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THE A TEAM.

At home or away, you'll see the big A out in front.
=  Whether it's a refuse collector (we supply over 280 local authorities)
or a 328 hp 38-tonner safely shipping a heavy load down the
motorway, we've a team of tough and talented trucks to please
almost everyone.

Oldham, it seems, has the

i ildi WE’VE GOT THE
perfect climate for building better
trucks and fielding better players.““"m'IBI TEAM IN EUROPE. P-rov =

L

Oldham Rugby League Football Club
THE PAVILION - WATERSHEDDINGS - OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 5244 and 061-624 4865

President: R. Hatton Chairman: H. V. Ashworth
Vice-Chairman: K Potter Treasurer: E. Bayliss

Committee: E. Bayliss, K. Broadbent, R. Ogden, K. Potter, M. A. Richardson,
B. Bousted, David Lord

Hon. Architects: Maxiscope Ltd Hon. Club Solicitor: A. J. Adler
General Manager: F. Myler Hon Secretary: F. Howarth, B.A.
Coaching Staff: G. Starkey, G. Gartland

Professional Playing Staff:
A. Alexander, D. Allen, R. Ashton, K. Atkinson, I. Birkby, A. Bishop, Bridges, B. Caffery,
L. Casey, L. Chadwick, C. Chisnall, Clark, Clawson, L. Cook, S. Dobb, J. Edwards,
T. Flanagan, D. Foy, C. Hawkyard, D. Hobbs, C. Jones, W. Jones, P. Kirwan, P. Lord,
P Lowndes. A. McCurrie, R. Marsden, M. Morgan, P. Morris, A. Morrison, G. Munro,
T. Nadiole, D. Nicholson, S. Ogburn, T. Ogden, G. Owen, M. Parrish, S. Patterson,
L. Sanderson, P. Sherman, A. Taylor, M. Taylor, D. Topliss, G. Walczak, M. Worrall

Hon. Doctors: Dr Grey, Dr Johnson Dental Surgeon: Mr N. Gibson
Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons: Mr H. Thompson, Mr D. Walker
Physiotherapist: Mr A. Bonnelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr J. Walker
Lifeline: L. Bostock Commercial Manager: T. Morley
Social Club Manager: A. Gartshore Official Timekeeper: J. Roscoe
Groundsman: J. Walker

1 CLUB RECORDS A CLUB HONOURS W
Record Victory: 67-6 v. Liverpool City, April 1959 Rugby League Championship Play-off Winners:
Record Defeat: 11-67 by Hull K.R., September 1978 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57
Record Attendance: 28,000 v Huddersfield, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22,
24th February, 1912 1954-55:
Record Receipts: £9,100 v Wakefield, First Division Champions: 1904-05
24th February, 1980 Second Division Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82

Record Transfer Fee Paid: 540,000 to Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99,
Featherstone for David Hobbs, February, 1985 1924-25, 1926-27

Record Try Scorer: Reg Farrar, 49 tries, Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24, 1925-26

1921-22 season Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11,
1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34, 1956-57,
1957-58, 1958-59
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22,
1954-55, 1966-67, 19668-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08,
1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20,
1923-24, 1954-55

Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76, 1979-80

Record Goal Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 224 goals,
1957-58 season

Record Point Scorer: Bernard Ganley, 28 points
v Liverpool City, April 1959

First Game: 21st October, 1876 v Stalybridge

Highest number of points scored:
Bernard Ganley, 2,881

Most Appearances: Joe Ferguson, 685

Since 1900, Alan Davies, 182

L Most Tries: Pre 1900, Jack Hirst, 233.

Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80 Y




This year we have an
exciting squad and
new aquisitions to the
Club are Neil Clawson,
Gary Bridges, Bruce
Clark, Stuart Raper,
Hussein M’Barki and
Gary Warnecke. The
three new Australian
players have signed for
twelve months,
Hussein M’Barki for a
further two years and
Gary Warnecke for
Twelve months.

Mick Morgan is

now on Castleford
books and lan Birkby
with Doncaster and we
wish these two every
success at their new
clubs.

The squad looks to
have both strength and
depth and we start the
1986 campaign in
confident mood. The
bookmakers have us
at 33-1 of winning and
the writer will no doubt
have a good bet on
this.

HARVEY ASHWORTH

MANCHESTER LTD.

