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OLDHAM PRESS AGENCY
6 Waterloo Street,
Oldham.

Tel: 061-624 6013

Teams
OLDHAM WIDNES

Cherry/white Hoops, White Jerseys

Blue Shorts. Black Shorts.
Martin MURPHY 1. Mick BURKE
Geoff MUNRO 2. Stuart WRIGHT
Clive HUNTER Mick GEORGE
Mick PARRISH Eddie CUNNINGHAM
Eric FITZSIMONS Keith BENTLEY
John PATTERSON Eric HUGHES
Paddy KIRWAN Andrew GREGORY
Gareth OWEN Mick O'NEILL
Ray MARTLAND Keith ELWELL
Billy HARRIS Brian LOCKWOOD
Bob MORDELL Les GORLEY
Alan PLATT Martin SMITH
Terry FLANAGAN 13. Eric PRESCOTT
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14. John MIYLER
15. Brian HOGAN

alom Lager
RUGBY LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP

Referee: Mr. Ken Spencer (Warrington)
Touch Judges: Mr. D.M. Russel (Rochdale), Mr. H. McGuire (Whitehaven)
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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 5244 & 061-624 4865

President: H.V. Ashworth
Chairman: R. Hatton
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: K. Broadbent

Committee: E. Buckley, F. Diskin, J. Hall, D. Hulme, R. Ogden, K. Potter

Secretary: J. Chadwick

Coaching Staff: Graham Starkey (Manager), Terry Gorman (Asst. Manager),
Brian Gartland

Professional Playing Staff

Adrian Alexander - Ray Ashton - Bob Blackwood - Brian Caffrey - Barry Conner - Leslie Cook
Michael Coombes - Mike Cowley - Pasquale D'Adamo - Stephen Dobb - Eric Fitzsimmons -
Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Andrew Goodway - Ken Gwilliam - Billy Harris
Colin Hawkyard - Steve Herbert - Clive Hunter - Clive Jones - Paddy Kirwan - Steve Littler
Paul Lowndes - John Mantle - Ray Martland - Bob Mordell - Geoff Munro - Martin Murphy
Gerrard Nolan - Tony Ogden - lan Ogden - Roger O'Mahoney - Mike O'Rourke -
Gareth Owen - Mick Parrish - Johnny Patterson - Alan Platt - Gordon Pollard - lan Radcliffe
Warren Ryans - Derek Seabrook - Clive Sullivan - Dave Taylor - Garry Walczak - John Walls
Dave Walker - Joe Warburton - Phil Ward - Mike Worrall

Hon. Solicitors: A.J. Adler

Doctor: Dr. D. Walton Hon. Consuitant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins

Financial & Admin. Manager: Mr. David Oakes Tel: 061-620 4870
Commercial Manager: Keith Masters Social Club Manager: Kevin Wilkinson
Groundsman: J. Walker Asst. Groundsman: W. Caine

Official Time Keeper: J Roscoe

CLUB RECORDS

Record Victory . 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K.R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £9,100 v Wakefield 24th Feb. 1980.
Record transfer fee paid £18,500 to Hunslet for Mick Parrish Sept. 1980
Record transfer fee received £11,002: 10s from Workington for Ike Southward Jan 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 pts v Liverpool City April 59
First game CQctober 21 1876 v Stalybridge
Highest number of Points Scored Bernard Ganley 2881
Most Appearances Joe Ferguson 685
Most Tries Pre 1900 Jack Hirst 233 Since 1900 Alan Davies 182

CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10,1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64
Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07,1911-12,1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08,1910-11,1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-24,

1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12,1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09,1910-11,1911-12,1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55
Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76 1979-80
Colts Premiership Trophy: 1979-80



CUP KINGS WIDNES

WIDNES, today’s visitors to Watersheddings, have enjoyed a decade of
brilliant success under three top coaches -- Vince Karalius, Frank Myler and
Doug Laughton.

In cup and league the Chemics were the top team in Rugby League during the
superseventiesandifthey are notquite equallingtheir formerfeats this season
by their own high standards, that is -- one can restassured thatitwon'tbelong
before Widnes are riding high again.

To some extent the men from Naughton Park are having to rebuild and they are
passing through that transitional period that all clubs have to go through from
time to time.

