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Watersheddings Sunday, 16th March, 1980.
OLDHAM KEIGHLEY

Cherry/White Hoops, Blue Short: White with Red and Green 'V's’,
White Shorts

ANDY SCANLON
DAVID MOLL

LEE GREENWOOD
JOE BARDGETT
GRAHAM BEALE
BILLY ROWETT
JEFF NICHOLSON
TONY CHESHIRE
DEAN RAISTRICK
KEVAN ROBINSON
KEVIN FARRELL
PAUL QUINN

IAN ELLIS

COLIN ROBINSON
JOHN STEPHENSON

MARTIN MURPHY
GEOFF MUNRO
PHIL LARDER

PHIL WARD

ERIC FITZSIMONS
BILL FRANCIS
KEN GWILLIAM
ALEX ALEXANDER
RAY MARTLAND
FRED HALL

STEVE HERBERT
BOB MORDELL
TERRY FLANAGAN
RAYASHTON

BOB BLACKWOOD
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REFEREE: Mr. S. Wall (Leigh)
Red Flag: Mr. D.M. Russell (Rochdale) Yellow Flag: Mr. G.E. Lightfoot (Bolton)

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS

Created by KWIKPRINT - Oldham



GEORGE HILL

OLDHAM LIMITED

TIMBER IMPORTERS and
MERCHANTS

Spouts, Architraves, Skirtings,
Timber Mouldings, Doors, Plywood,

Formica, Hillplas

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS
Ashton Road, Oldham OLS 1LB
Tel: 061-652 7421

and at
Glebelands Road, Sale
Tel: 061 969 7543

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham.
Tel: 061-652 5244

President: H V. Ashworth
Chairman: R Hatton
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: K. Broadbent

Committee: E. Buckiey, F. Diskin, J. Hall, D. Hulme, R. Ogden, K. Potter

Coaching Staff: Graham Starkey (Manager) Terry Gorman (Asst, Manager)
Bill Francis (Player/Coach) Bob Welding (A Team Coach)
Brian Gartland (Colts Coach)

Professional Playing Staff

Jimmy Arnold - Dennis Ashcroft - Ray Ashton - Harold Byram - Barry Conner -
Leslie Cook - Michael Coombes - Mike Cowley - Glen Crehan -
Pasquale D'Adamo -Peter Deakin - Jim Fidier - Eric Fitzsimmons -

Kevin Flanagan - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Bill Francis - Dave Fricker -
Andrew Goodway - Ken Gwilllam - Fred Hall - Colin Hawkyard - Steve Herbert -
Keith Jackson - Clive Jones - Paddy Kirwan - Phil Larder - Steve Littler -
Steve Lund - Bob Mordell - Ray Martland - Geoff Munro - Martin Murphy -
Tony Newall - Chris Q'Brien - lan Ogden - Roger O'Mahoney - Kevin O'Rourke -
Gareth Owen - Johnny Paterson - Alan Platt - lan Radcliffe - Warren Ryans -
ian Taylor - Norman Turley - Garry Walczak - John Walls - Mike Worrall

Doctor: Dr. D. Walton Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson
Physiotherapist: Mr. A Bonelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Financial & Admin. manager: David Oakes

Commercial Manager: Keith Masters Social Club Manager: Kevin Wilkinson
Secretary & P.R.O. Barbara Wilde 061 -624 4865

Groundsman: F. Brookes Asst. Groundsman: M. Bashforth

CLUB RECORDS
Record Victory 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11.67 by Hull KR, Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £4,897 v Leeds 3rd March 1968
Record transfer fee paid £10,650 10 Workington for Ike Southward March 1959
Record transfer fee received £11,002 : 10s from workington for ke Southward Jan 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorey Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 pts v Liverpool City April 58
CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55,
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64
Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07, 191112, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,

1966-57, 1057-58 and 1958-59
Runners-up; 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1021-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 191112, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55

Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76




WELCOME TO KEIGHLEY!

THE visit to Watersheddings today of our friends from
Keighley will surely stir memories of our thrilling one-
point win at Lawkhoime Lane in January.

