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Blue Shorts

Nick Wright
Colin Hawkyard
Mick Parrish
Des Foy

Jim Hornby
Ray Ashton
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Wally Jones
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Andy Goodway
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Terry Flanagan
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Red & White Hooped Jerseys
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Matchball donated by
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G.K. BARBER
Builder & Bricklaying
Contractor

Ripponden Rd., Oldham
061-633 9312

Referee:

J.E. Smith (Halifax)

Touch Judges:
R. Carter - Pink Flag
J. Hobbs - Orange Flag

LEIGH

Blue Jerseys

White Shorts
Gary Stravins
Des Drummond
Steve Donlan
John Henderson
Phil Fox
John Woods
Shane Varley
Tommy Martyn
Gary Hughes
Derek Pyke
Tony Cotterrel
Jeff Clarke
John Westhead
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NEXT MATCHES AT WATERSHEDDINGS

Sunday, 18th March, 1984, Oldham v. Warrington, K.O. 3.00 p.m.
Sunday, 25th March, 1984, Oldham v. Whitehaven, K.O. 3.00 , .m.

Printed by ‘The Charlesworth Press’, Manchester Road, Mossley, Tel: 3551
Typesetting by Keyline Typesetting, 8 Stamford Street, Mossley. Tel: 5424
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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: R. Hatton
Chairman: H. V. Ashworth
Vice-Chairman: J Bowden
Treasurer: J. Hall
Assistant Teasurer: P. Lovett
Committee: K. Broadbent, R. Ogden, K. Potter, N. Tench, D. Walton
Hon. Architects: Hall, Needham Associates
Hon. Club Solicitor: A. J. Adler
Secretary: John A. Clark
Coaching Staff: Peter Smethurst (Coach), Frank Barrow (Ass. Coach)
Brian Gartland-(Colts Coach)

Professional Playing Staff

Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - Brian Caffrey - L. Chadwick - Leslie Cook
M. Coombes - Stephen Dobb - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Des Foy - Andrew Goodway
Colin Hawkyard - Jim Hornby - Clive Jones - Wally Jones - Paddy Kirwan
Steve Littler - Paul Lowndes - Alan McCurrie - Robert-Marsden - Mick Morgan - Geoff Munro
Tom Naidole - David Nicholson - Tony Ogden Denis O'Neil - S, Paterson
Mike O'Rourke - Gareth Owen - Mick Parrish - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard - lan Sanderson - Paul Sherman
Alan Taylor - Mick Taylor - G. Vigo - Gary Walczak - Joe Warburton - Mike Worrall - C. Willis

LALAN SOLID TIMBER
HAND CARVED DOORS

\\\\PEWTER ~
Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr H Thompson. Club Doctor: Dr. | Quereshi

BRONZE Hon. Consultant Surgeon: Mr. M. Shafig. Hon. Consultant Dental Surgeon: Mr. W. C Mellor

Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonnelle. Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J Watkins
Commercial Manager: Terry Conroy

- * Development Association: Clegg Street, Oldham. Tel: 061-620 4870

Social Club Manager: Ray Fletcher Groundsman: J. Walker

Asst. Groundsman: W Caine Official Time Keeper: J Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

Record Victory 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K. R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £9,100 v Wakefield 24th Feb. 1980
Record transfer fee paid £18,500 to Hunslet for Mick Parrish Sept. 1980
Record transfer fee received £11,002, 10s. from Workington for Ike Southward Jan. 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 points v Liverpool City April 59
First game October 21st, 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of points scored Bernard Ganley 2,881
3 th Most appearances Joe Ferguson 685
"”Y”"';g X’% \ Most tries . Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233. Since 1900 Alan Davies 182
, A/HE il " | CLUB HONOURS

7/ { ' : R | " Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
4 WHITE PLAS ) ] hoN N \ Rugners—ug: 1906-07, 1807-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
\ WL DD N . sA VA 4 N First Division Champions: " ’ 1ggd-gg

TY 4 , i ' Second Division Champions: 1963-64 and 1981-
S TEAK PE PLAS ? f/ // e Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
{ ) 4 ; : // A aull' | il Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
P ’.2_ ' \ 47 £ - 3 Lancashire Cup Winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34
/m -i I LLP LAS \ SCOTTFIELD SAW MILLS 1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59
™ 4 ) . ASHTON ROAD, OLDHAM Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
) El,— ),/ (4 / Phone: 061-652 7421 Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
// 7 1/f) Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1918-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
A LL - ! Lancashire Shield Winners: 1975-76 and 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80



I WATERSHEDDINGS SURVEY ]

MARCH will be a vital month for the Oldham club because we have a spell of five games in the month,
four of which are here at Watersheddings.

