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WIGAN FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED

Ground: Central Park, Wigan Tel.: Wigan 31321/2

Colours: Jersey— Cherry & White Hoops
Shorts— White
Stockings—White with Red Turnovers

_—

: Directors:

J. Hilton (Chairman), M. P. Lindsay (Vice-Chairman)
H. T. Gostelow, T. F. Moran, A. Close, M. Ryan,

P. D. Higginbottom, A. Stone, J. Robinson, T. A. Rathbone. f

R.L. Council Member: M. Ryan
Lancs. County Representative: A. Close F

Thanks for your tremendous support during the last two games.

Manager/Coach: A. J. Murphy
“A" Team Coach: G. Lyon
Chief Scout: W. Cunliffe ~ Physio

Club Doctor: Dr. R. Bullough

VICE-PRESIDENTS SEASON

Assistant: W. Ashurst
Trainer: A. Mclnnes
K. Mills

Our two games against St. Helens and Warrington have been
hard bruising battles and on many occasions you provided the lads
with that extra lift. Both St. Helens and Warrington came with something
to prove and | was proud of the spirit that our lads showed in winning
both games. There is a tremendous amount of enthusiasm which
seems to be coming right through from the new board, the players
and yourselves.

b A wonderful illustration of the relationship between the lads and
:::;GA,?",%L":"’ Mr. B, Finch :::',JM":SS? ?’}:"s%fi?fy""" yourselves was the wonderful ovation you gave to Glyn Shaw on
8 . 1 . R . .

mr‘ é’ g?ker Y Mr. B. Fitzpatrick mr. ;«A Manloy mr, 2‘ suc.:ck Good Friday. Glyn had a lot of success at Widnes but | am sure that

r. B. Bates Mr. D. Fairhurst r. Metcalfe r. A Swalwell i i i i
T s Me D Salri o R T he never experlence_d anything as warm and sincere as your reception
Mr. I. Bolton Mr. J. W. Hall Mr. B. Mason Mr. I, Tongue for him on Good Friday. He thanks you all.
Mrs. Bolton Mrs. Hall Mr. P. Makin Mr. J. Turner
Mr. 5 g Berry mr. g S ::j?rlley :Allr. I?A ?:Aall;sha: mr. R.j TT":M“ h

r. N. Ber . S. Holding r. McCulloug rs. J. Thomas ill i i i i
i et IS gy R Mr W, Vary So we are still in the Cha_mplonshlp _wuth a shout, afte( a Ion_g ard
Mr. M. Broad Mr. P, Halliday Mr. T. Nichoison M. 8, Walendon season it is marvellous to still be considered as Championship con-
Mr. W. Broad r. J. Hilton r. J. Parr r. H. Woods : H H ' i
ME D Broorwali Mr. R. Higham MroPars Mr. P, Winstanley tenders. We must of course give it everything we've got toda}y agaln§t
Mr. B. Bradshaw Mr. B. Heathcote Mr.Parr Mr. A, Waterworth Oldham to keep up the pressure. Everyone comes here hoping to win
it NE R Highem. mij j‘: g;,g:ﬁ &"{;,JTS:'%'?";'“ at our famous ground, and it's up to us to make sure that we hold our
Mr. N. P. Brown Coun. T. Jones r. J. Roby r.J. E, Wilhams it
Mrs. N. P. Brown Mr. J. Leigh Mr. J. Robinson Mr. P. R Willlams present strong pOSltIOI’].
Mr. A, Belshaw Mr. J. Lloyd Mr. J. Robinson Mr. D. Whelan
Mrs. A. Belshaw Mr. F. Lockett Mr. D. Roden Mr. D, Whelan % f 3 S - 2 F
Mr. G. Coates Mrs. Lockett Mrs. Roden We will give it everything we have got and if we are still in with a
Mr. Ci Mr. A. F. Kirb r. T. Rathbone g = A
Mr. B. Coyle MiRG McAYvoy Mre. Ra(hbane shout, stick with us for our final two away games.
Mr. J. Cunliffe Mrs. A. Murphy Mr. |I. Rogerson

Mr. P. Dickinson

Miss A. Murphy

Mr. A. Ryan

Mrs. Dickinson Mr. K. McCann Mr. V. Smith

Mr. B. Dowd Mr. G. Moore Mr. K. Sheridan B

Mr. S. Davies Mr. P. Marsh Mr. K. Sheridan Yours in SPOI"(,
Mrs. Davies Mr. B. Melling Mr. J. Smallay

Mr A. Davies Mr. A. F. Morris Mr. §. Smathurst ALEX MURPHY
Mr. J. Davies
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Soccer/Rugby/Cricket: Tennis Squash Badminton Athletics Swimming
Send for free colour brochure and price list tor your sport renclosing stamp o cover postage)

Edward R. Buck & Sons Ltd,, Brinksway, Stockport, SK4 1ED.