This follows the transfer of several big names to new club Fulham, led by their
former captain and scrum-half general Reg Bowden, who was the first player
signed by the Craven Cottage regime way back last summer.

Tolose a player of Bowden's calibre would have been a blow to any club but as
Widnes prepared to rebuild and reshape a side capable of continuing their
success through the eighties David Hull, Mal Aspey and Dave Eckersley all
followed their captain’s path to London.

The loss through injury of winger Stuart Wright for much of this season was
another blow for Laughton but the strength in depth of the Widnes club has
againcome up trumps, aided and abetted by the signing from Leeds of centre
or back-row forward Eddie Cunningham.

Cunningham has slipped into the jersey worn so gloriously over so many years

by Aspey, whose stunningdummy and break which set up atry forwingerKeith:

Bentley in last season’s Premiership final will be talked about formany years to
come.

Despite their many changes of the past few months, Widnes still field a highly
talented team with ace goalkicker Mick Burke at full back.

Mick played for the Great Britain under-24s against New Zealand at Fulham a
few weeks ago and did enough to warrant promotion to the full Test side when
skipper George Fairbairn pulled out through injury.

Young Bentley is one of the finest wing prospects in the game -- he played in
the first Test against the Kiwis -- and there is not much wrong with a back line
thatincludesthe likes of Mick George, Cunningham and the pacy Eric Hughes.
Up front the Chemics also pack a top-class set of forwards with household
names in Mick Adams, Steve O'Neill, Keith Elwell and Welshman Glyn Shaw.
Despite the loss of so many stars, Widnes will still be ateam to be feared when
the Challenge Cup ties come around. Last season they had a terrific time,
failing by only one point to pip Bradford for the First Divisions title.

The Premiership ultimately went ‘to form’ with leaders Bradford winning
through to the final at the expense of St. Helens, and Leigh and Widnes going
through against Hull KR and Leeds

It was appropriate that the top two teams should clash in the final and Widnes
produced a magnificent show on a warm afternoon in May to lift the
Premiership Trophy.

It was rich revenge for the Lancashire Cup winners who, earlier in the season,
had been beaten by Bradford in the final of the John Player Trophy.

NEW & USED CYCLES * PART EXCHANGE WELCOME

CYCLE SPARES AND REPAIR SERVICE

SUNTAL CYCLES

45-7 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Late Night Friday till 9 p.m.

TOWN TAVERNS LIMITED

FUN PUB

FIRTH STREET, OLDHAM.
(side of The Town House Restaurant)

ITT'SFREE IT'SFUN IT'S FABULOUS
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY

Open Monday to Saturday, 7 pm to 11 pm

CELLAR WINE BAR

(Town House Restaurant, 35 Greaves Street, Oldham)
WINE AT REASONABLE PRICES
TETLEY ALE AT PUB PRICES
EXCELLENT SNACKS AVAILABLE
You've tried the rest, now try the best

TOWN HOUSE RESTAURANT, 35 GREAVES STREET, OLDHAM
Telphone: 061-620 5418

For the finest food at the finest prices in Oldham
Weddings, Funerals, 21st and 18th Parties, etc. catered for.



TWO-UP, TWO-DOWN HAS TO COME

By Roger Halstead
(Oldham Evening Chronicle)

THE call be the game's coaches for a change in the promotion
and relegation system is but the latest of many shouts for an
end to having four clubs up each season and four down.
Meeting at Carnegie College, Leeds, for a two-day
conference, the coaches of our senior clubs were apparently
unanimous in their demands for a system of two up and two
down,

Their views will be passed on the the League Council and
sooneror later -- sooner, | hope -- moves willbe made towards
introducing a change.

[ believe the big change has to come and will come, but not for
the reasons outlined by the coaches.

Their argument was based on a belief that four-up, four-down
led to too much safety-first football, the obvious inference
being that ifonly two clubs were to be relegated from the First
Division there would be a greater tendency for teams to throw
the ball around with gay abandon and produce the sort of
football that spectators love to see.

lam not so sure about that. If a team is successful by playing
hard, tackling tenaciously, cutting down mistakes to a
minimum and grinding down the oppesition why is it going to
change Jts tactics because only two sides are going down
instead of four? o S RN

If it is successful, it will not be involved in the relegation battle, anyway. Take Warrington, the
undoubted team of the season this year.

