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TODAY'S MATCH SPONSOR
MATTHEW BROWN

M

TODAY'S BALL SPONSOR
BRITISH TELECOM

TODAY'S PROGRAMME SPONSOR
NORMAN HOLDEN

TODAY'S TEAM SPONSOR
BRITVIC

OFFICIAL
PROGRAMME 50p
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STONES BITTER 2ND DIVISION

PREMIERSHIP 1987/8
Sunday 24th APRIL 1988
KICK-OFF 3.00 pm




OUR NEW KIT SUPPLIERS

No.T MILL

HALLIWELL IND. ESTATE
WAPPING STREET
BOLTON BL1 8DP
ENGLAND

Tel: (0204) 492614

Telex: 946240 C. WEASY G.

Quoting 19016860

REPLICAS AND KITS SUPPLIED:-
CONTACT RAY HILL, COMMERCIAL DEPT.

Oldham Rugby League Football Club
THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

Directors : H. Ashworth, D. Gardner
J. Knox, A.G. Pache

Secretary: Mrs. A. Lees

Coaching Staff :  E. Fitzsimons, |. MacCorquodale

Conditioner: 0. Rowe Professional Playing Staff

K. Atkinson, M. Bardsley, 1. Bates, L. Casey, C. Chisnall, N. Clawson, T.Croston
J. Edwards, M. Ford, T. Flanagan, T. Foley, D. Foy, M. Graham, M. Hall, C. Hawkyard,
R. Irving, P. Kirwan, P. Lord, R. Marsden, K. Meadows, A. Morrison, C. Myler,
J. Ogburn, M. Parrish, S. Patterson, , P. Round, P. Sherman, I. Sherratt,
P. Walsh, M. Burke, I. Sanderson, H. Waddell, P. Lowndes, T. Naidole.

A. Copeland
Hon. Doctor: Dr. Johnson Dental Surgeon: Mr N. Gibbison

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr H. Thompson, Mr D. Walker
Physiotherapist: Mr A. Bonnelle Asst. Phsyiotherapist: Mr J. Watkins

Commercial Manager: R. Hill Official Timekeeper: J. Roscoe

Official Sin Bin Man: David Whitehead
Groundsman: R.L. Thomas

~
j CLUB RECORDS ( CLUB HONOURS

Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Rugby League Championship Play-off Winners:
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull KR, September, 1978 1909-10, 1910-11,1956-57
Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22,
24 February, 1912 1954-55
Record Receipts: $30,388.70 v Wigan,

~

First Division Champions: 1904-05

4th February, 1987 Second Division Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82
Record Transfer Fee Paid: $65.000 to Rugby League Chdlenge Cup Winners: 1898-99,
St. Helen’s for Paul Round August 1987 1924-25, 1926-27
and £65,000 for Mike Ford Jan, 1988 Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24, 1925-26
Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries, Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11,
1921-22 season 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57,

Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals, 1957-58, 1958-59
1957-58 season Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,

Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points 1954-55, 1966-67. 1968-69, 1986-87
v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08,

First Game: 215t October, 1876 v Stalybridge 1909-10. 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,

Highest number of points scored: i) ¥
Bernard Ganley, 2,881 1923-24, 1954-55

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685 Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975.76. 1979-80
Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233, Colts Premiership. Trophy: 1979-80
- Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182 ) L




HARVEY ASHWORTH

MANCHESTER LTD.

BRIMAUR
CAR SALES

THE TRADE CENTRE
8 BURY ROAD, RADCLIFFE,

- Wholesale Butchers -

STALL No. 25 26

THE ABATTOIR

RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10
Telephone: 061-223 2097

ELITE PRINTS | osBaRNE

ALL PICTURE FRAMES -

Bespoke Framers, MET
Personal -

Photographs
Framed, Good Quality
and Equally
Good Price!

Unit 7, Acord Centre, Oldham
Phone: 061-626 3670

Bradbury’s

WE'VE GOTTHE LOT 4 | IE
UNDER ONE ROOF! -
@ PLUMBING & HEATING
@ IRONMONGERY @ ELECTRICAL -
@ TOOLS @ FASTENINGS

® GLASS @ SHOWROOM
@ HEAVYSIDE BUILDING & TIMBER

Bradbury’s

BUILDING MHTERIALS SUPPLIES
COLDHURSTST., OLDHAM OLI 2PX

Telephone

061 624 9481 OPENING TIMES: o rnsmmopm&lsopm S

BEST DEALS ANYWHERE ON NEW
& USED CARS

Roch Valley Way, Rochdale. Tel: 0706-32012

RIANERSIRRTE

KEVIN MEADOWS

CAREER WITH OLDHAM

April, 1984 (on trial for
four games only)
Signed permanently
(from Warrington)
August, 1987

Debut: v Widnes (trial)
8.4.84 Full debutv
Whitehaven 30.8.87
38 (including four on
trial

Tries: 19 (including 6 on trial
Goals:

Drop Goals: 0

Total points: 76

Date signed on:

Appearances:

PLAYER PROFILE

Full Name:
Nick name:
Birthdate:
Birthplace:
Marital Status:

Occupation:
Car:

Fav.TV Show:
Fav.Film:

Fav.music
Fav.Food/drink
Fav.reading:
Hobbies:
Fav.other sports:
Likes about game:
Dislikes:
Superstitions:
Fav.ground:
Fav.position:
Best moment:

Worst moment:
Hardest player to
tackle:

Hardest tackler:

Fav.all-time player:

NO.I3

Kevin George Meadows
Fields

27.2.61

StHelens

Donna/baby Rachel

(10 days old)
Psychiatric nurse

Escort

Neighbours

One Flew Over The
Cuckoo’s Nest

All types

Indian food/bitter
About work

Nutgrove (open-age side)
Squash, golf

Winning

Losing

None, really

The Willows,Salford
Wing

Beating Saintsin |PS
(86-7)

Losing JPS final (v Wigan)

Dean Bell
Mick Burke
Roy Matthias

e —

AUTOGRAPH: —




LEEWAY
LTD.

CAR DISCOUNT CENTRE

Simpsons

Over 150years of
traditional brewing.

PRODUCES SUCCESS LIKE THIS:

1976 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP. Slalom Lager — voted best overall lager.
1976 BREWEX GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager — voted best draught lager Class |
1978 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA., Slalom Lager — for bottled lager.
1978 B.B... AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D — voted best bottled lager — Diit Beer Class.
1978 B.B.I. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D - voted best bottled lager — Extra Strong Class.
1980 BREWEX SILVER MEDAL. Slalom Lager — for draught lager.
1982 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Export Lager
1983 BREWEX BRONZE MEDAL. Slalom D draught lager.
1983 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS. Voted best international bottled lager.

1983 BREWEX MEDAL AND DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager — Best in Class One

for bottled lager.
1983 B.B.. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager — First in
Class for bottled lager.

