oLpHAam JTeam Check nuppersriELD

MICK BURKE
KEITHATKINSON
DES FOY

CHARLIE McALISTER
KEVIN MEADOWS
PAULLORD

MIKE FORD

/IAN SHERRATF

TERRY FLANAGAN
HUGH WADDELL
PAULROUND

MAL GRAHAM
GARY WARNECKE
PETERWALSH

NEIL-CLAWSON

OCO~NOUHWN -

SCOTTHAMILTON
LEESTMILAIRE -
ANTHONY FARRELL
IANTHOMAS
BRYANLEE oA IRE
ANTHONY EDWARDS
GARY MEEHAN

JIMMY JOHNSON
BILL¥COOK /7~ ¢ /

SIMON KENWORTHY i
PHILHUEK . /
DENMISFITZPATRICK - © o /=

Referee:Mr.C.Hodgson(Maryport) Touch Judges: Mr.W.M.Walker (Red), Mr.W.Brown (Orange)

Scottfield, Ashton Road, Oldham

Phone for FREE colour brochure 061-852 7421 % Flatpack % Assembled % Fitted

BOLTON Millfield Road, Breightmet, Bolton 384867 SALE Glebelands Road 081-968 7543

© pv—
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I

TODAY'S BALL SPONSOR
MOORSIDE METALS

TODAY'S PROGRAMME SPONSOR

NORMAN LEISURE

TODAY’'S TEAM SPONSOR
JOHN BRIERLEY & SONS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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STONES BITTER 2ND DIVISION
CHAMPIONSHIP 1987/8
Sunday March 20th 1988
KICK-OFF 3.00 P.M.



OUR NEW KIT SUPPLIERS

No.1 MILL

HALLIWELL IND. ESTATE
WAPPING STREET
BOLTON BL1 8DP
ENGLAND

Tel: (0204) 492614

Telex: 946240 C. WEASY G.
Quoting 19016860

REPLICAS AND KITS SUPPLIED:-
CONTACT RAY HILL, COMMERCIAL DEPT.

Oldham Rugby League Football Club
THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

Directors : H. Ashworth, D. Gardner
J. Knox, A.G. Pache
Secretary: Mrs. A, Lees
Administration Manager: E. Bayliss

. Coaching Staff : E. Fitzsimons, M. Graham
- I. MacCorquodale
Conditioner: O. Rowe Professional Playing Staff
K. Atkinson, M. Bardsley, I. Bates, L. Casey, C. Chisnall, N. Clawson, J. Edwards,
M. Ford, T. Flanagan, T. Foley, D. Foy, M. Graham, M. Hall, C. Hawkyard,
R. Irving, P. Kirwan, P. Lord, R. Marsden, K. Meadows, A. Morrison, C. Myler,
J. Ogburn, M. Parrish, S. Patterson, S. Peters, P. Round, P. Sherman, I. Sherratt,
P. Walsh, M. Burke, I. Sanderson, H. Waddell, P. Lowndes, T. Naidole.

B.McCarthy, A. Copeland
Hon. Doctor: Dr. Johnson Dental Surgeon: Mr N. Gibbison

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr H. Thompson, Mr D. Walker
Physiotherapist: Mr A. Bonnelle Asst. Phsyiotherapist: Mr J. Watkins

Commercial Manager: R. Hill Official Timekeeper: J. Roscoe

Official Sin Bin Man: David Whitehead

Groundsman: R.L. Thomas
s -\ [ ~
CLUB RECORDS CLUB HONOURS
Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Rugby League Championship Play-off Winners:
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R, September, 1978 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57

Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22,
5 * e ' (<
24 February, 1912 1954-55

Record Receipts: 530,388.70 v Wigan, First Division Champions: 1904-05
4th February, 1987 : Second Division Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82
Record Transfer Fee Paid: $65,000 to Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99,
St. Helen's for Paul Round August 1987 1924-25, 1926-27
and £65,000 for Mike Ford Jan,1988 Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24, 1925-26
Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries, Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11,
1921-22 season 1913-14, 1919-20; 1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57,
Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals, 1957-38, 1958-59
1957-58 season Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,
Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points 195455, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1986-87
v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08,
First Game: 215t October, 1876 v Stalybridge 1209-10, 1921-22, 195657, 1957-58

Highest number of points scored: Runners-up: 19(322%92;9:85}‘ !,55191 1-12, 1919-20,

Bernard Ganley, 2,881
Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685 Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76, 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80

Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233.
- Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182 J \_ J




BRIMAUR
CAR SALES

HARVEY ASHWORTH

MANCHESTER LTD.

- Wholesale Butchers -

STALL No. 25 26

THE TRADE CENTRE THE ABATTOIR
v S5 RIVER BANK ROAD
8 BURY ROAD, RADCLIFFE, MANCHESTER M10

TEL 061 723 5309 Telephone: 061-223 2097

ELITE PRINTS

ALL PICTURE FRAMES

OSBORNE

MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED

PN
Bespoke Framers, INISSAN |
Personal -
Photographs
Framed, Good Quality
and Equally BEST DEALS ANYWHERE ON NEW
Good Price! & USED CARS

Unit 7, Acord Centre, Oldham
Phone: 061-626 3670

Bradburvy'’s

OF OLDHAM Y
WE'VE GOTTHE LOT 4 | —
UNDER ONE ROOF! N (eamy
@ PLUMBING & HEATING ,
@ IRONMONGERY @ ELECTRICAL [
@ TOOLS @ FASTENINGS |

® GLASS @ SHOWROOM
@ HEAVYSIDE BUILDING & TIMBER

Bradbury’s

BUILDING MATERIALS SUPPLIES
COLDHURSTST., OLDHAM OLI 2PX

Telephone

061-624 948

Roch Valley Way, Rochdale. Tel: 0706-32012

: 1
\ JES

OPENING TIMES: Mox-Fri8am-12.30pm & L. 30pm-Spm
Sat 8am-12 noon

UAVERSIBROEINE

CHARLIE McALISTER

PLAYER PROFILE

CAREER WITH OLDHAM

Date signed on:

Debut:

Appearances:
Tries:

Goals:

Drop Goals:
Total Points:

3.1.88 (initially

for trials)
vSpringfield Borough
away, 3.1.88

(as unnamed trialist))
9

4

|

0

18

Full Name:
Nick name:
Birthdate:
Birthplace:
Marital Status:
Occupation:
Car:

Fav. TV Show:
Fav.Film:
Fav.Music:
Fav.food:

Fav.reading:
Hobbies:
Fav.other sports:

Likes about game:

Dislikes about
game:
Superstitions:
Fav.Ground:

Fav.position:
Best Moment:

Worst Moment:

Hardest player to
tackle

Hardest tackler

Fav.all-time
player;

NO.I12

Charles Patrick McAlister:
Chas

17.3.63

Waitara,New Zealand
Patricia Ann/Luke
Prorugby player

Nissan Bluebird

Charlies In Charge
Officer and a Gentleman
ZZTops

Paha meat and spuds,
seafood Steak

Sports books

Anysports
Golf,tennis,indoor tennis
Heaps

Unfair critics

None

Lancaster Park,
Christchurh,NZ
Anywhere in backs
Getting found out playing
for Oldham

Not getting found out four
years earlier

Wayne Shelford
(No. 8 All Blacks)
Those who go round
myankles

John Kirwan Junior
New Zealand

AUTOGRAPH: —




LEEWAY
LTD.