WELCOME TO OLDHAM

This afternoon we welcome to Central Park our friends, and supporters
from Oldham.

Last season Oldham were promoted from Division Two. They were
Champions of Division Two for the 1981-82 season. At the present time
they are placed in seventh position in the Division One League table. So
they will be doing their utmost to win this match to keep their hopes alive
for a top eight play-off in the Premiership.

Earlier in the season in the league encounter at Oldham the match
ended in a draw, with the score being 11-11. Over the years Oldham like
many other Clubs have had many star players in their teams. Players like
Alan Davies, full-back Bernard Ganley and forwards like Terry Clawson,
Derek Turner, plus many others. More present day players who have made
the headlines at Oldham are men like Ray Ashton the leading try scorer
for Oldham last year with 26 tries. Mick Parrish with his superb goal-kicking.
Terry Flanagan and Des Foy the ex-Widnes player, all these players are
capable of winning matches should the opportunity arise.

So today we look forward to an entertaining and exciting game.

MATCH SPONSORS

We welcome today’s sponsors who are of course RATHBONE BROTHERS
LIMITED of Central Bakery, Newtown, Wigan. Their Managing Director is,
of course, Mr. Tom Rathbone, who is also a Director of the Club. Mr. Rathbone
has been a life long supporter of the Club and has generously sponsored
games before ever joining the Board. The company itself are of course
famous quality bakers whose products are household names in the area.
We sincerely hope that the company and their guests enjoy their day at
Central Park.

MATCH BALL SPONSORS

We offer our sincere thanks to this afternoon’'s match ball sponsors
who are MODERN PLAN INSULATION (NORTH WEST) LTD. of Coniston Street,
Leigh. They specialise in dri-fil cavity wall insulation, roof insulation, damp
proof coursing, timber preservation and Add-a-Pane double glazing. We
hope everyone connected with their company have an enjoyable afternoon.

FISH, CHIPS AND PEAS w

BILL’S FRY INN SCHOLES PRECINCT, WIGAN J

WE FRY TO PLEASE




' Slalom W After a try you'll be converted
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Matthew Brown %

Half-Time Quiz

1. Who holds the Oldham Club record for most goals in a season?
2. Who were the 1982 Premiership winners?

3. An Oldham player scored in every match for his Club last season
1981-82. What was his name?

4. Who was Wigan's leading try scorer for the 1981-82 season?

5. How many appearances have Oldham made in the Lancashire Cup
Final?

6. An ex-Great Britain wingman is now the new Doncaster coach. Name the
player.

Answers on page 25

COVER PHOTO
Nicky goes over the oppositions line to score a well earned try. (Photo
by courtesy of the Reporter Group.)

TOLGHWOuD | [ - BLuTos -

A Division ol Wm. C. Gore & Co. Ltd. FOR FUN

HARDWOOD WINDOWS AND DOORS
% HIGH PERFORMANCE DRAUGHT PROOFING FOUR FLOORS OF ‘
% DOUBLE GLAZED.

* CRAFTSMAN MADE AND FITTED. ENTERTAINMENT

* 5 YEAR GUARANTEE.

THE BEST MUSIC IN TOWN

Phone: ‘

WIGAN 214444 | WINE BAR
| FANTASTIC LUNCHTIME FOOD \
|

DISCO
Also suppliers of Redwood GIANT VIRED SEREEN
and Hardwood Windows GUEST D.J.'s

Doors and Staircases.

50p DRINKS

l MONDAY IS 60’s NIGHT

& CO0.LTD.

* GREAT ATMOSPHERE

#
x
st N i

k HOWARD ST., PEMBERTON, WIGAN




Open Wednesday to Saturday
9.00 p.m.—2.00 a.m.

CHAPLINS

Provides a Luxurious Nightspot
For the Fashionable Over 20’s.

Monday's and Tuesday's are available
for Private Hire.

Full use of all facilities

including D.J. for a very competitive fee.

CELEBRATING? Then CHAPLINS is the
place for you.

