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FIRST ROUND

SUNDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 1987
KICK-OFF 3.00 P.M.




OUR NEW KIT SUPPLIERS

No.T MILL

HALLIWELL IND. ESTATE
WAPPING STREET
BOLTON BL1 8DP
ENGLAND

Tel: (0204) 492614

Telex: 946240 C. WEASY G.

Quoting 19016860

REPLICAS AND KITS SUPPLIED:-
CONTACT RAY HILL, COMMERCIAL DEPT.

Oldham Rugby League Football Club
THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

Directors : H. Ashworth, D. Gardner
J. Knox, A.G. Pache
Secretary: Mrs. A. Lees
Administration Manager: E. Bayliss

Coaching Staff : E. Fitzsimons, M. Graham
I. MacCorquodale

Professional Playing Staff
K. Atkinson, M. Bardsley, 1. Bates, L. Casey, C. Chisnall, N. Clawson, J. Edwards,
M. Fairbank, T. Flanagan, T. Foley, D. Foy, M. Graham, M. Hall, C. Hawkyard,
R. Irving, P. Kirwan, P. Lord, R. Marsden, K. Meadows, A. Morrison, C. Myler,
J. Ogburn, M. Parrish, S. Patterson, S. Peters, P. Round, P. Sherman, I. Sherratt,
P. Walsh, M. Burke, I. Sanderson, H. Waddell, P. Lowndes, T. Naidole.

B. McCarthy, A. Copeland
Hon. Doctors: Dr. Grey, Dr. Johnson Dental Surgeon: Mr N. Gibbison

Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr H. Thompson, Mr D. Walker
Physiotherapist: Mr A. Bonnelle Asst. Phsyiotherapist: Mr J. Watkins
Commercial Manager: R. Hill Official Timekeeper: J. Roscoe

Official Sin Bin Man: David Whitehead

( N )
CLUB RECORDS CLUB HONOURS
Record Victory: 67-6 v Liverpool City, April, 1959 Rugby League Championship Play-off Winners:
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull KR, September, 1978 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57

an: 1906-07 7. 4 91.99
Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield Runners-up: 1906 lh].()l?;t.l_nrﬂx. 1908-09, 1921-22,
24 February, 1912 954-55

Record Recelpts: 530,388 70 v Wigan, First Division Champlons: 1904-05
4th February, 1987 Second Division Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82
Record Transfer Fee Paid: £65,000 to Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99,
St. Helen's for Paul Round August 1987 1924-25, 1926-27
Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24, 1925-26
1921-22 season Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11
Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57,
1957-58 season 1957-58, 1958-59
Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,
v Liverpool City, April, 1959 1954-55, 1966-67, 1968-69, 1986-87
First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08,

Highest number of points scored: 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
, Bernard Ganley, 2,881 Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,

Most Appearances: loe Ferguson, 685 1923-24, 1954-55
Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233 Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76, 1979-80

Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182 Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80
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HARVEY ASHWORTH

MANCHESTER LTD.

BRIMAUR
CAR SALES

THE TRADE CENTRE
8 BURY ROAD, RADCLIFFE,

- Wholesale Butchers -

STALL No. 25 26

THE ABATTOIR
RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10
Telephone: 061-223 2097

ELITE PRINTS | oSBORNE

ALL PICTURE FRAMES -

Bespoke Framers, MEE
Personal g
Photographs
Framed, Good Quality
and Equally BEST DEALS ANYWHERE ON NEW
Good Price! & USED CARS

Unit 7, Acord Centre, Oldham
Phone: 061-626 3670

Bradbury's

OF OLDHAM !

WE'VE GOT THE LOT
UNDER ONE ROOF!
@ PLUMBING & HEATING _
@ IRONMONGERY @ ELECTRICAL [
@ TOOLS @ FASTENINGS
@ GLASS @ SHOWROOM ! '
@ HEAVYSIDE BUILDING & TIMBER or,

Bradbury’s £% o |
BUILDING MATERIALS SUPPLIES "“-’*y i
COLDHURSTST., OLDHAM OLI 2PX

Telephone

061-624 9481 "cre= s sziiim

Roch Valley Way, Rochdale. Tel: 0706-32012

RUANERSIRRDE

Kirwan

CAREER WITH OLDHAM

Date signed on: June 17, 1979

Debut: v Huddersfield (A)
4.11.79 (non—playing).
substitute,

Appearances: 171

Tries: 34

Goals: 0

Drop goals: 0

Total points: 119

Note: Changes in the value of the try,
from three points to four, mean that the
above figures will not tally on present—day
values,

PLAYER PROFILE NO. 4

Full Name Michael Patrick Kirwan

Nick Name: Cast—iron Kirwan

Birthdate: 25-3-61

Birthplace: Oldham

Marital status: Debbie/sons Neil,
Adam

Occupation: Civil engineer

Car: Volvo

Fav. TV

Show: Hello Hello

Fav. Film: Midnight Express

Fav. Music:  Diana Ross

Fav. Food/

Drink: Curry rice, coffee

Fav. Reading: Leon Uris

Hobbies: Squash

Fav. Other

Sports: Soccer

Likes about

game: Friends made

Dislikes about

game: Monday mornings

Superstitions: None

Fav. position: Scrum—half

Fav. ground: Warrington

Best moment: Picked for GB Colts

Worst Torn ligament

moment: (v Halifax)

Hardest player

to tackle: Neil Holding

Hardest

tackler: Kevin Tamati

Fav. all—time

player: Roger Millward

AUTOGRAPH: —




_ Over150years of
independent brewing.

