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Read the Man in
the Lions Den

Read Trevor Baxter

SYKES
BAKERY

Homemade Bread, Cakes, Pies

every week and Cooked Meats
Outside Catering our Speciality.
in the Caterers to Swinton R.L.F.C.

598 BOLTON ROAD

PENDLEBURY
P 205 MANCHESTERRD.
KEARSLEY
Telephone:

ONLY 14p 061-794 3422 or 37 75005

Improve your performance
withTom Garner

Whether you're thinking of buying
anew car or servicing your present
one, Tom Garner can give you
unbeatable service.

Tom Garner offer a choice of any
Talbot or Peugeot model.

Plus the Talbot Fair Deal Promise.
That adds up to a great deal.

@® 6 years anti-corrosion warranty

And as the North West's largest
Talbot and Peugeot main dealer, Tom
Garner can tailor a leasing scheme to
suit your business and leisure needs

Tom Garner also offer a Full 34
point service and Safety Check on any
model which includes: parts, labour, ol
and VAT And all parts used are

® 6 months road tax Motaquip parts.

® Delivery Soif you're looking for an improved
® Tank of petrol performance from a new, or your old

® Number plates car, callin and see us or contact Roland

@® Extra Care Warranty. Holloway on 061-834 6677

‘THhar'4 the wm vy bty

Knott Mill, Bury New Rd.,
Manchester Salford
061-834 6677 061-792 6131

Open 7 days a week

-

HONOURS LIST
Rugby League Challenge Cup
Winners 1900, 1926, 1928
Runners-up 1927, 1932

First Division Championship
Winners 1962-63, 1963-64
Lancashire Cup

Winners 1925-26, 1927-28,
1939-40, 1969-70
Runners-up 1910-11,
1923-24, 1931-32, 1940-41,
1960-61, 1961-62, 1962-63
1964-65, 1972-73.

Lancashire League Cup
Winners 1924-25, 1927-28,
1928-29, 1930-31, 1960-61

Northern R.L. Championship
Winners 1926-27, 1927-28,
1930-31, 1934-35.
Runners-up 1924-25,
1932-33.

Lancashire Senior
Competition

Winners 1924-25, 1926-27,
1930-31, 1931-32, 1933-34,
1934-35, 1937-38, 1938-39,
1962-63.

Rugby League Combination
Winners 1931-32, 1932-33,
1937-38, 1938-39.

SUINTON

Rugby League Football Glub

STATION ROAD, SWINTON, MANCHESTER
TELEPHONE 061-794 1719. 24 HR NEWS LINE 061-793 6100

Chairman: Mr. |. L. Clift
Vice-Chairman: Mr. J. Way

Directors:
Mr. J. Bateman, Mr. R. A. Fleet. Mr. S. R. Moyse

Coach: Mr. Tom Grainey

Assistant Coach A Team Player-Coach
Mr. Stan Gittins Mr. Mike Peers

Physiotherapist: Mr. Norman Brown
Timekeeper: Mr. D. Whitehead
Kit Man: Mr. George Jones
General Manager: Mr. Ken Heeley, Tel: 061-794 6150

Welcome to . ..
OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE F.C.

RAY ASHTON. Signed from Widnes St. Marie’s and played for Oldham Colts. Played for
Great Britain Colts v. France. Lively attacking scrum half. First team debut 1979-80. Played
over 100 games. Leading try scorer with 26 in 1981-82. Has dropped several goals. Scored
47 tries before this season.

BRIAN CAFFERY. From Waterhead junior side, Oldham. In previous three seasons made
87 appearances, scoring 9 goals and 13 tries. Can play wing, centre or full back.

MICK COOMBES. Out with a dislocated shoulder. Has worked up from the Colts to first
team. Has tremendous drive. Well over 6 feet and 15 stone.

STEPHEN DOBB. Went with Oldham schoolboys to Perpignan, France along with Flanagan,
Kirwan, Foy and others. A good defensive winger who should eventually become a firstteam
player. Colts international.