CAR DISCOUNT CENTRE

Simpsons

Over 150years of
traditional brewing.

PRODUCES SUCCESS LIKE THIS:

1976 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP. Slalom Lager — voted best overall lager.
1976 BREWEX GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager — voted best draught lager Class |
1978 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager - for bottled lager.
1978 B.B.I. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D - voted best bottled lager — Diit Beer Class.
1978 B.B.. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D — voted best bottled lager — Extra Strong Class.
1980 BREWEX SILVER MEDAL. Slalom Lager — for draught lager.
1982 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Export Lager.
1983 BREWEX BRONZE MEDAL. Slalom D draught lager.
1983 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS. Voted best international bottled lager.

1983 BREWEX MEDAL AND DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager — Best in Class One

for bottled lager.
1983 B.B.. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager — First in
Class for bottled lager.

AMAZING CARS
AMAZING PRICES

122 WITHINGTON ROAD
MANCHESTER, MIl6 8FB

Unit 2, Belgrave Mills,

1983 B.B.I. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL. Slalom D - HATHERSHAW
for bottled lager. OLDHAM !

1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE. ¢ Telephone'
Slalom International Strong Lager — for bottled lager. 624 — 6827 or ®

1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE

Slalom D — for bottled lager
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE.
Slalom Lager — for packaging and bottle dress.

678 — 9537

061-226 2235

1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. Gold Medal
with Palm Leaves and Certificate
Slalom International — for bottled lager.
STONES BITTER CHAMPIONSHIP/DIVISION 2
Gold Medal and Certificate.
Slalom D - for bottled lager
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID.

Gold Medal and Certificate.

Slalom Lager - for bottled lager. = = » k y A w 9 . g " e
AND IN THE LATEST B.B.I. EXPORT - Wakefield ................... 22 10 0 1 3331038 1 2 220 117 37

COMPETITION. FEBRUARY 1986 Feath
eatherstone ............. 23 9 1 1 300 121 B 1 3 232 162 36

1986 B.B.I. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL — Oldh
ol g Pt AM .eeereeecieerenenn 22 10 0 2 3381707 1 2 204 102 35
eakston Best Bitter — for bottled beer. BSREEfiBld. oo 24 8 1 3 2171516 0 B 196 180 29
1986 B.B.l. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL — ! Springfield ................. 21 7 0 3 1731187 0 4 161 163 28
Slalom International —for bottled lager. Workington ................ 22 7 0 4 1901436 0 5 127 208 26
1986 B.B.l. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF NORR s s 22 7 0 4 2511685 1 5 190 197 25
EXCELLENCE — BRODOW: sisisissisisinrossons 23 9 0 2 18795 3 1 B8 116 230 25
John Peel Export — for bottled beer. KOOEY oo e amensesesiss 24 S 0 3 260 136 3 0 9 137 227 24
1986 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF Mansfield ................... 24 7 1 4 1511534 0 8 210 237 23
EXCELLENCE — RUNCOPN ..o 20 B 0 2 12241583 0 7 108 175 22
Theakston Old Peculier— for bottled beer. BOCHAAIE . ..vs cnssroimmsisss 22 B8 0 4 147 114 2 o 8 103 242 20
Doncaster ................. 24 B 1 5 2182052 1 9 147 226 18
Whitehaven 22 7 0 4 181 105 1 1 9 155 239 17
Carlisle .....cccecvvvenn... 21 § 1 4 1521263 0 8 110 211 17
Ma ew e 24 5 0 7 1772173 0 9 153 297 16
Huddersfield .............. 22 5 1 6 2202262 0 8 99 209 15
» B n Batley ....ococvvvvveennnn. 22 3 1 8 1501973 0 7 90 139 13
row Fulham oo 2 5 0 6 1671801 0O 10 102 277 12
Dewsbury .................. 22 4 0 5 1311281 0 12 154 310 10




Contracts - Hospitals - Airports - Stations - 7 Seater Mini-Bus

SCHOFIELDS
330 4135/5527/1704/6003

Taxis & Private Hire
WE NEVER CLOSE
22 OLD STREET, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE

DISCO PUBS

Mine Hosts: Archie and Joan

BULLS HEAD

GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM. Tel: 624 7264 — Bed & Breakfast

QUALITY FOIL PRINTING

Selfstyle

Business Cards Stationery
Promotional Gifts

56, ACORN CENTRE, BARRY STREET, OLDHAM, OL1 3NE
061-626 7926 (24 hrs)

An unusual picture

of Hugh Waddell shot
at the recent match
between Great Britain
and France at Leeds.

Picture by- Dave
Sheppard, Sports
Photography,
Chessington Surrey

A Slice ij Clradition

The Park Cake Bakeries Limited
Ashton Road. Oldham. Lancashire OLS8 2ND Telephone 061-633 1181 Telex 668735



TOWNFIELD SERVICE
STATION

MOT TESTING
STATION

TESTS WHILE - U- WAIT
NEW & USED CARS FOR
SALE
RESPRAYS
WELDING

ALLTYPES OF MECHANICAL
REPAIRS

061-624 9387

FOR AN EARLY
MORNING DELIVERY
SERVICE OF MILK
& DAIRY PRODUCE

We have gotta lotta bottle

COUNTHILL
DAIRY ,.occe
your Doorstep

TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’s Service

TRUECLEAN
LTD.

CONTRACT CLEANING
SERVICES.

Professional carpet and
upholstery cleaning.

Recommended by Top Carpet &
Furniture Shops throughout the
Northwest.

Flood, Fire, Smoke,
Insurance work undertaken.

Tel. 061 370 4095
061 682 9808 Evenings & weekends

For all your chemist sundries,
Cosmetics and toiletries

E. YATES

NUMARK

CHEMIST

(Proprietor: Malcolm S. Fagelman)

831 Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
Telephone: 681 1291

Established over 50 years

FOLLOW THE ‘A’ TEAM

OUR end-of-season target now for the ‘A’ team is promation to the first division of the Alliance.
It was a disappointment to go out of the Alliance Cup at the quarter-final stage up at Barrow,
but several factors contributed, not least the fact that three players who had played a major
role in our second-round win at Widnes had been called upon for first-team duty, namely lan
Sherratt, Paul Lord and Keith Atkinson.