With a comfortable half-time lead and the benefits of
the slope to follow Oldham fans probably never
anticipated the fright Keighley were to give us in the
later stages.

But the Yorkshiremen really turned it on in the second-
half and in the end we were doubtless grateful to come
away with a one-point lead.

Since then Keighley have made two notable signings -
centre of wing Billy Rowett from Bramley and hooker
Dean Raistrick from Halifax.

Both players went to Lawkholme Lane in swop deals
with prop Tony Garforth going to Halifaxin exchange for
Raistrick and hooker Billy Woolford going to Bramley in
the Rowett deal.

Because of injuries Rowett has not been able to settle
into his regular centre spot at Keighley, but he has
certainly proved his versatility, having already turned
out for his new club at wing, centre and stand-off and
having even moved to scrum-half during one match
when injuries forced a reshuffle

Raistrick is well known as one of the best respected
hookers in the game and his move to Keighley means .
that the Yorkshire club have entirely refashioned their

front-row this season.

They now possess one of the most experienced front

formations in the game with John Mantle on the open

side and former Huddersfield stalwart Frank Davies at

No. 10 Alan Kellett "Welcome home"
Davies returned to the side against Batley last week

after a Icg injury and it was perhaps no coincidence that Keighley won comfortably after going
down at Rochdale the previous week.

Davies, a fine handier and tactical kicker, had an excellent game when we played at Keighley, as
did speedy and strong-running second-row man Kevin Farrell,

Farrell scored a splendid try against us and he is certainly a pacy and penetrative second-row
runner whom we need to watch out for this aftermoon.

Keighley can field a big back line and a strong stand-off in Joe Bardgett. But they may be without
scrum-half Bak Diabira, who damaged hisribs in the Challenge Cup defeat by Castieford and has L . " v
not played since. RESTAURANTS
Diabira, the former Bradford and Blackpool player, takes a lot of responsibility for providing the ¥ = e -
football in the Keighley team and he will certainly be missed if he is still out of action today « ‘ “' l\T.\ll, l‘.\l'.\
But Keighley, who have probably now resigned themselves to the fact that promotion is beyond
them for another year, must not be taken hightly

They nearly surprised us at Lawkholmeand a week before that they won at Barrow and we all know
how Oldham fared at Craven Park a fortnight ago!

Keighley are coached by our former half-back star Alan Kellett and wereserve a special "welcome
home” for Alan today

His return to Watersheddings must surely be a sentimental one and many fans will still vividly
recall his great games for Oldham about 20 years ago

NEW & USED CYCLES * PART EXCHANGE WELCOME

CYCLE SPARES AND REPAIR SERVICE

SUNTAL CYCLES

45-7 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 10a.m. to 1 p.m.
Late Night Friday till 9 p.m.

& & Your printing & copying made easy ¢

) gﬂ *PRINTING *COPYING *PLAN PRINTING *POSTERS 'DESIGN "TYPESETTING

35 Greaves Street. Oldham
Tel. 061 -620 5118

(RWIKPRIANT [ ] ™o ruaring

L\ 75 Union Street Owdham OLI L Tel,061-620 4824 A friendly service :

Get Fit and Stay Fit at Watersheddings Fitness Club.




WELL DONE, JOHN BLAIR!

By Roger Halstead
(Oldham Evening Chronicle)