TERRY FLANAGAN. Brother of Kevin, formerly Oldham and Rochdale Hornets and son of
Bill Flanagan the former Belle Vue Rangers hooker. Already an international and county
loose forward. Played 116 games for Oldham before this season scoring 25 tries and the odd
goal, his one dropped goal taking a point away from Wigan last season.

DES FOY. An Oldham lad who joined Widnes before moving to Oldham last season. One of
the fastest of Oldham backs and brother of the Wigan halfback.

ANDREW GOODWAY. A Castleford lad who developed with Oldham Colts. Already an
international and a powerful forward. Played over 50 games and scored around a dozen tries
for the club.

COLIN HAWKYARD. Another out with a dislocated shoulder. Started as a forward but
eamned a regular centre berth. Had made over half a century of appearances and scored
about 10 tries.

JIM HORNBY. A recent signing from Wigan where he played for about nine seasons. Played
for Great Britain Under-24's against both Australia and France in 1978 and 1979.
WALLY JONES. Signed from Rochdale Hornets. Guested for Blackpool Borough last
season.

.




PADDY KIRWAN. Colts international and Lancashire County player. Good scrum half overshadowed by

Ray Ashton. Recently obtained a degree from UMIST, Manchester. Is almost the regular back substitute.

Scored 17 tries for the club, 10 in 1981-82.

STEVE LITTLE. Just graduated to the full back position from the Colts and ‘A’ teams. Is an excellent

prospect.

BPAUL l‘.:O:NNDES. Another youngster on the verge of first team football. Played for Lancashire and Great
ritain Colts

ASHLEY McEWAN. New Zealand pIaYer who joined Oldham after a spell with Blackpool Borough. Played

over 50 games scoring 16 tries. A utility back.

ALAN McCURRIE. Joined Oldham from Wakefield Trinity in an exchange deal involving Billy Harris.

Previously was with Whitehaven and has made many appearances for Cumbria. The Oldham captain and

hooker. Already made over 50 appearances and had scored 11 tries by the end of last season.

MICK MORGAN. Recruited late last season from Carlisle after previous service with Wakefield Trinity

vrv‘he‘relhe had a benefit. Mick comperes the Rugby League Road Show. A great character both on and off

the field.

GEOFF MUNRO. Longest serving player on the club books with something like 200 first team appearances.

Started as a second row forward but set the Division Two record for most tries as a winger. Scored over

80 tries.

TOM NAIDOLE. Son of former Huddersfield Fijian player. Had a short spell with Wigan. Is one of the most

enthusiastic players to take the field.

DAVE NICHOLSON. Needs no introduction at Station Road. Followed Frank Myler to Oldham along with

Alan Taylor who has now started a new career away from the game.

MICK PARRISH. The first man to score in every game in a season for two clubs, Hunslet and Oldham. Has

scored over 300 goals and 20 tries for the Watersheddings club.

ALAN PLATT. A Colts international. A powerful kicker who hails from the Leigh district. Has played or

substituted in over 60 games.

MICK TAYLOR. Joined the ciub from a Huddersfield amateur side late last season. Is a crowd pleaser with

his dashes down the touchline.

GREEN VIGO. The former Wigan and Swinton winger. Scored 28 tries in his two years at Station Road and

7 for Oldham last season.

MIKE WORRALL. Still another Colts international. Played over 60 games for Oldham and is a reliable

stand-in when a goal kicker is needed. Has a brother with Warrington.

“TOUCH DOWN”

AT TYLDESLEY AND COOKE SPORTS

The No. 1 Rugby League Specialist in the North
Special CASH WITH ORDER prices for 1983/84 Season

“RHYNL SUPER” Plaincolours: setof 15, £172; set of 18, £207
HEAVYWEIGHT Hoop design: set of 15, £195; set of 18, £234
RUGBY JERSEYS Special design: set of 15, £209; set of 18, £252

Rugby League Shorts — set of 15, £67.50; set of 18, £81.00
Stockings — set of 15, £22.50; set of 18, £27.00
Rugby Boots — Adidas Cap only £24, Adidas Canterbury only £20, Patrick Maori only £14
Shoulder Pads £14

Swinton Replica Jerseys — Boys 30-32, £9.95; 34-36, £11.50
Men'’s top quality — 38-44, £14.50

Send for list to: Tyldesley and Cooke Sports,
109 Deansgate,
Manchester.
Telephone 061-834 6985

SUPPLIERS TO SWINTON RUGBY LEAGUE

ol

TRY OF THE MONTH - AUGUST

THE PANEL — John Way (Director), Stan Gittins (Coach), and Brian Higgins (Hooker)
selected newcomer Derek Bate’s try against Batley as the most outstanding of those caught by
the video camera in August. Quick passing and good backing up by several players resulted in
winger, Derek Bate, taking the final pass to ground the ball in the corner.