It is crucial that we pick up First Division points during the month with four consecutive Sunday
home matches, starting with last Sunday'’s match against Bradford Northern.

Leigh are here today, followed by Warrington next Sunday and Whitehaven on the following
Sunday, so it is obvious that the next few weeks will be vital,

We have also arranged to play our outstanding match at Leigh on Wednesday night, March 21,
which is sandwiched between the Warrington and Whitehaven fixtures.

The First Division is so competitive, both at the top and the bottom, that while it is true to say
that we need points to ensure ourselves of First Division survival it is equally true to say that we could
still finish up in the top eight, as we did last year, if we can string one or two victories together.

There is clearly everything to play for over the remaining weeks of the season and don’t forget
that as we still have ten games to play we have still got one-third of the season left.

With a total of 20 league points to play for we could still make amends for all the disappointments
of the past few weeks.

Our Challenge Cup campaign duly came to an end at Wigan in the second round, but after all the
comings and goings of the past few weeks we can now settle down to trying to get things right for the
remainder of the season.

Warrington will provide very attractive opposition next week, not only because they have some of
the best-known players in the game but because they have an outside chance of League honours and
they will be coming here determined to improve upon the result of the corresponding match at Wilder-
spool which ended in a draw after a real thriller.

Full back Steve Hesford's trusty boot has enabled him to overtake the never-to-be-forgotton Brian
Bevan as the Wires' leading points scorer of all time.

Ken Kelly is a vital cog at half-back and the Wires back line can boast players of the calibre of Phil
Ford, a lethal finisher, John Bevan and Ronnie Duane, a youngster who is a hot favourite to earn
selection on the summer tour of Australia.

Up front, Warrington boast one of the most prolific forward try scorers in Bob Eccles, together
with former Oldham hooker Roger O'Mahoney, a talented youngster in Mike Gregory and a willing
worker in Tony Worrall, brother of our own Mick Worrall,

We hope that as many of you as possible will rally round next week, and the week after, because if
the club is to be successful we must have people through the turnstiles to provide the revenue that
counts for so much.

It is in periods of disappointment that the club needs your support and loyalty more than ever and
we trust we can rely on you to give us your support next week for the visit of the Wires and the
following week when Whitehaven are here.

After all, we do have an old score to settle against the Cumbrians and by then we are hoping we
will have picked up some points not only to take us away from the bottom region but hopefully
towards a real challenge for a top-eight place once more,

You will recall that we had a similarly disappointing period last year when we went several matches
without a good performance, a period which included a home defeat by Workington in the cup and a
defeat at Carlisle in the league.

We ultimately got the act together again and a run of five consecutive wins finally proved enough
to land us in the top eight and earn a lucrative Premiership first-round tie at Hull.

That should encourage everyone to pull out something extra over the next few weeks of a season
that still has a lot to offer.

INSURANCE?

Talk person to person

As Oldham’s largest insurance consultants
we offer a full and, most important a
personal service for all types of msurance
It's a service we're proud to extend to
maortgages, both domestic and infiustrial
Pop in anytime and you're quaranteed the
friendliest of attention

Established over 50 yvears

(INSURANCES) (L TD
s 061 A33236] 4

Whitehead & Lees
(Insurances) Ltd.

14 Umon Street. Oldham (tel 061-633 2161)

RAY HATTON

(CLUB PRESIDENT)

FOR YOUR
CENTRAL HEATING
RING

061-766 2434




BREWEX 1983 CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS
INTERNATIONAL
BOTTLED LAGER CHAMPIONSHIP

'HISTORICAL NOTES ON
LEIGH by Tom Webb

FOR a change we start the historical notes with a list of results. These go back almost a hundred years
and were copied from a Leigh newspaper when | was doing research on the club.