AMAZING CARS
AMAZING PRICES

122 WITHINGTON ROAD
MANCHESTER, M16 8FB

Unit 2, Belgrave Mills,

1983 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL. Slalom D -
for bottled lager. HATHERSHAW,
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE OLDHAM,
Slalom International Strong Lager — for bottled lager. 624 — 6827 or Telephone:

1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE
Slalom D - for bottled lager.
1983 B.B... AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE.
Slalom Lager — for packaging and bottle dress.

678 — 9537

061-226 2235

1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. Gold Medal
with Palm Leaves and Certificate.
Slalom International — for bottled lager.

‘Gold Medalnd Certtcste. STONES BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP/DIVISION 2

Slalom D - for bottled lager.
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. . S
Gold Medal and Certificate. (FINAL TABLE)

Slalom Lager — for bottled lager. P w D L F A w D L F A Pts
COMPETITION. FEBRUARY 1986

3 Oldham ............cocovereeen.., 28 12 0 2 2 75 2 347 ). 7

1986 B.B... AWARDS GOLD MEDAL - Featherstone ............co........ 28 12 1 1 14;4\ {g: ‘]J] i Z 5;1’1 {g{' j:i

Theakston Best Bitter — for bottled beer. Wakefield ................ooooo 28 12 0 2 412 137 8 1 5 254 178 41

1986 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL — Springfield ... 28 11 0 3 262 146 7 0 7 18 210 36

Slalom International — for bottled lager. 1o T [ 28 9 1 4 262 193 7 0 7 228 536 :33

1986 B.B... AWARDS DIPLOMA OF YOrK oivvinvimniiiin e 28 10 0 4 335 209 5 1 8 223 317 231

EXCELLENCE — Mansfield . ~28 9 1 4 189 169 6 0 8 250 243 31

John Peel Export  for botsiad besr. Keighley ..............ccooerrrrrmn. 28 10 0 4 296 162 5 0 9 199 266 30

1986 B.B.l. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF Bfarm.\\' ................................ 28 10 1 3 227 140 4 1 9 153 257 30

EXCELLENCE — \’}or!ﬂngtun & 28 9 0 5 237 192 6 0 8 143 249 30

Theakston Old Peciilier=for bottied beer. Carlisle .... ww 28 8 1 5 229 197 6 0 8 159 247 29

Rurlu:om wo 28 10 0 4 280 212 4 0 10 146 257 28

‘ Whitehaven 28 9 0 5 233 137 1 1 12 184 315 21

; Bramley .... .28 7 0 7 223 251 3 1 10 177 349 21

: Matthew Dewsbury ... 288 0 6 253 203 2 0 12 164 316 20

: Doncaster .........cceevveennn... 28 7 1 6 245 234 2 1 11 161 278 20

POIDAM: . osisavonvioansasiissss 28 7 0 7 222 236 3 0 11 160 323 20

Rochdale:.....iaaiannins 28 8 0 6 165 186 2 0 12 157 326 20

Huddersfield ... e OO 5 1 8 244 264 2 0 12 139 333 -]'5

Bl vinssmorsrsssmi s 28 3 1 10 156 239 3 0 11 149 284 13



Contracts - Hospitals - Airports - Stations - 7 Seater Mini-Bus

SCHOFIELDS

330 4135/5527/1704/6003

Taxis & Private Hire
WE NEVER CLOSE
22 OLD STREET, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE

DISCO PUBS

Mine Hosts: Archie and Joan

BULLS HEAD

GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM. Tel: 624 7264 — Bed & Breakfast

QUALITY FOIL PRINTING

Selfstyle

Business Cards Stationery
Promotional Gifts

56, ACORN CENTRE, BARRY STREET, OLDHAM, OL1 3NE
061-626 7926 (24 hrs)

MAL’S MESSAGE

(A few words from Oldham’s captain).

As the season draws to a close, with promotion and the Second Division title under our
belts, it is now full steam ahead for the Premiership. We must not count our chickens, but
if we get to the final I'm sure Old Trafford will be packed to the rafters in the Roughyeds
red and white colours.

You supporters fully deserve this magnificent day out as a reward for your magnificent
support all season - from the first day up at Whitehaven to the last match at Carlisle. Thanks,
everyone!

Congratulations to Mick Ford on being picked for the Australian tour. Hugh Waddell is still
keeping his fingers crossed, but he has been terribly unlucky not to getinto the original party.

Putting aside my natural bias, | can’t see Great Britain doing well in the Tests. They will go
well in the country games, but they won't win a Test. The Aussies on home soil have too
many class players to pick from and too much pace and power. They will also be better
organised.

In terms of a Test whitewash for Aussie, this tour will be no different than 1984!
MAL GRAHAM

A Slice f Chradition

The Park Cake Bakeries Limited
Ashton Road, Oldham, Lancashire OL8 2ND Telephone 061-633 1181 Telex 668738



TOWNFIELD SERVICE
STATION

MOT TESTING
STATION

TESTS WHILE - U- WAIT
NEW & USED CARS FOR
SALE
RESPRAYS
WELDING

ALLTYPES OF MECHANICAL
REPAIRS

061-624 9387

FOR AN EARLY
MORNING DELIVERY
SERVICE OF MILK
& DAIRY PRODUCE

We have gotta lotta bottle

COUNTHILL
DAIRY . oo
your Doorstep

TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’ls Service

TRUECLEAN
LTD.

CONTRACT CLEANING
SERVICES.

Professional carpet and
upholstery cleaning.

Recommended by Top Carpet &
Furniture Shops throughout the
Northwest.

Flood, Fire, Smoke,
Insurance work undertaken.

Tel. 061 370 4095
061 682 9808 Evenings & weekends

For all your chemist sundries,
Cosmetics and toiletries

E. YATES

NUMARK

CHEMIST

(Proprietor: Malcolm S. Fagelman)

831 Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
Telephone: 681 1291

Established over 50 years

FOLLOW THE ‘A’ TEAM

A combination of injuries, first-team promotions and a fixture pile-up has severely dented
our hopes of climbing out of the second division of the Alliance in recent weeks.

Our magnificent run of success came to an end when we were beaten 8-6 at home
by leaders Blackpool. The Seasiders fielded a very strong side, dominated the first-half,
and led
8-0 at the interval. In the absence of coach lain MacCorquodale, the reserves looked
a little lost, but they rallied in the second half and could easily have won had they taken
their chances.

Oldham set up a thrilling finish when Steve Patterson and Geoff Munro sent centre
Steve Robinson over for a try goaled by Martin Hall, but it came too late to preventdefeat.

Oldham: Myler; Munro, Robinson, Irving, Trialist; Patterson, Bates; Foley, Hall,
Marsden, Croston, Morrison, Kirwan.