The strange twists of life were never more emphasised than
in the amazing case of John Blair . . . .. a Rugby League
“has been” a few months ago but now only one game away
from Wembley!
Blair's signing for Halifax just before the Challenge Cup
deadline never caught the headlines or the imagination of
the Thrum Hall public.
But now the former Oldham half-backisthe heroof the hour
al cup-conscious Halifax after the way he piloted a plan
which successfully knocked out First Division Wakefield in
the cup third round.
His rags-to-riches Rugby League story could have been
taken right out of the pages of a boys’ magazine.
After nine years at Watersheddings Blair was struck off by
Oldham last summer after missing a year of football
because of a knee injury which threatened his career.
Many players would have beenfinished. But Blair battled on
against the injury, finally got clearance to play again and
picked up the threads with local amateurs Fitton Hill
His sound displays for the amateurscame to the attention of
Halifax coach Maurice Bamford and, just before the cup
deadline, Blair became a professional again when he signed
for the Thrum Hali Club.
He told me at the time: "I have always fancied having a go
with another professional club and this is the chance | have been waiting for"
A month later Halifax skipper and stand-off Mick Blacker was injured in the second round of the
cup at Barrow . . . . and Blair's dream had come true!
Bamford had no hesitation in giving Blair his big chance and, what's more, devising a plan to
knock out Wakefield which revolved to a large degree around the Oldham lad.
Halifax knew they would be in trouble from Trinity's classier backs unless they could pindownthe
First Division side in their own half.
It was to the Blair boot, so well known to Oldham fans, that Bamford turned to put his plan into
practice. And Johnnie came up trumps with several great touch-finding kicks and four drop
Soals for good measure as Halifax battled through to the last four.

nly a few weeks ago Blair was playing in front of a huddled handful of spectators for Fitton Hill, A
crowd of more the 12,000 watched him kick Trinity out of the Challenge Cup and a place in the
semi-final beckons him.
Well done, John - a player whose story must be an inspiration to anyone feeling down in the
dumps!

Fitness Club (Men) Wed - Fri6 - 9p.m. Sun 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

PLANTEX
HIRES

Kango's % Mixers
Compressors * Generators
Welders « Pumps

AT

34 - 36 HUDDERSFIELD RD.
OLDHAM
633.-1523 6520423

Reacro Rubber
Co. Ltd.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD
CHADDERTON

SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM
DOES

by
G. Barlow &
Sons Ltd.

19 UNION STREET WEST -
OLDHAM Tel: 624 4301

MiLLer CrompeTON

Building Preservation
and Restoration
Free Survey of:
WOODWORM
DRY ROT
RISING DAMP
All Covered By

30 YEAR WRITTEN
GUARANTEE
APPROVED CONTRACTORS FOR

NESS
SILICONE DAMP PROOFING
Phone Anylimé
061-652 0639
061-652 0630
14726 BROOK STREET

HADDERTON, OLDHA

JHAM, LANCS




The most
exible

of the

Big Five
Banks

WILLIAMS & GLYN'S BANKLTD X%

Local Manager: R. Yates.
1, Chivrch Terrace, Oldham

ALEX RULES, O.K.

WHAT ARETHEDECISIONSTOTHE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS?

1). “Red” player in possession is
“fouled”.in his opponents in-goal area as
he was about to score. Helost the balland
was prevented from scoring.

2). “Red" player is following up a kick 3 :
through. The ball has come to rest in the By Alex Givvons
opponen ts in-goal area. Heis aboutto | (RL Grade | Referee)
touch down when an opponent obstrugts .
him, thus preventing him from scoring a certain try.

3). “Red" player is tackled over “Blues” try line but cannot ground the ball.

4). “Red” player is 3 metres from his opponents try line, in possession and
about to score. “White” full-back who missed the tackle trips him. He still
manages to round the ball near the cornér flag at a point "A".

5). “Red” playeris in his opponents in-goal area and running to put the ball
down betwenn the posts. A “White" player trips him. He still manages to
recover and put the ball between the posts.
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SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

SUPPORTERS CLUB COMMITTEE:

Any person interested in becoming a member of the supporters Club Committee, please contact
any Supporters Club Official after the match or any Monday evening inthe Social Club,
when the Committee meets.

BADGES:
Metal Oldham Supporters Club Lapel Badges are now on sale in all the canteens or at the Social
Club price 50p. each. Blazer badges can also be obtained for £7.50.

BUKTA RED & WHITE RUGBY SHIRTS
Bukta Red and White Rugby Shirts availabie from the club.

£5.00 (Boys)to £8.50 (Dependant onsize). Enquire atthe canteens today, or any day atthe Social
Club.