Leigh Opponents’

Score Score
Season: P w L D G T Pts. G T Pts.
1885-86 23 21 0 2 21 30 190 1 6 23
1886-87 30 7 9 4 29 38 252 15 28 154
1887-88 32 24 ) 4 29 60 320 4 12 56
1888-89 35 23 9 3 22 50 260 17 16 126
1889-90 38 17 1" 10 17 26 128 9 23 109
189091 38 16 17 5 34 27 129 21 33 99
189192 39 18 15 6 25 44 212 23 37 183
1892-93 43 17 17 9 36 34 235 27 31 187
1893-94 40 25 6 9 36 61 352 16 10 116
189495 27 10 10 7 9 25 119 14 16 119
1895-96 42 21 17 4 27 38 232 35 36 266
189697 32 14 13 5 17 19 125 18 30 172
1897-98 36 16 17 3 56 64 304 31 57 237
1898-99 31 21 10 0 46 42 218 17 40 154
1899-1900 31 1 15 5 33 39 183 30 62 246
Total 517 271 170 76 437 697 3259 278 443 2242

Be warned, don’t try to make sense of the goals and tries equalling the value of the total points for
the seasons until 1897-98 when the value of all goals counted two points and tries three points,
Previously a converted try counted as a goal, five points and the tries were then ignored. Putting the
ball down over the opponents’ line gave a team the right to ““try’" at goal. When we use the term
"“conversion’’ we mean that goal points have been added to a try. The word *‘conversion’ is today an
anachronism and we could very well bring our rules up to date. We score a try by placing the ball
down between the opposition’s goal line and the dead ball line. We could very well alter the name to
“try line"".

In the Rugby Union days and in the first two seasons of our game as the Northern Union, a drop-
ped goal was worth four points, a penalty goal three points, a try three points and a conversion kick
two points, which as already stated counted as part of the five points goal, three points for the try and
two points for a successful kick at goal or a conversion.

Can the readers of this programme remember the players whose names appeared on the retained
list for the Leigh club at the end of season 1950-51? This list was published in the ““Rugby Leaguer"’
on August 18th, 1951,

Allen, Trevor centre; Breare, Richard full back; Baxter, Kenneth stand-off; Burke, Jeffrey J., loose-
forward; Benson, Basil wing; Bennett, John full back: Beatty, George stand-off; Brown, Ronald stand-
off; Coffey, Benjamin front row forward; Cleworth, Albert wing; Christy, Albert loose-forward;
Curran, Leslie loose-forward; Chadwick, Brian scrum half; Driver, Thomas full back; Delooze, Brian
second row forward; Edden, Harry front row forward; Egan, Joseph hooker; Foster, Peter loose-
forward; Freeman, Thomas front row forward; Green, Harry scrum half; Holdbrook, Kenneth loose-
forward; Harris, Norman centre; Hughes, George second row forward; Hill, Joseph scrum half; Kerwick,
Edward, centre; Kindon, William C. wing; Kitchen, Frank wing; Ledgard, James A. full back; Lannon,
Patrick hooker; Lowe, John centre; Marston, Peter front row forward; Morgan, Frank wing; McFarlane,
William loose-forward; Pawsey, Charles H. second row forward: Pugsley, Yendil H. front row forward:
Riley, Peter scrum half; Ruffley, V. front row forward: Stephens, Terry hooker; Skeech, T.E. second
row forward; Siddle, Ronald centre; Savin, M.T. front row forward; Stone, Arthur second row forward,
Tobin, John full back; Tabern, Walter second row forward; Thomas, Albert second row forward;
Vallet, Austin stand-off; Wood, John wing; and Wright, George second row forward.

One or two of the players never appeared in the ranks of the Leigh first team while others spent
part of their careers with other clubs. Brian Chadwick was only 16 years old. Joe Egan, the Great
Britain and England hooker was the club coach. Harry Edden was the son of the late Jack Eddon,
referee and later Swinton director for many years,




l LEIGH'S RETURN TRIP

LEIGH are back here at Watersheddings today following a decision of the Rugby League
management committee to order a replay of the game that ended prematurely on January
8th when Leyland referee John Mean called a halt because of fighting.

Tommy Bishop’s team was leading at the time and as they also knocked us out of the
John Player Special Trophy they will doubtless come to Watersheddings today with
plenty of confidence.

They will have a similar line-up in action as the side they fielded on January 8th, with
the exception of one or two significant changes.

The biggest difference to one of the fastest back lines in the game could see the switch
of John Woods and Steve Donlan back to their original positions.

Early in the season, Donlan was moved from centre to stand-off with Woods pulled
out wider to partner Test flier Des Drummond on the right flank.

More recently, however, Woods has again tugged on the No. 6 jersey with Donlan
moving back into the centre position. .

Most significant change in the pack is the introduction of teenager Gary Hughes at
hooker, and Hughes must have made a big impression as he has been getting the vote
ahead of such men as Ray Tabern and local lad Gary Ainsworth.