The cup-tie teams lined up as follows: Barrow-Irving, Moses, Jones, Kay, Hall; Rea,
Marwood:Clayton, Wilkinson, Brown, Walker, Mossop, Richardson. Subs: Boyd, Campbell.

Oldham - Trialist; Copeland, Myler, Sherman, Irving; Patterson, Kirwan; Casey, Hall, Foley,
Bardsley, Marsden, Morrison. Subs: Atkinson and Croston.

Barrow were vastly experienced, very strong and physical. They won the toss, took first use
of a terrific wind and went out for early points which they got with tries from Moses and
Richardson, one of them improved by Irving.

Oldham struggled to play their usual brand of rugby into the teeth of a gale, on a wet pitch,
and with Barrow ‘spotting’ strongly. They came close to scoring once or twice, but a highly-
committed Barrow defence worked hard to keep them out.

It needed some early Oldham points after the restart to put the visitors back into the match
but again, after going close, they slipped further behind when first-team centre Kay scored a
70-yarder which Irving goaled.

It was all over bar the shouting then but, just to make sure, Kay added another Barrow try to
put the home side 20-0 ahead, before a strong raid by Richard Irving allowed Chris Myler to go
under the posts for a try which Atkinson goaled.

Rival hookers Hall and Wilkinson both went into the sin-bin and, after a spell in the ‘bin’, Tony
Morrison was sent off and ultimately received a two-match ban.

So ended a run of eight consecutive victories, but all credit to the lads for getting back on
their winning ways with a 22-14 home win over Featherstone Rovers last Saturday. We currently
have several matches in hand on the teams in the top few places in the division and providing
there was no slip-up when we met Blackpool at Watersheddings last Tuesday night we could be
riding pretty high by now in the race to get promoted.

We were never in any real danger against Rovers, who never once went in front although they
kept yapping at our heels. We missed a bagful of try chances and that kept Rovers in contention
although we ran out comfortable winners in the end.

Team: Copeland; Trialist, Hawkyard, Irving, Robinson, Patterson, Kirwan, Sherratt, Hall, Foley,
Casey, Croston, Marsden. Subs: Trialist, Bardsley.

Featherstone: Beach, Bannister, Rodgers, P Fox, Kellett,M Fox, Sharp, Slatter, Wild,
Bradford, Busby, Hall, Smales. Subs: Wragg and Campbell.

Rival forwards Campbell and Casey were sin-binned for separate incidents in another hard
battle in which Hall peddled the ball from the scrums for Oldham to capitalise with tries by Irving,
Marsden, Croston and Hall and three goals by Hall.

Robinson, playing for the first time since recovering from a broken thumb, looked particularly
lively on the left flank and caused problems for Rovers nearly every time he touched the ball.



WITH THE SUPPORTERS CLUB

PICK up thy boots - and walk! Rochdale Hornets v Oldham on Good Friday.
It's all-ticket, so get one for what will probably be the last match at the Athletic
Grounds, which is being sold for supermarket development. Then, get out your
boots or trainers and let's walk the eight miles to the ground, lads and lassies,
Mums and Dads alike. Get yourself sponsored, make some money for the
Oldham club, and let's all be part of an historic event.

Going the long way round, through Royton and over Summit Hill, it is only
eight miles, so get out your fancy dress and let's have a bit of fun on Good
Friday, starting out from the social club a short time after the completion of
the Standard Cup final, which will be held in the morning.

By the time you read these notes, the juniors will have finished their walk -
aminimum of ten laps of the car park and a maximum of 20. Well done, kids!

Thanks to everyone who travelled up to Barrow for the ‘A’ team's cup
quarter-final. A disappointing result, but a good day out. It cost £4 for
fish,chips,beans and a cup of coffee in the motorway cafe - a fact that makes
our match-day offering here at Watersheddings look fantastic value for money:
pie and coffee or soup for 85p from one of the canteens around the ground
and open all through the match.

The souvenir hut has some new bobbie hats and rugby balls at £3 and £2 -
great value.

The player of the year dance is coming up soon. Voting forms will be going
out, so get them filled in and sent back. These are exclusive to members of
the supporters club.

For the away match at Wakefield we have some stand tickets to raffle off,
kindly donated by David Topliss as a thank-you for the response give to his
team at our last meeting. Keep it up, you Oldham fans. We are proud of you.
Away support has been great all season, but don't forget to book early for
coaches with Joe Gallagher on 627-0235 or Donald Pilkington on 665-1832.

Wigan and Leeds have been boasting in the press that they get 1,000 gates
at ‘A’ team games. We've been having reserve team crowds like that for ages,
and in fact we took so many fans to the recent ‘A’ team game at Fartown
that the home club must have thought it was a first-team fixture...well, almost!

Finally, a big welcome today to all our friends from Fartown. We hope we
can all enjoy a good, clean game in true Rugby League style, after which you
will all have a safe journey home.
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FACE IN THE CROWD

At the time of writing these programme JACK DEARDEN
notes, we had just returned to winning
ways following our home defeat of -ourmanon
Workington Town, which helped to
erase from the memory the previous week's the terraces.

disappointing display against Featherstone.

Thankfully, the players accepted the
opportunity to secure two more ?oints in the quest for the title and they produced some
entertaining rugby, keeping the ball alive in conditions not really suited to ball-handling skills.

I am certain all the players welcomed the chance to get back out on the field, thus enabling
them to get the poor display against Featherstone out of their system. | am equally certain
that they will all learn from the experience of that home defeat.

You can often learn a lot more in defeat than can be seen in victory - a point which | am
sure will not have been missed by our coaching staff.

Speaking of the coaching staff, lain MacCorquodale deserves a pat on the back for the way
the A’ team have responded recently. | must, however, express a personal dissatisfaction at
the way the Rugby League authorities allow our clubs to call off ‘A’ team fixtures.

After recording eight successive wins, our ‘A’ team got knocked out in the cup quarter-final
at Barrow. They were no doubt looking forward to the next match - Featherstone at home
in the league - to rid their systems of that cup defeat. Only 24 hours before kick-off, however,
the game was postponed because Rovers' cannot raise a team.’

Some clubs appear to be able to postpone fixtures whenever it suits them. This gives the
game a bad image and reflects badly on the Alliance competition.

| can only hope that the authorities look more closely at future fixture postponements
because the Alliance League and Cup competitions have an important part to play in Rugby
League.

All clubs benefit from regular Alliance fixtures, either by allowing first-team players to %ain
match fitness, helping young players in their learning process, or just providing healthy
competition for places.

Fortunately, the Featherstone match was rearranged for last Saturday, but it then clashed
with the televised cup semi-final from Burnden Park and would doubtless hit Oldham's Alliance
gate. So | urge all clubs in the Alliance to make a more determined effort to fulfil their fixtures,
as Oldham did when they took a hastily - organised side up to Barrow early in the season.