- Wholesale Butchers -

STALL No. 25 26

THE ABATTOIR

RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10
Telephone: 061-223 2097

THIS SPACE
FOR SALE

Contact the Development Office
Now on

— 061-620 4880 =




SPONSORS

Keith Atkinson Blue Bird Private Hire

Hussien M’Barki North West Decoiling Ltd, Warrington
Des Foy Tindall Fabrications Ltd, Chadderton
Gary Warnecker Harvey Ashnorth Wholesale Butchers Ltd
Mick Taylor Steve Blomley, BCC Cleaning Ltd
David Topliss David Oakes, ORLFC

Ray Ashton Gilbert Ashworth

Wally Jones James Smith

Ian Sanderson Maurice James

Bruce Clark Tom Morley ORLFC

David Hobbs K. Potter, N. West Storage Ltd.

Mick Worrall Greg Pascke, Mid, N.West

Terry Flanagan Decoiling Ltd.

Mick Parrish

Neil Clawson

MATCH BALL SPONSOR

North West Decoiling Ltd

Warrington
TEAM SPONSOR
Pennine Lounge, Oldham
MATCH SPONSOR
Melvyn Leatherbarrow
Matthew Brown Brewers

Matthew Brown

Brewers of
traditional

beers for
over

150 years




LOOK AT LEEDS

It will be a new-look Leeds team that takes the field
at Watersheddings this afternoon to officially open
the new Stones Bitter chamFionship. The “Lioners”
came good in the second half of last season to finish
sixth in the first Division behind Halifax, Wigan, St
Helens, Warrinﬁton and Widness. But they have
never won the First Division championship since
two Divisions were introduced in 1973, and coach
Peter Fox would love to put that right and see his
Headinﬁley lads become the first holders of the
Stones Bitter championship. Already, though, Fox
has suffered a mi%hty blow with the force
retirement throug injur%/ of big Jeff Grayshon, the
man who followed him from Odsal to put vital
strength and experience into the Leeds front-row.

Grayshon’s sad departure from the League scene
because of back trouble will leave an enormous ga
in the Leeds forwards, but Headingley regulars will
be hoping that Aussie Peter Smith, signed from
[llawarra, will prove an adequate replacement when
he arrives from Down Under soon. Two long serving
Leeds stalwarts have also departed to find fresh fame
and fortune with last season’s champions Halifax -
Frop Roy Dickinson and utili‘ty back Neil Hauge.

ormer skipper David Ward’s future is uncertain. The
ex-Great Britain hooker could be at Leeds again - or
at Hunslet. A Rugby League inquiry into the tug-of-
war between the two clubs has taken place, but the
problem was not resolved immediately. It is all-
change, too, on the Aussie scene. Terry Webb is
moving out and looks destined to join Hunslet, while
Tony currie and Cliff Lyons will be staying in
Australia this time.

LOOK AT LEEDS

They have been succeeded by Down Under
replacements Robert Morris, a hooker from New
South Wales country football and the
aforementioned Smith. Aware of possible back-line
weaknesses followim]g the loss of Lyons, Currie and
Hauge, Leeds were also hoping to recruit another
centre from Down Under and were being linked with
Peter Jackson, a young, up-and-coming player from
Brisbane, who is said to have a big future in the
game.

There seems to be no shortage of forwards at
Headmﬁlee/ when you think of Paul Medley, surely
one of the fastest back-rowers in the game, big prop
Brendan Hill, the Rayne twins, Keith and Kevin,
§40,000 buy Colin Maskill, Gary Moorby, Roy Powell,
Youngster ichard Gunn, and club captain and
oose-forward David Heron.

Mark Conway and Kevin Dick will again figure
around the half-back spots, while it is rumoured that
veteran John Holmes, a hero of many years of
creative football for the “Lioners”, could be set for a
comeback after missing the whole of last season
and $eem1ngl?/ going into retirement. Paul Gill or lan
Wilkinson will sort it out for the No.1 job, but unless
the late-summer recruiting plans materialise, Leeds
could be thin on the ground for centres and wings.

AndK Smith and David Creasser could well form one
flank, while there will certainly be big expectations
of Carl Gibson, with players like Andrew Stainland
and Pat Mitchell, who once had trials here,
challenging for places.




FANCY A FLUTTER?

Around the Clubs . . . with Roughyed

You can get odds of 33-1 against Oldham winning the first Stones Bitter championship,
which starts today. Coral bookmakers make Wigan 2-1 favourites for the £20,000 record
prize, with the Central Park glamour outfit looking for their first title success under New
Zealand national coach Jimmy Lowe since 1960. Hull KR, bidding for a fourth First
Division success, are second favourites at 7-2, followed by St Helens (6-1), Warrington
(7-), Widnes (9-1) and current champions Halifax (10-1) Other First Division odds are
Leeds (10-1), Hull (12-1), Bradford (20-1), Castleford (25-1), Leigh (33-1), Oldham (33-
1), Salford (50-1), Featherstone (250-1), Barrow (500-1) and Wakefield (1,000-1)

There will be 23 referees this season graded to take charge of first-team games. There
will be 12 from East of the Pennines and 11 from the West, including two from West
Cumbria for the first time. They are Cliff Hodgson of Maryport, already well known, and
Alex Bowman from Whitehaven who, at 28, is the youngest top graded referee since Fred
Lindop hit the top 20 years ago. Fred, who takes charge today, is the League’s most
experienced official and is still among the officials considered for the international
panel.