We may also see our own Adrian Alexander in action today in the Leigh jersey. Alex-
ander is at Hilton Park on our rent-a-player scheme, and he played in a recent win at
Featherstone which brought to an end a Leigh losing sequence that has borne some
similarity to our own poor run.

Leigh have three experienced props from whom to choose, and Alexander will be
challenging for a place alongside Alf Wilkinson and Derek Pyke.

The emergence of Tony Cottrell as a second-row man and the return after a long
injury lay-off of Tommy Martyn gives Leigh plenty of options in the back-row and this
led to the sale recently of lan Potter, who went to Wigan for an undisclosed fee.

Martyn, one of the best play-makers in the game today, returned to action at Feather-
stone and it was perhaps no coincidence that Leigh marked his return with an impressive
win at Post Office Road.

Gary Stradins has filled the Leigh full back spot following the retirement of Mick
Hogan, and the back line of Drummond, Henderson, Donlan and Fox needs no intro-
duction!

There could be a new contender for a place in this speedy line-up in the shape of
young St. Helens lad Chris Johnson, who has had some impressive /A’ team games in
recent weeks. He will be remembered here as being sent off with Chris Willis in a recent
reserve match.

Woods will probably form an all-international half-back pairing with New Zealander
Shane Varley, who has had a tremendous season for the Leigh club.

The back-row trio will probably come from Cottrell, Kiwi Jeff Clarke, Martyn and
teenager John Westhead.

All told, Leigh have a nice blend of youth and experience, pace and power and they
will provide attractive opposition today during our run of four consecutive Sunday home
matches during March.

NEW TIMBER
AT THE
LOWEST PRICE

Stockists of:
TIMBER PLYWOOD
HARDBOARD

WINDOWS
DOORS MOULDINGS

ROOF INSULATION

Plus all your timber requirements

. Medlock Sawmills. Shaw Road Oldham
Head Office

oy 061-652 5421
Ramsbot tom \é Littlebor sugh
B R -

—— o o 4
ROCHDAL City Sawmills Oldham Road Ancoats
- 061834 8505
Heywood Milnrow

/ J Cromtord Street. Derker Street, Oldham
o i Shaw
v,»k\,-\\ e

\

Radchffe e WHHENE f e Fivion m
N § Crossfield Sawmills. Crawtord St
(OLDHA ROChdale Rochdale 47208

061-6202128

PPIKHMJIVQ\ < 0 <C .
[ASHTON|

fertes ~ A;’NCR-LS B Oxtord St Sawmills 1corner of William St)
/ Dukinfield Ashton-U-Lyne 061-308 3746

Bright St Sawmills. Bright Street
Bury 061-761 6416

41 Glebelands Road. Sale
061-973 9578




After the game
have a night
on the town.

Oldham Brewery-
Brewers of traditional Lancashire Ales.

LUEZAAN

pacemakersin civil engineering

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
Telephone: 061-620 2115/6/7

Rossy @ Broe

Prices quoted on all major Rugby League Competitions

RUGBY LEAGUE HANDICAP coupons weekly

Let us put you on our mailing list.

Open your credit account by phoning John Moony on (0482) 51272

This guarantees a credit facility for all racing and other sporting events
202-204 Hawthorn Avenue Hull HU3 5LL

Rossy @ Broe

O.B TETLEY ALES

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Call in for a drink after the match

Fullrestaurant facilities 4.30 p.m. — 9.30 p.m.

Private rooms available for weddings, etc.

Telephone: 061-624 0368
TETLEY O.B. ALES




SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS

President: Mr. D. Blackburn, Chairman: Mr. D. Pilkington, Vice-Chairman: Miss A.

Collinge, Treasurer: Mr. T. Heywood, Secretary: Mrs. J. Pilkington, Committee: Mrs. H.

Heywood, Mr. I Pilkington, Mrs. L. Wolstencroft, Mrs. E. Crowther, Mr. C. Clarke,

Mr. S. Chadderton, Mrs. L. Chadderton, Mr. B. Doleman, Mrs. A. Doleman, Mr. J. Gallagher,
Karen Winterburn, Sue Collinge, Grace Doleman.

The Supporters Club would like to extend a very warm welcome to our visitors from
Leigh and their Supporters Club members and invite them to all our canteens and souvenir
shops situated at different parts of the ground.