RODUCES SUCCESS LIKE THIS:

1976 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP. Slalom Lager — voted best overall lager
1976 BREWEX GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager — voted best draught lager Class |
1978 B.B.. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA, Slalom Lager - for bottled lager
1978 B.B.|. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D - voted best bottled lager — Diat Beer Class
1978 B.B.. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom D - voted best bottled lager - Extra Strong Class
1980 BREWEX SILVER MEDAL. Slalom Lager — for draught lager
1982 B.BI AWARDS SILVER MEDAL & DIPLOMA. Slalom Export Lager
1983 BREWEX BRONZE MEDAL. Slalom D draught lager
1983 BREWEX CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS. Voted best international bottled lager
1983 BREWEX MEDAL AND DIPLOMA. Slalom Lager — Best in Class One
for bottled lager :
1983 B.B.. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL. Slalom Lager - First in
Class for bottled lager
1983 B.B.. AWARDS SILVER MEDAL. Slalom D -
for bottled lager
1983 B.B.l. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE
Slalom International Strong Lager — for bottled lager
1983 B.B.. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE
Slalom D - for bottled lager
1983 B.B.I. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF EXCELLENCE
Slalom Lager - for packaging and bottle dress
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID. Gold Medal
with Palm Leaves and Ceruficate
Slalom International - for bottled lager
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID
Gold Medal and Certificate
Slalom D - for bottled lager
1984 MONDE SELECTION MADRID
Gold Medal and Certificate
Slalom Lager - for bottled lager

AND IN THE LATEST B.B.I. EXPORT
COMPETITION. FEBRUARY 1986
1986 B.B.l. AWARDS GOLD MEDAL -
Theakston Best Bitter — for bottled beer
1986 B.B... AWARDS SILVER MEDAL -
Slalom International — for bottled lager
1986 B.B.|. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF
EXCELLENCE -

John Peel Export — for bottled beer.
1986 B.B.l. AWARDS DIPLOMA OF
EXCELLENCE -

Theakston Old Peculier— for bottled beer.

Matthew
Brown %

Simpsons

LEEWAY
LTD.

CAR DISCOUNT CENTRE

AMAZING CARS
AMAZING PRICES

122 WITHINGTON ROAD
MANCHESTER, MIl6 8FB

Unit 2, Belgrave Mills,

HATHERSHAW,

OLDHAM., §
B BT Telephone:

678 — 9537 061-226 2235

THE 1987-88 JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL
TROPHY COMPETITION

THIS IS THE 17th SEASON OF THE JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL TROPHY AND THE
21ST YEAR OF IMPERIAL TOBACCO'S INVOLVMENT WITH THE RUGBY
LEAGUE, TO MARK THIS ANNIVERSARY, THE LEAGUE'S LONGEST RUNNING
SPONSORS HAVE INCREASED THE VALUE OF THEIR SUPPORT BY 76%
TAKING THIS SEASON'S SPONSORSHIP TO A RECORD £150,000. THIS IS
DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS — £85,000 IN PRIZE MONEY FOR THE JOHN
PLAYER SPECIAL TROPHY COMPETITION AND £65,000 TO THE LEAGUES
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND, THE INCREASED SUPPORT IS PART OF A
NEW TWO-YEAR AGREEMENT WORTH A TOTAL OF £320,000 AND WILL
TAKE IMPERIAL TOBACCO'S SPONSORSHIP OF RUGBY LEAGUE SINCE 1967
PAST THE £1 MILLION MARK,

THE PRIZE STRUCTURE FOR THIS YEAR'S COMPETITION IS:—

1986/87
PRELIMINARY ROUND — £1,100 each club £800
FIRST ROUND - £1,100 to losers £800
SECOND ROUND £1,600 to losers £1,100
THIRD ROUND — £2,825 to losers £1,700
SEMI—-FINALS - £4,750 to losers £3,000
RUNNERS—-UP - £9,000 £6,000
WINNER — £16,000 £12,000
THE ROUND BY ROUND DATES, INCLUDING TODAY S ARE:—
FIRST ROUND — WEEKEND OF 14/15 NOVEMBER 1987
SECOND ROUND - WEEKEND OF 21/22 NOVEMBER 1987
THIRD ROUND - WEEKEND OF 28/29 NOVEMBER 1987
FIRST SEMI—-FINAL — SATURDAY, 12 DECEMBER 1987
SECOND SEMI—-FINAL SATURDAY, 19 DECEMBER 1987

FINAL - SATURDAY, 9 JANUARY 1988

BOTH SEMI FINALS AND THE FINAL WILL BE PLAYED AT NEUTRAL VENUES



Contracts - Hospitals - Airports - Stations - 7 Seater Mini-Bus

SCHOFIELDS

330 4155/656.7/1704/6005

Taxis & Private Hire
WE NEVER CLOSE
22 OLD STREET, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE

DISCO PUBS

Mine Hosts: Archie and Joan

BULLS HEAD

GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM. Tel: 624 7264 — Bed & Breakfast

QUALITY FOIL PRINTING

Selfstyle

Business Cards Stationery
Promotional Gifts

56, ACORN CENTRE, BARRY STREET, OLDHAM, OL1 3NE
061-626 7926 (24 hrs)

Jp MATCH REPORT

Oldham v Fulham
(Preliminary round, John Player Special Trophy)

A crowd of more than 3,000 saw Oldham make progress to the first round of the
John Player Special Trophy with a 36—8 win over Fulham at Watersheddings last
Sunday in a match marred by the serious leg injury received by Paddy Kirwan.

Although Fulham tried desperately hard and had the advantage of a lot of ball
from the scrums, they rarely threatened to break down our defence once Mick Burke
had twice come to the rescue early on by smothering dangerous little chips from Huw
Rees.

Oldham led 12—2 at the interval and took a firm grip afterwards to finish up
with six goals from Peter Walsh and six tries from Colin Hawkyard, Paul Round (2),
Ian Sanderson, Peter Walsh, and Bryan McCarthy.