After today's game, Oldham travel to Thrum Hall on Wednesday night to take on
champions Halifax. It will be 'Fax’s first home game of the season, so there will be a big
crowd to welcome the side as First Division champions, and a lot of pressure on the
Oldham lads, who will be keen to deliver an early-season shock. Halifax, like Oldham,
have undergone several team changes since last season, and on Wednesday we will
probably come up against Joe Kilroy's full back successor - the former Australian Test
star and ace goalkicker Graham Eadie. After three years out of the game, Eadie is back
and has agreed to link up with his former Kangaroo team mate Chris Anderson, the
Halifax coach.

The first round draw for the Grunhalle Lancashire Cup has been kind to Oldham by
pairing us with Second Division champions Leigh here at Watersheddings in the first
round two weeks today. Leigh have released Jeff Clarke, their Maori forward, to make
way for a fourth Aussie behind half-back Mike Davis, who joined them from Fulham last
season, and new signings lan Schubert and Garry Howell, two back-row forwards.

There was a boost for Oldham when the League Council amended its laws on imports
to include all overseas players, not merely Kiwis. This effectively freed Hussein M'Barki
from this season’s quota and allowed Frank Myler to sign 21-year-old forward Stuart
Raper, son on the legendary Johnnie. If he is half as good as his dad, he'll be some player.
Breaking with tradition, the Alliance League for “A” teams will be split into two this
season. There are three new teams and the Divisions were decided on the positions in
last season's final table. Oldham thus find themselves in Division Two, playing mainly
Yorkshire opposition, apart from Swindon. Their opening fixture was against Dewsbury
at Watersheddings on Friday. Nearly all our home games for the “A” team will be played
on Friday nights so make a habit of making Friday night Oldham “A’ night.

Salford have announced a lucrative £25,000 sponsorship deal involving an Oldham
lifting gear company, Trenchman, and brewers Greenall Whitley.

The influx of Aussie players into our game shows no sign of drying up despite the fact
that many of the Sydney and Brisbane players will be here with the Kangaroos in
October. Latest club to recruit are St Helens who were expected to land two Sydney
stars in half-back Brett Clarke of Wests and prop Pat Jarvis of St George.




OLDHAM 86

KEITH ATKINSON: Full-Back. Product of Oldham Rugby Amateur League. Came into the side
at full-back at the end of last season and produced some very fine games. One for the
future.

HUSSEIN M'BARKI: Wing. El Morrocan International Rugby Union player, signed for Fulham
in 1981, later signed for Warrington, but only stayed for one season before joining Oldham
last season. Versatile player, can play in most positions in the back line.

DES FOY: Centre. Local boy made good. Selected to tour in 1984 played in the 1st Test against
Australia. Product of Saddleworth Rangers. Started his career with Widnes. One of the
fastest centres in the game.

GARY WANNECKIE: Centre. Australian born spending his second season with Oldham, very
durable player not missing a game last season. Played Western Suburb in Sydney before
joining Oldham. Player with plenty of talent.

MICK TAYLOR: Wing. A former Huddersfield junior signed for Oldham 1982-83 season.
Developed into a very sound player both in attack and defence.

DAVID TOPLISS: Stand-Off. In many people’s eyes, one of the all time greats, a player of
many talents, perhaps his greatest gift is the way he reads the game, a talent not in
abundance in our game at the moment. Previous clubs Wakefield and Hull F.C.

RAY ASHTON: Scrum-Half. Product of the Widnes area. Signed for Oldham along with
Flanagan, Goodway and Worrell which formed in the the late 70's one of the best Colts
sides ever produced. Ray toured in 1984, but due to a back injury did not play many
games. Since his recovery however he has come back to form and has played a big part
in keeping Oldham at the Rugby map.

WALLY JONES: Prop. Most under rated player in the game. Tremendous worker both in
attack and defence, always willing to take on the opposing team in his own 25. Product of
Warrington, Rochdale, Blackpool.

IAN SANDERSON: Hooker. Came into the side through the suspension of Alan McCurrie the
start of last season and kept the number nine spot throughout the season. Named Young
Player of the Year, also selected for Lancashire, but the game was called off due to the
weather but if he keeps up the form of last season, will surely be in the reckoning for the
County side this season. Product of the Leigh Amateur League.