Whatever the occasion, do it in style.
You provide the guests we'll do the rest.

Come along and experience the delights of our
Cocktail Bar.

For your pleasure and amusement we have
devised a range of cocktails to suit the most

King Street, Wigan.
discerning tastes.

Tel.: 33324

.

ECONO-MONEY TRANSPORT

STARTS HERE!
MOTOR CYCLES CYCLES

* VESPA » HONDA We Guarantee to sell all new
* SUZUKI * YAMAHA Raleigh Cycles at a lower price than

any advertised locally.
ALLAT TOPDISCOUNT — plus

Hundreds of Bikes — all at
the best range of clothing and TOP DISCOUNT
accessories in the area.

CHRISTMAS CLUB
HONDA 5 STAR SERVICE RALEIGH 5 STAR SERVICE

BEST IN THE NORTH WEST

92 GREENOUGH ST., WIGAN. Tel: 45953
| and Orrell Post, Wigan. Tel: 212221

ACCESS VISA

Rﬁgby League
Correspondent
of the Wigan Observer

Today brings Wigan's last home league game of the season and they
could not wish for better opponents than the successful Oldham team,
whose record this season has been really impressive following their
promotion to the First Division.

Personally | believe that Wigan have only an outside chance of the
championship itself, in view of the two tough league games they yet face at
Featherstone where they have not won since 1970—and against Widnes
away.

But the Premiership will certainly see Wigan figuring prominently in
the final stages, unless things go drastically wrong for the team.

Today, much interest among Wigan fans will be centred around the
return of Oldham winger Green Vigo to his old Central Park stamping ground,
where he once equalled the Wigan individual try scoring record for one
game by scoring seven tries.

After leaving Wigan a few seasons ago, Green seemed to have mixed
fortunes. He did not have a particularly successful spell with Swinton, but
now with Oldham he seems to be recapturing some of his best try scoring
form and Wigan will have to be at their best to keep this South African speed
merchant away from their line today.

The two sides last met at Watersheddings last October, when they
shared the spoils in an 11-11 draw. But that was a game which should have
seen Oldham well beaten, as Wigan were winning 11-3 with only a few minutes
of the match left.

However it shows the depth of talent and character in the Oldham side
these days that they did not just accept the apparently inevitable. Their deadly
duo of scrum half Ashton and loose forward Flanagan pulled Oldham back
from defeat at the last moment.

So today Wigan, who need all the points they can get if they want to win
the championship, or at least second spot in the table, will be all out to show
that they have no intention of letting Oldham off the hook this time.

This has been one of Wigan's best seasons, the best in fact, since the
glory days of the early 1970's, and coach Alex Murphy dearly wants to put
another trophy, if not two more, on the Wigan sideboard.
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Yorks. UK.

Tel: 0484 37488, Telex: 517470

Mitre Sports, Bayhall Works, Birkby, Huddersfield

11

10



Q§ RATHBONE Q§

BROS. LTD.

Central Bakery,
Newtown, Wigan.

Tel.: Wigan 41825

“Bakers of the Best
Quality Bread, Morning Goods
and Confectionery’

‘“Always In A League
Of Their Own”’
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FEATHERSTONE ROVERS—WEMBLEY APPEAL

Featherstone Rovers have qualified to meet current holders Hull
in the 1983 State Express Challenge Cup Final at Wembley on 7th May.

Featherstone Rovers Chairman Bob Ashby has forwarded the
following letter to all Lancashire Clubs:—

“This year's Wembley clash has become a David and Goliath
meeting. Hull are the game’'s big spenders, Championship favourites
with the top gate and an expensive array of International stars. We are
determined to cause one of Wembley's biggest upsets, despite being
relegation haunted, with our homespun talent largely recruited from
our pit village of 14,000 inhabitants.

This compares with Hull's population of more than 300,000 and as
this is an all—Yorkshire Final, Featherstone Rovers appeal to all
Lancashire Rugby League fans to adopt us for our big day on May 7th.

Come and join us at the tunnel end of Wembley as we bid to repeat
the style of football which knocked out St. Helens and Bradford Northern,
once again entering a cup tie as underdogs.

Featherstone is a colliery village and we hope that our mining
colleagues West of the Pennines will join ranks and back us at Wembley.