Paul Round won the John Player man—of—the—match award, chosen by the
Press, and there were other contenders in Mick Burke, Peter Walsh, and forwards
Colin Hawkyard and Mal Graham, both of whom worked desperately hard to top the
tackle count with a narrow lead over lan Sanderson.

A Slice gf Chradition

The Park Cake Bakeries Limited
Ashton Road, Oldham, Lancashire OL8 2ND Telephone 061-633 1181 Telex 668738



TOWNFIELD SERVICE
STATION

MOT TESTING
STATION

TESTS WHILE - U- WAIT
NEW & USED CARS FOR
SALE
RESPRAYS
WELDING

ALLTYPES OF MECHANICAL
REPAIRS

061-624 9387

FOR AN EARLY
MORNING DELIVERY
SERVICE OF MILK
& DAIRY PRODUCE

We have gotta lotta bottle

your Doorstep
TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’s Service

TRUECLEAN
LTD.

CONTRACT CLEANING
SERVICES.

Professional carpet and
upholstery cleaning.

Recommended by Top Carpet &
Furniture Shops throughout the
Northwest.

Flood, Fire, Smoke,
Insurance work undertaken.

Tel. 061 370 4095
061 682 9808 Evenings & weekends

For all your chemist sundries,
Cosmetics and toiletries

E. YATES

‘WATERSHEDDINGS SCENFE’

NUMARK

CHEMIST

(Proprietor: Malcolm S. Fagelman)

831 Hollins Road
Hollinwood
Oldham
Telephone: 681 1291

Established over 50 years

(News and views from inside the club)

IAIN MacCORQUODALE

A tribute to the work being done at schoolboy level by our assistant coach
lain MacCorquodale comes from Ray French, the former Great Britain RL and British Lions RU
international who is now the BBC commentator and RL correspondent for Today and the Rugby
Leaguer,

Ray watched the display put on by Oldham boys before the Test against Papua New Guinea
and wrote as follows in his Leaguer column:

“"Despite preparations for the TV broadcast of the Test match | managed to sneak a view of
the Oldham lads who were displaying their skills at Central Park.”

‘““Noting that the lads were in the charge of my ex—teaching colleague lain MacCorquodale,
who did some fine work for my school junior teams, | knew the quality would be first class.”

“| was not disappointed. Well done, all concerned. You were a credit to what can be
achieved from sensible and sympathetic coaching by men who know what they are doing.”

IAN BATES

We are sorry to report that lan Bates, our popular little scrum—half from Dewsbury, faces a
lay—off of several weeks after an accident in training.

lan fell awkwardly during a training routine and his shoulder came into contact with
Leo Casey’'s knee, lan was immediately in great pain and the worst fears were confirmed the
following day when x—rays showed that he had fractured a bone in his shoulder.

“The doctors have told me it will take at least three weeks to heal and possibly longer.”
says lan, “but | will be doing everything possible to see that | am training again soon.”

GARY WARNECKE

Gary Warnecke, the Aussie centre who played for the club last season and the season before
that, is back in the area after spending several months in Europe and he has been having talks
about a possible return to Watersheddings.

He was due to have played in the ‘A’ team against Rochdale last Thursday evening and by
the time these notes are read definite decisions may have been made, one way or the other,

STEVE ROBINSON

Many supporters were probably taken by surprise at the appearance of the Saddleworth
winger Steve Robinson in the No 2 jersey when we played at Keighley a fortnight ago.

Seven days before that, 24 —year—old Steve scored a hat—trick of tries for Rangers in their
terrific Lancashire Cup win over Blackbrook, the holders, in St Helens and his performance
coincided with the decision to give Richard Irving a well—earned rest,

The Oldham club invited local lad Steve for a trial at Lawkholme Lane, after which it was
agreed by all concerned that he would have another game against Fulham last Sunday in the
John Player Special Trophy.

Underlining the co-—operation that is now evident at all levels of the game in Oldham,
Rangers coach Ray Hicks was only too happy to leave Steve out of his side at Worth Village
last Saturday to give him the best possible preparation for his big match on Watersheddings
the following day,

FRENCH TRIP

There is a possibility that the club may be making a trip to France at the end of the season.
A prominent figure in the French game was a spectator at our match against Barrow, as a guest
of former club official Keith Potter, and he invited the club to go to France next May to play
against the Limoux club.

The board of directors are currently considering the suggestion and providing the cost is
not exhorbitant the trip may well come off as it has the support, in principle, of senior coach
Eric Fitzsimons, who believes there are several benefits to be derived from establishing good
relationships with the game across the Channel.

COACHING POSTERS

A new series of four top—class, full colour posters on coaching is now available. The action
posters, measuring approximately 26™ x 20", have been produced by the National Coaching
Scheme and are ideal for display in the home, office or club.

Prices £1.75 each, or £7 for the set, plus £1 packing and postage, they are available from
Phil Larder, Rugby League National Coaching Scheme, Britannic Building, 3 Upperhead Road,
Huddersfield HD1 2JL.




FLASHBACK

FAGE IN THE GROWD

DO YOU REMEMBER?

A regular feature in which we delve into the photographic files
of the Oldham Evening Chronicle. This week: Golden Oldies!

Y

1. The Oldham players celebrate after winning the Second Division title with a victory
over Hunslet at Batley on May 6, 1982.

R A
2. Sunday, August 12, 1979 — and Phil Larder, now the game's National Director of

Coaching, makes a break for Oldham against St. Helens,

3. Oldham v St. Helens again, this time on February 6, 1983. A young Terry Flanagan in
action, with Des Foy and Alan Platt to his right,
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JACK DEARDEN — our man on the terraces

IT is always nice to be able to write about
good news — especially on injuries — so a special
mention today for three players, one past and
two present.