Onecannothelp butadmire their professionalism, their terrific tackling, their insistence on doing the
basics correctly. But, in truth, there is not a great deal of flair about their method. If you want fast-
flowing, crowd-pleasing football, do you watch Warrington, or do you watch Leeds? Most people
would opt for Leeds.

On the other hand Leeds are not half as successful this season as the Wires, who top the First
Division, were in the last eight of the cup on Sunday, and already have two trophies on the shelf.

/ don't think legislation can produce good football. Certain measures might help but in the final
analysis it gets back to coaching, coaching attitudes and the particular requirements of a club
committee or board of directors.

Just at present there is a tremendous concentration within our game on tackling and defensive
work. One hasonly to watch a professional League game and then compare the tackling to thatin a
Union international, for instance, and the difference stands out a mile.

It naturally follows, of course, that there is a greater likelihood of open rugby, exciting breaks, the
selling of dummies and so oninthe attack-minded Union code than in the defensive-minded League
game.

Isuppose itis all aboutstriking the right balance. Noone in League wants to see paper-thin defences.
But it would be nice to see a few teams capable and willing to throw the ball around more than they
do.

Defences, generally, are so much on top in two-division football, which pits the strong against the
strong and the weak with the weak, thatcoaches will really have to revise theirown ideas ratherthan
look to league legislation to alter the trends.

If the truth were known | don't believe there is a lot of REAL coaching goes on in League and | am
absolutely convinced that there is insufficient emphasis on fitness.

Individual skills are one thing -- team skills can only be produced effectively and consistently if the
players are fit and sufficiently well organised to know what is expected of them.

Progress in our game continues to be held up by old-fashioned thinking.

How many teams, for instance, perform the pre-match warm-up as introduced at Watersheddings
by Graham Starkey.

It must be good sense to start a match after a light work-out instead of emerging directly from a
cramped dressing room.

The West Hill Eng.

Co. Ltd.

HIGH-CLASS MOULDS FOR THE
PLASTICS & RUBBER TRADES

SEVERN MILL
BRITON STREET
OLDHAM OLS9 6NA

Telephone: 061-624 6570 & 4597

Reacro Rubber
Co. Ltd.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD
CHADDERTON

SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Tel: 061-652 1326

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM
DOES

%)

by

G. Barlow &
Sons Ltd.

19 UNION STREET WEST -
OLDHAM Tel: 624 4301

SERVICE
MOULDINGS

PRECISION
INJECTION
MOULDERS

HARTSHEAD STREET,
LEES, OLDHAM
Telephone 061-652 0441
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WILLIANS & GIYN'S
BANKLTD

Local Branch Manager: R. Yates

TOM WEBB’s HISTORY OF WIDNES RLFC

In 1873 a few interested young men formed the Farnworth and Appleton
Football Club. Inthose days “football” was the usual name for rugby clubs as
well as association clubs.

Twoyears later the team moved headquarters to Simms Cross and changed its
name to become Widnes Football club. Another move two years later to Mill
Brow saw the club with its first boarded enclosure.

Johnny Briggs the famous Lancashire cricketer played full back for the club
until a broken arm in a match with Sale ended his rugby career. Another well
known figure joined the club in 1881, J.H. Smith. He played until 1891, was
captain for three seasons and secretary for at least another six seasons. Later
he took up refereeing and handled the second Challenge Cup final. He later
became a legislator and was president of the Northern Union.

In 1884 the club moved its headquarters to Lowerhouse Lane and three years
laterchanged its colours from chocolate and sky blue to the now famous black
and white. When the Northern Rugby Football Union was formed in 1895,
Widnes were among the 22 clubs which broke away from the Northern Union.
When the first touring team from this country visited Australia in 1910, no
Widnesians were selected but in the nexttourwhichtook placein 1914, Albert
“Chick” Johnson and Jack O'Garra, a forward and standoff respectively went
on tour, “Chick” scoring a try in the third test when we won the Ashes.