OLDHAM’S RECENT SIGNINGS

DENIS BOYD MICK MORGAN
13
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NEW CLUB SHOP

Club Scarf—£2:00
Bob Hats—£1-20
Club Ties—£5-00
Panel Caps—£1-20

Wembley Magic Book—£4-95
Club Jumpers: Size 34”-36"—£10-00; Size 38” onwards—£11-00
Colours include: Camel, Grey, Maroon, Red, Navy & Black.

Situated at the side of the office. Items on sale:- -

NEW STYLE SWEATSHIRTS

attractively designed sweatshirt.

Y

The new addition to the Rugby League's range of leisurewear is a high quality

The sweatshirt has a silver grey body with navy blue pinstripes and navy blue sleeves
and features the RL symbol and the words RUGBY LEAGUE.
Available in Sizes: Small (34”-36"), Medium (38”-40"), Large (40"-42"), Extra Large (42"-44").
The sweatshirt is priced £8-50 plus £1:00 package and postage from:
The Public Relations Department, The Rugby Football League, 180 Chapeltown Road,
LEEDS LS7 4HT.

[

Salos —Sorvico —Spares

BAY HORSE
GARAGE LIMITED

LONGSIGHT ROAD,
OSBALDESTON, Nr. BLACKBURN.
(M8 Junction 31, 3 miles asong ASY)

Tel | 0254 812331

SAAB Born to lead.

=

/

J. G. WITHINGTON

B.Sc.,M.P.S.

Pharmaceutical Chemist

CLIFTON PHARMACY

25 WIGAN LANE,
WIGAN

Telephone: Wigan 44580

For all Medical, Surgical
& Toilet Requisites

sl
~

/
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Brian Batty on Rugby League

An epidemic of head injuries is
alarming club officials and coaches—

to say nothing of players—throughout By

the game. This unpalatable feature of Brian

the code has been on the increase for Batt

some time and has to be stamped out as y

quickly as possible. of the
“Daily Mail”

Perhaps there is more to it than
mere coincidence that the spate of jaw,

cheekbone and facial injuries has come

with the introduction of the sinbin.

Certainly this new system has done nothing for the discipline in the game
. rather the opposite on the evidence offered from match to match.

To single out a list of those injured or subjected to the high tackling
would take up too much space but there has to be a clampdown. When the
Australians began their tour, manager Frank Farrington outlined how in
Sydney they had gone to great lengths to erase the high and late tackling
in cleaning up the game.

A few people scoffed at this talk but Farrington was genuine yet in this
country we seem to be getting left behind in this business. | believe we have
to act now and at the same time decide once and for all whether the sinbin
system is doing more harm than good. And while we are sounding the alarm
bells let's hope the League do not go ahead with this crazy idea of stopping
the clock after a try has been scored while the goal kick is taken.

Already the game is being held up to ridicule in Australia after intro-
ducing this system at the start of their new season. Some games are running
20 minutes late and causing chaos and anger to all concerned.

How on earth television is going to cope when a high scoring game can
hit their programmes goodness knows. The whole scene is going to rebound
on the schedules of press and radio and surely we've enough problems that
need sorting out without adding to them.
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SPORTS & TROPHIES LTD.
LEYLAND - BOLTON - STANDISH - CHORLEY
Suppliers & Outlitters of all Leading makes of

Sports Equipment

6 Hough Lane, Leyland, Lancs.
Telephone: Leyland 24982

111 Chorley Old Road, Bolton, Lancs.

Telephone: Bolton 41818

9 High Street, Standish, Wigan, Lancs.
Telephone: Standish 425820

35 Chapel St., Chorley, Lancs.

ASHTON CROSS

Plant Hire Contractors

JACK CASE LTD.

REGD. OFFICE & PLANT DEPOT

ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD
Nr. WIGAN Tel. 0942 727257/8

ASHES AND HAULAGE

ASHTON CROSS
ASHTON-IN-MAKERFIELD

For service in print

LOCKIE PRESS
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ik s Bt a Nr. WIGAN Tel. 0942 727369
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FUNERAL SERVICE - WEDDING CARS - MEMORIALS
HEAD OFFICE : EGERTON HOUSE, WALLGATE, WIGAN.
TEL.: WIGAN 42876

.

ooD

BRANCHES AT : ASHTON, HINDLEY AND PEMBERTON.

Associated Tyre Specialists (NW) Ltd.

Telephone Wigan 42017 & 42442

(Formerly Western Tyre)

98 WARRINGTON ROAD, NEWTOWN, WIGAN

* BRITAINS No.

1 TYRE SPECIALISTS %




Henderson Gill dives over the line to score yet another try.