Firstly, big lan Sherratt, who is over the
worst after his glandular fever, and was a
spectator when we won at Keighley a fortnight
ago. Says lan : “The medical experts think |
contracted the illness in Australia, although they
cannot be sure.”’

“One thing is for sure: I've got itchy feet to play again and, with luck, | will be
able to start training about Christmas. | will have to build myself up, though, because
I’'m two stones lighter."”

Secondly, little Steve Patterson. After two years out of the game with a back
injury, Steve made a terrific comeback in the recent ‘A’ team game against Dewsbury
and one hopes that he now has much better luck as he starts to rebuild his promising
career.

The former player | want to refer to is that great ex-stalwart Fred Hall, whose son
Martin is the ‘A’ team captain.

Says Martin: “Although still nowhere near fully recovered, he is making some
progress. He always attends ‘A’ team matches and still manages to give me encourage—
ment.”’

Fred was not only a popular past player, but a well—liked and respected Oldhamer
throughout the town and we all look forward to his continued progress.

On the playing side, it is good to see that Mick Burke has signed a three—year
contract and I’m sure we can all look forward to seeing him produce the sort of top—
class displays that earned him so many honours in the game.

The transfer—listing of nine players will have surprised some of our fans but
Eric Fitzsimons has now completed his “honeymoon period” and has decided to
examine certain longer—term issues.

The Great Britain team made a sound start to the season with a 42—0 win over
Papua New Guinea, but | was surprised to hear of Paul Groves's sudden move up the
ladder.

From the relative obscurity of ‘A’ team Football at Salford, he was transferred to
St. Helens, got a game for Lancashire, and suddenly found himself in the Test team.

If Beardmore is unavailable, we are obviously struggling for cover but, with
limited choice, | think Mal Reilly could do himself a favour by having a look at our
own lan Sanderson, who must have been bitterly disappointed at not breaking into the
Lancashire squad.

Finally, a word about the Kiwi referee who handled the Barrow game. He pleased
a lot of supporters by allowing the game to flow and not interfering unless absolutely
necessary. He handled a couple of explosive situations well, although he did have a few
problems with the scrums.

JACK DEARDEN

NEXT HOME SEE LOCAL
MATCH PRESS

1"
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CORKY’S COMMENTS...

Iain McCorquodale — on the local scene.

BEFORE today’s game against Bradford the Oldham schoolboys will give a 20—minute
display which will be similar to the one they put on before the Great Britain v Papua New Guinea
Test match at Wigan,

A total of 26 boys have represented the team this year and there is no doubt that there are
& some stars of the future in this list :

Richard Badby, Richard Barber, Martin Birch, Lee Bradbury, Matthew Collins,
Craig Dobb, Joe Diveney, Jonathan Eastwood, Chris Eckersley, Antony Grimshaw,
Martin Hawkyard, Daniel Lovett, Andrew Leddy, Michael Lowther, Mick Martindale,
Phil McAndrew, Mick McLean, Phil MclLean, Theo Negros, Philip Russell, George Slicker,
Martin Swan, Billy Tindall, Andrew Timms, Dave Ward, Jason Wardle,

Their results to date are as follows: St. Helens won 40—4; Warrington won 44 —-0; Wigan lost
8—10; Leigh won 38—6; Barrow won 24 —0; Salford won 52—0. In total, points for 206, against 20.

At future Oldham first team games, town—team players who are members of the Junior
Roughyeds (Supporters’ Club junior section) will be acting as ball boys.

Tickets are available today at 50p for a raffle, to be drawn during the second half, for a
souvenir ball signed by the Wigan and Manly players at their recent world club champions game at
Central Park,

The ball was kindly donated by former Oldham schools’ star Richard Russell and all the
organisation has been done by our hard—working Supporters’ Club committee,

Twenty—four hours after the Oldham open—age inter—league team beat Rochdale to go into
the quarter—final of the BARLA competition, the Oldham under—19s beat Humberside 18—14.

St. Anne’s and Oldham under—19 coach Steve Deakin submits the following report:

A late try by Bloor and a goal by Buttle put Oldham under—19s into the next round of the
inter—league trophy after a thrilling encounter with Humberside at Higginshaw.

After conceding two early penalties, Oldham went 6—4 up with an intercept try by Parkin,
goaled by Buttle. In a see—saw game, Humberside snatched a 10—6 lead before Welden crossed for
a good try, improved by Buttle, to put the home side 12—10 ahead at half—time,

In the second—half, Oldham’s discipline left a lot to be desired and two further penalties
allowed the visitors to take a 14—12 lead. Neil Flanagan replaced Bloor, who had received a rib
o injury, but Oldham could not get more points on the board.

In a last throw of the dice, Bloor returned to the game in an effort to inject the vital touch
and he scored the last—gasp winner to put Oldham into the next round.

. Qutstanding for the local side were centres Parkin and Brearley, scrum—half Paul Kay and
loose—forward Tessier. But the most crucial factor of all was the defence of captain and
second—row Weldon, whose display showed why he was selected for Great Britain against the
Kiwis.
| would also like to take this opportunity to thank Oldham RLFC for granting us use of their
facilities to prepare for the game, Without the Oldham club’s help, our preparations would have
been severely hampered.

In the quarter—final next Sunday, the Oldham under—19s are at home to the winners of the

CHESTER RD. STRETFORD REGENT RD SALFORD Widnes—Castleford clash, while the town’s open—age team goes to Bradford in their quarter—final
%1 '865 0991 /2 m1 -832 6041 on November 28.




THE OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

I:ASI“-“.E PROMOTIONS

DAILY DRAW
£100 EVERY DAY

MUST BE WON

7+ Only 50p 2 o
Ten chances a day for seven days \4(?

