with
Widnes and Warrington.

teve Hampson has re-

discovered some of his
finest form at full back., excelling in
the Test win over Australia at
Wembley. After missing a suc-
cession of Wembley Finalsin 1984,
1985 and 1988, he will look to
repeat last season’s semi-final try
against St Helens, at Old Trafford.
to secure his personal Wembley
hat-trick.

On the flanks, Myers looks a
useful acquisition, scoring two of
his 11 tries in the home defeat of
Oldham, leaving last season’'s
leading tryscorer. Mark Preston, as
the odd man out in the face of
competition from utility man
Botica and Joe Lydon. Botica
amassed 60 points as Wigan
advanced through the first three
rounds of the Silk Cut Challenge
Cup, including a 28-point cont-
ribution to the slaughter of
Rochdale. Lydon has been
plagued by injuries this season,
missing out on a second
consecutive Ashes series. He
landed four goals in Wigan's 20-14
semi-final defeat of St Helens a
year ago and few will forget his
contribution to major matches of
the past decade.

Kiwi internationals Dean Bell
and Kevin Iro are automatic
choices for the centre berths and

ala’

both scored their 10th try of the
season in the Cup win over
Bradford. Iro's was a stunning
75-yard effort, reminiscent of the
power running which has brought
him two tries in each of Wigan's
Wembley victories of the past
three years.

re Great Britain inter-
national trio of Shaun
Edwards, Andy Gregory and
Bobby Goulding are, again, vying
for the half back berths, Goulding,
the precocious 1990 Lions tourist,
seems likely to be odd man out.
Edwards. the only survivor from
Wigan's beaten 1984 Wembley
side, isalso the only player to have
appeared in each of Wigan's 18
consecutive Silk Cut Challenge Cup
victories and scored tries in their
1988 and 1989 semi-final victories,
revelling in the Burnden Park mud
against Salford three years ago.
Gregory may have opted to retire
from international football, but he
remains the foremost scrum-half in

the British game and is on course
for a record-equalling seventh
Wembley Cup Final appearance,
having set a new record with his
fifth winner's medal and second
Lance “odd trophy-winning
performance last year.

Up front, Skerrett, a record
signing from Bradford having
toured Down Under, suffered
asthmatic problems early in his
Central Park career, but was back
to his best against his former club.
1990 Lions tourist lan Lgicas made
a Great Britain Test debut in
Perpignan last January. Versatile
ex-St Helens forward Andy Platt
missed some early-season games
with a knee problem but produced
atypically high workrate for Great
Britain while taking his Test
appearances to 15 against
Australia and France this season.

nother 1990 Lions tourist,
hooker Martin Dermott,
is restored to the Wigan front-row,
having lost out to Goulding early

in the season. Dermott made his
Test debut against New Zealand
last June. Denis Betts has emerged
as Great Britain's outstanding
find of the past 12 months,
starring on the 1990 Lions tour
to PNG and New Zealand,
appearingin || consecutive Tests,
excelling in the Ashes series
against Australia.

Ex-Oldham forward Andy
Goodway has missed eight
matchessince the turn of the year
after breaking an arm against
Leeds in December. It was his
sensational last-gasp Old Trafford
try which broke the 14-14 deadlock
against St Helens in the semi-final
12 months ago.

irtually any other club

would have found a regular
place for 1990 Lions tourist and
Great Britain Under-2 | skipper Phil
Clarke: up-and-coming Under-21
international Mike Forshaw:
tackling machine lan Gildart: and
Ged Stazicker.

(It’s the only way to fit a range as big as ours
into a space as small as this.)

Who's big in audio, vision and in-car entertainment as well as microwaves? SHARP
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ohn Fieldhouse, Oldham’s
young player-coach. is well
aware of the importance of
today's Silk Cut cup tie.
“Supporters have told me that they'll
die happy if Oldham finally reach
Wembley. The club have had some
great sides down the years. but this
one can create history by becoming
the first to appear at Wembley.

'I'll make no bones about it. the
semi-final draw was the worst we
could have got. Saints can always
blow hot and cold and we defeated
Widnesin last year s quarter-final at
Naughton Park. But Wigan. in my
opinion, are probably the finest.
most professional side in the world.
And. as a Wiganer myself | have
nothing but admiration for them

‘I've been around the scene ina
playing career with Warrington
Widnes. Saintsand Oldham. butit will
always be a source of regret that |
never played for my hometown team
They re very special to me and | have
some close friends in their ranks —
but I'll be giving everything to deny
them that historic fourth successive
Wembley visit

Fieldhouse has

always been one of
those old-head-on-

young-shoulders type of
players. A leader by
example, his coaching career

commenced in his native Wigan,
12 yearsago. At the tender age of 16,
he was asked by Wigan St. Cuthberts
open-age side for advice on fitness
and the fresh-faced St. Patricks
prodigy was only too happy to oblige.