In the next match against Workington at home, we scored ten tries in a 52-14 victory.
Town had grey-haired Jackie Newell, their former half-back star, as sub and his son,
John, at scrum-half.

Steve Robinson (3), Paul Round (2), Trevor Croston, lan Bates, Richard Irving, and
two trialists grabbed the tries, with Martin Hall kicking six goals.

Oldham: Trialist; Trialist, Irving, Robinson, Trialist; Bates, Kirwan: Marsden, Hall,
Foley, Round, Croston, Morrison.

Sadly, Bob Marsden was injured in this game and he missed the next clash at
Wakefield, as did Tony Morrison, who had exams. We again met a tough, hard pack
and we took a 39-14 pasting in a defeat that produced another crop of injuries.

Minus lan Sherratt, Leo Casey, Keith Atkinson, Morrison and Marsden, the side bore
little resemblance to the team that was pressing for promotion. The three new injury
victims were Paddy Kirwan (broken foot), Tom Foley (elbow) and Martin Hall (facial
stitches), and the injury to Paddy was a particularly sad one as he had only recently
returned to action after being out for several months with a broken leg.

Patterson, Irving, Robinson and Bates were Oldham’s best on a night when we were
well beaten.

Oldham: Patterson; Trialist, Irving, Robinson, Myler; Lord, Bates: Bardsley, Hall,
Foley, Round, Croston, Kirwan.

We were forced to take a desperately depleted side, including ten trialists in the 15,
to take, on promotion-hunting Whitehaven at the Recreation Ground only three days
later, (we lost 16-4 after a brave display) and we were then due to meet Batley at home
two days after that.

Such a fixture glut is far too hard to cope with but throughout the disappointments
of the past fortnight or so there have been some most encouraging aspects, not least
the powerful return to his old form of young winger Richard Irving, who looks as though
he could end the season as he started it last August -with a flourish.

9



WITH THE SUPPORTERS CLUB

WELL done, lads, on the Second Division championship triumph! It was a real cliff
hanger at Wakefield, and we hope today's match isn’t as nerve racking. Seriously,
though, everything turned out right in the end and, as supporters, we are proud
to be associated with a club and team that has now achieved two of its season’s
goals - promotion first and then the title.

Incidentally, the raffle for the Wakefield tickets, donated by David Topliss, raised
£58 towards club funds - a grand effort. Thanks, also, to everyone who walked to
Rochdale on Good Friday. Hope all the blisters are gone. We will let you know
how much we raised as soon as all the sponsorship money is in. It was, however,
a great effort.

The Supporters’ annual Fun Run and Family Run, which has proved so popular
in the past, is scheduled for Wednesday, August 3 at 7.30 pm so keep an eye on
the Oldham Evening Chronicle for details nearer the time.

The Lancashire Federation Of Supporters’ Clubs is to run its annual player-of-the-
year night at Wigan’s Riverside Club on May 29, so anyone wishing to go should
contact Alice Collinge or Janet Bradley, our delegates, for details of tickets and
transport at today’s match, or alternatively, via the secretary on 665-1832.

We are also on the scrounge again. What we would like is someone to loan or
hire us a crane to lift a portacabin off the back of a lorry at the end of the season.
If anyone can help they should contact Donald Pilkington on 665-1832. We are
also interested to hear, on the same number,from anyone who could loan us
between 30 and 50 chairs for use in the social club on Player-of-the-Year night.
We would be very grateful to anyone who could help.

Videos are still available for sale at £10 or for hire at £1.50 per night and the way
we have been running in the tries during our run-up to the title there are several
matches well worth seeing!

If you have not yet returned your player-of-the-year voting slips please note that
tomorrow is the deadline. You should also hurry to purchase your presentation
nighttickets atthe canteens today, for there is a big demand and time is running out.

One must never count one's chickens, but we are hoping to reach the Premiership
final at Old Trafford on May 15, so please make a mental note to book on the
coaches as soon as possible if it looks as though we are going to qualify.

Finally, a big welcome today to our Premiership opponents. We invite all fans -

home and away - to use our canteens around the ground and sample our delicious
pies and beverages. Have a nice day, everyone.
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FACE IN THE CROWD

TO use the famous Jimmy
Greaves catch phrase - “Football's
a funny old game, ain't it ?”. Well,

[F;ugby League is, too, if the Second JACK DEARDEN

ivision results of the past two or

three weeks are anything to go by. -ourmanon
the terraces.

First of all, we managed to hit a
rich vein of form to peg back
Wakefield's advantage on points
difference thanks to running up some excellent scores. Then Wakefield
and Featherstone both lost on the day we won at Sheffield.

Finally, the creme de la creme! We scored a massive 58 points in our local derby
at Roc.hdale Hornets on Good Friday and on Easter Monday morning - at York -
Wakefield lost again. We beat Runcorn at Watersheddings in the afternoon and,
hey presto, it all set up afitle clincher for Oldham over at Belle Vue a fortnight ago.

In my last notes for the Runcorn programme | wrote : “If we did well at Sheffield
and Rochdale Hornets it could be a full house at Wakefield and if winning the title
comes down to support and encouragement from the fans | know we won't be
lacking as the season builds up to a thrilling climax.

“Let’s keep our tremendous support going right into the Premiership and to the
end of the season. The Belle Vue clash should certainly be a cracker.”

That was an understatement if ever there was one! The match had everything
- action-packed drame, excitement and thrills from the first minute to literally the
last second. Come on, be honest, how many of you could not bear to watch that
last-second goal kick attempt off the touch line?

Well, for us, it was a triumphant return to the big time as champions. | can't
recall as many happy and smiling Oldham faces for a long time. We can all take
pride in doing our bit to help by providing magnificent support, not just at Wakefield
but throughout the season.

~ Now that we've won the title, let us all make a further attempt to increase support
in volume and numbers by roaring on our heroes in the Premiership play-offs.

If we are fortunate enough to make it to the final at Old Trafford how does this
whet your appetite: the prospect of facing Trinity again! Perhaps not good enough
for the nerves, but surely good for the game.

In the meantime, of course, there are two play-off ties to be won, starting today,
and the whole club should guard against complacency because, as we all know
by now, “It's a funny old game, ain't it 2.

JACK DEARDEN

NEXT HOME MATCH-SEE PRESS
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GET THE
P=-TO-DATE
NEWS

Not just about Oldham but about
the teams they are competing
against.

In fact, the fullest coverage of
the Rugby League Scene
in the area.

Read é'w
Jack MacNamara £
and -

Alex Murphyg?

»
ke

INTHE ~

Manchester Evening News
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COMMERCIAL CORNER

(Development Office topics with Ray Hill)

WE have another big night out coming up in the social club on Tuesday (April
26). We are to stage a Slalom Lager Rugby League Sportsnight and it will take
the form of a sports forum, with free admission.