Many great names have worn the black and white jerseys. The Aspey brothers,
grandfatherand great uncle of Mal Aspey wereactive attheturnofthe century.
Laterthe Higgins brothers and the Hoey brothers wereamongthe stars, Jimmy
being the first player on record to score in every match for his club in aseason.
In 1930 the second Challenge Cup final was piayed at Wembley, the
contestants being St. Helens, the crack team of the year and Widnes,
composed of twélve local lads and one South African. Against allthe odds, the
Chemics won the trophy. The team had cost the club less than £100 but they
beat “the team of all talents”.

Some well know administrators have been associated withthe club. Inmytime
Frank Devonald, Bill Johnson, Harry Ditchfield, Tom Smith and Harry
Greenwood have all successfully led the club. Coaches have included Paddy
Lyons, Tommy McCue, Tommy Shannon, Jack Broome, Joe Egan and Vin
Karalius with Doug Laughton being in charge at present.

In recent years the Chemics have had more successes than any other club
which is no wonder when we note some of their outstanding players such as
George Nicholis, Reg Bowden, Ray Dutton, Keith Elwell, Dave Eckersley, Mick
George, Eric Hughes, Jim Mills, Stuart Wright, Glyn Shaw and some most
promising up and coming young players.

Today? Match Ball presented by

National Westminster Bank Limited ¢ ‘
’ Oldham, 10 Yorkshire Street Branch Telephone 061-633 3005




NEWS FROM THE RUGBY LEAGUE

Thereis Standing Room only forthe 1981 Final. Standing Tickets, priced only
£3.00, are now available from every professional club or by post from:

The Rugby Football League
Ticket Department

180, Chapeltown Road
LEEDS LS7 4HT

MARCH ‘OPEN RUGBY’

Rugby League’s only magazine ‘'OPEN RUGBY’ should not be missed by
anyone interested in the game. The March edition, now available, continues
‘Open Rugby’s’ reputation for providing the very best in Rugby League action
photography.

There are features on Leigh’s John Woods, Barrow’s lan Ball, York’s John
Crossley, and Whitehaven's Brian Rose. This month’s ‘Open Rugby’ interview
is with Tommy Bishop.

There's an in-depth look at what amateur RL players can achieve today, plus
many more features from all around the Rugby League world. Order ‘OPEN
RUGBY’ this month, and every month, from your newsagent. To obtain by
post, send 65 pence to:

OPEN RUGBY
415, Kirkstall Road,
LEEDS 4

Seton
Products

Support OLDHAM RLFC
By donating our Elastic Support Bandoges
efc.

Make your Goal the
DOG & PARTRIDGE
Constantine Street,
Oldham.
and try our
Wilson’s Traditional Ale’s
Your Hosts
Kevin & Christine

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE
OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH

IN MONDAY'S

OLDHAM
EVENING
CHRONICLE

GEORGE & SHEILA

Welcome vou to

THE BULLS HEAD

Luncheons, Bar Snacks,
Morning drive break{asts
OGDEN, NEWHEY,
ROCHDALE.

Shaw 847992

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

“Thomas “Birché® Co.

32 CLEGG STREET, OLDHAM
Telephone: 624-4889 / 665-2048

Free Valuation on Request
Without Obligation

James Schofield
& Son

(Transport) Limited

*All Classes of Haulage
*Any Distance Undertaken
*Expert Packing
*Ample Storage Facilities
Available
PRIMROSE BANK,

Oldham

Tel: 061 624 2968

JOE GALLAGHER

PAINTER and DECORATOR

26 Alva Road Telephone
Watersheddings  061-652 0208
Oldham




GEOFF MUNRO BENEFIT

Oldham fans are reminded that the popular Sunday Mirror Rugby
League - ‘Geoff Munro Benefit’ Roadshow is to be staged in Oldham
on Wednesday, 25th March, in aid of the Geoff Munro Benefit. The
venue is theQueen Elizabeth Hall and the evening starts at 7.30 p.m.
when Oldham stars of today and yesterday will be on parade.
Tickets are now on sale priced £1.50 or admission can be gained on
the evening.

A reminder of the details. Sunday Mirror Rugby League Roadshow
at the Queen Elizabeth Hall on Wednesday, 25th March, from 7.30
p.m.