Every day someone will win £100

ITCOULD BE YOU

a

DIO § CARS

24 HOUR SERVICE

5,6, & 7 SEATER

633 2277
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_THE BOSS TALKING.. ...

= |

( A personal view by Oldham coach Eric Fitzsimons )

A game against First Division opposition today is
greeted with both hands, Last year it was bread and
butter stuff, Without being disrespectful to Bradford
it was a run—of—the—mill fixture, This season it's
something special for us and that puts the pressure
on our visitors today.

They know we've looked forward to this game at
every level of the club. They know our supporters will
get behind us — and that has a big influence on results
sometimes. The squad is stronger than when we
played Warrington, and a little wiser, Although
Bradford have the advantage of week in and week out
pressure football, this is a cup match and doesn’t
it make a nice change to be the underdogs? May the
better team win. I'm confident in our ability to carry
it off,

It was good to have the opportunity to trial a local amateur in the first team at Keighley.
Steve Robinson has played with distinction for Saddleworth and the town rep side, both under
Ray Hicks. Young Richard Irving’s loss of form could not be ignored any longer and it gave us
the chance to have a look at Steve at professional level. His performances against Keighley
and Fulham underlined his potential.

Richard will regain his confidence and his previous form and | feel he will be a stronger
player for his experience, The lack of cover on the wing forced us to play him much longer
than we should have done. Now we have competition for the wing places and that's good news
for the club,

Locally, we have a great deal of raw talent and we have some excellent coaches whose
opinions | respect. Every genuine lead is followed up and, as has been demonstrated with
Steve Robinson, if the opportunity is there we have no qualms about pitching the lad in at
senior level because a player who is turned 21 should be capable of coping,

If no opportunity exists to go in at senior level, a trialist must come through the 'A’
team and therein lies the problem with local talent. To do the lad justice he should train with
our lads for at least three sessions before playing, He should get at least three games in the
position of his choice and he should give himself up exclusively to the club for the period of
his trial if he wants to give himself maximum benefit,

Some lads want to be signed without trials. This is acceptable in the case of lads with
international honours, at the age of 19 or under, in the amateur game, We then have a chance
to mould them into good professionals.

After that age it is as important that we get to know the lad’s character, as well as his
ability to perform alongside professionals. For that reason, signings, without trials are a risky
business. We will never abuse the ‘trial’ system at Oldham. It is not in our interests, neither
is it in our hearts. We know what a game in the red and white means to the local lad. If he is
on trial it will be done properly and if he is unsuccessful, he will be told why and what to do
to improve his game, He will then continue to be monitored back at his amateur club to see if
he has learned from the experience.

We do have problems with numbers on occasions and we are pleased with the response
of local clubs, coaches and players in helping us out when, for example, the ‘Cumbrian flu’
epidemic takes players out on the Friday before Barrow. lain took eight professionals up
there and seven local lads performed with pride. They were not trialists. They were just proud
to have the chance to wear the red and white, and lain and | were proud of them, The
relationship is good, | feel, and as long as we are not abusing it, it will continue to be so.

At different times this year 23 local boys have been asked to help us out and we have yet
to have one refusal. It is a measure of the affection that most local players hold for the senior
club that they have willingly assisted us, and proudly worn the club ties with which they were
presented,
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P.D.
Bradbury

Your Local
Video Recording Service
Sports, Weddings,
Parties, etc.
In Full Colour and Sound

Tel. 061—-665 2903

JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL TROPHY
— FACT FILE

The John Player sponsorship of the Rugby League
started in the 1967—8 season with the player of
the match and player of the season awards which
ran until 1971-2,

In 1970-71 a goalkicking competition was
introduced for one season only,

From 1972 to 1980 the winner and runner—up of
the BARLA National Cup entered the competition,
In 1980—-81 the winner only entered and then
there was a lapse of two seasons before the winner
and runner—up were again invited to enter from
19834,

From 1979 to 1982 the John Player BARLA
sevens was played as a curtain—raiser to the main
trophy matches, Prize money was £3,500, £4,500
and £5,000 and the winners were Waterhead,
West Hull and Pilkington Recs.

FOLLOW YOUR TEAM, HIRE . . .

THE PENNINE LOUNGE

For all Occasions

Hot & Cold Menus — Competitive Rates

MUMPS BRIDGE, OLDHAM
Contact Secretary Mr. Charlton or tel: 633 0614

SPECIALISTS

INSURANCE COMPANIES

CASTLE MILL STREET
BOTTOM O’ THE MOOR
OLDHAM

VERA

ADAMSONS CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

THE MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REPAIR
APPROVED REPAIRERS FOR MOST
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP

061-620 5982 /624 1904

THE

MOTOR
AGENTS
ASSOCIATION
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Appearances & Scorers

SEASON 1987-88
(to date — 11 possible)

APPS
(inc. Subs)

T G DG PTS

Atkinson K. 7 1 27 — 58
Irving R. 9 1 - - 4
Hawkyard C. 1 2 - — 8
Meadows K. 1 4 - - 16
Edwards J. 6 — 1 - 2
Peters S. 5 — - —

Kirwan P, 9 2 — - 8
Sherratt |. 4 1 - - 4
Sanderson | 1 4 - — 16
Waddell H. 1" 3 - - 12
Worrall M. 6 2 — 12
Graham M. 1 4 - — 16
Flanagan T. 10 2 - — 8
Round P. 1 8 - - 32
Sherman P. 3 - - - -
Copeland T. 3 — — - -
Morrison T. 1 - = B =
Bardsley M. 2 - — - —
Marsden R. 1 — — — —
Burke M. 6 3 - - 12
Walsh P. 6 5 20 - 60
Bates |I. 3 1 - - 4
Clawson N. 6 1 - - 4
McCarthy B. 5 5 - - 20
Foy D. 4 1 - — 4
Trialist 2 - — — -
Nadiola 1 - - - —

P
John Player Special Trophy

The winners of today's clash between Oldham and Bradford will know tomorrow morning
who they meet in round two,

The draws from here on in will be made through the BBC local radio network covering the
second, third and semi—final rounds. The draw ceremonies will be staged at the studios of BBC
radio Leeds at 7.50 am and transmitted to other local radio stations throughout the North of
England. |

If Oldham are successful in today’s tough tie against the Yorkshire Cup winners watch the
local Press for details of ticket arrangements for the next round, which will be played next
weekend.
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North West
Decoiling Ltd.