We need fixtures on a regular basis - and not just when it suits - if the Alliance is to retain

its credibility.
JACK DEARDEN

NEXT HOME Monday April 4th
MATCH Oldham v Runcorn

1"



GET THE

NEWS

Not just about Oldham but about

the teams they are competing
against.

In fact, the fullest coverage of
the Rugby League Scene
in the area.

Read
Jack MacNamara
and W
Alex Murphy? E

INTHE ~
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P=-TO-DATE

COMMERCIAL CORNER

(Development Office Topics with Ray Hill)

FORTY lucky Lifeline winners have won £10 - and a horse - in the Grand National
at Aintree on April 8. All the winners will be invited to a champagne buffet at
Watersheddings on the day of the big race to watch it on television - and see if
they are really in the money!

The holder of the winning horse will pick up £250 and there will be smaller prizes
for second place (£125), third place (E75) and fourth place (£25).

The 40 Lifeline members who are coming to the start for the Watersheddings
Grand National are as follows: 0251, A Reade; 0528,
Mrs J.Boote; 08685, P. Collier; 1355, R.Taylor; 0419, J.Pragg;
0708, B.Giddons; 0866, L.Marland; 0460, B.Davies; 0020, D.Cleaver;
1115, V. Brooks; 0418, E.Lowe; 0870, C.Maslem; 1282, V.Corr;
0022, P.Butterworth; 0708, E.Ainscough; 0875, B.Mitchell;
0833, P. Derbyshire; 1184, |.South, 0540, L.Buckley;
0522, S.Lawton; 0428, Two Counties Service Station; 1277, Diva Fashions:
1278, The Barber's Shop; 1140, J.Gaunt; 1530, A.Smith; 1108, A.Bennett;
0619, F.Shipman; 0103, Mrs. Livsey; 0465, Players' pool; 1161, E.Thornton;
0882, Service Mouldings; 1093, D.Ratcliffe; 0139, Dr.Atherton;
0464, Players’ pool; 0121,M.Marris; 1171, J.Welsby; 1466, M.Benson:
1601,S.Warner; 0730, S.Wons; 0556, L.Fletcher.

The recent sportsmen's lunch in the social club, at which England Cricketer
Allan Lamb and our own club captain Terry Flanagan were guests and speakers,
was a huge success and will probably be the forerunner of many more. More than
150 people sat down to lunch and when everything is finalised we expect to have
raised more than £1,000.

Meantime, we are delighted to report once more that our Lifeline and Cashline
figures are increasing all the time. Our projected rate of improvement for Lifeline
is 50 new members per week and we have been hitting those targets for the past
few weeks.

After today's game we have only one more home game in the Second Division -
against Runcorn on April 4 - before we hit at the premiership play-off.

It seems only like yesterday that the season started. Now, the end is in sight
and for us in the Development Association that means a heavy concentration on
ways and means of keeping our figures rising - and keeping the money coming in -
during the summer.

The success of that, to a large degree, depends on the loyalty and support of
our supporters, but you can rest assured that the Development Assaciation will
be doing all in its power to retain interest and make things as simple as possible

for paying-in etc.
RAY HILL
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We would like to thank all today’s sponsors:-

TODAY'S MATCH SPONSOR
NORTH MANCHESTER COMMERCIALS LTD

TODAY’S BALL SPONSOR
MOORSIDE METALS

TODAY’'S TEAM SPONSOR
JOHN BRIERLEY & SONS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

TODAY'S PROGRAMME SPONSOR
NORMAN LEISURE

MAN OF THE MATCH
MICHAEL FANNING CATERING SERVICES

Anyone interested in sponsoring, please contact Ray Hill,
Commercial Dept. Tel: 061 620 4870

RADIO 8 CARS

24 HOUR SERVICE

5,6, & 7 SEATER

633 2277
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THE BOSS TALKING...

(A personal view by Oldham coach Eric Fitzsimons)

AMONG our most consistent
performers this year have been Hugh
Waddell and Neil Clawson. It is clear
why the GB selectors have taken
interest in Hughie and if he continues
to work as he is doing I think there is
little doubt about him touring. Neil has
emerged from the dark this season. He
has taken his chance well and proved
his worth to more than one or two
‘doubting Thomases’. With a little more building, particularly in his
legs, Neil could go much further.

lan Sherratt also performed very well in his game at No.8 against
Workington. He is now ready for first-team football and that’s got to
be good news for the club. With Leo Casey proving his undoubted
worth at Featherstone, 1 am delighted at the genuine competition for
places in the pack. Gary Warnecke moved up to No.13 for the
Workington game and showed tremendous enthusiasm as usual. His
support play and general work rate make him a very valuable man to
have around.

The back line has performed with real credit and the standard of
attacking play has certainly improved. It holds great promise for what
lies ahead in the coming weeks.

One of the biggest problems in Rugby League has always been
scrummaging and we have had more than our share of them this
season at Oldham. My opinion on scrums is this : they are a restart,
and the team that has the advantage should get the ball. The rule to
give one side loose head and the other side the feed is nonsense. It
should be changed to give the attacking side the advantage. It is a
lottery when advantages are shared and inevitably results in a scrum
penalty. Referees are the main culprits for scrum problems. They have
the power to interpret the cause of breakdown and, in my opinion,
they should go towards the side with the advantage. As soon as both
sides realise that it is unlikely to deviate from that unless there is rank
bad play (e.g. kicking the ball to the other side from the second-row)
or blatant cheating (usually from scrum-half or hooker), then the game
can settle into some kind of pattern.

(continued on page 21)
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BUT TERWORTHS
p_ D Fish & Chips Cafe & Take Away

Bradbury i

Thurs-Fri-Sat Teas 4pm-6.30 pm.
Your Local

Video Recording Service nm@
Sports, Weddings, m
Farties, etc. CERAMIC ING SPECIALISTS
AMIC WAL s
In Full Colour and Sound TEL (MOSSLEY) 04575 4142

For the very best in traditional foods.

Open Mon-Sat Lunch 11.30 am-2pm

Tel. 061-665 2903

PROPRIETORS: ROGER MATTHEWS, DAVID FIELDHOUSE
143 STOCKPORT ROAD, MOSSLEY, OLS ORD.
telephone: 04575 4142

FOLLOWYOUR TEAM, HIRE . . .
THE PENNINE LOUNGE
For all Occasions

Hot & Cold Menus — Competitive Rates

MUMPS BRIDGE, OLDHAM
Contact Secretary Mr. Charlton or tel: 633 0614

ADAMSONS CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

THE MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REFPAIR
SPECIALISTS
APPROVED REPAIRERS FOR MOST

INSURANCE COMPANIES
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

] CASTLE Ml'LL STREET adl )W L'Z)ETOR
VBAA  2orrom o'Tii woos Bas s

061-620 5982 /624 1904
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APPEARANCES & SCORERS

SEASON 1987-88
(to date - 29 possible)

APPTS
(inc.Subs) T G

Atkinson K.
Irving R.
Hawkyard C.
Meadows K.
Edwards J.
Peters S.
KirwanP.
Sherrattl.
Sandersonl.
Waddell H.
Worrall M.
Graham M.
FlanaganT.
Round P.
ShermanP.
CopelandT.
MorrisonT.
Bardsley M.
MarsdenR.
Burke M.
WaishP.
Bates|.
Clawson N.
McCarthyB.
FoyD.
Robinson S.
NadiolaT.
WarneckeG.
MylerC.