DAVID HOBBS: Oldhams record buy cost £40,000, but you won't find a fan in Oldham who
would begrudge a penny spent. Named Player of the Year last season. Previous club,
Featherstone Rovers. Honours, Great Britain, Yorkshire, Toured Australia in 1984.

NEIL CLAWSON: Second Row. Son of Terry Clawson, played along side David Hobbs at
Featherstone. Signed during the close season, Neil will prove to be a very cheap buy for
this day and age. Standing at Six feet 3 inches will prove a very formidable partnership
alongside Mick Worral

MICK WORRAL: Second Row. Member of the 1984 Touring team Mick turned out to be one of
the successes of the tour, only to be injured late on the tour. On returning from Australia
he also picked up another knee injury which limited his appearances with Oldham. He
was also injured in the St Helens game (Charity) last season and missed most of the early
part of the season, but thankfully finished the season in great style. One of the best
forwards in the game on his day.

TERRY FLANAGAN: Signed while only sixteen years old. Proved a very good signing over the
years although still in his early twenties as earned every honour in the game, shows good
ball skills and along with his tackling qualities as proved to be a very formidable player.

SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS

President Mr D. Blackburn, Chairman Mr D. Pilkington,

Vice Chairman Miss A. Collinge, Treasurer Mr T. Heywood,

Secretary Mrs J. Pilkington, Committee Members: G. Brown, L. Chadderton,
S. Collinge, E. Crowther, S. Doran, J. Gallagher, I. Gallagher, H. Heywood,
M. Morgan, I, Pilkington, M. Pilkington, D. Pilkington, J. Sagar, L. Wolstencroft

The supporters club and committee would like to welcome all our friends
and supporters from Leeds for today’s match. We hope for a good clean
entertaining game, we also invite all home and away supporters to use the
canteens situated around the ground.

The souvenir shop behind the main stand will be open for sale of old replica
shirts etc. throughout the match.

SUPPORTERS CLUB

Away Coaches to Halifax. Wednesday, 3rd September.
To leave Social Club at 6-15 p.m. Adults §2-70, Juniors £2:00

AWAY BY CAR

M62 Junction 24. A629 to A646 Kings Cross. Turn Right A58 V4 mile Queens
Road 4 mile + rd Gibbett St. 4 mile Right Thrum Hall Lane

SUPPORTERS CLUB

Away to Warrington. Sunday, 7th September.
To leave Social Club at 1-30 p.m. Adults £2-70, Juniors £2-00

AWAY BY CAR

M62 Junction 9. A49 Warrington Sign Whitechurch A49 - Wilderspool Cause
Way then 1st Left ground

Subscriptions now due for 1986-87 season.
Membership Adult/Junior £1-00

Age under 14. Contact Joe Gallagher for ballboys/girls, home games 1st and
Ateam matches. Pay at any Canteen Souvenir Shop. Diary for 1986-87 season.

Finally we would like to thank Wino’s Ashcroft St for the Donation of a prize
in the Ladies Fun Run.
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NEXT HOME MATCH

LEIGH

Contracts - Hospitals - Airports - Stations - 7 Seater Mini-Bus

SCHOFIELDS

OLDHAM RUGBY
LEAGUE FIXTURES

Friday, 12th September

il i 330 4135/5527/1704/6003

SEPTEMBER JANUARY Taxis & Private Hire

\Smd 3 a,alifax ....................... ;-30 Thur 1 Leeds ..o 300 | WE NEVER CLOSE

un 7 Warrington ... 00 21 B ¢ )| (JE————— 3-00

Sun 14 County Cup Comp ..... Sun 11 Wakefield ................ 3:00 22 OLD STREET, ASHTON UNITED

Sun 21 HullK.R. ... 3:00 Sun 18 Widnes .........cococovnnnns 3:00 J

Sun 28 Leigh ........ccoovnrnnnnnn. 3-30 Sun: 25 Hallfax ...c...camas 3:00

OCTOBER FEBRUARY

Sun 5 Widnes ... 300 Sun 1 SilkCutCup(l) .o SLALOM LAGER CHAMPIONSHIP

Sun 19 Featherstone ........... 3-00 Sun 8 Wigan 3-00

Sun 26 Wakefield ................ 3:30 R S
Sun 15 Silk CutCup(2) ........ 6 5 49

NOVEMBER Sun 22 Hull ..ooococccovvivnnns 3-00 3 7

Sun 2 BAITOW: .....iieesicisie 3:00 ST. HELENS B 8

Tues 4 Australia ... 7-30 MARCH WARRINGTON . 2

Sun 9 HullKR. oo 300 Sun 1 Castleford ............ 330 3 13

Sun 16 StHelens ... 3-00 Sun 8 Featherstone ............. 330 1 13

Sun 23 Bradford .................. 3-30 Sun 15 Bradford ................. 3-:00 2 13