HESFORD IS ON TARGET

STEVE HESFORD and Warrington have done it!

Steve, Rugby Leagues “Goldon Boot”, whose accurate right foot has kicked -

many important points this successful season, is the Daily Express Hepworths
tailoring February Player of the Month.

And that means Warrington have added another record to their already
impressive list - that of being first club to supply, in succession, too, three
Players of the Month.

Skipper Ken Kelly led the way in December, then came ace forward Tommy
Martyn, and | am surprised sure-shot Hesford has had to wait so long for the
Express Hepworth accolade, Steve was also!

He admitted quite freely he thought he had a chance for the award. “I've had
enough plugging with all the headlines. We've done so well recently that | felt
that if | didn’t get it last month, | would, this”, he told me.

“Now I'll be able to buy a new donkey-jacket”, cracked bricklayer Hesford,
when | reminded him that a cheque for £100 and £100-worth of classy
Hepworths’ clothing go with the Express silver salver.

Soccer, in particularly goal-keeping, was Steve's first love - not surprising
considering his father was the Huddersfield Town goalie of the Thirties, Bob
Hesford.

Then about five seasons ago he was given atrial at Warrington, signed, started
off in the first team, and has never looked back.

“It was just natural”, said 26-year-old Steve, “l kicked at school and | kicked at
Fleetwood, and somehow goalkeeping and kicking seem to go together.

For the last four seasons Hesford has not been out of the top four in the
League's goal-kickers' list. Currently he is leading this term’s race with 113-
17 in front of his nearest challenger.

The Rugby League

Three Fives
Challenge Cup

1981 FINAL

Saturday 2nd May, Wembley, Kick-off 3 p.m.

Standing Room Only!

Standing tickets, priced £3.00, now available from
the ticket office, The Rugby Football League,
180 Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4HT.
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ALEX RULES O.K. By Alex Givvons

(RL Grade 1 Referee)
THE ADVANTAGE LAW:-

The referee will signal by a wave of the arms, chest high, palms away from
chest, across the front of the body.

The referee can contribute to the game by good use of the advantage law,
without making the game untidy. It is a particular problem on heavy and wet
grounds.

Theadvantage lawappliesto all phases of play, the refereeisthesolejudge, i.e.
offside at the play-the-ball, knock-on, territorial or tactical, if a penalty kick
would be of greater value.

An infringement is not “neutralised” simply because the ball comes into
contact with an opponent. He must have the opportunity to gain an advantage
and also exploit that opportunity, or endeavour to, before play is allowed to
proceed.

The referee will indicate instantly he decides to allow advantage, until then he
is allowed to recall play.

No two situations are the same.

3“" ~  Talk person to person

z \\ As Oldham's largest insurance brokers,
we offer a full and, most important a
personal service for all types of insurance
It's a service we're proud to extend to

INSURANCE?

mortgages, both domestic and industnal.
| Pop in anytime and you're guaranteed the

| friendliest of attention
Established over 50 years.

Whitehead & Lees
(Insurances) Ltd.

hd ‘| I!
13 > /A
— a — o -~
The British Insurance Brokers' Association

34, Union Street, Oldham (tel 061-633 2361)
14, Rossall Road. Cleveleys (tel 0253-855818)



COLTS LEAGUE TABLE EJP TO AND INCLUDING 7.3.81 SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