The top guests and main speakers will be David Howes, the Rugby League
public relations officer and a leading figure in the promotion of the professional
game, Alex Murphy, the controversial St Helens boss who has regular RL news-
paper columns in the Daily Mirror and the Manchester Evening News, Mick Morgan,
the much-travelled prop who has helped to raise thousands of pounds over the
years for Rugby League charities, and Dickie Thomas, now our groundsman but
better known throughout the Rugby League as one of the game's top and most
respected referees of yesteryear.

There will be a lot of prizes given away and there will also be a personal appear-
ance by the beautiful Miss Slalom Lager. The event, which we hope will attract a
packed audience, will start at 8.0 pm and everyone will have a chance to fire
questions at the panel.

On Grand National Day, there was a somewhat disappointing turn-out of Lifeline
members who had drawn a horse, but that did not detract from the enjoyment of
those who did attend, and especially those whose horses came home in the first
four. D. Ratcliffe (1093) won £250 thanks to Rhyme “n’ Reason; P Derbyshire
(0933) went away with £175 on Durham Edition and there were smaller prizes for
M Marris (0121) on Monamore and for Diva Fashions (1277) on West Tip.

There was plénty to eat and drink and the brewery, Matthew Brown, donated
two free barrels of beer, which was much appreciated.

Ready for our assault on Old Trafford, the club is now stocking new hats and
tea-shirts. The tee-shirts are red, all sizes, with a loggo on the front and we also
have “clap’ hats - like those you can buy at Blackpool - and some new American
baseball hats.

Get your favours now, either for Old Trafford if we qualify or, if not, in readiness
for next season when we are back in the First Division.

Next season, we can look forward to bumper crowds in the higher division and
I know you will all want to show off your colours and be proud to be associated
with the Oldham club.

Finally, | can report that membership of Lifeline has now topped 1,700 and is
steadily climbing. If you are a keen fan and have still not joined us please give it
some thought. We give away £1,000 every week, there are other benefits, and
later in the year we hope to have a brand new car as a star prize.

RAY HILL
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We would like to thank all today’s sponsors:-

MATCH SPONSOR
MATTHEW BROWN

TEAM SPONSOR
BRITVIC

BALL SPONSOR
BRITISH TELECOM

PROGRAMME SPONSOR
NORMAN HOLDEN

MAN OF THE MATCH SPONSOR
ELASTOMERIC ROOFING PRODUCTS

Anyone interested in sponsoring, please contact Ray Hill,
Commercial Dept. Tel: 061 620 4870

RADIO '8 CARS

24 HOUR SERVICE
5,6, & 7 SEATER

633 2277
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THE BOSS TALKING

A personal view by Oldham coach Eric Fitzsimons).

Congratulations to all the Oldham supporters. Your contribution this season in
both league and cup games has been first class. The players were delighted with
the reception at Wakefield. | was with Keith Atkinson the day after the game and
he told me the atmosphere was more charged than anything he had ever
experienced before.

What a shock his back injury! Keith has played well since regaining his senior
place and he has shown a different maturity in his all-round game. We all wish
him a speedy recovery. We are looking realistically at next season and if its any
consolation to Atky | think he has earned a contract offer and that's the
recommendation | will be putting to the board.

Looking back over the season, | suppose we can rightly say that we have
achieved the aims we put to the players last July - promotion and championship.
Our upset at Doncaster was the first reminder to us all that nothing could be taken
for granted and that, as 7/4 favourites, we were there to be knocked down.

Barrow showed us how easy it is to be carried away and lose sight of our main
aim. That game was Barrow”s Wembley and it is interesting to note that they -
and many others who have geared up to play Oldham - have steadily deteriorated
since.

Wakefield was a real sickener for everyone at the club and that defeat lifted a
team that, at the time was very ordinary, to become genuine championship
contenders. Wakefield that is. At Featherstone we did everything but get the vital
score and the lesson learned was that in the higher levels you don't get chances
all that often and when they come along they have to be taken. The defeat the
following week could possibly be attributed to a lack of confidence after applying
all the pressure, but failing to score the week before.

The wisdom of two fixtures in close succession has to be questioned, but it's
the same for both teams and the Yorkshire lads were mentally tougher on the day.

I talk about the upsets because they are very important milestones in our learning
process. Winning sometimes hides problems and papers over the cracks. All the
same, winning is a good habit and generally speaking that's been the pattern this
season. The players deserve recognition for their efforts.

The league programme lasts for 28 games. We are the best because we have
been the most consistent over the FULL season. The division has been the toughest
ever and more so for Oldham than any other team because of that ‘favourites’ tag.
Wigan have suffered similarly in the First Division.

Today we start our cup campaign again. Two matches away from a big day out
at Old Trafford, there is every incentive to perform well today. Oldham folk are
already buying their tickets for the final. I'm not sure that Keighley will agree with
our fans. Certainly, the message which should be on all our minds as we approach
this important game today is “You're only as good as your last performance.”
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BUTTERWORTHS
p_ D Fish & Chips Cafe & Take Away

Bradbury vt

hurs-Fri-Sat Teas 4pm-6.30 pm.
Your Local

Video Recording Service BE@
Sports, Weddings, TIYIL m
Farties, etc. CERAMIC WAEN.DFLO.O&WG SPECIALISTS
In Full Colour and Sound TEL (MOSSLEY) 04575 4142

For the very best in traditional foods.

Open Mon-Sat Lunch 11.30 am-2pm

Tel. 061-665 2903

PROPRIETORS: ROGER MATTHEWS. DAVID FIELDHOUSE
143 STOCKPORT ROAD, MOSSLEY, OLS ORD.
telephone: 04575 4142

FOLLOW YOUR TEAM, HIRE . ..

THE PENNINE LOUNGE

For all Occasions

Hot & Cold Menus — Competitive Rates

MUMPS BRIDGE, OLDHAM
Contact Secretary Mr. Charlton or tel: 633 0614

ADAMSONS CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

THE MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REPAIR
SPECIALISTS
APPROVED REPAIRERS FOR MOST
INSURANCE COMPANIES
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
m— CASTLE MI!.L STREET - /::(’)ETOR
VBRR  orrowo e oo $=8 o

061-620 5982 /624 1904
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APPEARANCES & SCORERS

SEASON 1987-88
(to date - 35 possible)

APPTS
(inc.Subs) T G

Atkinson K.
Irving R.
Hawkyard C.
Meadows K.
Edwards J.
Peters S.
Kirwan P,
Sherrattl.
Sandersonl.
Waddell H.
Worrall M.
Graham M.
FlanaganT.
Round P.
ShermanP.
CopelandT.
MorrisonT.
Bardsley M.
MarsdenR.
Burke M.
WalshP.
Bates|.
Clawson N.
McCarthyB.
FoyD.
Robinson S.
NadiolaT.
Warnecke G.
Myler C.
HallM.