Sun 30 JPSTrophy (1) .......... Sun 29 Castleford ................ 3-00 4 13

DECEMUER AFRIL CASTLEFORD (1) ]167;

Sun 7 JPSTrophy(2) .......... Sun 5 Bamrow ... 2-30 BRADFORD N. ....cccovvunerunrisennnes 1 18

Sun 14 Warrington ........... 3-00 Sun 12 Leigh ... 3-00 FEATHERSTONE R. 3 18

Sun 21 StHelens .................. 300 Fri 17 Salford ..........ccccco...... 3-00 0 21

Fri 26 Salford ... 300 Mon 20 Wigan ............. 300 Sl &

DISCO PUBS
Mine Hosts: Archie and Joan FOLLOWYOURTEAM, HIRE . ..

BULLS HEAD THE PENNINE LOUNGE

GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM. Tel: 624 7264 — Bed & Breakfast R OAETR

Mine Hosts: Julie and Tommy Hot & Cold Menus — Competitive Rates

B—A-SGALS B.AB MUMPS BRIDGE, OLDHAM

MANCHESTER ROAD, WERNETH, OLDHAM Contact Secretary |.T. Heathcote, tel. 0706-840810 or tel. 652-3831

16 Askew Design & Print, High Fishergate, Doncaster. Telephone: 23714 17



RODSTOCK WAR OF THE ROSES

The second annual Rodstock war of the Roses between
Yorkshire and Lancashire on County Origin basis, will be staged at
Headingley, Leeds, on Wednesday, 17th September, kick-off 7-30
p.m.

The Rodstock War of the Roses is the last big match before
Great Britain Coach, Maurice Bamford, announces his team for
the first Whitbread Trophy Bitter Test at Old Trafford on Saturday,
25th October

Yorkshire Coach, Peter Fox, and Lancashire Coach, Alex
Murphy, name their sides on 8th September to contest the
Rodstock Trophy, won last year by underdogs Yorkshire.

A curtain raiser between Yorkshire and Lancashire Under 11s
will be staged at 6:30 p.m.

Seat tickets priced $£4-00 can be bought in advance from Leeds
R.L.F.C. Headingley, Leeds.

WHITBREAD TROPHY BITTER TESTS

Tickets are now available for the long awaited Whitbreat Trophy
Bitter Tests between Great Britain and all-conqueriing Australia

The 1986 Whitbread Trophy Bitter Test time table is:

Saturday, 25th October, at Old Trafford, Manchester.
Kick off 2-15 p.m.
Saturday, 8th November, at Elland Road, Leeds.
Kick off 2-15 p.m.
Saturday, 22nd November, at Central Park, Wigan.
Kick off 2-15 p.m.

Seat tickets are priced at £8-00, £7-00 and £6-00 for the First and
Second Tests and £7-00 only for the Third Test

Seat tickets can be obtained from each of the three Test venues
plus tickets for all three Tests are available from:

The Ticket Office, The Rugby Football League, 18 Chapeltown
Road, Leeds LS7 4HT

WHO'S
SCREWED
EVERY STUD
INTHE
OLDHAM
TEAM?

‘w}



SPONSORKIT 86-87 o siixr sronsor

M’Barki W. Jones D. Allen

AROUND THE LEAGUE

sponsored by ed by sponsored by y y

o s Lol Record Prize for Champions

Quality Butcher O.R.LFC Newsagents ) )

Watersheddings shlatatieNe Watersheddings A record Rugby League champions prize of £20,000 and a first ever end of

season Premiership double header are the main features of the new Stones

D.Foy P. Lowndes Finch Bitter sponsorship showcase.
sponsored by sg",(;"ﬁ‘,’s"y N;ﬁa;sgfg:{,a The League’e biggest purse will be handed over along with the Stones Bitter
G. Burgess RESTAURANT Dog championship trophy in a £60,000 prize structure which, for the first time,
O.RLFC. Park Road & Partridge includes runners-up cash prizes.

M. Worrell P. Kirwan The inaugural final of the Second Division top-eight premiership competition

S. Ogburn will be staged in a double bill with the premiership final on Sunday, 17th May
sponsored by sponsored by s @ . ” 12 .
Erocks of DOG & sponsored by in a “two for the price of one” climax to the campaign.
(;r}z;:np;l; ?;ﬁg GPAhRTwl)IGE J'B‘n%g::'l‘:: 3 These major innovations highlight the first season of a three-year £400,000
Market raham Willlams

championship and premiership sponsorship campaign.