THE WINNER of a free travel ticket was Enid Partridge. Come along and judge the
September competition on October 4th!

VIDEO TAPES

SEE THE BEST OF THE LIONS’ ACTION IN YOUR OWN HOME!

Video tape copies of matches can be BOUGHT for £10. 2 games can be recorded on the
same tape for the bargain price of £13.

HIRE a tape for one week at a cost of £3 ( a refundable deposit of £7 is payable).

REFEREES ARE A BIG HIT!

PETER MASSEY and VIN MOSS of Manchester & District Referees' Society were a big hit
with the small but highly appreciative audience at the Supporters’ Club September meeting.
They exchanged interesting views on the seven new rules with the fans. The discussion was
often sparsed with a touch of humour. Vin Moss, when discussing the pro’s and con’s of using
video material as evidence at disciplinary meetings, commented that probably the best position
for a referee was in the main stand but unfortunately he doubted that the players would be able
to hear his decisions from there!

Have YOU Discovered
THE SPORTS SHOP
t

SWINTON SQUASH CLUB

Whatever your Sport, you are advised to
visit us before buying —and save money

Trainers, Slazenger Sweaters, Squash, Badminton, Tennis
Full Range of Racquets and Clothing etc., all heavily discounted

Tel: 061-794 6818




JACKSON
Construction
Co. Lid.

BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

77 CHORLEY ROAD
SWINTON, LANCS.

Telephone: 061-794 1566

INDUSTRIAL & COMMERCIAL
PACKAGE DEALS

EXCLUSIVE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS

J. BATEMAN

& SONS LTD
*

Plumbing Contractors

»x

77 Chorley Road
Swinton

061-794 6211

BELLCHARM
MOTOR CO LTD

Morning Star Service Station
Manchester Road
Wardley

Telephone: 061-793 9278 or
061-794 4597 Open 7 Days

NEW AND USED
MOTOR CARS

For Quality Vehicles and Personal
Attention

MOT and Service

SUPPLIERS OF SPORTS CLOTHING —
SPORTS EQUIPMENT — CLUB SWEATERS
EMBROIDERED WITH BADGES, ETC,

MCSLELLAN

& CO. LTD.

CLUB SWEATERS in acrylic, botany wool and
lambswool, embroidered to your design.

TEAM KITS We supply rugby and soccer kits
made to your requirements at wholesale
prices

CLUB TIES
HOLDALLS printed with your club name
PRINTED T-shirts and sweatshirts

94/96 MOORSIDE ROAD, SWINTON,
MANCHESTER, M30 9L.Z

Telephone:
061-794 1168 (Day)
061-789 4300
061-766 3866 (Evening)

Chairman’s Report

Dear Friends,

Itis now about 2} years ago since | took over as Chairman of this very fine Club and much of
that time has been spent in trying to “steer the ship” back on financial course. | am pleased to
say that slowly but surely the battle is being won.

This last few years have been very difficult from a financial point of view for most professional
sports and Rugby League is no exception. Clubs have Bank overdrafts that they cannot support
—they create trading losses and progressively continue on the road to liquidation. This does not
apply only to Second Division clubs but even some of our more famous Clubs have got substan-
tial cash flow problems.

Success on the “park” is of paramount importance but equally so the finances have tobein a
firm foundation with Clubs showing profits in real terms so that further investment and develop-
ment can take place. Itis simply not good enough to go on struggling from year to year and | am
determined in the task for financial stability at Swinton.

| am the first to admit that it is not easy to make profit, but every Club should strive hard to
achieve it by raising income to the maximum and axing expenditure wherever possible. Cut
backs are never pleasant to either those who have to suffer them or those who have to impose
them and cuts in many areas, playing and otherwise, have been made at Swinton. | have every
praise for the loyal Swinton players who have “taken the medicine” like men and | only hope that
they will be rewarded financially and in the other ways by the Club aspiring to First Division
rugby.