Ford M.
McAlisterC.
LordP.
CaseylL.

w
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STONES BITTER PREMIERSHIP DOUBLE-HEADER

THE second Stones Bitter Premiership double-header will be staged at Manchester United's Old Trafford
ground on Sunday, May 15. The Second Division premiership final will kick-off at 1.30pm, followed by
30 minutes of top-class entertainment before the kick-off of the Stones Bitter Premiership Final at 3.30 pm.

The 1988 Stones Bitter Premiership winners will receive a prize cheque of £9,000 with £3,500 to the
runner-up, while the Second Division Premiership winners will be presented with a cheque for £4,000,
the beaten finalists receiving £1,500.

This Premiership prize structure is one of the features of the 1987-88 Stones Bitter investment of £130,000,
some £70,000 of which has been contributed to the Rugby League Development Fund for ground
improvements.

Seat tickets priced £10 and £8 are now available for the Stones Bitter Premiership double-header. Please
forward your order and remittance with s.a.e. to: The Premiership Ticket Office, The Rugby Football
League, 180, Chapeltown Road, LEEDS LS7 4HT.
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Opponents Att. F A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15
Aug 30 Whitehaven 3122 20 5 Atkinson 3G rving Hawkyard Meadows Edwards Peters KirwanIT  SherrattiT Sanderson WaddellIT WorralliG  Graham Fanagan Sherman  Round
Sep2 Keighley 3724 32 -3 Atkinson 8G Ieving IT Hawkyard Meadows Edwards Peters Kirwan Sherratt Sanderson!T Worrall Round IT GrahamIT Flanagan  Sherman  Waddell
Sep6 Bramley 2851 4% “n Atkinson 7GIT  Irving Hawkyard MeoadowsIT  FEdwards Peters Kirwan Sherratt SandersonlT Waddell Round IT Worrali2Y GrahamIT Copeland FanaganiT
Sep13 Warrington 5554 8 42 Atkinson 2G Irving Hawkyard MeadowsIT Edwards Peters Kirwan Sherratt Sanderson  Waddell Round Worrall Graham Copeland  Morrison
Sep20 Springfield 314 2 -20 Atkinson 4G lrving Hawkysrd IT MeadowsIT Edwards Poters Waddell Round Graham Fanagan!T Bardsley Marsden
Sep27 Doncaster 2,060 "’ -20 Burke trving m Walsh BatesIT ClawsonIT Sanderson Waddell Round IT Graham Flanagan  Bardsley Worrall
Oct4 Huddersfield 1729 26 R Burke Irving Atkinson 3G  McCarthy 2T Meadows WailshIT Kirwan Clawson Sanderson  Waddell Round IT Hawkyard GrahamIT Sherman  Flanagan
Oct11 Shetfield 3774 4 -20 Burke2T lIrving Foy s KirwanIT  Clawson Sanderson  Waddell Round2T Hawkyard GrahamIT Atkinson Flanagan
Oct 18 Carlisle MATCH POSTPONED - NO NEW DATE YET
Oct25 Barrow 3825 36 -8 Burke!T Irving FoyIT Kirwan Clawson SandersoniT Waddell2T Round Hawkyard Graham Bates Flanagan
Nov1 Keighley 1787 2 -10 Burke Trislist Foy McCarthy IT  Meadows Walsh2GIT  Kirwan Clawson Sanderson  Waddell Round Hawkyard  Graham Bates Flanagan
Nov8 Fulham 3197 36 -8 Burke Trialist Foy McCarthyIT  Meadows Walsh6GIT  Kirwan Clawson SandersoniT Waddell Round 2T  Hawkyard IT Graham Nadiola Flanagan
(JPST-pretim)
Nov 15 Bradford 4858 2 B Burke RobinsonIT Foy McCarthy IT  Meadows Walsh3GIT  Peters Clawson Sanderson  Waddell Round IT MHawkyard Graham Warmecke Flanagan
Nov22 Batley 2,808 Lo -0 Burke 3GIT Robinson FoyIT McCarthyIT Meadows Waish 3G Peters Clawson Sanderson  WaddelllT Round3T  Graham Flanagan  Warnecke IT Nadiols
(JPST-3)
Nov2s Warrington 5,084 “ -10 Burke Walsh 3G Peters Clawson Sanderson Waddell Round IT Graham FlanaganiT Myler Bardsley
(JPST-3)
Decé Doncaster 3561 ” 18 Walsh 2G Peters Clawson Hall 2T Bardsley Round Graham Flanagan  Myler Morrison
Dec13 Barrow 1,800 1 18 Burke i T McCarthy Walsh 3G Hall Clawson Sanderson Waddell Round Bardsley Graham FoyIT Flanagan
Dec 19 StHelens 8316 8 -18 Burke Nadiola Wamnecke IT Meadows McCarthyIT  Walsh Peters Clawson Sanderson Waddell Round Flanagan  Graham Myleor Bardsley
(JPST-Semi)
Dec26 Rochdale 4,866 24 -12 Burke Robinson FoyIT T IT WalshaG Clawson Round Bardsley Graham Fanagan  Morrison
Jan3 Springfield 2,507 20 4 Burke m T ANOIT Foy Walsh4G  Clawson Sanderson WaddellIT  Round Hawkyard  Graham Flanagan Bardsloy
Jan10 Whitehaven 3,007 20 -20 Burke McCarthy Wamecke FoyIT MeoadowsIT Walsh 7GIT  Ford Clawson Sanderson WaddellIT Hawkyard Graham Petors Flanagan  Bardsley
Jan17 Runcorn mn 34 0 Burke IG Meadows 3T WameckelT Foy2T ANO. Walsh 2G Ford Clawson Sanderson Waddell Hawkyard  GrahamIT  Poters Flansgan  Round
Jan24 Wakefield 5107 " 20 Burke Meadows Warnecke Foy McAlister IT  Walsh IG FordIT Clawson Sanderson Round Hawkyard  Graham Petors McCarthy  Flanagan
Jan21 Warrington 7540 7 7” Mecadows LordIT Warnecke Foy McCarthy Walsh G Ford Clawson Flansgan  Waddell Hawhkyard  Round Graham Morrison  Casey
(Cup)
Feb?7 Workington 1257 7 ° M 1G FoyIT Walsh IG Ford ClawsonIT Hall Waddell Hawkyard  Graham Morrison Fansgan  RoundIT
Feb14 Carlisle 3357 2 -4 Burke MeadowsIT Foy Warnecke McAlisterIT  Waish 3G Ford Clawson FlanaganIT Waddell Round Hawkyard GrahamIT McCarthy Casay
Feb21 Featherstone 3,500 8 -8 Burke Meadows Foy Warnecke!T McAlister Waush2G Ford Clawson Fanagan  Waddell Round Hawkyard Graham Lord Casey
Feb28 Featherstone 5.804 15 -18 Burke Meadows Foy Warnecke McAlisterIT Walsh3GIT  Ford DG Clawson Flanagan  Waddell Round Hawkyasrd  Graham Lord Sherratt
Maré Workington 2.866 38 10 Burke Atkinson Foy2T McAllister MeadowsIT Lord IT Sherratt FlanaganIT Waddell Clawson Graham Wamecke Hawkyard Round
IGar
Mar13 Bramley 1839 36 16 BurkelT Atkinson6G Foy McAllister MeadowsIT Lord Ford 2T Clawson Flanagan WaddellIT  Round Graham Warnecke Walsh Sherratt
Mar20 MHuddersfield 2930 a8 0 BurkeIT Atkinson 6G Foy McAlister Meadows Lord Ford 2T Clawson Flanagan  Waddell Round IT GrahamIT  Warnecke IT Walsh IT Hawkyard
Mar27 Sheftfieid 1,956 8 15 Burke AtkinsondGIT Walsh 2T McAlister Meadows Lord Ford Clawson Sanderson Waddell Hawkynrd  Graham2T Warnecke Irving Casey
Aprl Rochdale 3290 58 -6 Burke Atkinson Foy3T McAlister Meadows Walsh 1G2T  Ford 2T Sheratt Senderson Waddell CaseyIT GrahamIT Warnecke IrvingIT Hawkyard
6GIT
Aprd Runcorn 3,406 38 4 Burke Atkinson7G  FoyIT McAlister Mesdows LordIT Ford SherrattiT Flanagan  Waddell CasayIT Graham 2T Wamecke Waish Hawkyard
Apr 10 Wakefield 6522 23 -2 Burke Atkinson 3GITFoy IT McAlister MeadowsIT Walsh Ford IT Sherratt Flanagan
April 17 Carlisle 2,000 34 16 Meadows leving Foy2T McAlister Lord 2T Walsh Ford Sherrant Sanderson Waddell CaseyIT HawkyardiT Graham Round Flanagan
S5GIT
The presentation of the Stones Bitter Second Division Championship Bow! will