Steel Stockholders
Decoilers and Shearers

Telex:

627135

Telephone:

0925 4151

Jrince George Hotel
& Restaurant

/MN\

193 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

PERFECT CHOICE

Specialists in
Sponsorship Garment
Printing

Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches

Welcome Bar Food

Excellent Dinner Choice 10 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 3LQ.

Tel: 061-624 0341
Delicious Anytime : Always Good Value
For that special treat we are hard to beat Printed Badges
Printed Ties
T Shirts Pennants
Tea Towels Armbands
Safety Helmet Stickers
Window Stickers

Printed Scarves
Try our “'Friday Fivers" Night

And Traditional Sunday Lunch
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SIMPSONS

ESTATE AGENTS

113 Union Street., Oldham 652 3311
Late Night Thurs. Open till 7 pm

Also at:—

14 Lees Rd,, Mossley, Tel, Mossley 31111
63 High St., Uppermill. Tel. Saddieworth 4188
37 Market St., Shaw. Tel. 652 3311
8 Middleton Rd., Royton, Tel, 652 3311

J. W. MINTON
& CO.

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

95 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM OL4 4LY
59 MARKET STREET, SHAW, OLDHAM OL2 8NP
Telephones: 061-626 4297/061-626 4274

Telephone 061-834 0057

the SHIRTMAKERS
64 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN

SAXOR

STORAGE
E€QUIPMENTLTD

For the supply of:

Clothes Lockers, Cupboards,
Filing Systems, Office Furniture,
B.S. Shelving, Pallet Racking,
Partitioning & Suspended Ceilings
— Competitive prices for
Office Stationery.

Goyt MAI, Upper Hibbert Lane, Marple, Stockport SK6 7HX.
Tel: 061-427 2143

PAUL STUART & Co. | B 775/ oo

HOSE DISTRIBUTORS--RUBBER
P.V.C. TUBING COUPLINGS
Rubber Sheet, Sponge Rubber
Mouldings.

20 Commercial Rd.,

(off Greaves Street)

Oldham. OL1 1DD.
Tel. 620 4129

Mona Mill, Fields New Road,
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 8NY
Telephone: 061-624 9221/2/3 -

061-624 5291/2 Telex: 667357
FOR YOUR LOCAL & LONG
DISTANCE HAULAGE
CONTACT H. LUCAS

Alfred+x
__iaylor

YOUR LOCAL BUILDING MATERIAL CENTRES
JACKSON STREET HIGGINSHAW LANE
LEES ROYTON

061-652 4137 061-652 2318
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EDWARDS VEEDER
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Full Accountancy service to small businesses,
self employed & Limited Companies
*Taxation * VAT
*Inland Revenue * Investments
Enquiries *Company Accounts
*Book—Keeping
*PAYE Computerised
061620 2133
Brunswick Square,
Union St., Oldham.

WITH THE SUPPORTERS CLUB

KATIE Brereton, our Rugby Queen, has accepted an invitation from the
Supporters’ Club committee to continue in office for another year, and that’s a
decision which will prove popular by all supporters and particularly those who know
Katie personally.

She is a real Oldham fan — just like Dad! — and is keen to promote the interests
of the club at all times. In recent weeks she has been doing the half—time draw for
the Junior Roughyeds but over the next 12 months she will be happy to do a public
relations job for Oldham Rugby at presentations etc around the town so long as the
organisers make arrangements through the Supporters Club,

Katie, Mick Parrish and Neil Clawson judged the fancy dress parade at the
Halloween dance and special thanks go to them, as well as to Harry and Elsie at
High Fry (Fish and Chips), Raper Street, for their kind donations to the Junior Reds
half—time draw.

Tickets for our big Christmas Eve and New Year’'s Eve dances are now on sale,
priced £2.50 for adults and £1.50 for accompanied juniors.

Our match videos are on sale at £10 and are also available for hire.

Finally, we welcome all Bradford supporters to today’s match and invite all
home and away fans to use our canteen facilities around the ground.

2 SALFORD
AUTOMATICS LTD

Franklin Industrial Estate, Franklin Street,
Oldham OL1 2AX

TELEPHONE: 061-665-2760/061-678-8057
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DIRECT FROM THE BOARD

A regular feature in which a member of the board
will take you behind the scenes,

This week — DAVID GARDNER

IT is no secret that | am also a director of
Stockport County soccer club and | am often asked how
| compare soccer with Rugby League, soccer fans with
rugby supporters and so on.

Well, | had my eyes opened to the commitment
and loyalty of Rugby League folk one Autumn evening
about three years ago.

| was standing on the popular side at Watersheddings, watching Oldham v Widnes, and
after the match | offered the two chaps next to me, with whom | had got talking, a couple of
free tickets for a cup—tie between Stockport County and Liverpool,

They told me very politely that they were only interested in rugby and | realised at that
moment how the Oldham fans are totally committed to the club and the game.,

| also think RL supporters are more demanding. You can watch ten soccer games and get
one good one, You can watch ten RL matches and get one bad one. Winning alone isn‘t enough
for the rugby spectator. He wants his side to win well..and that's what we are all striving
to achieve here at Watersheddings.