SCARVES: - Oldham Rugby scarves available in Canteen and Social Club. Price £1.75
HIRE OUR SUPPORTERS SOCIALCLUB

Have you anything to celebrate? Then why not hire a room in our club at very reasonable rates.
Ring 061 - 624 0368 for details

GET FIT AND STAY FIT AT WATERSHEDDINGS FITNESS CLUB

GRAND NATIONAL SWEEPSTAKE
BE A £2000 WINNER

*2nd £1000 *3rd £500
*4th £250 *5th £100

£10 All Other Runners
OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

OVER £8000 IN PRIZE MONIES

Agents Wanted

Tickets available at normal Retail Outlets.

Promoter: K. Wilkinson, 13/15 Clegg St, Oldham
Tel: 061-6204870

AURTHUR GOSS
Clear Span & SON

“THE MAN'S SHOP"

Manufacturers of high grimk

alumandum ghoshouses, gre * Quality Mens Wear by best Makers

pool enclosirres spents hal
and flexible PVC. extrus

@ Clear Span Ltd

* Ready 1o Wear suits by ‘DAKS
Maenson” and 'Sumrie’
* Raincoats by ‘Butberry” ‘Driway

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM
Tel: 624 2086

Harvey
Ashworth

(manchester Ltd.)
(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE Football Club)

The Abattoir, River Park Road, Manchester 10
Tel; 061-223 2097

Book all your Travel ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

requirements to anywhere in
e Worid Wit “Thomas “Birch¢8 Co.
HOLLINWOOD .

CLEGG STREET, OLDHAM

Travel Bureau T ot s Pt do
688 Manchester Road
Hollinwood, Oldham
Tel Failswort h 1859

Free Valuation on Request
Without Obligation




CWUB NEWS
OUR SECOND DIVISION TITLE?

OUR lingering hopes of taking the Second Division title were surely crushed
when we were beaten 17 - 9 at home by Whitehaven last Sunday . . . our first
home defeat of the season in the League.

We did not play well in what was our third consecutive defeat and once again
we missed the opportunity of gaining ground on leaders Featherstone Rovers.
On the day we lost at Barrow, Featherstone crashed at Whitehaven. And when
Whitehaven won here last Sunday Featherstone dropped a point at Rochdale.
Had we won both those games we would have really been in a strong
challenging position now for the Second Division Rose Bowl.

But, in truth, we have not been playing well recently and it is essential we put
the threads together again against Keighley today and in our remaining
matches this season.

We still have to play Keighley, Halifax and Doncaster at home and Rochdale
and Bramley away from home.

We are due to meet Halifax here at Watersheddings next Sunday but Halifax
won through to the semi-final of the Challenge Cup last Sunday with great
triumph against Wakefield and this could affect next Sunday’s match.

At the time these notes were written it was not known who Halifax will play in
the semi-final and on what Saturday they will play.

It could be that next Sunday’s game here has to be postponed, but you will
probably know by now just where we stand.

To be absolutely sure of promotion we have to pick up more points.
Whitehaven and Bramley could catch us if we lost all our games and they won
all theirs.

Thatisunlikely to happen but stranger things have happened, sowe must beon
our mettie to get some more points in the bag.

May we remind you that on Wednesday theRugby League Roadshow comes to
Oldham for the first time.

Hosted by Keith Macklin and presented by Rugby League PRO David Howes,
the showwillbe held at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, Oldham, startingat 7.30p.m.
Tickets are £1.50 and can be obtained either from the club or the Queen
Elizabeth Hall. The event is organised in aid of Phil Larder's testimonial
committee.

Today” Match Ball presented by

National Westminster Bank Limited & \
Oldham, 10 Yorkshire Street Branch Telephone 061-633 3005

oumnm ﬂC'I'IOﬂ

SILVER JIG AND TOOL
LABORATORY CO. LTD.

Calibration and Reconditioning Engineers

The fastest Calibration & Correction service in
Great Britain

Whitelands Industrial Estate
Clarence Street, Stalybridge
Telephone: 061-308 3811

308 3347
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4 Phil Ward scormg Oldhom s only try in the defeat by Wh
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y N A
itehaven

The West Hill Eng.
Co. Ltd.