be made to Oldham AFTER today’s match by a leading official of Stones Bitter who are in

the second year of a three year £400,000 sponsorship deal. Oldham also receive a £10,000 prize

cheque to be presented at the Stones Bitter presentation dinner at the RUNCORN CREST

HOTEL on Tuesday May 17th.

Heat Seal Badges
Printed Scarves

Pennants
Armbands

Safety Helmet Stickers

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE
Specialists in
Sponsorship Garment
Printing
Tel: 061-624 0341

Window Stickers

10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 3LQ.

Printed Badges
Printed Ties

T Shirts
Tea Towels
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: Always Good Value

Steel Stockholders
Decoilers and Shearers

Telephone:
Jrince George Hotel
& Restaurant
193 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328
PERFECT CHOICE
Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches
Welcome Bar Food
Excellent Dinner Choice
For that special treat we are hard to beat
Try our “Friday Fivers™ Night
And Traditional Sunday Lunch

Delicious Anytime

19

18



SIMPSONS

ESTATE AGENTS

113 Union Street., Oldham 652 3311
Late Night Thurs. Open till 7 pm

Also at:—

14 Lees Rd., Mossley, Tel. Mossley 31111
63 High St., Uppermill. Tel, Saddleworth 4188
37 Market St., Shaw, Tel, 652 3311
8 Middleton Rd., Royton, Tel, 652 3311

J. W. MINTON
& CO.

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

95 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM OL4 4LY
59 MARKET STREET, SHAW, OLDHAM OL2 8NP
Telephones: 061-626 4297/061-626 4274

Telephone 061-834 0057

the SHIRTMAKERS
64 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN

SAXOoR

STORAGE
EQUIPMENTLTD

For the supply of:

Clothes Lockers, Cupboards,
Filing Systems, Office Furniture,
B.S. Shelving, Pallet Racking,
Partitioning & Suspended Ceilings
— Competitive prices for
Office Stationery.

Goyt Mill, Upper Hibbert Lane, Marple, Stockport SK6 7HX
Tel: 061-427 2143

PAUL STUART & Co.
(PENNINE HYDRAULICS) LSCDTT57 o'-gt'AM

HOSE DISTRIBUTORS--RUBBER
P.V.C. TUBING COUPLINGS
Rubber Sheet, Sponge Rubber
Mouldings.

20 Commercial Rd.,

(off Greaves Street)

Oldham. OL1 1DD.
Tel. 620 4129

Mona Mill, Fields New Road,
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 8NY
Telephone: 061-624 9221/2/3 -
061-624 5291/2 Telex: 667357
FOR YOUR LOCAL & LONG
DISTANCE HAULAGE
CONTACT H. LUCAS

Alfred/z:
__ilaylor

YOUR LOCAL BUILDING MATERIAL CENTRES
JACKSON STREET HIGGINSHAW LANE

LEES ROYTON
061-652 4137 061-652 2318
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EDWARDS VEEDER
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Full Accountancy service to small businesses,
self employed & Limited Companies
*Taxation * VAT
*Inland Revenue * Investments
Enquiries *Company Accounts
*Book— Keeping
¥PAYE Computerised
061620 2133
Brunswick Square,
Union St., Oldham.

GREENALL’S MAN OF STEEL

Rugby League's top social event - the Greenall's Man of Steel awards - will be staged at the Variety
Centre, Salford RLFC on Thursday, May 12.

More than £6,000 in prizes will be handed over to the 1988 Greenall's Man of Steel, the personality
judged to have made the most impact on the season, the first and second division players of the year,
the young player of the year, the coach of the year and the referee of the year.

At the half-way stage, our own Hugh Waddell was featuring well in the Second Division player of the
year competition and it will be interesting to see how Hugh fares in the final reckoning.

Mike Ford is the only Second Division player named so far in the Great Britain tour squad to visit
Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea this summer, Waddell being a member of the stand-by
squad after representing Britain in the two tests against France earlier in the season.

Mike, of course, was in the First Division with Leigh for the first half of the season so it is unlikely he
will figure too prominently in the Second Division awards.

The hour-long award ceremony, hosted by television's Harry Gration, with wide action, will be followed
by top-line cabaret and discotheque.

Tickets are now available priced £13, including dinner, or priced £5 for a reserved seat only. Please
forward order and remittance to: The Public Relations Dept., The Rugby Football League, 180, Chapel-
town Road, Leeds LS7 4MT.

NORMAN LEISURE

GRAINS ROAD SHAW TEL: 0706 841460

TOTAL SPORTS
FACILITIES

THE

BOATYARD

RESTAURANT
GRAINS ROAD
SHAW

TEL:0706 841-460

SNOOKER

BADMINTON



STONES:- PREMIERSHIP
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Second Division Premiershipwinners are crowned
The next 30 minutes sees organised chaos
reign supreme in the shape of Geoff and Dave

andan hilariousteam of Sumo Wrestlers
At 3.25 the Stones Bitter Parachute

Here they are again. The Stones Bitter RL
Premiership Finals.