The financial side is one not only for myself as Chairman, or for my colleagues on the Board,
or for the shareholders — it is for YOU — the genuine Swinton supporter —and | am so proud that
we have such a loyal band of supporters at Swinton. YOU can help by:—

Talking to your friends about Swinton R.L.F.C.

Encouraging your friends to come to Station Road regularly.

Supporting our fund raising activities such as the Lions Draw.

Becoming a lottery agent through Ken Heeley's department.

Recommend the use of our bars for social functions such as weddings, 21sts, office and work

parties, etc.

YOU —the supporter — are a vital member of this Club and if you have any ideas on how to
improve it, within the resources available, then | invite you to contact me personally.

Life does not always go smoothly and Rugby League is no exception. However, whatever the
circumstances, let us all work together to develop the future of this very fine Club.

Yours in Sport,
lan L. Clift

- 13 Darvel Close,
Electraflo Engineering Breightmet, Bolton, BL2 6UD.

Electrical and Mechanical Contractors Tel: 0204 26675 (24h|’ Ans. Phone)
INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS § Radio Phone 061-248 6567, Ext. 209

Control Equipment designed and built to
Customers Requirements

24 Hr. Breakdown Service

Planned Maintenance Work for

Better Productivity Domestic Installations

All types of Electrical Work catered for — No job too small




SWINTON SPORTING ASSOCIATION

SPORTSMEN’S DINNER

at the Pavilion Lounge
Swinton Rugby Club
on THURSDAY, 1st DECEMBER 1983
Guest Speaker: DAVID LLOYD, England and Lancashire

Compere: VINCE MILLER
Dress: Dinner Jacket

* Kk %
TICKETS £11.00 (100 only)
* Kk K

Reception: 7.15 p.m.
Dinner: 7.45 p.m.

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS

LADIES’ EVENING
Friday, 20th January 1984

Lancastrian Hall, Swinton Civic Centre
* * *

Reception: 7.15 p.m.
Dinner: 8.00 p.m.
Carriages: 1.00 p.m.

*x * *
TICKETS £12.50 (Strictly Limited — 240)
Dancing to: Take Ten Orchestra and Singers.

For further details and tickets, please contact:
Mr. D. Whitehead, 32 Manor Road, Swinton

MAN OF THE MATCH AWARD

Could you Sponsor the Swinton Man of the Match Award?
FOR JUST £10.00. ..

you can present the player of your choice with his
cheque and be entertained in the Boardroom to after match buffet etc.
Interested? then contact Ken Heeley after the game or ring 061-794 1719

Poor start is raising old points
by Brian Batty, “Daily Mail”

It is easy to be smug and point out that Kent Invicta's disappointing start should have sur-
prised no one in the game.

Sadly my worst fears were confirmed not only by the result of the Maidstone club’s opening
encounter but the size of the crowd.

When | wrote in this column towards the end of last season that | nursed several doubts on
different counts about the wisdom of bringing in Kent | was the subject of considerable sniping.

It was actually suggested in one quarter that being constructive and wary about the problems
facing such a move were in fact negative thinking.

I was hoping to be proved wrong in my fears — and still am — but now | hear quite a few voices
all raising the sort of points that | put in the first place.

_Even | did not anticipate a game as alarmingly low as 1,815 which dropped to the 500 mark for
the defeat of Doncaster a week later.

It is not just the lack of interest from fans that is the sole reason for concern in Kent.

I am not convinced that they have assembled the right type of players for the high cost being
quoted in many places.

Suddenly everything looks totally different about the project although | sincerely hope that
the club gets off the ground and manages to survive.

Ifitdoesn’tthen it leaves the game open to the sort of criticism it can do without at a time when
most sports are struggling to make an impact.

| felt it was obvious that Kent would have a hard time recruiting the men good enough to bring
them immediate success because there are just too few good players to go around these days.