HIGH-CLASS MOULDS FOR THE
PLASTICS & RUBBER TRADES

SEVERN MILL
BRITON STREET
OLDHAM OL9 6NA

Telephone: 061-624 6570 & 4597




TOM WEBB'S YESTERYEAR

We are attempting to give all the Oldham R.L.F.C. results since the Club started in 1876. Inthe
following tables the letters M, G, and T stand for Minors, Goals and Tries.

Minors were dead balls {DB), touch in goals (TIG) and touch downs (TD). Dead balls occurred
SE RV I c E M o U LD I N G s when the attacking side either kicked or carried the ball over the dead line, and a touch down was
when the defending side made the ball dead.

In the early Rugby Union days & goal counted more than any number of tries and on one occasion

P R E C I S l O N I N J E CTl 0 N Oldham ‘A’ scored eight tries but lost because the opposition dropped one goal.

S Unfortunately the full match details are incomplete for the 1880°s. Any details would be
M 0 U L D E R S welcomed by the Programme Editor or by me, Tom Webb, 3 haggate Crescent, Royton, Oldham
OL2 5NF, as | am researching the history of the Club.
DATE OPPONENTS VENUE OPPONENTS OLDHAM RESULT
POINTS POINTS

1882 - 3 M G 1 M G T

HARTSHEAD STREET LEES OLDHAM Jonuaty &, SWINTON AWAY é 3 3 2 Lot

' ' Jonvary 13th, CHEETHAM AWAY
- Jonuary Z0th. BIRCH Birch falled %0 roise o teom,

Telephone 061-652 0441 . Y S tad to.
February Jed. THORMNES AWAY 12 DG 1 Lot
February 10th, BROUGHTON Rangen AWAY
February 171h. ROCHDALE HORNETS HOME 1D ! 6 ! WON
February 24th, ROYTON AWAY ) \ 5 2 2 WON
Morch ¥d, MANCHESTER Arhletic HOME ) 8 2 WO
Meaech 10w, SALFORD AWAY Concelled ~ Frost
March 17, CHEETHAM HOME 2 9 9 1 WON
March 268, THORNES HOME 7 ) 3 | Lost
March 315t VETERANS HOME WON
Apeil Tk DEWSALRY HOME 2 é | 2 WON

(LITHERLAND] Cancelled

James Schotfield

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE & Son

i ) - Schofields the complete Sports & Travel Goods Outfitter
OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT (Transport) Limited ; ; B3O . ik