Our souvenir shop is situated at the pavilion end of the ground for the sale of Sweaters,
£10.00 each; Sweatshirts, £8.50 adults, juniors £6.50; Scarves (Oldham), £2.75; Bar
Scarves, £2.50; Ties, £3.50; Label Badges, 65p; Blazer Badges, £8.50; Bob Hats £1.25.
Oldham red and white shirts with club badge on at different prices according to sizes.
We have now opened a Programme Shop in the hut at The Waterhead End of the ground.

The Supporters Club are once again running a Wembley Draw with prizes of —Winner £50
Losing Finalist £20, Losing Semi-Finalist £5, All other teams £1. Anyone wishing to sell
any of the above tickets for us please see Miss A. Collinge at the small canteen behind the
stand. Price of the tickets are 50p a book.

FUN RUN this year is being run on Sunday, May 20th 1984. There are two runs, one
is A Family Run of approximately 3 miles to commence at 11 a.m. Entry fee of £1.50
and A SENIOR RUN of a distance of 7.6 miles (age limit of 17 years and over) to
commence at 12 noon over the course as last year. Entry fee of £2.00. For details of
these inquire at canteens.

The Player of the Year Dance is being held on Friday, 11th May at 8 p.m.in the Social
Club.

JUNIOR SUPPORTERS CLUB

Are you aged up to fourteen?

Do you want the chance to be a ball boy? If so, contact Joe Gallagher today at the
Souvenir Shop or on any Monday night in the Social Club 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. and become a
member of the newly formed Junior Reds.

Membership fee £1.00 which includes club badge.
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Colin Hawk yard flies for the corner against Bradford but the try
was disallowed.

Craig Coyle falls to a copy-book tackle in the cup-tie against Huyton.

14

Mick Parrish landed five goals to give Oldham a 10-4 win over Bradford.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY COURTESY ULDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE
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We Extend a Very Warm Welcome to Our Match Sponsors Today

EMBRO (Macclesfield) LTD.

THE PERFECT

-
palllts Crown Decorative Products Ltd . Crown House. Darwen Lancashire BB3 0BG

OLDHAM R.L.F.C. VICE-PRESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

H Ashworth

J. Ashworth

M. Ashworth
Mr. & Mrs Butterworth
Mr. & Mis. L Buckley
C. Broadbent

J. Broadbent

Mr. & Mrs Broadbent
|. Bramley

J. Buckley

G Bunting

K. Broadbent

J. Bowden

N Biady

J. Crossiey

W Campbell

N A, Cullen

N. Cunningham

A. Cloran

C Clare

Mr & Mrs J Dawson
B Dunketley

Mt & Mis. D Dunker ley
F Diskin

E Douglas

J. Dawscn

I Dillon

T Doyle

L Eyie

G Foishaw

K Fisher

D Firepint ik

. B Gallagher

G Gallagher
J. Gallagher
R Goodwin
D Goodie:
G. Gore 16

A Guttith
J.Han

R Hickson

A Heningham
R. Halstead

J B Howell
S. Hamilton
R Hardake
K Lioyd

R. Langton
P Lovern

J Matthews
G R Mills
R Mills

M B Meadowe

W Minion
J McH:ah

ot

J Mathe:

R Ogyden

A Philhips

W Perrnins

K Paotter

E “Scholes

S Shephe

J Stevenson

E Taylo

N. Tench

Dr D. Walton

Dr & Mrs. D Walton
L. Whittake:

D. Whittaker

M: & Mrs. Whitehead
G Wilson

. Whitehead

S Wrigley

Harvey

Ashworth

(manchester Ltd.)

(CHAIRMAN OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE Football Club)
The Abattoir, River Park Road, Manchester 10
Tel: 061-223 2097

WILDBORES
RADIOS LTD.

4 HENSHAW STREET (opposite C&A’s)
OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7907
Branches at

141, Milnrow Road, (near Hornets)
and * Rochdale

Boshers,
67, High Street,
Lees.

76, Yorkshire Street,
Oldham

All leading makes of
VIDEO
Colour T.V. and Teletext

Ferguson Panasonic LT.T.
Hitachi and Sharp.

ns and Stereo Radio Cassettes
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&L Eurotrav House, 290 Middieton Road, Oldham. OL9 6JH Telephone. 061-6780512. Telex 668571 Eurtra G.

WINTER/SUMMER
’83 ’84

Book your Holidays with
EUROTRAV

To Malta, Tenerife. Benidorm, Jersey and Costa Del Sol.