! '1 ve always intended to go
into coaching”. said the
former Great Britain prop. who
already has his level one and level
two certificates, "It'sjustcome along
alittle earlier than anticipated. But |
aim to grasp the opportunity with
both hands and definitely want this
Oldham job. My first target was to
restore team spirit at Water-
sheddings and | believed that the
only way to do that was to get the
players enjoying what they were
doing in training and on the park.
Most winning sides are happy sides.
and the smiles which have returned
in recent weeks have coincided
with our improved form. Avoiding
relegation is still the major objective.
butthe Cup runhasbeenamore than
welcome diversion. It has also
restored confidence because the
second-round win at Workingtonand
that runaway 40-3 quarter-final
defeat of Salford have given the
players a new belief in themselves!

Fieldhouse believes he is
playing more consistently
than atany time in his career. Better
even. than when he took the Man of
the Series award for his partin that
memorable. shared 1985 series
against Mark Graham's Kiwis. And he
wantsitknown that. at 28. he has not
given up hope of wearing the red.
white and blue again in the future

Like the Oldham clubin general. I've
suffered more than my share of
injuries. but my fitness and form has
delighted me in recent weeks, Prop
forward is definitely my best position
these days and | still believe that |
could do a job for the Lions on tour
in 1992,

“Playing for Great Britain was the
undoubted highlight of my career
and I'dlovetodo soagain. I've hada
taste of Wembley. albeitalosingfinal,
and success in the Lancashire Cup
and John Player Trophy. but
respresenting my country was
something else. It's the absolute
pinnacle.”

here can be few busier
peoplein Rugby League than
Fieldhouse. A joiner by trade, he
manages to combine his daily duties
with overseeing things at Water-
sheddings and looking after his
Warrington-based family. He admits
that he would have to consider going
full-time if Oldham offered the
coaching role ona permanent basis
at the end of the season.

"One of the things I'm particularly
proud of, in my short time in charge,
is the way the younger Slalom Lager
Alliance players have responded.
| told them that there would be
opportunities for them and I've tried
to be as good as my word. We have
included some of them as travelling
reserves, just for the experience
and, significantly, the Alliance team
have soared up the table since
January. It's all about competition for
places. When someone's breathing
down your neck it's bound to make
you play even better.

I thought we were desperately
unlucky against Warrington. 12
months ago”. said Fieldhouse who
playedinthe 1987 Final for St. Helens
against Halifax.

“We can't ask for any more than
every player giving of hisbest. Ifthat's
not good enough, then at least we
can hold our heads high.
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SILK CUT SEMI

Des Foy is the only Oldham player in Saturday’s
team who was in the side when Wigan were last
beaten in a Silk Cut Challenge Cup tie - back in
the first round of 1987.

Since then Wigan have won a record 18
Challenge Cup ties as they seek to become the
first club to appear at Wembley in four
successive seasons, having won the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup for a record three years in a row.

® Shaun Edwards is the only player to have
appeared in all 18 Cup ties and was also in
the side that lostto Oldham, along with Steve
Hampson, Joe Lydon, Ellery Hanley, Dean
Bell. Andy Gregory, Martin Dermott and
Andy Goodway of the present squad.

@ After beating Wigan 10-8 in 1987, Oldham
lost 24-14 at home to St. Helens in the next
round. Oldham were then relegated while
Wigan went on to win the Stones Bitter
Championship = the same could happen
this season.

® Although Oldham have never been to
Wembley they hold the record for most
successive final appearances of four,
completed just two years before the stadium
staged its first final in 1929,

® Since then Oldham have appeared in five
semi-finals and lost them all. including last
season. In contrast, Wigan are aiming to
extend their Wembley records of 16 finals
and 10 victories. Wigan also hold the record

for most appearances in all Challenge Cup
finals with 20 including a record 11 wins.

® Oldham last won the Cup in 1927 when they
beat Swinton — at Wigan.

® Wigan scrum half Andy Gregory holds the
record of being on the winning side five times
at Wembley — with Widnesin 1981 and 1984,
then Wigan in the last three. He was also on
the Widnes side that drew with Hull In 1982
so has never lost at Wembley in six final
appearances.