Itis okay offering employment in the South but the quality players are not going to uproot and
move when they can play for First Division sides.

Perhaps the next few weeks will produce some results and crowd figures to bring renewed
optimism and | hope so for the sake of hard working Kent boss Paul Faires and his staff.

‘Itis going to be hard but we have to battle on and hope to pullin the fans with the right results,’
he says.

WHERE THE ACTION FLIES!

SUPERB COLOUR
PICTURES AND '
STORIES THAT COUNT
FROM ONE OF .
BRITAIN'S

FINEST
SPORTS
MAGAZINES

Available by post — send 95p. (Annual Subscription £11)
o OPEN RUGBY, Norden House. 332a. Meanwood Road.
Leeds LST 2UN. West Yorkshire

ONLY 70p

Order from your newsagent




New International Laws of the Game

The 198384 season will herald the introduction of seven new or amended laws of the game
commissioned by the Rugby League International Board. Their Meeting of November 1982
approved the new rules which were introduced in Australia, New Zealand and Papua New
Guinea from the start of their current season last March.

(1) FOUR POINT TRY

@)

@)

(4

~

(5)

(6)

@)

Four points will be awarded for a try.
* * Previously a try was worth three points.

THE SIXTH TACKLE
When the team in possession are tackled for a sixth consecutive time, without the
opposition having touched the ball, the tackled player has to immediately release the
ball and place it on the ground at the point where he was tackled.
Play will be resumed by the nearest opposing player playing the ball, but this play-
the-ball will not count towards their permitted six tackles.

* * Previously a scrum would have been formed.

HEAD AND BALL
At a scrum, the non-offending side will have both the loose head and the feed.
In the case of a mutual infringement, the attacking side will have the head and ball.
When the ball is kicked into touch, having bounced within the field of play, the NON-
KICKING side will have both head and ball.

* * Previously the allocation of the loose head and the scrum feed varied accord-

ing to which half of the field the scrum was being formed.

THE SCRUM FEED
The ball will be putinto the scrum from the referee’s side by the ball being rolled along
the ground. It must be put into the centre of the tunnel, the player feeding the scrum
holding the ball horizontally, point to point, propelling it from a position between his
knees and ankles.

* * Previously the feed was from below the waist in a downward direction.

SCRUM FORMATION
When a scrum is formed, there will never be more than seven players outside of the
pack.
Thus, when a team is at full strength, the loose-forward must remain in the scrum.
A forward can detach himself from the scrum only if the back division is depleted by
dismissal or injury.

* * Previously the loose-forward was allowed to detach himself from the scrum

at any time.

THE KICK OFF
When the ball is kicked off and bounces over the dead-ball line or into touch-in-goal,
without being touched by a defending player, play will be resumed by a drop-out from
beneath the posts.
If the ball is kicked directly out of play, play will be resumed by a penalty kick from the
centre spot.

* * Previously play would have been resumed in the first instance by a tap from

the 25-yard line.

OFFSIDE AT PLAY THE BALL
At the play-the-ball, both sides must remain in an onside position until the ball has
come clear of the tackled player and the player marking him.

* * Previously players could move up once the ball had touched the ground.
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mitre
Givesyouan

unfair
advantage

Mitre Sports, Bayhall Works, Birkby, Hudderstield, Yorks. UK
Tel: 0484 37488 Telex: 517470

] Recipe for anew
kitchen-Ata price that
won’t spoil your te

= C
choosing a new m"}

kitchen it's important |
to iel the ingredients .
right — First time! i

Select from Kitchen
Vogues menu of high
quality, low price
kirchen units in a
comprehensive range
of styles and finishes
just right for today’s ===
modern homes. === ’

Discover a quality kitchen at a lower price and
we'll refund the difference.

itchen
Vogue

225 Monton Road
Monton, Eccles,
Manchester M30 9PS.
elephone: 061-789 7244

\S

BE SURE AND INSURE WITH

WALTER AINSBURY

& SON LTD.
Insurance Brokers and Members of

Ainsbury’s Experience means:

Competitive Premiums
First Class Service
Free Claims Handling
Investment Advice
Mortgages
Better Pensions
For Motor, General and Life Assurance,
deal with your local,
longest established broker
Endowment Mortgages: Up to 90% of the
purchase price or valuation whichever is
the lower.