Remember last year? Swinton took the Second
Division trophy. Wigan picked up the First
And over 40,000 fans had a great day out

DIRECT FROMTHEBOARD

(A regular feature in which a
member of the board takes you
behind the scenes)

THIS WEEK - GREG PACHE

ALTHOUGH we are trying hard to launch the share issue we are still encountering difficulties in relation
to the technicalities involved in converting our club to a P.L.C.

There will definitely be a press statement as soon as is realistically possible.

In the meantime it is imperative that all our supporters back our cause in raising funds to put a team
on the park which can compete at the top of the First Division.

It is our intention to bring the right players to Watersheddings but unless we get your financial backing
we will be doomed to be a ‘maybe’ team.

You will probably have noticed baseball hats and ‘T" shirts for sale around the ground. We are relying
on supporters to purchase them to show our strength at Old Trafford - if we get there, of course, and
next season when we will be back in the big time of the Rugby League.

There is at the moment a scheme being devised to raise money solely for a player fund. It will not be
used for anything else, but the buying of players. The money will be kept in a separate bank programme
and the Oldham Evening Chronicle so that you all know exactly how it is progressing.

These are just a few notes on our ideas at the moment as we look forward to a return to the First
Division and, of course, to strengthening our squad so that we can do well. But please understand
that if you want a good team the money has to be found.

Gates alone will not cover expenditure. Have a good summer and, hopefully, a great day out at Old
Trafford.

St. James

BROCKBANK of ALTRINCHAM
WE'RE ONLY HALF-AN-HOUR

Well this year's finals will be even more
spectacular.

On Sunday May 15th at Old Trafford
there'll be four finalists, 50,000 excited
spectators, Geoff and Dave from the
Stones commercials, inflated Sumo
Wrestlers, jugglers, free goodies and

Team drops in with the First Division
match ball and you can cut the
atmosphere with a knife
3.30 and the First Division Premier-
ship Final gets underway. Two halves
of Rugby League at its very best played
by Britain's finest

high jinks all around
The fun starts at 12.15p.m. when the ¥\
gates open. On the pitch you'll find
a marching band playing their instruments and
a bunch of clowns playing the fool
At 1.30 the first of our two exciting finals kicks
off. Eighty fast and furious minutes later the new

THE PREMIERSHIP TICKET OFFICE, RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE, 180 CHAPELTOWN ROAD, LEEDS LS7 4HT

WHEREVER YOU MAY WANDER THERE’S NO PLACE
LIKE OLD TRAFFORD ON MAY 15TH.

Please indicate the number of seats required and enclose a cheque/PO made payable to the
Rugby Football League. Post, along with a stamped addressed envelope, to: The Premiership Ticket
Office, The Rugby Football League, 180 Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4HT.

I | £8 Seat tickets [ 1£10 Seat tickets

At 5.00 the Premierships have been
, decided. The trophies have been pre-
sented. And you've had a day out you'll
never forget
To get your tickets fill in the coupon and send
your cheque/PO today.
Oh, and don't forget the wife and kids!

NAME ADDRESS

2 GAMES FOR THE PRICE OF 1

Service Station

Huddersfield Road, Oldham.
Tel: 061-652 0268

Sie

s

TR TEXACO

Quality Petrol, Oil and
Accessories

Guaranteed Used Cars,
Servicing and Repairs.
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FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!

© GREAT SERVICE @
© GREATDEALS ¢

ALTRINCHAM

South Manchester's Nissan Centre
16 STOCKPORT ROAD, ALTRINCHAM, CHESHIRE. ©061-928 7899
Open: 9am-8pm Weekdays, 9am-5pm Saturdays, 11am-5pm Sundays
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Distribution

Navigation Street,

: Howley, Warrington,

: Cheshire. Tel: 0925 31186

RAY & SHAUN LEIGH Telex: 627665

NEW CROSS
MOTORS

NEW CROSS
OLDHAM ROAD
MANCHESTER
Tel. 8325194

FAIRFIELD
MOTORS

BEECHES SERVICE STATION
793 ASHTON ROAD
OLDHAM
CARS TO SUIT ALL POCKETS
Tel. 624 1167

FAIRWAY AND GRUNDY
(INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES) LTD.
HOPE ST.,

SALFORD.

Suppliers of Industrial Hose, Rubber Products
Contractor Tools
Protective Clothing
Lubricants

Gas Equipment
Janitorial Supplies
Hazard Warning
061-745-7474 Equipment

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
TO THE PROPERTY OWNER

RYDER&
DUTTON
VALUERS SURVEYORS
11/15 UNION STREET

OLDHAM OL1 1HA
TELEPHONE : 061-652 1231

GREYHOUND GARAGE
CROSS STREET
SALE.
CHESHIRE

Top Car Deals To Top
Rugby League Supporters

WOODLANDS GARAGES (H.M.) LTD.,
602 DIDSBURY ROAD
HEATON MERSEY
061-432-4927
AND
BARTON LANE ECCLES
061-789-6571
F'ree Radio and Road Tax On
Production Of This Advert
When You Buy From Us
QUALITY CARS UNDER £3999
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HOME SECURITY CENTRE
92 BRIDGE ST.
WARRINGTON

CHESHIRE
WA1 2RF

For Complete Security
Home or Business
Contact lvor Jensen
WARRINGTON 571550
DISTANCE NO OBJECT

CORKY’S COMMENTS

(lain Mac Corquodale on the local scene)

Bryan McCarthy is in Greece for a holiday before going back to Australia and he
has donated all his training gear for raffles for local schoolboy rugby. Thanks,
Bryan! | will look forward to spending a night with you and your great friend, Peter
Tunks, in Sydney in July.

Special thanks to the Fytton Arms and its regulars who have raised the fantastic
amount of £2,260 for our local schoolboys. Tom Foley, father of our young prop.
was the chief organiser and he obtained 55 prizes for a fantastic raffle. Thanks to
allthose who contributed to this and all the other fund-raising events held recently.

Oldham RUFC again shoed the excellent spirit of co-operation between the two
rugby codes in the town by offering their ground to the Greater Manchester Youth
League forits finals when the 'Sheddings pitch was ruled out of action last weekend.

The town’s under-13s played their vital Lancashire semi-final at Wigan on Thursday
and hopes are high that the lads will have qualified to meet Salford in the final.
The selected side was Lee Bradbury, Andrew Leddy, Martin Birch, Nathan
Cheetham, Chris Eckersley, Richard Badby, Joe Diviney, Phil McLean, Jason
Wardel, Martin Halkyard, Mick Martindale, George Slicker and Philip Russell with
subs Jonathan Eastwood, Mick McLean, Philip McAndrew and Billy Tindall.