Of the 1986-87 sponsorship fee of £210,000, 50% will be invested in the
League’s capital development fund for ground improvements, the remainder

R. Ashton Taylor Parish

sponsored by sponsored by sponsored by

Bill D. Taylor V.&C.R. will be distributed as follows:
The Pullet Inn New Museum Bowden First Division champions £20,000 - Runners-up £8,000
Sholver Henshaw Street Contractors

Second Division champions £10,000 - Runners-up £4,000
Premiership winners £9,000 - Runners-up £3,500

T. Flanagan I Sanderson D. Topliss Second Division Premiership winners £4,000 - Runners-up £1,500
sponsored by sponsored by sponsored by
T\NO'COlsll'lﬂies Kevin Blue Bird Eight teams therefore, will receive Stones Bitter League and premiership
ii;‘g':rzﬁe}:;g" Claresfield Private prize money - five more than last year when Slalom Lager was on the the
) Hotel Hire
Oldham

name of the competition.

Says new League Chairman David Wigham “The introduction of the Second

Ds;oln'sg:bbys Ke Mkl::? < A. Morrison Division premiership, the expansion of the prize structure to 50% of the
FLOWER ;Z:;:;el dys Ns“;;’";‘:zd:y sponsorship fee plus runners-up awards are part of the positive, forward-
oY ¢ ge 3 3 ”
POT Taxis Milnrow looking policy adapted by the League.

Alan Pearson

“The aim is to provide greater incentives for clubs while maintaining a central

. fund for development of grounds particularly in respect of the Safety of
; Clawson C. Chisnall .
Waneilf i Socessoina by Sports Grounds Act.
e Paul Turner Structural “Increased incentives are open to all clubs, emphasised by last season’s
Bee Unit 65 Quality Butcher Steelwork 1 e 3

seven major titles being shared by six different clubs - Halifax, Leigh,

B Spring Street el Castleford, Warrington, Hull KR and Wigan twice.”

Bridges Clark P. Sherman

sponsored by sponsored by sponsored by

Sandra's News Harry Davies A.D. Broadbent
Spring Street Halfway House Joiner

For your Rugby
Leaguer Rochdale Road

The Stones Bitter championship is streamlined to 14 clubs for the start of the
1987-88 season. To accommodate the reduction of two clubs, there will be a
promotion and relegation format four-down and two-up in the present
season, thereafter reverting to a three-up and three-down.
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C. J. Auto’s

JETFILLING STATION
Moorside, Oldham

Tel: Chris for quote 061-626 9844

@® ACCIDENT REPAIR WORK

® M.OT PREPARATION

@® FULL SERVICING

® RESPRAYS

® WELDING

@ ALL TYPES OF MECHANICAL WORK

WILD 2 GRIFFITHS

SURVEYORS - VALUERS - ESTATE AGENTS - AUCTIONEERS

23 QUEEN STREET, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-626 3471 Tel: 061-624 6024

OUR PROFESSIONAL SERVICE PROVIDES:
Wide experience in Residential Sales for all areas
Valuations for all Purposes - Structural Surveys
Residential Estate Management
Compulsory Purchase and Compensation Surveyors
Agents for Major Building Societies Presale Valuations without obligation

12-14 ROCHDALE ROAD, ROYTON, OLDHAM Tel: 061-624 2875
90 HIGH STREET, LEES, OLDHAM Tel: 061-620 2447
45A MARKET STREET, SHAW Tel: 0706 847657
91 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD Tel: Saddleworth 3663
Tel: 061-652 7228
Tel: 061-652 7229
Tel: Marsden 844252
Tel: 061-681 3316

1062 MIDDLETON ROAD WEST, CHADDERTON
320 ASHTON ROAD, OLDHAM

5 PEEL STREET, MARSDEN

758 OLDHAM ROAD, FAILSWORTH
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Henry Hurdus Ltd.

Wholesalers of Mineral Waters,
Cordials, Squashes and
Bottled Beers

176 LONG LANE
HOLLINWOOD
OLDHAM

Tel: 061-681 1638

PROMPT PERSONAL
SERVICE

PUBS & CLUBS SUPPLIED

JAMES
DUNKERLEY
STEELS LTD.