Ainsbury’s means Experience
77-79 Station Road, Swinton
(Opposite the Ground)

Tel: 061-794 1241-2-3 and
061-794 2267

Other Branches at
Gt. Sankey, Warrington and Westhoughton

* 0% 4 % 4 %
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[ S0 AND SO’S
HAIR DESIGNS

AND SUNBED CENTRE

OPENING HOURS
Weekdays 9.30 — 8.30

Saturday 9.30 — 5.00
Sunday 10.00 — 4.00
SUNBED
One Hour £1.50
Half Hour £1

111 Partington Lane,
Swinton
Tel: 061-794 4275

HYLDA FASHION
WEAR

(Proprietress Mrs R A Fleet) j

6 BRACKLEY STREET L
FARNWORTH V
Telephone 71925 g

WEDDING GOWNS
BRIDESMAID DRESSES
ACCESSORIES
Prices from £34 —£120

Chosen in the privacy of the
Exclusive Bridal Suite with \
expert advice given in & relaxed, \
fnendly stmosphere. \

DAY DRESSES. DRESS ‘N’
JACKETS hom TEENAGER to
GRANDMOTH|

ENSEMBLES FOR THE BRIDE'S
AND GROOM'S MUMS AND
GUESTS. L5

Reolly besutiful clothes, from everyday wear to the most
impoctant day in 8 woman's life — and the choice of Lovable
and Triumph bras are slways in stock . . . HYLDA FASHION
WEAR i3 & small shop with a by cpumlon that Mpla come
from miles around to see. Why don’t you join them 7

WHEADON &
ARBUTT LTD

PLUMBERS’
MERCHANTS

© PERMANENT BATHROOM DISPLAYS
© OPEN TO TRADE
RETAL  DLY. w}m

WARWICK RD. NORTH. TRAFFORD PARK. M CR M17 1DX

NORTHLINE
COURIERS

for

EXPRESS PARCEL
DELIVERIES

24-hour Door-to-Door
Service

Unit 5B, P.V. Works
Monton, Eccles

Tel. 061-707 3020

SWINTON SUPPORTERS’ CLUB extends a warm welcome to Oldham fans and
hopes that they will join the locals for tasty snacks and drinks to keep out the cold night
air. Refreshments are served from both the Tea-Bar sited alongside the railway and
from the kiosk at the top of the steps near the flag-pole.

EVERYONE is invited to select SOUVENIRS from the attractive range of goods on
display within the Tea-Bar and to browse through programmes and other literature in
the SWAP-SHOP, a favourite haunt amongst collectors, next door to the Tea-Bar.

MEMBERS of the Supporters’ Club are reminded that general meetings will
take place at 7.30 p.m. in the Lounge Bar on the first Tuesday of each month
(except for December and January) throughout the season.

At the meetings, the members will be brought up to date by the committee and will
be entertained by the way of a video-show of the best of the action from the Lions’
games played during the previous month plus a “Surprise Extra” whenever possible.
The “Try of the Month” contest will be staged that night giving the fans a chance of
winning free travel.

SOUVENIR HUNTERS who are members of the Supporters’ Club will receive
a 15% reduction on items such as scarves and jumpers on production of their
membership cards.

Swinton Supporters NON-FERROUS &
Club FERROUS METALS
Eor N BOUGHT FOR CASH
of Away Travel
A CAST IRON, STEEL,
LEAD, BRASS, COPPER,
Postponements GUNMETAL, ALUMINIUM,
* ELECTRIC MOTORS,
Re-Arranged SKIP SERVICE,
Games WORKS CLEARANCE
*
Phone:
The Hot Line G' PARISH
s GUIDE STFIQS’IP 'SALFORD
061-793 6100 LANCS. '
Tel: 061-736 6060
L o |
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A Short History of the
Oldham Club

The Oldham club started life in 1876 following a challenge match between Oldham Parish Church
Institute and Oldham Lyceum (the latter a superior kind of Mechanics Institution). The original meeting to
establish the club took place in the Prince Albert Hotel, Union Street West. Among the founders were
Charles Hodgkinson the Chief Constable of Oldham and Alfred (later Lord) Emmott who chaired the
meeting

The first match with Stalybridge was lost and indeed four of the first six games were lost and the other two
drawn. The seventh game was with Bridgewater at Patricroft and the result is given as a draw as the Oldham
club left the field. Towards the end of the season several games were won and a second team established.