All leading makes stocked
IN DEPTH Suppliers to Oldham Rugby League Club

IN MONDAY'S

Schofields Sports & Travel
Goods Centre

O LDHAM *All Classes of Hcohg

*Any Distance Undertaken

EVENING “Expert Packing

*Ample Storage Facilities
CHRONICLE Available
PRIMROSE BANK,
Oldham

Tel: 061 624 2968

31-33-35 UNION STREET, OLDHAM 624 4314
206-8 STAMFORD STREET, ASHTON—U—LYNE 330 4180

Established 1823
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COLTS CORNER  COLTS LEAGUE TITLE? | COLTS FIXTURES
1979 F. A 1980 F. A
: : : Aug 18 Leigh A 16-11 N Iford A P
THE Oldham youngsters produced a tremendous display towin 18 - 17 at Hull i 25 af;gmo,d H 38- 2 S 12 §‘,’a,‘,’,',e, A 21-13
K.R. last Saturday and further enhance their hopes of taking the Colts League 19 Hull H P
title in their first season together. ! Sept. 1 Leeds A 15-13 26 Dewsbury A 100 A
The side showed tremendous guts and character in coming from 14 - 5 down Tl s B o D e SR
early in the second-half to clinch a late triumph in the last ten minutes when 20  Leeds H 12-19 " '8 CupFirstRound 36
Mick Worrall went in for the winning try. ! 16  Widnes. H 24-12
Oct. 6 Widnes A 21-17 23 Cup-2nd.Round 25- 5
The game was played on a big, wide patch and Rovers threw the ball around 13 Hul A 17-16
superbly to go into a deserved 11 - 5 lead at half-time. gg 35;2'&?;?3 : 2;1-16 March ’8 ﬁzﬁ"’:g"d 2 ,P B 19
Oldham's only first-half points came from a try by scrum-half David Taylor, 22 Dewsbury H
who had an accomplished game, and the goal by Worrall. Nov. 3 Hunslet H 19-13 29 Wakefield H
10 Bradford A B8-6 _
At the interval it looked as though Oldham might be in for a real second-half o) Fosi : P8, Rochaele™ 4
caning. They had not played particularly wellin the first half and Rovers looked
capable of running in the points. Dec. 1 Widnes H P
Coach Brian Gartland's interval pep talk did a lot of good as did his decision to 8 StHelens A 28-5
introduce Great Britain international Paddy Kirwan, who was on the bench as 29 Leigh H P.
sub as he fought to overcome a troublesome knee injury.
Kirwan went to scrum-half with Taylor moving to stand-off and centre Mike THE NORTHERN RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Cowley, who played despite shoulder trouble, standing down after doing very COLTS LEAGUE TABLE UP TO AND INCLUDING 4.3.80
well in the first half. FOR AGAINST
When Rovers stretched their lead to 14 - 5 with a try early in the second half it P ML D aret e st Olo. My, Ptis: PYS.
looked odds-on that Oldham would capitulate.
But that was to reckon without Kirwan's ability to put some craft and OLDHAM 16 14 2 = 1 6 75 3% 2 W 30 178 28
organisation into the side and big forward Andrew Goodway's ability to put the LEEDS 19 I8 & 3 Lok 17 sE 1 W A0 219 29
ball down over the opponents’ line.
Goodway put Oldham back in the game when he scattered the entire Rovers HUNSLETT 2 -V i 8y RS - N A0 2
gagkttq score aa tremendous try which Worrall goaled to put Oldham only four BRAMLEY 21 11 9 1 1 7 B %05 1 NS 55 256 23
oints in arrears.
A big problem at this stage was Oldham’s inability to break even for ball from | Hul 1. 11 6 1 6 55 p 3% 2 % 3B 13 3
the scrums. Rovers monopolised the set pieces and again stretched their lead ROCHDALEH, ‘16 10 6 - & & S 251 - 45 38 204 20
to 17 - 10in a cracking second-half. )
But Oldham refused to give in and Kirwan produced a lovely inside pass for HERT s AR T TR N R I
Goodway to score his second try with a powerful birst in which he brushed off BRADFORDN. 17 9 8 - 1 48 & 24 - 31 59 239 18
:;\;?;a\l’?ct’teeompp;:d tackles. Worralladdedthegoalandat 17 - 15thegame was LEIGH 560 migy. 3 U5 wm. m> B 3 55 2% %5 1S
Roverswentout to grab what would have been the decisive score and they had WIDNES ¥ 2 8 - =W % W6 RO BT
a slice of misfortune when a penaity shot hit a post and bounced out. SALFORD 15 72 8 - 2 39 M 218 2 &5 6 295 W
Oldham immediately worked the ball back upfield in a late bid to snatch the i
winner and Kirwan sent Worrall from about 30 yards to earn a memorable CASTILEFORD. 19 6,12 1 1 68 6 33 & ‘77 & ‘w6 »
victory. ST. HELENS 1 412 1 2 3% 3 173 2 % M RO 9
WAKEFIELDT. 17 &4 13 - 1 % &4 18 2 38 # 3% 8
Fitness Club (Ladies) Monday 6 - 9 p.m. DEWSBURY 15 1 1% - - 3 22 11 - 68 119 493 2
1




ephone: 061-681 7448
JOE GALLAGHER Rt

PAINTER and DECORATOR

26 Alva Road Telephone Dual control cars - Puy it
Watersheddings 061-652 0208 Pay as you lear irses a 1
Oldham / Bakiscad A

\\\

CIUEGHE

AN

pacemakers in civil engineering

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
Telephone 061-620 2115/6/7

AUSTRALIAN SEASON GETS UNDER WAY

Brian Batty
Daily Mail

Austrailia’s season is ready to get ynder way with its
usual share of exciting changes and movement of
players well completed

Sydney players and fans are still discussingthe loss
of Austrailia’s Test coach to the Brisbane club
Radcliffe from wealthy club Manly

Stanton’s success in taking Australia to their Test
victories in this country and then at home was
suitably rewarded with a8 75,000 dollar three-year
contract with Redcliffe.