Registered Office:

HOLYROOD SIDINGS,
SHAW ROAD, OLDHAM
OL1 4AN

NEW & RE-USABLE STEEL STOCKISTS

Telephone: 061-624 3168 & 024 8058

CHANNEL IRON - ANGLE IRON
TUBE & HOLLOW SECTION
UNIVERSAL BEAM & COLUMNS
ROLLED STEEL JOISTS
PLATES & SHEETS

A Slice gf Chradition

The Park Cake Bakeries Limited
Ashton Road, Oldham, Lancashire OL8 2ND Telephone 061-633 1181 Telex 668738




CLUB PROFILE

The 1986-87 season for Oldham Rugby League Football
Club is going to be a turning point in many ways. The
Club has spent a lot of money on refurbishing the V.I.P.
Lounges with the assistance of Matthew Brown’s
brewers.

We are making every effort to build a new stand for the
start of the 1987-88 season. One exciting thing about it

is that the council are helping us by setting up a working
party and have helped to finance Ground Safety work for
this year.

We are looking at all ways of making money to enable
us to better conditions at the Watersheddings and over
the next 12 months these alterations and developments
will become apparent.

May we take this opportunity of welcoming everyone
back to Watersheddings and may we also welcome our
visitors from Leeds.

ADAMSONS CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

THE MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT REFAIR

SPECIALISTS
APPROVED REPAIRERS FOR MOST
INSURANCE COMPANIES
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP
N— CASTLE MI}.L STREET LHOETOR
VBBA Botromo THE MooR 58 o

061-620 5982 /624 1904

JUDGE FOR YOURSELF...
the quality of our services at

Marshall Pump
Systems Ltd.

Distributors and stockists of pumps by:
JABSCO, MONO, MARCORE,
GRUNDFOS, WADE, IWAKI,
STUART TURNER, LUTZ,
STAHOPE, TUTHILL,
WORTHINGTON, SIMPSON,
HOFFMA, LEE HOWL, MODERN

Rhodes Bank
Oldham OL1 1UA
Telephone: 061-678 6111
Telex: 668159

FOR AN EARLY
MORNING DELIVERY
SERVICE OF MILK
& DAIRY PRODUCE

We have gotta lotta bottle

your Doorstep
TELEPHONE: 633 3911

REGENT STREET
OLDHAM

The Dairy that’s proud
of it’s Service

North West
Decoiling Ltd.
Steel Stockholders

Decoilers
and Shearers

Telephone:

0925 4511

Telex:

627135

FOR
SALE!

Contact the
Development Office
Now On

Fay

061-620 4870




THE EDITORTALKING

Here We Go . . . To a Bright New Future

The Secretary General of the Rugby Football League David Oxley told club officials and
members of the Press at the pre-season Stones Bitter lunch that there was atime, in days long
ago, when Rugby League enjoyed a close season. This was no longer the case. The summer
of 86 had been a desperately busy time for the League and the clubs and with barely a break
on the administrative side, we were now on the threshold of another season. He was talking
of the game in general, but he could so easily have been pin-pointing Oldham such has been
the enormous amount of work that has gone on here during the summer months. The League
Secretary also said that the aftermath of the Bradford fire disaster had provided our game
with its biggest crisis since its formation in 1895, but the League clubs were facing up to the
problems and challenges and looking forward to what should be a terific season, highlighted
by the visit of the Australian tourists in the autumn.

We are also facing up to problems and challenges... and we are certainly looking forward to
a bright new future as a limited liability company with a board of directors and shareholders.
Without progress you stagnate and there is no doubt that Rugby League football as is
approaches its centenary in 1995 is all about enterprise, investment, commercialism, and
major sponsorship. Big business is now involved in the higher echelons of our game and it is
of great significance that authorities such as the Rugby Football League and the local Council
are 100 per cent behind behind our move to change from a members’ club to a limited
company.

The truth is that we have no alternative. The members realise this and have already made a
“moral commitment” to approve the big decision soon. Protracted discussions on the limited
company issue have taken up much of the summer months and, hopefully, will soon provide
us with the historic day when the changeover takes place. But that has been one of the many
crucial decisions made in the past few months, all of them with the good of the club as the
underlying theme and the crucial need to see the club into the big-time commercially. There
was the decision to enter into a major deal with Blackburn brewers Matthew Brown, already
well known in League circles for their recent Slalom Lager sponsorship. The link-up can only
benefit both parties as, hopefully, will our new association with Nike, the sports wear
manufacturers.

Talks have also been going on in great detail with the local authority regarding both short-
term and long-term plans for the development of Watersheddings. The work that has had to
be done on the ground during the summer has been enormous, and the club is indebted to
the local authority for the help it has received short term and the interest that has been
generated at the town hall for the future development of the stadium which has a soft spot in
the hearts of so many Oldhamers, both young and old. A steering committee comprising local
authority and club officials has been set up, and recently the club commercial manager Tom
Morley enjoyed a fact-finding mission to Watford soccer club to examine a scheme at
Vicarage Road that has also involved local authority backing.