The ambitious club started its second season with a game with Wakefield Trinity away when the result
was “a draw in favour of Oldham”. Trinity had not scored any minor points but had to touch the ball dead
twice and so conceded two “touch downs". Other minor points were dead balls when the attacking side
sent the ball dead or touch-in-goal. Dewsbury Athletic and Mirfield, two other Yorkshire sides were met
and the first games were played with Swinton. The game in Swinton was a draw, Swinton being credited
with two dead balls and a touch down to no minors by Oldham. Swinton won at Oldham by one goal and one
dead ball to one touch-in-goal by the home side. One goal was superior to any number of tries as the
IOldham “A" team once discovered when a local side scored one dropped goal against eight tries by the
osers.

Gradually Oldham became a powerful Rugby Union side and became the champions of Lancashire
when the Lancashire Senior Competition was set up in the 1890s.

When the Northern Union was formed, Oldham became one of the founder members. Swinton and
Salford held aloof for one season but joined in 1896-97.

Oldham were the first club from Lancashire to win the Challenge Cup, then known as the Northern Union
Challenge Cup in 1898—99 and when the trophy became the Rugby League Challenge Cup in the 1920s
Oldham appeared in four consecutive finals, winning in 1924—25 and 1926-27. It is surprising but true that
in the following season on all three occasions Swinton won the trophy.

Oldham were Northern Rugby League Champions in 1909-10, 1910—-11 and 1956—57 and division one
champions in 1904—05. Twice the championship of the second division has been won.

The Lancashire Cup has been won nine times while seven times Oldham lost in the final. When the
Lancashire League was in operation Oldham won the championship seven times.

Oldham's record scorers are Reg Farrar with 49 tries in 1921—-22 and Bernard Ganley with 219 goals in
1957-58. Joe Ferguson, father-in-law of Oldham'’s international hooker, Edgar Brooks, made around 700
appearances for Oldham between 1899 and 1923. Joe once won a long distance kicking contest at Wigton,
Cumberland sending a soccer ball 83 yards. Second was Sam McClure of Blackburn Rovers with 62 yards
and third was Jack Cox of Liverpool with 61 yards. He once dropped a goal from his own 25 yard line which
must have been a tremendous kick in those days when much heavier balls were in use.

In 1911 a whole team was sent off the field at Watersheddings. After 10 minutes play, the Barrow team
was sent off for wearing the old type cricket belt with a metal buckle to hold up their pants. The team was
allowed to return after removing “the dangerous equipment.”

Yorkshire clubs often accuse Oldham of having more coaches than Wallace Arnold. However the club
only has three, Peter Smethurst, who started his Rugby League career with Swinton Methodists, Frank
Barrow his assistant and Brian Gartland, colts coach.

CITY OF SALFORD R.L. COUNCIL TARGET GOLD RUGBY

COME ALONG TO STATION ROAD ON WEDNESDAY, 21st September if you would like the chance to
play a part in the future of Rugby League within the City of Salford.
ON-THE-FIELD action by Target Gold and Salford Schoolboy players will commence at 7.00 p.m.

IN THE LOUNGE BAR you can listen to the views of locally based administrators of the game, such as
Frank Wilson, Don Preston and Daryl Pierce and put your questions to them.

ENJOY filmed action of Target Gold Rugby trainees and top Aussie stars on the big screen.

MINGLE with Swinton R.L.F.C. and Salford R.L.F.C. stars whilst you tuck into a tasty hot-pot supper.

BEFORE THE NIGHT IS OUT, we hope that you will not have been able to resist the temptation to assist
with the Target Gold Rugby training. Administrative workers as well as coaches are urgently needed.