And when you throw in the fabulous climate of the
Queensland state it all adds up to a shrewd move.
Manly's boss Ken Arthurson created something of a
shock move when he turned to the country scene
and brought in Allan Thomson as Stanton's
SuUCCessor.

But former Austrahan tourist forward Thomson has
a sound record in Newcastle area and those of us
who toured regularly in the seventies came 10 respect his dedicated approach to the game.
Thomson loved nothing better than a stiff challenge, trying to put one over a Great Britain side
brought out the best in him and he has gone into the Manly job with his eyes wide open.

That fact is reflected in his attitude to the club's close season signing of Australia’s tough,
tearaway second row man Les Boyd from Western Suburbs.

‘Boyd is going to have to work hard to prove he can become one of the game’s great forwards,
‘insitsts Thomson, adding ‘But then | intend to be hard with all my players.’

| would rate the biggest shock move by a Sydney player the departure of Tommy Raudonikis from
Western Suburbs to the struggling Newton Club

But skipper Raudonikis Australia’s tough little Test star, becomedisillusionedwith the set up at
Wests and decided to move on

There is going to be a lot of interest at Cronualla to see if new coach Tommy Bishop can make the
club successful after his failure with North Sydney last season.

Bishop, along with former Great Britain Test forward Cliff Watson, were responsible for
Cronulla’s great revival when they played with the ciub.

Bishop went upto Brisbaneto play foraspell, disappointed he could not get the Cronullacoaching
job. But now he has the chance to prove himself in the fierce, cut-throat Sydney competition
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Welenme ye

THE BULLS HEAD

()GDEN. NEWHEY.
ROCHDALE.
Shaw 847992
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Products

Support OLONAM RLFC
By donating our Elastic Support Bandoges
ete.

D.ALAN WILDE

Carpet Fitting Specialist

All types of flooring fitted

expertly
Uplifting * Removing
Re-Fitting * Maintenance

17 Whinberry Way, Moorside, Oldhom
Teol: 061-633 0484

JAMES DRANSFIELD

Specialists in the Manufactuning of

all types of Fluted Rollers for Textile

and other industries,
MELROSE ENGINEERS,
COTSWOLD AVENUE BUTLER
GREEN, CHADDERTON,
OLDHAM OLS 8PJ
Tel: 061-624 4142 / 081-624 2835

ALL TYPES OF MACHINE CUT GEARS ANI
BEVELS IN METRIC & ENGLISH



" NEW CARS *COMMERCIALS |
SERVICING * REPAIRS
| SPARES *ACCESSORIES

Oldham Motor Co.Lt

2-12 MANCHESTER RD - WERNETH -« OLDHAM
OLS 70L - TELEPHONE: 061 652 24N

SOLUNA
TRAVEL SERVICES LTD.

THIS YEAR GIVE US A TRY
TRY USA AND CANADA

We specialise in all low cost transatlantic flights and also all the latest in
package holidays to the United States.

TRY ANY CONTINENTAL PACKAGE HOLIDAY

We are agents for all the leading tour operators and have a large and
comprehensive selection of different holiday brochures in which you will
find the holiday of your choice

TRY CRUISING

We are agents for all majir cruise lines and we will asist you in choosing
from many different cruises the one to suite you and your ocket
THIS YEAR TRY SOLUNA TRAVEL SERVICES

290 Manchester St. 061 633 0606

429 Hollins Rd. 061 652 4128

22 Rochdale Rd. Royton 061 633 4518

We offer what we consider the best in personal service - and what's more our services are
free!
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633 2277

24 HOUR SERVICE

159-161 UNION STREET
OLDHAM
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BAR FURNIGHING

A FURNISHING CONTRACT

SERVICE OF ESTIMATES
ADVICE SUPPLYING AND
FIXING ALL FORMS OF
FURNISHING INCLUDING
MOST RANGES OF
CARPETS CURTAINS
FURNITURE AND
ACCESSORIES

Geometric
Furniture Ltd.