HOTELS OR APARTMENTS
We offer you the best possible deal

SUPERSAVER HOLIDAYS

Give Eurotrav a ring for your last minute bookings.
We can save you £ffs

WEMBLEY ’84
R.L. CUP FINAL

Saturday, 5th May, 1984
For details give us a ring.

We offer discounts and free seats on group bookings

When calling our office mention you saw the advertisement
in O.R.L.F.C. Programme

Givesyou an

unfair
advantage

Mitre Sports. Bayhall Works Bitkby Hudderstieiad Yorks, LK
Ter D484 17488 Teles 5. 730




W S TN S
10 Knowsley Street, Cheetham,
Manchester.

We supply everything from a
Bandage to Breathing Apparatus

Tel: 061-834 0793/4/5

DINE AT THE

Prince George Hotel
(Residential)

193, Ripponden Road,
Oldham.
061-633 1328

Excellent Food
Superbly Served

Lunch Time 12.00 - 2.00
(Monday to Friday)

Evenings from 6.30
(Monday to Saturday)

Wedding Breakfasts
and
Special Occasions
Caterted For

JOE GALLAGHER

PAINTER and DECORATOR

26 Alva Road Telephone
Watersheddings 061-652 0208
Oldham

KEN LEYLAND
SIGNWRITER
Tel: 061-620 1056

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE
OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY'S

Oldham

Evening
Chronicle

GEORGE & SHEILA

Welcome you to

THE BULLS HEAD

Luncheons, Bar Snacks.
Morning drive breakfasts

OGDEN, NEWHEY,
ROCHDALE.

Shaw 847992

FLASHBACK by Tom Webb

How many of our supporters remember the corresponding day 5, 10, 15 years ago?

FIVE YEARS AGO
Sunday, 11th March, 1979
Oldham 5 4 22 Huyton 1 1 5 (Second Division)

Oldham: O’Brien; Elliott, Larder (2 tries), Newell, Jackson; Munro, Paterson (try);
Fiddler (5 goals), O'Mahoney (try), Taylor, Hall, Hawkyard, Jewett.
Substitutes, Ratcliffe did not play, Byram for Hall after 58 minutes.

Huyton: Andrews; Burke (try), Tabern, Sheehy, Nuttall; O’'Neill (goal), Bishop; Goulding,
Walker, Middlehurst, Coope, Wilcox, Heesom.
Substitutes, Prescott and Hartley for Sheehy and Wilcox.

Referee, B. Shooman (Leeds). Half-time score 10-2. Attendance 879.

TEN YEARS AGO

Oldham had no match. The “A’" team on Saturday March 9, 1974 defeated Huyton ‘A"
by 30-0.

Oldham’s junior clubs were either in the Huddersfield and Halifax Joint League or the
North Western Counties League. The Joint League later became the present Pennine
League. Waterhead were virtually unassailable at the top of the first division. Mayfield,
Fitton Hill and Saddleworth Rangers were in the first division. Salem Hornets, Mayfield
“A" and Spotland Rangers were in the second division. Ferranti and Higginshaw were
in the third division. St. Annes were members of the Warrington based North Western
Counties League.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO
Tuesday, March 11th, 1969
Oldham 3 1 9 Swinton 2 3 13 (All clubs were in one division)

Oldham: Whitehead (2 goals); Elliott, Murphy, Buckley, Davies; Briggs (goal and try),
Sayer; Wilson, Taylor, Ogden, Irving, McCourt, Clark.

Substitutes, Dunn did not play, McCormack for Whitehead at half-time.

Swinton: Gowers (goal); Williams, Fleet, Buckley (try), Pratt; W. Davies, Kenny (try);
Bate, Clarke, Mackay, Holliday, Whittle, Smith.

Substitute Lowe played.

Referee, E. Lawrinson, Warrington. Half-time score 9-6. Attendance 3,577

TUESDAY EVENINGS 8.00 - 9.00 p.m.

AEROBICS CLASS FOR BEGINNERS
AT THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS
Call in or call 620 4870 for information
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Sportwear

BUKTA CLOTHING, REPLICA SHIRTS
PUMA BOOTS AND TRAINING SHOES AS WORN
BY OLDHAM R.L.F.C. ARE AVAILABLE FROM

TENCH (sports) LIMITED

[J S4 ARNDALE CENTRE
MIDDLETON
MANCHESTER
Tel.: 061-643 7515

(] 16 THE PARADE
SWINTON
MANCHESTER
Tel.: 061-794 0995

North West
Decoiling Ltd.