A L B Gools T, P15,  PTS Anyone wishing to become a member of the Supporters Club may do so atany
Canteen orin the Social Club. Price: £1.00 (including a Diary)
Hull 22 20 2 - 4 128 181 803 1 43 22 153 40 . : .
SR Tl Bt T < e gy N i Forthcoming events in our Social Club, run by the Supporters Club.
Castleford 22 15 6 13 92 128 571 3 33 33 232 31 An Easter Bonnet Parade - on Saturday 18th April, 1981. Admission
Holl K.R. 8. 1 4 = = &8 00 A% 1 44 % 197 28 " Adults £1.00, Children 60p. 8 p.m. - 12 Midnight (including supper)
St. Helens 21 14 7 -3 64 75 3% 5 53 59 288 28 The Player of The Year Dance on Friday 24th April, 1981. Cabaret & Disco
Featherstone R. 22 13 9 2.7 % 83 488 3 74 70 B 2% ) By Vic Preston. Admission £1.00 8 p.m. - 12 Midnight.
Broml 19 1N 8 =2 78 71 1 2 58 71 331 22 ;
R . 3 Annual Pram Race on Monday 25th May, 1981. To leave the Social Club at
Bradford N. 23 1M 12 -1 7% 8 393 4 73 88 44 22 7 p.m. Followed by a Disco & Presentation from 9 p.m - 12 midnight
Leeds 20 10 9 11 8 16 515 1 64 75 354 2] Admission 50p.
Hunsjet NEFETF % N e N W 2 Lancashire Federation of Rugby League Supporters Club Annual
Leigh 19 <6 V%22 77 57 327 4 63 69 37 14 Player of the Year Awards and Rugby Leage Queen Competition. In our Social
Wokefield T. 18 512 1 - 5 79 339 3 54 7 24 1N Club on Friday May 29th, 1981 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. Cabaret & Dancing. Tickets
£1.00 each. From any Supporters Club Committee Member.
Salford ; 18 3 15 -4 35 40 194 3 69 93 420 6 Wenitiies el g 3 3 B
; N embley Draw on Tuesday 21st April, 1 - Draw at 9 p.m. Potato Pie
Hoatifox 43 ¢ RO B3 o e e 5 Supper Free to all Supporters Club Members. Small charge to non-
Widnes 7 MR a2 HEL T () 10 53 - 184 308 1292 0 members. Buy your Draw Tickets in our Canteens today or in the Social Club.
Prizes: Cup Winners £25.00 Runners up £10.00 Losing semi-finalists
( \ £2.50 All other teams £1.00 Tickets 50p per book.
® The Trumanns Man of Steel to be held at the Golden Garter on

Wednesday 13th May, 1981. Tickets may be ordered fromany Canteensorthe
Social Club.

Metal Supporters Club Badgesareonsaleat 60p, Blazer Badges£7.50
each. Oldham R.L.F.C. Sweaters sizes are 34, 36, 38, 40 in red, these are
_—_ priced at £10 each. Red & White Rugby Shirts sizes 30,32 £6.50 each,
% 34,36 £8.75 40,42 £10.35. Red & White Scarves at £1.75. Bobhats
£1.25 each. Colts Car Stickers 45p each. All items can be bought from

any canteen or in the Social Club at any time.
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JIMMY ‘TACKLER’ THOMPSON CALLS IT A

Jimmy Thompson’sdecisiontocallitadayat Brian Batty DAY!
the end of this season sees another fine Daily Mail

member of our last Ashes winning side leave
the playing scene.

Thompson has been one of the game’s top
forwards for more than a decade, battling
courageously in recent years to overcome
injury troubles with plenty of character and
determination.

It seems an eternity since he made his mark at
Wembley in the second row of that fine
Featherstone Rovers Cup winning side
against Barrow in the 1967 final.

| was fortunate enought to see Thompson
develop into a Test forward three years later
on the successful tour of Australia and New Zealand ‘

‘Tackler’ as he became nicknamed by the respectful Au53|es had Ieft England
eagerto learntheropes but he quickly forced his way into the Test side to stay.
He returned home a giant in playing terms having gone out a mere stripling but
tragically ran into a crippling knee injury that threatened to wreck his fast
ripening career.

But he eventually underwent an operation on the shattered knee and after
almost two seasons out of the game gradually won his fight to remain in top
class football.

Therewas no doubtthat hisloss of pace - aiegacy of hisinjury - was a handicap
but when Peter Fox took him from Featherstone to Bradford Northernto renew
their partnership it was like the start of a second career.

Coach Fox had had Jim under his wing at Post Office Road long enough to
visualise the new role he could play as a skipperandin the front row of the pack
at Odsal.

It proved a shrewd move - Bradford will never get a better deal - for soon
Thompson was heading for fresh honours and was back on the international
front.

Since they teamed up again Bradford have won the Premiership trophy, the
Yorkshire Cup, the John Player trophy and the First Division championship.
Fox had set his heart on taking Bradford to Wembley this season but that
dream was to live no longer than the first round and so the chance for Jim to
bow out in style was lost.