Finally, there was the club's decision to lease out the social club and we can only reiterate
that this was done with the club’s best interests at heart. The future, we are sure, will show
the wisdom of our move, not only providing a guaranteed source of income but allowing for
the upgrading of the social club and assisting in the overall growth of interest in the Oldham
RL Club. On the field, too, we have much to look forward to. Aussies Gary Bridge, Bruce Clark,
and Stuart Raper should be with us soon, we have signed Neil Clawson from Featerstone,
David Topliss is back with us, and Graham Starkey has been entitled to help with the training
and coaching and form a three-man backroom team with Frank Myler and Brian Gartland.

Here we go then at the start of a brand new season. It has been a traumatic summer in many
ways... but faith, hope and sheer hard work have broughtus up to the starting gun once more.
Now its up to the players to run the race!

Pallet Racking
and Shelving -
Used

We buy and sell Dexion, Link,
Hilo, Acrow, efc.
Free design service
Nationwide delivery and
installation

LARGEST STOCKISTS OF GOOD
EQUIPMENT IN THE UK

Contact
Dave Munton or Keith Potter

NORSTOR
TWO BRIDGES ROAD, NEWHEY,
ROCHDALE OL16 3SR
Tel: 0706 881212 Telex 635091

Bottom Building
Contractors

Industrial or Domestic Work
Extensions — Double Glazing
Damp Proof Courses — Dry Rot
Pointing — Bricklaying
Rendering
All Types of Replacement
DOORS & WINDOWS
Grant Work, Insurance Work
Building Society Work
Complete Renovations
Local Authority Approved
Member of Federation of
Master Builders

RING NOW FOR FREE
QUOTATION
061-620 1670

"~
-1

Prince George
Hotel

193 RIPPONDEN ROAD
WATERSHEDDINGS
OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328

Good Food
Lunch and Evenings
Bar Snacks, Lunches and
A La Carte

(PARTIES CATERED FOR)

TRIP TO THE RACES
STARTWITHA
MAN-SIZED BREAKFAST

INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL
EQUIPMENT

Reconditioned
Supermarket Trollys

T60 - £11-00 — T90 - £13-:00

T100 - £15-00
T120 - £17-00

Discount for Quantities
Large number of

Garment Rails also available

Telephone:
0706 881212 (day)
061-620 6323 (evening)




HARVEYS OLDHAMLTD

Bottom O'Th’ Moor Huddersfield Road Oldham
Telephone 061 624 6042

HARVEYS OF OLDHAM
@B FOR NISSAN ofhn

" is Oldham RLFC

Stocks of Replicas
available at:

Romida Sports,
8 Curzon Street, Oldham
and Commercial Department

=  SALFORD
@ AUTOMATICS LTD

Franklin Industrial Estate, Franklin Street,
Oldham OL1 2AX

TELEPHONE: 061-665-2760/061-678-8057

COMMERCIAL
CORNER

A lot of supporters have been watching the activities of
the Commercial Department with great interest and
some have been worried during the closed season
about the directions the club has been taking. The
situation at Watersheddings is that the financial is
precarious and unpopular decisions have had to be
made to make it pay its way. However you will be able
to see some of the changes made this season. [ would
like to hear from anyone who would like to help us with
fund-raising and from any ladies who would like to run
fund-raising evenings. We hope you like the new
programme and would like to hear your comments

See you at the next game.
Niall T. Morley (Commercial Manager)

LIFELINE

Last weeks £1,000 winner was NO.1283, M Crowley.

We have a lot of new exciting things coming in Lifeline
and the new foreign players will be helping with
promotion work and any suggestions regarding
promotion to be forwarded to us.

If you are not already a member of the Lifeline society
why not join now. Telephone 626 4501

Les Bostock (Lifeline Manager)
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It gives me great
pleasure once again in
joining all my old
mates. It was a difficult
decision for me as to
whether to come back
into full-time Rugby
but I feel that this year
that Oldham have
a great chance of
getting the pot or
doing something
different.
[ consider it a great
honour to be asked to
captain a fantastic side
atmyage. [ wantto see
everybody at
Watersheddings to get
behind us to make my
opening game one we
can get some points
and start the season
with a jolly good win

| overLeeds
1 LIS
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w T

AL T

FOR TIMBER

NEW TIMBER
LOWEST PR'CES

Head Office: Medlock Sawmills, Shaw Road, Oldham. Tel: 061-652 5421. Telex: 666505
Depots at: Manchester 061-834 8505 - Rochdale 47208 + Ashton 061-308 3746
Oldham 061-620 2128 + Bury 061-761 6416 + Sale 061-973 9578