Thanks to Mal Graham, Charlie McAlister, Paul Round, Hugh Waddell and lan
Sherratt for turning up and doing a coaching session for more than 50 delighted
youngsters at Hathershaw Sports Centre on Thursday.

Nearly 200 ladies turned up and enjoyed a night of entertainment organised by
Sharon Roscoe-in the social club last Wednesday, to help raise funds for the
schoolboy tour. Thanks to the ladies and to Peter from Leeds.

It's good to see our former scrum-half Ray Ashton so heavily involved in coaching
at Seddons, who are due to enter the Pennine League next year. With three of
my former Fitton Hill pupils, Ivan Stansfield, lan ‘Gadafi“ Mellor and Phil Lee in
his side they should do well.

The winning raffle ticket for the GB autographed ball was 401-405 white (serial
number SNO CP4Q2BX). It raised £550. Claimant to see me, please. Thanks to
the boys of the Phoenix Bowling Club who did so well.

Finally, thanks to the dozen or so Oldham fans who made the long trip to
Whitehaven to watch the ‘A’ team last Saturday. I'm sure they were as delighted
as | was with the performance. We had ten trialists in the team and 13 of the 15
were locals, with nine of them under 19. They gave a magnificent display of guts
and determination.

Congratulations to local boy Glen Warhurst who made his Salford senior debut at
Wigan. That makes five Oldhamers who have played for Salford this year - Darren
and Jason Bloor, Mick Gill, Dave Needham and Glen.

IAIN McCORQUODALE
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MATCH REPORTS

ROCHDALE HORNETS V OLDHAM

WITH a 58-6 demolition of Hornets at the Athletic Grounds, this
was an Easter massacre! Oldham took their try tally to 39 in five
games by scoring |1 tries through Irving, Graham, Atkinson, Walsh
(2), Foy (3), Ford (2) and Casey in a match which clinched promotion
at the first attempt. Afterwards, it was champagne all the way as the
players celebrated going up with several bottles of ‘bubbly’ that was
rushed into the dressing room.

OLDHAM V RUNCORN

This was a match of two distinct halves. Oldham were super in the
first half, leading 30-4 at the interval, but not so good later when
Runcorn employed boring, containing tactics and the home side could
not counteract them. Nevertheless, a 38-4 victory, with tries by
Sherratt, Graham (2), Foy, Lord and Casey, kept the promotion pot
boiling on a day when rivals Wakefield slipped up at York.

WAKEFIELD V OLDHAM

This was the big one. Oldham could clinch the championship with a victory. Trinity
had to win to fight another day. Oldham raced into an | |-0 lead lost the advantage,
regained it, and then let Trinity in for a last-minute try which would have won the
game had Kevin Harcombe been able to convert off the touchline. He failed and
Oldham won a thriller 23-22 to go back to the First Division as champions.

Pullen Pumps Service Division
Offers the best, cost effective service in the
maintenance and repair of pumps and
control equipment.

Call us on 092-575-6000 or 5201

Northern Service Centre
11 Eagle Brow, Lymm, Cheshire. Telex: 627956
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MATCH REPORTS (continued)

CARLISLE V OLDHAM

Great stuff, Oldham! Fears that Oldham, with the title
already won, might struggle against in-form Carlisle were
totally unfounded. True, the Cumbrians hit back from 0- 12
down to 10-12, but we then stepped up a gear and, in the
end, won 34-16 with five goals by Charlie McAlister and
tries by Leo Casey, Paul Lord (2), McAlister, and Des Foy

(2).

There were even more celebrations with the fans by the
Oldham players, who took a standing ovation as the curtain
dropped on the league season - and then returned the
compliment in an emotional end to a long league season.

TELEPHONE (061) 624 5329/ (061) 652 0204
THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW MONEY MATTERS SHOPACHECK
FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

DIVISIONAL OFFICE
17 UNION STRELET
OLDHAM, GREATER MANCHESTER OL1 1HA

SHOPACHECK BRANCHES: HYDE, ROCHDALE, BURY, BOLTON, STOCKPORT.

GOOD TAST

Open [0 am - 10 pm Monday - Saturday Sunday 12 noon

OldhamWater

ALL SEASONS HOUSE, bs
PARK ROAD, OLDHAM. —
TEL: 061-626 0574

Specialists in : —

100% WATERPROOF CLOTHING
THERMAL SOCKS & CLOTHING
WINTER WARM JACKETS
Also equipment for : —
WALKERS, SKIERS, WATERSKIERS
SAILORS, DIVERS, WINDSURFERS,
CANOEISTS
10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF
THIS AD.

delicatessen

£5.95 Special.....12" Pizza
2 Jacket Potatoes, Tub of Coleslaw
Bottle of Wine

-7pm
Home Deliveries - Charge 50p
PHONE OR CALL AFTER THE GAME
93 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM
ORDERS TAKEN BY PHONE, PLEASE RING

061-626 1279
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PRESS -

BOX CHATTER =
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%

(Roger Halstead,
Oldham Evening Chronicle)

Don't let anyone decry what Oldham have achieved in winning the Second
Division championship. The cynics may argue that anything other than a title
triumph would have amounted to failure for a club of Oldham'’s standing.

Don't you believe it! The truth is that Oldham have achieved what they set out
to achieve and in so doing have given their magnificent supporters some magical
moments - as well as a few heartaches - along the way.

The future is clouded with uncertainty over vital issues such as the share
floatation and the state of the ground. There have been problems behind the
scenes, too, but those involved were professional enough to see that the team
kept on winning and kept on performing.

The division was more competitive than it had been for years and the team had
to endure a great deal of pressure from the day it was quoted at 7-4 to win the
title before a pass was thrown last September.

Promotion is in the bag - and so is the championship. The Premiership can be
a bonus. More importantly, the lessons learned this season will have made
everyone a lot wiser to cope with the step up the ladder next season. That will be

the real test.
ROGER HALSTEAD

PROGRAMME DESIGNED
AND PRODUCED BY

UNIQUE OFFER !!! CHEADLE PUBLISHING
A BOARD AROUND THE GROUND THIS | EP/TEDBY ROGER HALSTEAD
SEASON AND NEXT — THE SAME PRICE! |  PAINTED BY SANDYPRESS
PROMOTE YOUR COMPANY. ACT NOW! Cheadle Publishing

Phone: Commercial Dept. 31Park Lodge Close

RAY HILL on: 620 — 4870 Cheadle

Cheshire
061—-428-3566
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LRI
FOR TIMBER

NEW TIMBER
LOWEST PRICES

e

Head Office: Medlock Sawmills, Shaw Road, Oldham. Tel: 061-652 5421, Telex: 666505
Depots at: Manchester 061-834 8505 * Rochdale 47208 * Ashton 061-308 3746
Oldham 061-620 2128 + Bury 061-761 6416 + Sale 061-973 9578