(Photo by courtesy of Evening Post and Chronicle)

Player Profile

HENDERSON GILL

This afternoon's player profile is the supporters favourite,
Henderson Gill, better known as ‘Hendy'.

Hendy signed for Wigan in October 1981 and made his first team
debut against Barrow away on the 11th October. He first played for
Bradford Northern as a professional and then moved to Rochdale
Hornets, his services were sought by several rugby league clubs but
he decided to join Wigan.

When in possession of the ball Hendy is a difficult player to tackle
and once he is on the floor he still squirms and wriggles to get free,
more often than not succeeding. When he starts off on one of his
swerving runs, he puts the oppositions defence in pieces. So far this
season he has scored a total of 19 tries and on Wednesday evening
successfully converted a try for the first time since he joined Wigan.
One of his most memorably tries this season was in the John Player
Trophy Final against Leeds at Elland Road, when he evaded four
players from the opposition to score our first try in the corner.

Hendy is a very happy go lucky person and never seems to be
in the dumps, you can always hear him coming as he is always singing
his favourite ‘‘reggae’ music at the top of his voice.

We just hope he keeps on scoring his tries and giving his 100%
effort throughout the whole game. Keep up the good work Hendy.
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“IN A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN”’

RATHBONES BAKERY

IT'S BETTER BECAUSE IT'S MADE BY BAKERS WHO TAKE
TIME AND TROUBLE TO MAKE BETTER BREAD

WARRINGTON ROAD - WIGAN - LANCS.

Travel Eavesways

Coach Operators
and
Travel Agents
Ashton in Makerfield 727985/727149

Newton le Willows 5956/4166
N

.

.

%WILLIAM GASKELL GROUP

ROAD HAULAGE, WAREHOUSING & DIS TRIBUTION

WILLIAM GASKELL (Upholland) LTD.
Crawford Village, Upholland. Tel.: Rainford (074488) 2427 & 4965

WILLIAM GASKELL WAREHOUSING CO.
Burscough Road, Ormskirk. Tel.: Ormskirk (0695) 78681

GASKELL DISTRIBUTION LTD.
Peel Road, West Pimbo, Skelmersdale. Tel.: Skelmersdale
(0695) 23656

UPHOLLAND HAULAGE CO. LTD.
Crawford Village, Upholland. Tel.: Rainford (074488) 2427 & 4965

T. & L. HAULAGE (Widnes) LTD.
Ditton Road, Widnes, Cheshira. Tel.: 051-424 4086 & 4409
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sheddings in October produced an 11-11 draw when we were yet again
foxed by some poor refereeing, but a win is essential today if we are to
maintain the pressure on the Hull clubs at the top of the league.

AWAY TRAVEL

Bookings can be made at the shop today for our remaining two away
matches. On Wednesday, 13th April we travel to Featherstone. Coaches
will leave Central Park at 4.1, Prices: Adults £2:70, Juniors £1-80; and on
Sunday, 17th April our final away league match is at Widnes, Coaches
depart Central Park at 1.15. Prices: Adults £1-50, Juniors £1.

We would like to thank everyone who has travelled with us throughout
the season.

APRIL OPEN RUGBY
April's Open Rugby is now on sale at the supporters club shop. Features
this month include reports and_views on the Britain v. France test matches;

and a chance for you to book your 1984 holiday in Australia with the Great
Britain tourists.
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Halifax, Leigh, Rochdale Hornets, Whitehaven,
Widnes, Workington Town, Milford and a host
of amateur and supporters’ clubs.)

Why not send for full details of what we can do for YOUR club.

i Symbol Sweaters
Supply embroidered sweaters to:-
O WIGAN R.L.F.C. (also to Doncaster, Fulham,

Write or phone: Burnawn Factory, Galston, Ayrshire. KA4 8HF.
Andy Hamnett Tel.: (0563) 820213.
K SYMBOL SWEATERS

g

" You can afford to think bigger at the

ANGLIA

BUILDING SOCIETY

2 Library Street, WIGAN WN1 1NN
Manager: Mr. G. Bury Tel.: 39778
FOR OTHER OFFICES SEE YOUR YELLOW PAGES

N

N
(
C B CENTRAL PARK
:inz:am SAUNA AND
Crust UK. Ltd. GYMNASIUM

TELEPHONE: 31321

The World's Finest Crust

Open
Monday to Saturday
9.30a.m.—5.00p.m,

Late Nights:

Main UK Agents:- Monday, Wednesday & Friday
until 7.00p.m.
;g?l(l)—\;av(fj;)é?:m Lane, Ladies Day: Monday
' £1.50 per Session—
M?‘T%%evzter’ (Pensioners half price)
Tel.: 061 224 8608 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE

J
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Colin Whitfield aims for another goal
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A.A. R.A.C. YOUR BEST BET
_ For
BELLINGHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
HOTEL HANDICAP COUPONS
Throughout the Season
**TWO STAR**
.Residential Accommodation KEITH DAVIES
Weddings and Functions RACING
Turf Accountants
Wine and Dine in style Head Office
91 NORLEY HALL AVE.,
NORLEY HALL, WIGAN
WIGAN LANE, WIGAN Tel.: Wigan 224240/222390
(Opposite Wigan Infirmary) Branch Offices at:
‘glseicn HILL WIGAN
- Wi N LANE, WIGAN
Telephone: Wigan 43893 i EARLESTOWN
EWTON-LE-WILLOWS
Nar = N .

-

@ PETERWALKER &

(JOINERS & BUILDERS) LTD.

Registered Office:

PARK STREET, POOLSTOCK,
WIGAN, WN3 5HE

Telephone: WIGAN 36130

Factories, Office Blocks, Flats,

New Housing and Refurbishing

™
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Loose forward Shaun Wane
is getting his chances in the
first team just now and this
talented Ex-GB schoolboy star
seen here in a match against
Hull K.R., is justifying Alex
Murphy's confidence in him.

(Photograph by courtesy of
the Wigan Observer).

ANSWERS TO HALF-TIME QUIZ

1
2
3.
4.
5
6

B. Ganley (219 goals) 1957-58.
Widnes.

Mick Parrish.

Henderson Gill (12 tries).

16 appearances.

Clive Sullivan.

NEXT MATCH AT CENTRAL PARK

TUESDAY, 12th APRIL, 1983

Kick-off 7.30 p.m.

WIGAN ‘A’ v. SWINTON ‘A’
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SLALOM LAGER FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP

AGENTS WANTED . 5 W

D. L F A. Pts.

27 20 0 7 463 239 40

27 19 2 6 449 238 40

26 19 1 6 473 268 39

WHY NOT BECOME AN AGENT? 2 7 2 9 8 W 3
' 26 17 2 7 457 340 36

HERE ARE SOME REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD StiHelens ... el 97 17 1 9 448 370 35
Oldhamt .. ... 28 15 2 11 334 291 32

Gastleford .. 26 14 1 11 462 433 29

Leigh S 29 12 3 14 437 372 27

Warrington..... 27 11 1 15 349 380 23

1. m:i:gn‘ be paid 7 p in the £ ;::r;\lll-n'i::i'?:yl;lallllf  124p in the £ Expenses, Featherstone 27 10 3 14 308 408 23
2. You will have full consideration for any All Ticket Matches (Home, Away, Barrow ... ot 28 10 1 17 453 474 21
Cup Ties and Wembley). Bradford N. TR O | - 9 2 14 236 283 20

3. You will receive a Bonus Prize on all Major Prize Money won by Workington 25 5 2 18 275 563 12
YOI Memtars, , : Halifax 27 5 121 202 56 11

4. RYg;adf:an have a Complimentary Pass to the Official Car Park at Douglas Carlisl e 25 2 0 23 229 531 4

5. You will qualify for all Agents’ Special Draws that are made.

6. You will be making a direct contributi s ing the Stadium of
the North.

DON'T DELAY — DO IT TODAY!

TEAR OFF AND POST OR DELIVER THIS FORM TO CENTRAL PARK FOR

FURTHER DETAILS OF HOW EASY AND INTERESTING AN AGENCY CAN BE ( 2

CUT ALONG THIS LINE

0 Sl ® Bros

Prices quoted on all major Rugby League Competitions

[ ) RUGBY LEAGUE HANDICAP coupons weekly
To: WIGAN RUGBY DEVELOPMENT FUND )
CENTRAL PARK, WIGAN — Tel, 44367 Let us put you on our mailing list.
| am interested in becoming an AGENT/MEMBER of the Open your credit account
THREE ‘N’ EASY Weekly Draw. Please let me have full details. By phonlng John Moony on (0482) 51272
RAME o oonmmiadisiiscinisibitsitiniotee o 1

This guarantees a credit facility for all racing and other sporting events.
202-204 Hawthorn Avenue Hull HU3 5LL
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MATCH REPORTS IN
STORY AND PICTURES

BEHIND THE SCENES
- THE PLAYERS

— THE DIRECTORS
- THE FANS

' FOLLOW YOUR TEAM IN THE

WIGAN
OBSERVER
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The first time Wigan won the Challenge Cup was in
1924, 30 years after the inception of the competition and
they defeated our visitors of today from Oldham at Rochdale.