There is still the Premiership to aim for and so Bradford have an extra spur to
give Jim a fine send off and | am sure he will be in there battling for a final
honour.

PRINTING, COPYING, TYPING, Letraset & GRAPHIC PRODUCTS
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Municipal Buildings, 75, Union Street, Oldham. OL1 1HL Telephone: 061-620 4824




Adda touch;
of class
with Flat
and Bay
Wmdows
in Natural

range of Georglan
Flat and Bay window
styles foryouto
choose from.

FOR INFORMATION
TODAY-RING OUR

061-205 8741

o All windows tailor-made in
our new fully equipped
joinery department, ensunng
best possible quality and
value for money.

® Windowecare's exclusive
timber treatment means that
your lovely windows are
virtually maintenance free.
The wood keeps its natural
good looks for years @ Increase the value of your
and years. home and save £££..."s on fuel

® Luxury double glazing fitted  bills and re-painting. A
as standard, single double financial benefit.
glazing optional. ® Comprehensive five year

guarantee.
N NN GER BN BN B O G G G e e .

Post to Windowcare Ltd., Freepost, Monsall Mill,
' Manchester, M10 8NR. Tel: 061-205 9416/8741.

For East Yorkshire and Teeside Tel: Keyingham (09644) 2387.
Hardwood Bay Wmdows

Georgian Windows

Low Cost Repayments

I would like further details on
Flat Windows
I (tick boxes required)

I NAME.

1 Ltu LIiNDOWCARE

FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 1980/81

Date Opponent F.A.

H Aug 3 Sun Rochdale (Chairty Match) 32
A Aug 10 Sun St. Helens (Fniendly) 12
A Aug 17 Sun Swinton {County Cup) n
A Aug 24 Sun County Cup 2nd Round 15
H Aug 31 Sun Castieford 14
A Sept 7 Sun Bradford 10
H Sept 14 Sun Featherstone 17
A Sept 21 Sun Hull "
A Sept. 28 Sun Leeds 14
H Oct 5 Sun Leigh 15
A Oct 12 Sun
A 19 Sun Widnes 18
b 26 Sun Workington 18
A 2 Sun
’ 9 Sun Feathersiono 10
H 16 Sun Bradford 9.
A 19 Wed Satford 22
A 23 Sun John Player York 9.
A 30 Sun Wakefield 15
A 7 Sun Workington 4-
H 14 Sun Widnes
H 21 Sun Hull KA 9
A 26 Fr St, Helens 10-
Boxing Day 2
H Dec 28 Sun Hull 2
A Jan ! Thurs.  Warrington n
New Years Day
A Jan 4 Sun Barrow
M Jan 11 Sun Leeds
A Jan 18 Sun Castlelord
25 Sun
H 1 Sun Barrow
A 8 Sun Halifax
16 Sun Challenge Cup 81ack po
A 22 Sun Hull K.R
A 1 Sun Challenge Cup 2nd Round
H 8 Sun Waerrington
A 15 Sur
H 22 Sur
A 29 Sun
H 5 Sur
12
H Ape 17 Fri St Heiens
Good Friday
H Apr 20 Mon Salford

Easter Mon m.

‘A’ TEAM FIXTURES 1980/81

Date Opponent

H Aug 7 Thurs Higginshaw (Friendly)

H Aug 14 Thurs.  Saddieworth Rangers
A Sept 3 Wed Salford

A Sept 9 Fni Warnington LC.CS

H Sept 18 Thurs.  Swinton

H Sept 25 Thurs. St Helens

A Oct 2 Thurs.  Legh

9 Thurs  Rochdale Hormets

H 16 Thurs  Widnes

A 18 Sat Whitehave
A 25 Smt Workington
H 30 Thurs  Wigan

A 8 Sat Blackpool
A 14 Fni

H 20 Thurs  Salford

A 27 Thurs.  Swinton

H 4 Thurs. Wigan

A 11 Thurs Widnes

H 3 Sat Barrow

A 9 Fn. 5, n.l..,

H 17 Sat

A 31 Sat

H 5 Thurs

H Blackpool
A Warnngton
H Waorkington
A Rochdale
H Leigh

Ashwort

(manchester Ltd.)