Steel Stockholders
Decoilers & Shearers

Tel
0925 415111

Telex:
627135

FOR AN EARLY
MORNING DELIVERY
SERVICE OF MILK

& DAIRY PRODUCE
WE HAVE

i ﬂqax‘»”

C THE DAIRY

ON YOUR
Tel: 633 3911 DOORSTEP

REGENT STREET,
OLDHAM.

The Dairy That’s
Proud Of It’s
Service

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM
DOES

%)

G. Barlow &
Sons Ltd.

19 UNION STREET WEST -
OLDHAM Tel: 624 4301

BOOK WITH
THE FRIENDLY ONE

Travel
Agency

The Market Hall,
Albion St., Oldham
Telephone: 061-652 2118/9




BRIAN BATTY bpaily Mail

A fascinating battle, spanning the Pennines, is taking place for the honour of becoming the League's
top try scorer this season.

Those deadly rivals Widnes and Hull have fought some memorable Cup ties in recent seasons but
now the interest is centred on individuals.

Hull’s exciting 18-year-old centre Gary Schofield is facing up, with refreshing enthusiasm, to the
twin threat posed by Widnes winger John Basnett and his teammate Joe Lydon.

The fact that all three players are included in the Great Britain squad to prepare for Australia has
given the struggle added flavour.

Schofield has made an unbelievable start to his professional career considering he only turned
professional last August.

His strong running and eye for a half chance have made him a player to watch and one set for the
big time.

When you consider the enforced lay off that Basnett suffered through a broken hand the ex-Rugby
Union star has wasted little time making up for lost ground.

When Basnett powers in from the wing it is an enthralling sight and Naughton Park fans clearly
delight in his ability to scatter defenders like confetti once he gets into top gear.

It can be fatal to allow Basnett to build up pace just as it is asking for trouble to allow the faster
and more elusive runner Lydon any real room.

What Lydon lacks in power he makes up for in classy running yet all three players have so much to
offer with completely contrasting styles.

Batley's highly rated flier Carl Gibson is leading a pack of challengers in which Oldham’s scrum half
Ray Ashton has lost out through a recurring back injury when he was going well.

Leigh have two challengers in high scoring skipper John Woods and winger Phil Fox while also
making a bid are Hunslet’s Graham King and Barrow's Ralph Connell.

IT now seems impossible to imagine that France — whether they are playing League or Union — will
ever rid themselves of fouling, spiteful and cowardly tactics.

Over the years the Test clashes with France that have ugly incidents have completely overshadowed
the football and we've had every worst type of foul in the book.

And again the questions are being asked as to whether or not it is worth continuing to play them
for what value these games provide.

Britain's skipper Brian Noble, nursing a gashed head after being stamped on at Headingley, has no
doubt that it is a waste of time.

And it is more than just coincidence that 24 hours after the Headingley clash we had the French
Rugby Union side handing out some of the same tactics as the League men in the clash against Wales.

Australian referee John Gocher, the man the French wanted to ban after Avignon for stamping
on their tactics, left Headingley covered in spit from French prop Max Chantal.

At Cardiff, French skipper Jean Pierre Rives had made a sour farewell with a snarling, spitting clash
with the Welsh forwards.

Had France got on with trying to play rugby at Headingley they might well have won instead of
presenting Britain with another penalty points to stroll home.

France tackled well at times but Britain made it easy for them with too much one-man rugby,
little supporting play and scarcely any inspiration.

New Zealand coach Graham Lowe was most diplomatic afterwards and with a Test series to come
refused to write off Britain.

Quite rightly he pointed to a fine defensive show by Britain but felt that they had failed to get the
basics right for so much of a miserable encounter.

Lowe also realised that the Test team was to a large extent an experimental one and a long way
from the finished articles.

Britain’s manager Dick Gemmell did more than hint afterwards that only a few players in the side
had any real chance of making the Test side that will face Australia and New Zealand.