Hall M.

Ford M.
McAlisterC.
LordP.
CaseylL.
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SILK CUT SWEATERS
A limited supply of top quality Silk Cut Challenge Cup sweaters are available. The grey lambswool
sweater features the official full colour Silk Cut Challenge Cup symbol with the words “Silk Cut
Challenge Cup”. Priced £14.95 plus £1.00 packing and postage, this collector's item is available
in chest sizes 34" - 46" from:
The Public Relations Department
The Rugby Football League
180 Chapeltown Road
LEEDS LS7 4HT

When applying please write your name and address on a plain piece of paper and sign it to confirm
that you are aged 18 or over.

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP FINAL TICKETS
Tickets for the 1988 Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final are priced at £25, £18, £12 for seating and
£7 for standing. Please forward order and remittance - plus a stamped addressed envelope to : -
The Ticket Office
The Rugby Football League
180 Chapeltown Road
LEEDS LS7 4HT
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OLDHAM RLFC FIXTURES & RESULTS 1987-88
Opponents  Att, F A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 n 12 13 14 15
Aug30 Whitehaven 3,122 20 . Atkinson 3G Irving Hawkyard Moadows Edwards Peters Kirwan T Graham Flanagen  Sherman  Round
Sep2  Keighley 3724 n -3 Atkinson 8G lrvingIT Hawkyard Meadows Edwards  Peters Kirwan Sherratt SandersoniT Worrall RoundIT  GrahamIT Flansgan Sherman  Waddell
Sep6  Bramley 2,851 46 -n Atkinson7GIT  lrving Hawkyard MeadowsIT Edwards  Peters Kirwan Sherratt Sanderson!T Waddell RoundIT  Worrall2T Gy A
Sep13 Warrington 5554 8 42 Atkinson 2G Irving Hawkyard MeadowsIT Edwards  Peters Kirwan Shermatt Sanderson  Waddell Round Worrall Graham Copeland  Morrison
Sep20 Springfield 3,1 2 -20 Atkinson 4G Irving Hawkyard IT Moadows IT Edwards  Peters Waddeil Round Graham FlanaganiT Bardsley  Marsden
Sep27 Doncaster 2,060 18 -20 Burke Irving Walsh BatesIT ClawsonIT Sanderson  Waddell RoundIT  Graham Fanagan  Bardsley  Worrall
Oct4  Huddersfield 1,729 26 4 Burke Irving Atkinson 3G McCarthy 2TMeadows  Walsh IT Kirwan Clawson Sanderson  Waddell RoundIT  Hawkyard GrahamIT Sherman  Flanagen
Oct11 Sheffield 3,774 44 -20 Burke 2T Irving Foy  McCarthyIT Meadows Walsh8GIT Kirwan T Clawson  Senderson Waddell Round2T Hawkyard GrahamIT Atkinson  Flansgan
Oct 18 Carlisle MATCH POSTPONED - NO NEW DATE YET
Oct25 Barrow 3925 36 R BurkelT lrving FoyIT N Kirwan Clawson  SandersoniT Waddell2T Round Hawkyard Graham Bates Flansgan
Nov1 Keighley 1787 12 -10 Burke Triakist Foy McCarthy IT Meadows Walsh2GIT Kirwan Clawson  Sanderson  Waddell Round Hawkyard Graham Bates Flanagan
Nov8 Fulham 319 36 8 Burke Trialist Foy McCarthy IT Moadows  Walsh6GIT Kirwan Clawson  SandersoniT Waddell Round2T HawkyardITGraham  Nadiols  Flansgan
(JPST-prakim)
Nov 15 Bradford 858 22 - Burke RobinsonIT  Foy McCarthy IT Mesdows Waish3GIT Peters Clawson  Sanderson  Waddell RoundIT  Hawkyard Graham Warnecke Flanagan
Nov22 Batley 2808 “ 0 Burke 3GIT Robinson FoyIT McCarthy IT Meadows Walsh3G  Peters Clawson Sanderson  WaddellIT Round3T  Graham Fanagan  Warnecke IT Nadiola
(JPST-3)
Nov28 Warrington 5,084 4 -10 Burke Walsh3G  Peters Clawson  Sanderson Waddell RoundIT  Graham FlanaganiT Mylec Bardsley
(JPST-3)
Dec6 Doncaster 3,551 ” 16 B i M. Walsh2G  Peters Clawson  Hali2T Bardsley  Round Graham Flanagan  Myler Morrison
Dec13 Barrow 1,800 14 -18 Burke Walsh3G  Hall Clawson  Sanderson Waddell Round Bardsley  Graham FoyIT Flansgan
Dec18 StHelens 8316 8 -18 Burke Nadiola Walsh Peters Clawson Sanderson Waddell Round Fanagan  Graham Myler Bardsley
(JPST-Semi)

Dec26 Rochdale 4,866 24 Burke FoyIT " Walsh4G Clawson  Sanderson WaddellIT Round Bardsley Graham Flanagan  Morrison
J Springfield 2,50 20 4 Burke " M ANO.IT  Foy Walsh4G  Clawson Sanderson WaddellIT Round Hawkyard Graham Flanagan  Bardsley
Jan10 Whitehaven 3,007 20 -20 Burke McCarthy FoyIT Walsh 7GIT Ford Clawson  Sanderson WaddellIT Hawkyard Graham Peters Flanagan  Bardsley
Jan17 Runcom m 34 -0 Burke IG Meadows 3T WameckeIT Foy2T ANO. Walsh2G  Ford Clawson  Sanderson Waddell Hawkyard GrahamIT Peters Flanagan  Round

24 Wakefield 5.107 0 20 Burks Foy M. 1T WalshIG Ford IT Clawson Sanderson Round Hawkyard Graham Paters McCarthy  Flanagan
Jan31 Warrington 7,540 7 Meadows LordIT Warnecke Foy McCarthy WalshiG Ford Clawson  Flanagan  Waddell Hawkyard Round Graham Morrison  Casey