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE Football Club)
The Abattoir, River Park Road, Manchester 10

Tel: 061-223 2097




LOCAL INTERNATIONAL HONOUR

Alan Burke
Public Relations Officer,
Oldham Amateur Rugby League.

Mark Rowbottom, the 17 yearold Saddleworth Rangerspropor s
second-row forward, has become the latest Oldham Amateur §
League player to receive international recognition by being i
selected to play for the Great Britain youth team against France %

in April Following consistently good performances
throughout the season for Saddleworth, the Oldham town-
team, and Lancashire, Mark will now represent his country in
the front-row of the scrum against the French at Central Park,
Wigan, on Sunday Aprii, 12. Justfive days later,on Good Friday
morning at Watersheddings, he will again be involved in top
action, helping the Saddleworth open-age side in their
Standard Cup Final appearance against Waterhead, while he
. will also be involved in the BARLA Inter-Leagueunder-19s
decider laterinthe season, when Oldham and Warrington meet
in the final.

The Oldham youth town-team won through to that final last
week when they gained an 11 points to 5 home win over Saint
Helens, having previously defeated Wigan by the same scorein
the quarter-finals, and West Cumberland in Round One 19-10.
Warrington, the current holders of the trophy, also gained their
Cup Final place last week with a narrow 18-17 away success at Leeds, and will have home
advantage in the final against Oldham, on a date yet to be decided. The Oldham under-19s side,
coached by former Watersheddings player Ray Clark, will be making their firstappearanceinthe
Inter-League Final, while the Oldham open-age side are also hoping to gain a similar honour.
Having drawn 7-7 at home to the Allerdale League of Cumbria in their semi-final, the Oldham
senior team now face a trip to Maryport this coming Saturday for the replay, with the winners
then facing Leeds in the final. The Yorkshire side disposed of the current trophy holders,
Humberside, by 19 points to 3 in their semi-final, and have also been given ground advantage for
the decider. One thing that is certain is that a new name will appear on the open-age trophy this
season. Since the formation of BARLAin 1973, neitherAllerdale, Leeds or Oldham have won the
trophy, although Leeds have appeared in one previous final, when they were runners-up to Hullin
1975.

Despite the open-age having reached the Inter-League semi-final stage, the Oldham League do
not have asingle representative inthe Great Britainteam tovisit France on Saturday, April 11, and

withonly Saint Anne’s County scrum-half Dave Grimbley havingbeennamed amongthereserves.

The Oldham League were also astonished at the omission from the youth side of their under-19s
scrum-half Gary Ainsworth of Saddleworth, who gave two very workmanlike displays for
Lancashire inthe recent BARLA County Championships, but who is not even named anywhere in
the squad.

Following the two International matches, the British Amateur Rugby League Association will
choose their Players of the Year at both open-age and under-19 levels. This season the awards
are being sponsored for the first time ever, with ‘Adidas’, the renowned sportwear company
having announced their first involvement with Amateur Rugby League. The respective winners
will each receive a full set of rugby kit from the company, including boots, bags, and tracksuits.
This coming Sunday the Oldham under-17s town-team will be in action in the Second Round of
their Inter-League competition. Having defeated Leigh away from home in Round One by 45
points to 7, Oldham now visit Widnes.

FOR ALL THE LOCAL AMATEUR RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS:
B.B.C Radio Manchester (206 medium wave;95.1 v.h.f.)

BARLA REPORTS Every Friday 6.30 pm
RUGBY LEAGUE SPECIAL Every Sunday 3.30 pm - 6 pm (Amateur news - 5.35 pm)

Try and Conve.rt to

WARRINGTON STEEL SERVICES
. LTD.

Steel Stockholders and Shearers

SHEET AND BLANK SPECIALISTS IN:-

COLD REDUCED
GALVANISED
HOT ROLLED

ZINTEC

CONTACT

GREG PACHE, ALAN COLQUHOUN
4 ROGER LEE, TREVOR JAMES
NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS (09252) 21122
or TELEX 629544

Offices & Works

Unit 6, Deacon Trading Estate
Earlestown
Newton-le-Willows,
Merseyside WA12 9XN