That is the second time of late that | have mentioned
Rochdale as a neutral venue for important games. Swinton's
modern ground wasn't built in those days, so | suppose
Rochdale was most suitable.

It is difficult to imagine, but more so when one realises
that there was a crowd of over 41,000 to see that famous
game. More in fact than saw the first final at Wembley five
years later. There ‘was trouble controlling the crowd and
they broke through the rails along the touch line. The old rugby tale tellers
used to tell us about the Van Heerden try. The story goes that as he made
his way down the touch line a policeman on horse-back was actually in
the field of play as he tried to control the crowd. By all accounts South African
Van Heerden was something special and he ran under “th’orses bally” to
score that try.

That was the first of four consecutive finals for Oldham, two of which
they won and two they lost. It seems strange that a Club with a background
like that and a side like they had in the 50’s have never had a game at
Wembley.

There will be plenty of readers today old enough to remember what the
Wigan team of 1958 did to Oldham. A full house of 22,500 saw Wigan win a
third round tie, with an 8-0 score to overcome Oldham and the blizzard
that raged round the ground for most of the game. That win was exaggerated
by the fact that Oldham had beaten Wigan 14 times in a row. One of them
being as fine an exhibition of rugby, ‘Australians and all’' as ever was seen
on Central Park, they beat Wigan 48 points to 23.

So far | have written about before and after my days as a player. The
Oldham of my time were trying hard to recapture the glory days. | do remem-
ber some hard Lancashire Cup games there. There always seemed to be a
flare up between their full back Billy Griffiths and Gordon Ratcliffe. It was
a case of the irresistable force meeting an immovable object.

Getting off the ground at Oldham was a problem as one had to go through
the crowd. We had to hide Ken Gee under the stands after one game. The
police smuggled him out and a taxi joined him with us at Heaton Park Hotel.

That, despite the fact that Ken and | had played a match for Oldham as
guests during the war. | don't think we played that bad. '

29



Appearances, Tries and Goals scored

(Up to and including the match v. St. Helens home 1/4/83)

Tries

Bamber........

€ T - e e
Clare

. Campbell ................
cCunliffe s
A 13T S
Egan ...
Fairhurst
. Foy ..
Gill
Hornby ..
. Hodkinson
. Jones ..
. Juliff
. Kiss...
. McLoughlin
Naidole
Nicholson
. Nanyn ..
Pendlebury...
Regan
. Ramsdale
. Scott.....
Shaw .. &
. Stephens ...
Stephenson
Wane
Wood .
. Whitfield ...
Williams ...
West .

CRXWOOCmr

<

NHBZOEOP-T

PWODVOOEZODECZ

Goals:

J. Clare .....

J. Pendlebury
G. Stephens
C. Whitfield.
D. Wood

App

Sub

Pld

Lol |1 Dol 0 | ] iovscsaa | ] v oss s aironss

-t
p—y

| <] o

Sub
N/P

ol 11 1ell

U Dol mmsmsac D D000 Al 0 B0 T B el

Lancs LEocker

John

Chall.

Player Friendlies Total
League Cup Cup 5. riendli Cup

2 — = = = — 3
2 - - 1 - — 3
1 1 — 1 — . 3
, = == = 2a B
W = = = = — 4
15 = 1 2 1 = e
B pe— o= 9 e 4. A
4 — - — — — 4
1 —_ - — —_ — 1
P T T ol R A
1 2 i oD e ses A4
2 = = = = = g
1 = = = = = 1
8 — — 1 — — 9
10 1 — 1 1 — 13
4 — - 1 —_ 1 6
4 — — 1 — — 5
94 4 2 10 2 3 115