(Cup)
Feb7 Workington 1,26’ 17 Meadows McCarthy Wamecke McAlisterIG FoyIT WalshIG Ford ClawsonIT Hall Waddell Hawkyard Graham Morrison  Flanagan  Round IT
Feb Carlisle 3387 2 -4 Burke T Foy IT Walsh3G  Ford Clawson  Flanagan!IT Waddell Round Hawkyard GrahamiT MecCarthy Casey
Feb21 | Featherstone 3,500 8 8 Burke Foy Waish2G  Ford Clawson  Flansgan  Waddell Round Hawkyard Graham Lord Casey
Fob28 Featherstone 5,804 S 8 Burke Foy IT Walsh3GIT Ford DG Clawson Flanegen  Waddell Round Hawkyard Graham Lord Sherratt
Mar6  Workington 2,866 38 o Burke Atkinson Foy2T McAllister Meadows IT Lord IT Sherratt FlanaganiT Waddell Clawson  Graham Wamecke Hawkyard Round
3Gar
Mar13: Bramley 1639 36 6 BurkeIT Foy Lord Ford2T Clawson Fanagan  WaddellIT Round Graham Warnecke Walsh Sheratt
Mar20 Huddersfield
Mar27 Sheffield
Apr1  Rochdale
Apr4  Runcorn
Apri0 Wakefiokd
Apr17 Cardisle
— —

Heat Seal Badges
Printed Scarves

Pennants

Armbands

Safety Helmet Stickers
Window Stickers

Specialists in
Sponsorship Garment
Printing
Tel: 061-624 0341

Telex:
627135

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 3LQ.

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED
Printed Badges
Printed Ties

T Shirts
Tea Towels
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Steel Stockholders
Decoilers and Shearers

Telephone:
& Restaurant
193 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328
PERFECT CHOICE
Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches
Welcome Bar Food
Excellent Dinner Choice
Delicious Anytime : Always Good Value
For that special treat we are hard to beat
Try our “Friday Fivers' Night
And Traditional Sunday Lunch

JPrince George Hotel
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SIMPSONS

ESTATE AGENTS

113 Union Street., Oldham 652 3311
Late Night Thurs. Open till 7 pm

Also at:—

14 Lees Rd., Mossley. Tel. Mossley 31111
63 High St., Uppermill. Tel, Saddleworth 4188
37 Market St., Shaw, Tel, 652 3311
8 Middleton Rd., Royton, Tel, 652 3311

J. W. MINTON
& CO.

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

95 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM OL4 4LY
59 MARKET STREET, SHAW, OLDHAM 0OL2 8NP
Telephones: 061-626 4297/061-626 4274

Telephone 061-834 0057

the SHIRTMAKERS
64 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN

SAXoR

STORAGE
EQUIPMENTLTD

For the supply of:
Clothes Lockers, Cupboards,
Filing Systems, Office Furniture,
B.S. Shelving, Pallet Racking,
Partitioning & Suspended Ceilings
— Competitive prices for
Office Stationery.

Goyt Mill, Upper Hibbert Lane, Marple, Stockport SK6 7HX.
Tel: 061-427 2143

PAUL STUART & Co.

(PENNINE HYDRAULICS)

BcorTs/ od

HOSE DISTRIBUTORS--RUBBER
P.V.C. TUBING COUPLINGS
Rubber Sheet, Sponge Rubber
Mouldings.

20 Commercial Rd.,

(off Greaves Street)

Oldham. OL1 1DD.
Tel. 620 4129

Mona Mill, Fields New Road,
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 8NY
Telephone: 061-624 9221/2/3 -
061-624 5291/2 Telex: 667357
FOR YOUR LOCAL & LONG
DISTANCE HAULAGE
CONTACT H. LUCAS

Alfred+:
__iaylor

YOUR LOCAL BUILDING MATERIAL CENTRES
JACKSON STREET HIGGINSHAW LANE
LEES ROYTON

061-652 4137 061-652 2318
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EDWARDS VEEDER
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Full Accountancy service to small businesses,
self employed & Limited Companies
*Taxation * VAT
*Inland Revenue * Investments
Enquiries *Company Accounts
*Book—Keeping
*PAYE Computerised
0616202133
Brunswick Square,
Union St., Oldham.
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THE BOSS TALKING... (continued)

They should lean heavily on the ‘offending side and not use scrums as an
opportunity to even things up. The league ruling for the last couple of seasons
has been interpreted by most (but not all) referees that the two packs should
be kept apart as long as possible, then it's down and ‘in’. What room is there
for team skill with this kind of application? There is certainly no need for
good binding and timing of push etc. All you need is (a) a good ‘chucker in’
and (b) a good ‘blocker off’ of the opposing hooker.

This season referees have got themselves into all sorts of problems by
some weird and wonderful interpretations. Against Workington, for example,
the ball rebounded straight out of the tunnel twice consecutively and the
referee said ‘play on’. On the third occasion he made the scrum-half put the
ball in again. The decision went against the same team on each occasion. Is
it any wonder players lose faith and respect and sometimes temper?

I have total support for a referee on the day. His authority must be absolute
and all my players have the same instructions - "Even when he’s wrong, he's
right!” Scrummaging is never going to be A.O.K. but I think referees would
not go far wrong if they stuck to the ‘advantage’ theory and treated the good
tactical kick up to fifth tackle as an attacking advantage.

Nice to see two local lads doing so well with the whistle this season - Alan
Burke, whois getting a lot of league fixtures, and Johnny Blair, an old favourite
at 'Sheddings who is catching the eye with some sound refereeing also. Keep

it up, lads, the town is prouud of you!
ERIC FITZSIMONS

NORMAN LEISURE

GRAINS ROAD SHAW TEL: 0706 841460

TOTAL SPORTS
FACILITIES

THE

BOATYARD

RESTAURANT
GRAINS ROAD
SHAW

TEL:0706 841-460

BADMINTON



DIRECT FROM THE BOARD

(A regular feature in which a
member of the board takes you
behind the scenes)

THIS WEEK - DAVID GARDNER

4. )

TR o
WHAT makes this season unique! Throughout the winter we have not had one game at

Watersheddings postponed - and that must be something of a record. The heavy pitches,

however, have proved a great leveller and that's something that must be considered when
looking at performances.

I Our ‘A’ team has been doing exceptionally well of late, so full marks to all concerned -
and full marks, too, to Charlies McAlister, who is proving to be a very exciting player in
! his first season as a professional.

Charlie is one of those players who the fans love to see - big, strong, often unorthodox,
and always exciting.
T i ) Our fans are continuing to support us in great numbers and, with a little more time and
aa| (N ) a little more patience on their part, | am sure we will provide a team that can make everybody
proud to be associated with the club.

Next season, in the first Division, we will be battling hard to establish ourselves in the
top flight and, hopefully, have a good run in the Challenge Cup.

AOUISIMNNNN

Could it be Wembley? | think most League fans would like to see us make it to London
for the very first time. It's within our reach and we will be striving for it - particularly if we
get a great response to the sale of shares in the new company.

DAVID GARDNER

BROCKBANK of ALTRINCHAM
WE'RE ONLY HALF-AN-HOUR
FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!