Office and Showroom
SHEPHERD STREET,
ROYTON,
OLDHAM OL2 5PB
Tel: 061-633 1119 /
061-620 2346
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THE FRENCH CONNECTION

By Alan Burke
Public Relations Officer,
Oldham Amateur Rugby League.

In the years before the formation of the British Amateur -
Rugby League Association, most amateur Rugby League d ’
players were content to be playing regularly in their own

district league, with the highest honour they could hope for
being a place in the local town-team. Visits to grounds
outside their own town were looked upon as something of a
novelty, while to play an occasional away match either in
Cumbria or on Humberside was the highlight of the season.
Nowadays that ‘highlight’ has become commonplace. For
many teams every other match sees them coming up
against opposition from another County, while to travel the
length of the country for a pre-season friendly game has
now become an annual occurance.

Previously the only time that amateur Rugby League teams
from Great Britain and France met during any twelve
months spell was in the annual International between the
two countries. However, thesedays more and more
amateur teams are arranging matches against French
opposition, both in this country and across the Channel,
while a European Championship game has now become an annual event, with a top French side
taking on the winners of the BARLA Inter-League Shield.

In the coming months two French teams will be making short tours of the Oldham area, with
matchestaking place against local sides. The Under-19s"team of Cavillon arrivein this country at
Eastertime and will be playing against the Saddleworth Rangers’ youth team at Greenfield on
Easter Sunday afternoon. Although the continental visitors will not be in Oldham in time towatch
the Standard Cup Final, for which Saddleworth have qualified, the team are to be taken to see
Rochdale Charity Cup decider on Easter Monday, in which the Rangers’ "A" team meet
Todmorden, Cavillon then hope to play another game in the area before they return home.
During the Spring Bank Holiday weekend, top French side Albi will be in the town, playing two
matches against local open-age sides, as well asvisiting the BARLA Forshaw's National Cup Final
at Blackpool. On the Friday evening, Saddleworth Rangers will again be the opposition for the
French visitors, while after having visited Blackpool for the Cup Final on Saturday, Albi will then
meet Waterhead on Bank Holiday Sunday afternoon.

Local amateur players have, therfore, more to aim for than ever before, with even more proof of
this being shown by the fact that next Summer, Wigan amateur side, Shevington, are planning to
gc’)‘on a tour to America.

e collection which is being made during today’s half-time interval is for the family
of the late Joe Jackson, the former Grade 1 referee, and will be made by members of
the Oldham Rugby League Referees' Society. Joe, who controlled last year's
Wembly Cup Final, tragically died of a heart attack after refereeing a match at Saint
Helens earlier this season. Every club has been asked to help the fund, and we

therefore request supporters to contribute generously to this very worthy cause.
Thank-you.

FOR ALL THE LOCAL AMATEUR RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS AND REPORTS:
B.B.C. RADIO MANCHESTER:

206 medium wave; 95.1 vhf.

BARLA Reports Every Friday 6.30p.m.

Rugby League Special Every Sunday 6.15p.m,

Try and Convert to

WARRINGTON STEEL SERVICES
LTD.

Steel Stockholders and Shearers

SHEET AND BLANK SPECIALISTS IN:-

COLD REDUCED
GALVANISED
HOT ROLLED

ZINTEC

CONTACT
GREG PACHE, ALAN COLQUHOUN
RICHARD HASSELL

WARRINGTON (0925) 52127/50448
or TELEX 629544

OFFICES WORKS

Lower Wash Lane Howley Lane
Latchford Warrington
Warrington