[ - OLDHAM R.L.F.C. FIXTURES 1983-84 ]

FIRST TEAM FIXTURES ‘A’ TEAM FIXTURES

Aug. 14 St Helens (Friendly) (3.00) . . . H 10-32 1983
21 Leeds(300) . . ... .. _H25-16 Aug. 11 St Helens (Friendly) (730) . . . AP
28 Bradford N.(300) . . . . . . . A8-14 . 17 Oldham Amateur RL (7.30) . . H40-2
Sept” 4 Lancs. Cup (1) Workington . . . H 26-20 26 Lancashire Amateur RL(7.30) . HP
11 Featherstone R, (330) . . . . . A 2416 Sept. 2
14 Lancs. Cup (2)Swinton . ., . . A6-8 10 Barrow (300) . . . ... .. H 20-16
18 Fulham (3100) . «u & 5 viwis H 30.12 15 Swintan (LRCS 1st leg) (7.30) . A 26-16
25 HullKR.(300) . . . . .. .. A1g-18 - 23 Saord(730) . ....... H 30-24
Oct. 2 St Heleds(300) . . .. ... H 32-6 - 29 St.Holens(7.30) . . v v e A8-28
9 Widnes(300) . . ... ... H 10-20
19 Castlefo'('d (7.3;0) s IR 7 Widnes(730) .. ..o e A 1228
29 HOLBOON = o s s & & aiol H18-12 13 Warrington (730) . . . . . . . H 30-12
30 Warrington (3.00) . . - . . . . A 22.22 20 Swinton (LRCS 2nd Leg) (7.30) . H 8-0
Nov. 6 JOHN PLAYER(1)(Leigh) . . . . H12-20 27 lLancs. Amateur RL (7.30) . . . H22-9
13 Wigan(300) . . . . . . ... H 8-4 Nov. 4
20 Fulham (300) . . . . . ... A 4-21 9 Wigan . . . ...... - - A30-32
27 HullKR. (300) . . . H10-18 17 Saddleworth ARLFC . . . . . H 40-7
Dec. 4 Leigh(330) . ... ... AP 25
11 FeatherstoneR. (300) . . . . . HP
18 Wakefield T. (3.30) . . . . .. A22-28 Pec: 1 Leigh{@30) . (v o wioib & AP
26 Salford (300) . . . ... .. H 18-6 9. Widnes (7.30) (Lancs. Shield) . A 14.8
1984 15 Swinton(730) . . ... .. .H1212
Jan. 2 Lleeds(300) . ... .... A 1216 21 Widnes (7 30) (Lancs Shield) . H 14-8
8 Lagh (300 .~ i w s we ~HA 30
22 Wigan{300) . . .. .. ... AP . 1984
29 Castleford (300) . . . . . HP Jor. B Leigh(Z230): v 3« 567 5 ia A 18-28
Feb: & Hull(300) . . . «4% % & . A 8-20 12
12 STATE EXPRESS CHAL. CUP (1) H 28-10 19 Wigan (7.30) .«.s s = 9.5 . H18-32
19 Whitehaven (3.30) . . . . . . A B8-42 26
26 STATE EXPRESS CHAL. CUP {(2) H 6-30 Feb. 3 Warrington (7.30) . . TR -
Mar. 4 Bradford Northern (300) . . . H 104 9
11 Leigh(300) .. ....... H 16 St Helens (7.30) HP
18 Warrnington (300) . . . . . . . H 25 Barrow (2.30) AP
25 Whitehaven (300) . . . . . . H Mar. 1 Swinton (7.30) . . . o i ol VLD
Apr 1 St Helens (300) . . . ... .A 8 Warrington (7.30) (Shield Final) H
8 Widnes(300) . . .. .. .. A 16 Salford (7.30) SR -
15 Wakefield T. (300) . . . . . . H 22 Widnes(7.30) . . . .. ... H
20 Salford (300) . . . . ... A 30 Warrington (7.30) (Shield Final) A

Jan. 28 Rdthdale (230) . . . . . . . . A
Feb. 4 Salford(300) . ... .... A
25 Halifax(300) . . . . ... .. H
Mar. 3 Rochdale H.(300) . . . . .. A
10 Barrow (300) . . . . . .. A
X NN o o o 66w w e H
24 Huddersfield (300) . . . . .. A
31 Bramley(300) . . . . .. .. A
April 7 Salford(300) . . . ... .. H
14 Bramley(300) . . . . .. .. H
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THE BREW THAT SPONSORS RUGBY LEAGUE DRINK IT AT -

THE SHEPHERDS BOY
Hudderstield Road,
Oldham

Your Hosts
COLIN & NORMA

Bar Snacks available

Allthe best from
Matthew Brown X

Convert to Slalom Lager at

PRINCE OF WALES
Spencer Street,
Oldham

Your Hosts
MARGARET & BARRY

Bar Snacks available

Allthe bestfrom
Matthew Brown %