St. James
Service Station

Huddersfield Road, Oldham.
Tel: 061-652 0268

® GREAT SERVICE @
© GREAT DEALS ¢

/; AUTNORISED MOBILITY
) SCNEME DEALER

Sl
el

P S TEXACO

N

Quality Petrol, Oil and
Accessories

———0F
ALTRINCHAM

Guaranteed Used Cars,

South Manchester's Nissan Centre
16 STOCKPORT ROAD, ALTRINCHAM, CHESHIRE. ©061-928 7899
Open 9am-8pm Weekdays. 9am-5pm Saturdays. 11am-5pm Sundays

Servicing and Repairs.




D Leigh Transport —2ense &

an

Navigation Street,

Howley, Warrington,

Cheshire. Tel: 0925 31186

RAY & SHAUN LEIGH Telex: 627665

NEW CROSS
MOTORS

NEW CROSS
OLDHAM ROAD
MANCHESTER
Tel. 8325194

FAIRFIELD
MOTORS

BEECHES SERVICE STATION
793 ASHTON ROAD
OLDHAM
CARS TO SUIT ALL POCKETS
Tel. 624 1167

FAIRWAY AND GRUNDY
(INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES) LTD.
HOPE ST.,

SALFORD.

Suppliers of Industrial Hose, Rubber Products
Contractor Tools
Protective Clothing
Lubricants
Gas Equipment
Janitorial Supplies
Hazard Warning

061-745-7474 Equipment

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
TO THE PROPERTY OWNER

RYDER &
DUTTON

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS SURVEYORS
11/15 UNION STREET

OLDHAM OL1 1HA
TELEPHONE : 061-652 1231

GREYHOUND GARAGE

CROSS STREET
SALE.
CHESHIRE

Top Car Deals To Top
Rugby League Supporters

WOODLANDS GARAGES (H.M.) LTD.,
602 DIDSBURY ROAD
HEATON MERSEY
061-432-4927
AND
BARTON LANE ECCLES
061-789-6571
F'ree Radio and Road Tax On
Production Of This Advert
When You Buy From Us
QUALITY CARS UNDER £3999
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HOME SECURITY CENTRE
92 BRIDGE ST.
WARRINGTON

CHESHIRE
WA1 2RF

For Complete Security
Home or Business
Contact Ivor Jensen
WARRINGTON 571550
DISTANCE NO OBJECT

CORKY’S COMMENTS...

(lain MacCorquodale on the local scene)

Spotlight on the junior town team - a good season to date under the guidance of Paul
Scott with a Lancs semi-final spot at West Cumbria already secured and a probable runners-
up spot in the league, having secured victories over Widnes, Leigh, Warrington, St. Helens,
Dewsbury and Castleford but, alas not against Wigan this year. It's the third successive
season that the juniors have been coached by a man from the senior section - myself and
Fred Laughton in the last two - but hopes are high that next year the recent revival in the
junior section, helped by an upsurge in teacher interest and some fine promotional work by
the Oldham professionals, will encourage junior school teachers to come forward to do the
coaching and the essential backroom work, such as sorting out grounds, kit, food, referees
etc.

Captained by lan Knott of Parish Church, the squad includes Craig Barker, Nigel
Donbavand (Mayfield), Damian Munro, David Milne (St Edwards), Christian Wheeler
(Watersheddings),Paul Highton, Paul Sculthorpe (Thorpe), Craig Dockray (St Georges)
Daniel Kearns, Martin Whitehead (Sacred Heart), lan Sinfield, lan Mullin (Knotts Lane),
Paul Jackson (Leesfield), Michael Slicker (St Anne's), Stephen Crowther (St Paul's), Chris
Ardern (Holden Clough), Steven Charlesworth (Werneth), Richard Cheetham (Our Lady's).

Fourteen schools are represented and this is a pleasing change from only a couple of
seasons ago when Watersheddings, St Edward's and Greenfield provided two-thirds of the
boys and it shows how many boys are being introduced to the game by the local amateur
clubs and not by the schools. Although inter-school fixtures are now taking place in greater
numbers, the introduction to Rugby League is most likely to occur through a local club with
their ever-increasing number of willing coaches, referees and helpers from among the boys'
parents.

These boys played a curtain-raiser earlier in the season, more than half have acted as
bell-boys and at the end of the season it is hoped to give them the opportunity of showing
their skills to you again with another fixture. We are aware of the tremendous support
many local people give the team and we regularly hear of the efforts people go to to support
the sides. James Buckley of Newroyd Ave. is one such supporter and since March B, 1983,
when Oldham played Leigh, he has not missed a single first-team game and has now notched
up 188 consecutive first-team games. If anyone can beat that, please let us know at the club.

Muriel Kirwan's fine detective work has located more than 70 professionals who used to
play for Oldham Schools, but she is anxious that none should slip the net for her special
'do’ at Uppermill Civil in April. Stan McCormick, that fine winger of yesteryear, now resident
in St.Helens, will be just one of the many stars present.

Congratulations to Richard Russell of Wigan, one of my former pupils at Fitton Hill, who
was due to play for the GB under-21 side at St Helens yesterday. | vividly remember many
of his fine performances, first for Watersheddings Junior School and later for Fitton Hill
and Oldham Schools and, in particular, an absolutely brilliant pass while playing for Oldham
Schools in France at under-15 level.

In this match a team of boys seemed to become a team of men during the course of a
game and showed such character that they won a fixture that really they had no hope of
winning. It just shows what determination and team spirit can achieve. Richard's parents,
Jim and Pauline, have been great allies of schoolboy rugby and their two other sons are
keen players too, with Nick starring for St.Anne's under-17s while Philip plays for Oldham
Juniors under-13 and Lancashire despite being one of the youngest players in the year.

Special thanks to four regulars from the Phoenix - Alan Fitton, Vinnie McHugh, Kevin
Huntington and ‘Cockney' Duncan - who have sold raffle tickets for a ball autographed by
the ex players and are going to buy our youngsters the best seat tickets for the third Test
in Sydney on July 8. A great gesture which the boys really appreciate.
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HERE COME HUDDERSFIELD

BEING truly realistic Huddersfield must feel they have a mountain to climb to
reverse, in today's game at Watersheddings, the heavy defeat they suffered by
Oldham at Arena '84 - we still prefer Fartown - early in the season.

Huddersfield's win at Batley on February 21 was the club's first away victory
in more than 12 months, but it must certainly have increased confidence and
morale because the Mount Pleasant success was followed by victories over
Rochdale at home and Fulham away.

All this followed a disastrous 48-0 drubbing at York - the team's worst perfor-

mance for a long time - which resulted in a players’ meeting and a resolve to

make sure that such a pasting would not happen again.

In-and-out form has been typical of what Huddersfield have achieved this
season. A successful run in November, producing wins over Batley, Carlisle and
Fulham, raised hopes of better things to come, but defeat in the next match at
Runcorn had a disheartening affect and the team then went from mid-November
to mid-February without a win.