You can’t please everybody all the time, but eight league wins out of nine is good going
and the response from the public so far has been terrific.

Oldham is certainly a rugby town and if all our wonderful fans can each play their part in
trying to introduce a friend, neighbour or work mate to this great game of ours | feel sure that,
eventually, we will be able to achieve what Wigan have achieved since they were last in the
Second Division.

BROCKBANK of ALTRINCHAM
WE'RE ONLY HALF-AN-HOUR
FROM WHEREVER YOU ARE!

St. James

Service Station

@ GREAT SERVICE e
® GREAT DEALS e

Huddersfield Road, Oldham.
Tel: 061-652 0268

ol

M
s

OSSP TEXACO

Quality Petrol, Oil and

MIDDLE TAR As defined by H.M. Government Accessories
STOPPING SMOKING REDUCES THE RISK Guaranteed Used Cars,
OF SERIOUS DISEASES‘ Servicing and Repairs.
Health Departments’ Chief Medical Officers

ALTRINCHTA

South Manchester’s Nissan Centre
16 STOCKPORT ROAD, ALTRINCHAM, CHESHIRE, ©061-928 7899
Open: 9am-8pm Weekdays. 9am-5pm Saturdays, 11am-Spm Sundays
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NEW CROSS
MOTORS

_FOCUS ON BRADFORD

NEW CROSS
OLDHAM ROAD
MANCHESTER
Tel. 8325194

FAIRFIELD
MOTORS

BEECHES SERVICE STATION
793 ASHTON ROAD
OLDHAM
CARS TO SUIT ALL POCKETS
Tel. 624 1167

FAIRWAY AND GRUNDY
(INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES) LTD.,
HOPE ST.,

SALFORD.

Suppliers of Industrial Hose, Rubber Products

Contractor Tools

Protective Clothing

Lubricants
Gas Equipment

Janitorial Supplies

Hazard Warning
061-745-7474 Equipment

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
TO THE PROPERTY OWNER

RYDER&
DUTTON

11/15 UNION STREET
OLDHAM OL1 1HA
TELEPHONE : 061-652 1231

GREYHOUND GARAGE
CROSS STREET
SALE.
CHESHIRE

Top Car Deals To Top
Rugby League Supporters

WOODLANDS GARAGES (H.M.) LTD.,
602 DIDSBURY ROAD
HEATON MERSEY
061-432-4927
AND
BARTON LANE ECCLES
061-789-6571
Free Radio and Road Tax On
Production Of This Advert
When You Buy From Us
QUALITY CARS UNDER £3999
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HOME SECURITY CENTRE
92 BRIDGE ST.
WARRINGTON

CHESHIRE
WA1 2RF

For Complete Security
Home or Business
Contact Ivor Jensen
WARRINGTON 571550
DISTANCE NO OBJECT

BRADFORD come proudly to Watersheddings today
as Yorkshire Cup holders despite a succession of setbacks
that have had to be overcome,

Perhaps the biggest blow of all was the decision of
former Welsh RU star Terry Holmes to retire on medical
advice only two years after picking up a reported £80,000
for turning professional.

Then came the terrible injury blow to evergreen prop
Jeff Grayshon which resulted in the veteran campaigner
breaking a leg against Hull KR the week before the
Yorkshire Cup final replay against Castleford.

Thirdly, some of the Northern players were involved in the much—publicised county cup
final replay braw! with Castleford, which involved players of both sides being called to a special
meeting of the RL management committee last Tuesday to answer charges of bringing the game
into disrepute,

Finally, the news broke last weekend that Northern could face closure unless their gates,
which average about 3,500, improve dramatically.

Chairman Jack Bates was reported as saying that most of the problems are caused because
of the poor facilities at Odsal where the council have spent £3%M in the past three years.

Lack of covered accommodation in the vast Odsal bowl is one of Northern’s biggest
complaints and officials report that they need to pull in at least 2,500 more fans per match
otherwise they will have to sell their best players,

John Woods went for a reported £40,000 to Warrington last close season and an early
blow which resulted in Phil Hallewell breaking a leg produced a stand—off problem which was
filled initially by the switch of full back Keith Mumby.

The arrival of two New Zealanders — Gary Mercer and Russ Stewart — eased coach
Barry Seabourne’s back division problems and allowed Mumby to revert to full back, where he
is still one of the safest in the business,

The capture of Hull KR scrum—half Paul Harkin for £40,000 has proved a shrewd
investment, while the two Kiwis are also doing nicely — Test man Mercer at left—centre and
Stewart at outside—half,

There is little doubt, however, that Northern’s strength lies in the pack, and in a big
front—row comprising former Oldham man David Hobbs (pictured) at No 8, Brian Noble
at hooker, and in—form Brendan Hill, a huge man, at blind—side.

Hobbs was subbing a lot when Grayshon was doing his stuff in the front—row, but David
now has the chance to come into his own and he will certainly want to do well today against his
former colleagues.

Karl Fairbank, brother of our own Mark, and a strong—running forward who is forcing
himself into Mal Reilly’s tour plans, forms the second—row with Kelvin Skerrett, bought from
Hunslet, while Wayne Heron is at loose—forward.

In the backs, Phil Ford is as dangerous as ever on the right—wing, with Mercer and
Steve McGowan in the centre, and the left—wingspot going to Roger Simpson, Wayne Race or
Richard Francis.

McGowan will be remembered by many Oldham fans for the way he scored a hat—trick
against Frank Myler’s men at Odsal a couple of years ago.