® The highest score and widest margin in a
semi-final is Huddersfield's 35-2 defeat of
Wakefield Trinity at Halifax in 1913 (not
including war time two-legged finals).

® Castleford scored the most points by losing
semi-finalists when they lost 22-16 to Hull in
the 1985 replay at Leeds.

TOP TEN TRY SCORERS
. Martin Offiah (Widnes) ................cc.c.... 43
2. Greg Austin (Halifax).......cccocoovveainnns 35
3. Ellery Hanley (Wigan)............cceeerunnnnn. 23
4. Jonathan Davies (Widnes) ..................... 22
5. LesQuirk (St. Helens) .............ccccceeeieen. 21
Anthony Sullivan (Hull K.R.).............o..... 21
Graham Steadman (Castleford) ............ 21
Adrian Hadley (Salford) ...............c.c...... 21
Garry Schofield (Leeds) .................c...... 21
10. Martin Wood (Halifax).............cc.. weeeeenns 20

The 1990-91 top try scorer will receive £25 atry
from Stones Bitter.

TOP TEN GOAL SCORERS

l. Steve Kerry (Salford)........c..ccccooiinninn 136
2. Paul Eastwood (Hull) .......cocoviiiiiiinienne 94
3. AlanPlatt (Halifax)...........ccccoooeiiniiciinins 86
4. Frano Botica (Wigan).........c.coeeveeiaviainnns 85
5. Graham Sullivan (RyedaleYork).............

6. Simon Irving (Leeds) ..... 2
Paul Loughlin (St. Helens) ..................... 82
8. Tim Lumb (Hunslet).
9. Jonathan Davies (Widnes)..................... 7
Duncan Platt (Oldham)......................... 77
The 1990-91 top goal scorer will receive £5 a
goal from Stones Bitter.

TOP FIVE POINT SCORERS
Drop

Tries Goals Goals Points
I. Steve Kerry (Salford) ....... 161315 5 33|
2. Jonathan Davies (Widnes) 22 77 0 242
3. Paul Eastwood (Hull)....... 12 94 0 236
4. Frano Botica (Wigan)....... 15 85 0 230
5. G. Sullivan (RyedaleXYork) 12 80 3 211

TRY SCORING RUN
Paul Round has been a try scorer in six
successive matches for-Oldham. The second
row forward's sequence is as follows:

1-1-1-1-2-1

POINT SCORING RUN

Steve Kerry's point scoring run ended at 31

matches as Salford lost 7-0 at Workington Town
on Sunday. The half back was the last player
with a chance of scoring in every match this
season.

Graham Sullivan of RyedaleYork now has
the longest scoring sequence covering
24 matches.

WINNING RUN

Wigan have the longest winning run of
nine matches, covering six Stones Bitter
Championship and three Silk Cut Challenge
Cup ties.

LOSING RUN
Hull KR and Keighley have the longest losing
run of six matches.

MILESTONES
Andy Mason of Wakefield needs one try for a
career total of 100.

Ellery Hanley of Wigan needs two tries for a
Division One career total of 200.

Paul Eastwood of Hull needs three tries for a
career century of touchdowns.

¥ SPORTSWEAR

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING SPORTS RETAILERS




SPORTSCAST rucev icacue ror puss & croes

Kick normal TV into touch by visiting your ‘local’ to see the
best in LIVE & recorded Rugby League on SPORTSCAST.

SPORTSCAST, backed by British Aerospace, features Rugby
League, Rugby Union, Boxing and Quiz Nights brought to
your local via the technology of Satellite TV.

For full details on up-and-coming SPORTSCAST events and
your local SPORTSCAST venue, call 0800 590099.

SPORTSCAST

The Best in Pub Entertainment

v Y BRITISH AEROSPACE ~ __—— ® ~—
& SPORTSCAST smummitingoarions
Holyoak St, Manchester M10 6HB




UNDERDOGS OR NOT YOU'VE MORE CHANGE

GIVE IT A 600D POLISH

OF GETTING 10 FOR US - WE'RE YOUR
T N WEMBLEY THAN Boaty TEAM
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T MIGHT SLOW HIM
DOWN A 8IT

MANAGER LIKE THAT IF {3,
LIVERPOOL COME AFTER HIM

Read JohnﬂRoig
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Arthur Wigley & Sons Ltd.
Printers to the Rugby League