Seven defeats in a row - six in the league and one in the cup - preceded a
home draw with Whitehaven on January 31 before the disaster at York, where-
upon things began to improve.

Full back is Scott Hamilton, an Aussie from Brisbane, and the only surviving
Fartown Aussie from the three who joined the club in early season.

The centres and wings are all local lads, with colts internationals in centres
Anthony Farrelland lan Thomas, a Flayer who has often been linked with Oldham
in the past. Farrell was due to play for Great Britain colts against France at

(continued on page 27)

Pullen Pumps Service Division
Offers the best, cost effective service in the
maintenance and repair of pumps and L‘%
control equipment.
Call us on 092-575-6000 or 5201

Northern Service Centre
11 Eagle Brow, Lymm, Cheshire. Telex: 627956
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HERE COME HUDDERSFIELD ccontinued)

St Helens yesterday, so Huddersfield will be hoping he came through to take his
place in today's line-up.

Stand-off Anthony Edwards, last year's player of the year is another ex-colt, while
scrum-half Gary Meehan is a Bradford lad, who was once on Northern's books and
has also played for the now defunct Kent Invicta club.

Prop Jimmy Johnson took over from Mick Bostock as club captain a few weeks
ago. A long-serving stalwart in his testimonial year, Johnson was a hero of the recent
win over Rochdale when he dropped the winning goal in a 23-22 success.

The hooking job rests between Phil Huck and Billy Cook, while former Keighley
forward Neil Wood and ex-Oldham colt Dennis Fitzpatrick will jostle for the No.10
jersey. Andy Dickinson, signed from the same amateur club that produced Tom
Nadiola (Browns), will link up with another former Oldham colt, Frank Sim son, in
the second-row, with Simon Kenworthy, a Huddersfield lad signed from Underbank,
the favourite to wear the No.13 jersey.

It would take one of the biggest shocks of the season for the Fartown lads to win
against title-chasing Oldham toda%, and the home side will be out to pile up the
points in a bid to cut the points difference leeway on title rivals Wakefield Trinity.

TELEPHONE (061) 624 5329/ (061) 652 0204
THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW MONEY MATTERS SHOPACHECK
FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
DIVISIONAL OFFICE
17 UNION STREET
OLDHAM, GREATER MANCHESTER 0OL1 1HA
SHOPACHECK BRANCHES: HYDE, ROCHDALE, BURY, BOLTON, STOCKPORT,

Oldham Water

ALL SEASONS HOUSE, w
PARK ROAD, OLDHAM. ,
TEL: 061-626 0574

Specialists In : —

100% WATERPROOF CLOTHING
THERMAL SOCKS & CLOTHING
WINTER WARM JACKETS
Also equipment for : —
WALKERS, SKIERS, WATERSKIERS
SAILORS, DIVERS, WINDSURFERS,
CANOEISTS
10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF
THIS AD.

GOOD TAST

delicatessen

£5.95 Special..... 12" Pizza

2 Jacket Potatoes, Tub of Coleslaw
Bottle of Wine
Open 10 am - 10 pm Monday - Saturday Sunday 12 noon
-7
Home Doliveri:": Charge 50p

PHONE OR CALL AFTER THE GAME
93 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM
ORDERS TAKEN BY PHONE, PLEASE RING

061-626 1279

27



PRESS BOX CHATTER ﬁ
.l;v ;'ﬂ'

(Roger Halstead, Oldham Evening Chronicle) ;»*\{ /vj
=

DAVID TOPLISS'S prediction that the Second Division title could well be won on points difference looms
closer as we hit the final run-in.

If Oldham win all their remaining games, including victory at Wakefield, and Trinity do not slip up in any more
matches, the title will hinge on which club has the better scoring and defensive record.

At present Trinity are ahead by 64 Somts, Oldham losing ground last weekend when they won 36-16 at
Bramiey as Wakefield beat Fulham 32-0 at Belle Vue.

| saw Trinity beat Rochdale Hornets a few days earlier. The score of 18-8 flattered the Yorkshiremen, but it
was also indicative of their willingness to work hard on defence to restrict the eager Hornets to 8 points.

Now Oldham must now be kicking themselves for letting Workington in for that ‘soft’ try in the last home
game and, more particularly, for easing off to let Bramley score 18 points without reply last week at McLaren
Field.

Twenty points saved there would have cut Trinity's lead to 44, As it is, Oldham now have a mountain to climb
to turn that deficit into a points lead.

Every chance must be taken on attack and the defence must work overtime in a bid to 'nil’ the opposition.
If not, Oldham could win at Wakefield - and still miss out on the title.

MATCH REPORTS

ROGER HALSTEAD

Oldham v Workington

A terrific exhibition of centre play by Charlie McAlister was the highlight of our 38-10 win over Workington
at Watersheddings. We scored eight tries in terrible conditions and big Charlie had a hand in most of them.

An indication of the quality football we played, particularly in a half-hour spell either side of half-time, was
the fact that the backs scored seven of the eight tries through Kevin Meadows, Keith Atkinson (2), Des Foy
(2), Mike Ford and Paul Lord, Terry Flanagan being the odd man out.

We started off badly in the first 20 minutes and in the last 20 minutes we struggled for ball, otherwise we
would doubtless have scored a lot more points - and points could be crucial in the title race at the end of the
season.

Bramley v Oldham

We roared into a 30-0 interval lead on another gluepot pitch - and then let Bramley back into the game by
scoring 16 points without reply. Those 16 points might well prove the difference between finishing as champions
and finishing as runners-up.

Our first-half performance was great stuff and we scored five tries through Mal Graham, Mick Burke, Mike
Ford (2) and Kevin Meadows but, incredibly, we then had to wait until the last five minutes before we added
to our try tally when Hugh Waddell crossed.

A lack of concentration on Oldham's part, a much more determined display from Bramley, and a second-half
penalty count of 9-3 in Bramley's favour all had a bearing on the big about-turn.

PROGRAMME DESIGNED
AND PRODUCED BY
UNIQUE OFFER !!! CHEADLE PUBLISHING
A BOARD AROUND THE GROUND THIS | ED/TED BY ROGER HALSTEAD
SEASON AND NEXT — THE SAME PRICE! PRINTED BY SANDYPRESS

All Enquiries to:
PROMOTE YOUR COMPANY. ACT NOW! Cheadle Publishing
Phone: Commercial Dept. 31 Park Lodge Close
RAY HILL on: 620 — 4870 Cheadle
Cheshire
061—428-3566
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FOR TIMBER

NEW TIMBER
LOWES T PR'CES

Head Office: Medlock Sawmills, Shaw Road, Oldham. Tel: 061-652 5421. Telex: 666505
Depots at: Manchester 061-834 8505 - Rochdale 47208 + Ashton 061-308 3746
Oldham 061-620 2128 + Bury 061-761 6416 + Sale 061-973 9578