Northern have a formidable First Division record this season and they defeated Hull KR

(a), Bramley (a) and Leeds (h) on their way to a Yorkshire Cup final against Castleford in which
they drew 12—12 first time before lifting the trophy 11—2 in the replay,
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FOLLOW THE A" TEAM

A Jekyll and Hyde performance saw the ‘A’ team go down 30-20 at Batley last
Saturday, producing good attack but poor defence,

Batley had first use of the slope and scored two interception tries to lead 12—4
at half—time, Richard Irving having scored for Oldham after good work by Copeland
and Marsden.

With the advantage of the slope in the second half, Oldham conceded two quick
tries inside five minutes, but then hit back hard in the last quarter to score tries
through Morrison, Bardsley and Hall, with Parrish kicking two goals.

A long pass by Foley set up the Bardsley try while Hall scored after a Casey
break, Casey and Copeland were Oldham’s best but despite valiant efforts of Hall to
dictate, the side was in need of an old head to dominate in the middle of the field.

Team: Trialist; Irving, Parrish, Trialist, Trialist; Trialist, Copeland; Casey, Hall,
Foley, Trialist, Marsden, Morrison. Subs leer and Bardsley,

The reserves were due to play Rochdale at Watersheddings on Thursday, having
won three, drawn three and lost three of their nine Alliance matches to date,

GOMMERGIAL CORNER

(Development Office topics with Ray Hill)

WE have just reached a vital target in Development affairs — 1,000 members of
Lifeline, and still going up.

The trend is exciting and encouraging and we have to recognise the part played in
all our money-—raising schemes — mainly Lifeline, Cashline and Lottery — by the
unsung heroes of the operation, the agents,

There are a lot of agents | haven’t met yet, so | am planning to invite all agents to
a night out in the social club, including buﬂat supper, some time before Christmas.

This will not only take the form of a festive season THANK —-YOU for all they do
over 12 months, but it will also enable myself and the staff to meet them all and let
them know personally what a good job they are doing. Keep up the good work!

A busy time is approaching, of course, for the souvenir shop and | would like to
apologise to all those people who have been trying to get their hands on the larger
sizes of replica jerseys.

We are dependent upon the supplier but we are doing everything possible to get
them in quickly so they can go on sale alongside an item which we believe will prove
immensely popular for Christmas — ski jackets at £24.99 complete with the Oldham
RLFC badge.

As Christmas approaches we are considering opening the shop AFTER home
games, as well as before, but this will depend on whether we think there will be the
demand, Don’t forget, though, we are open usual hours every day of the week.

Pullen Pumps Service Division

Offers the best, cost effective service in the
maintenance and repair of pumps and
control equipment.

Call us on 092-575-6000 or 5201

Northern Service Centre
11 Eagle Brow, Lymm, Cheshire. Telex: 627956
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PRESS BOX CHATTER

(Roger Halstead, Oldham Evening Chronicle)

Mick Burke's decision to sign a three—year contract and accept that he will
probably finish his distinguished career at Watersheddings is a boost for the club
judging by the way Mick has been performing in recent matches,

After his pre—season problems, first with knee trouble and then the demands of
his job, Mick has settled down again and is playing with the stamp of skill and class
that still allows him to lay claim as one of the best full backs in the English game, even
at the age of 29,

Two terrific, head—on, bone—jerking tackles at Huddersfield proved that the
former Widnes man has not lost his appetite for physical contact,

The way he twice collected difficult ‘bombs’ against Barrow, while under intense
pressure, indicated that his timing and eye for the ball is still first class.

And Oldham fans will have lost count of the times he has come into the line
perfectly to deliver a beautifully—timed and defence—splitting pass or to spot the
gap himself and cross for the try,

In today's game we can expect to see two former Great Britain full backs in
opposition and it will be intriguing to compare the contributions of Mick Burke and
Bradford’'s Keith Mumby, another player who is still giving terrific service to the
twilight of his career.

ROGER HALSTEAD

TELEPHONE (061) 624 5329/ (061) 652 0204
THE PEOPLE WHO KNOW MONEY MATTERS SHOPACHECK
FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED
DIVISIONAL OFFICE
17 UNION STREET
OLDHAM, GREATER MANCHESTER 0OL1 1HA
SHOPACHECK BRANCHES: HYDE, ROCHDALE, BURY, BOLTON, STOCKPORT.

Oldham Water

ALL SEASONS HOUSE, ﬁs
PARK ROAD, OLDHAM

SANDYPRESS LTD., TEL: 061-626 0574

Litho Printers & Designers, ,
Crusader Works, Specialists in : —

72 Chapeltown Street, 100% WATERPROOF CLOTHING
Ancoats, THERMAL SOCKS & CLOTHING
Manchester M1 2WH. WINTER WARM JACKETS
Tel: 061-273 7535 Also equipment for : —
WALKERS, SKIERS, WATERSKIERS
SAILORS, DIVERS, WINDSURFERS,
CANOEISTS
10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF
THIS AD.
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NEW TIMBER
LOWEST PRICES
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Colin Hawkyard

Peter Walsh

PROGRAMME PICTURES by Courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE
SINCERE THANKS ALSO TO OURADVERTISERS

PROGRAMME DESIGNED
AND PRODUCED BY
UNIQUE OFFER !!! CHEADLE PUBLISHING
A BOARD AROUND THE GROUND THIS | EC/TED BY el sl oy

SEASON AND NEXT — THE SAME PRlCF"! All Enquiries to: Head Office: Medlock Sawmills, Shaw Road, Oldham. Tel: 061-652 5421. Telex: 666505
PROMOTE YOUR COMPANY. ACT NOW! Cheadle Publishing Depots at: Manchester 061-834 8505 - Rochdale 47208 » Ashton 061-308 3746

Phone: Commercial Dept. 31 Parlé hL onlve Close 0Oldham 061-620 2128 - Bury 061-761 6416 - Sale 061-973 9578

o eadl/e
RAY HILL on: 620 — 4870 Cheshire
061—428-3566
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