e [ /R 4

— = = = 11

— — —_— — 1

5(1) 11(1) 3 6 97

- = = = 4

83 5 5 11 7 6 117

N.B. Drop goals (in brackets) are included in the principle figures.
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1982 FA 1982 FA
e U onin o e R g ki 5 Hoats w
u—Carlisle (3.00) A 107 W a—Whitehaven (3.
25 W —Leigh (7.30) H :o.g w 26 Th—Rochdale H. (7.30) A 157 W
29 Su—Hull (3.00) H 238 W Sept. 3 Fr —Oldham (7.30) A 12497L
Sept. 5 Su—Salford (County Cup 1st Rd.)(3.00)  H 18-13W 10 Fr —Warrington (7.30) H 1812w
12 Su—Warrington (3.00) A 13-19L 17 Fr —Widnes (7.30) H 13-24 L
15 W —Fulham (County Cup 2nd Rd)(7.30) H 415 L Oct. 1Fr —Oldham (7.30) H Post
15W —Featherstone R. (7.30) H Post 8 Fr —Salford (7.30) A 12-20L
19 Su—Hull K.R. (3.00) A 65 W 16 Sa—Warrington (2.30) A 16-31L
26 Su—French National XIll (3.00) H 117 W 23 Sa—Barrow (2.30) A 2:18L
Oct, 3 Su—Oldham (3.00) A 11-11D N Sa—Workington (2.30 A ost
12 5;‘*:"“‘“"“’ " 200 H 124 W o 12 Fr _Leigh (7 o H Post
e = MO RIA( 30) H 88L  pec 1w —st Helens (7.30) b 111D
20 W —Halifax (7.30) A 163 W 9 Th—Leigh (7.30) - A 1510 W
24 Su—Barrow (3.00) H 195 W 14 Tu—Oldham (2nd Rd Lanc. Shield) H 813L
30 Sa—(1st Test at Hull)
31 Su—Hull (3,00) A Post
Nov. 7 Su-Workington T. (3.00) H 349 W '
14 Su—Leigh (3.30) » A 512L 1983 :
'5’(1) gn Australia égnd Test) (2.15) H 276 L Jan. ‘g ga —whmha‘gn ((32’11.3%) ;‘; 1:—25;.’
u~Laeeds (3.00) A 58 L a —Workington (3. 23-7
26 Fr —Featherstone R. (7.45) H 45-0 w 21 Fr —Widnes (7.30) A 11-20L
28 Su—(3rd Test at Leeds) 29 Sa—Barrow (3.00) H Post
Dec. 5 Su~—Castleford (J.P. Trophy st Rd.) A 1610w Feb. 4Fr—Swinton (7.30) H Post
12 Su —SL. Helens (J.P. Trophy 2nd Rd.) H 95 W 17 Th—Swinton (7.30) A 1229L
18 Sa—Salford (John Player Trophy 3rd Rd) . A 54 W 25 Fr —Salford (7.30) H 1815 W
19 Su~—Carlisle (3.00) H Post Mar. 4 Fr —Rochdale H. (7.30) H Post
26 Su—St. Helens (3.00) A 811 L 30 W —St. Helens (7.30) A 035L
1983 Apr. 4 M —Oldham A 13-31L
—Wi ton (John Player Semi N 9 Sa —Workington (2.30) A
R Waragon o, R, W 12 Tu —Swinton (730) H
¢ — H
9 Su —Castleford (3.00) H 208 w 16 Sa —Barrow (3.00)
. 19 Tu —Leigh (7.30) .. - H
16 Su—Workington (2.30) A 3112w
22 Sa —Leeds (J.P. Final)(2.15) A 154 w 26 Tu —Rochdale (7.30) H
23 Su-—Widnes (3.00) H  Post
30 Su —Cardiff (Chall. Cup Prelim Rd) H 144 w
Feb. 6 Su-—Bradford N. (3.30) A 40 W
16 W —Castleford (Chall. Cup 1st Rd.) H 717 L
20 Su-—~Hull K.R. (3.00) H 521 L
27 Su-~Widnes H 66 D
Mar, 6 Su-—Castleford (3.30) A 1486 W
13 Su —Halltax (3.00) H 409 w
16 W —Carlisle (7.30) H 320 W
20 Su-—Leeds (2.30) H 185 w
22 Tu —Hull (7.30) A 823 L
27 Su—Barrow (2.30) A 2726 W
Apr. 1 Fr —SL Helens (3.00) H 136 W
6 W —Warrington (7.30) H
10 Su— Oldham (3.00) H
13 W —Featherstone (6.30) A
17 Su-—Widnes (3.00) A

WIGAN RUGBY
6 DAYS A WEEK!

inthe POSt & Chronidle
and POSL Pinnks




