PROGRAMME SPONSOR

061-624 5016/7
061-624 8657 (Accounts)

Robert Wood rw
(Builders Merchants) Ltd
BELL STREET OLDHAM OL1 3QA

Teams

Watersheddings Sunday December 9th. 1979

OLDHAM BATLEY
Navy/White Hoops, Navy Shorts. Cerise/Fawn Hoops, Cerise Shorts.
1. MARTIN MURPHY 1. JOHN PARKER

2. GEOFF MUNRO 2. BRENDAN FINN
3. PHIL WARD 3. DAVE RIPPON

4, STEVE LUND 4. STEVE BRUNYEE

5. ERIC FITZSIMMONS 5. KEITH RIGGS

6. BILL FRANCIS 6. TREVOR BRIGGS
7. KEN GWILLIAM 7. NEIL PICKERILL

8. ALAN FORSTER 8. MICK FRAIN

9. RAY MARTLAND 9. JIMMY EYRE

10. FRED HALL 10. JIMMY WALTHAM
11. STEVE HERBERT 11. JOHN VODDEN
12. BOB BLACKWOOD 12. PETER COOKLAND
13. TERRY FLANAGAN 13. ALAN TONKS

14, RAY ASHTON 14,

15. BOB MORDELL 15.

REFEREE - Mr. D. W. Fox (Wakefield) YELLOW FLAG -

RED FLAG - Mr. G. E. Lightfoot (Bolton) Mr. W. D. Tottle (Runcorn)
NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS

Wednesday 26th, December 3,00pm. ROCHDALE HORNETS

Created by KWIKPRINT - Oldham



GEORGE HILL

OLDHAM LIMITED

TIMBER IMPORTERS and
MERCHANTS

Spouts, Architraves, Skirtings,
Timber Mouldings, Doors, Plywood,

Formica, Hillplas

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS
Ashton Road, Oldham OLS 1LB
Tel: 061-652 7421

and at
Glebelands Road, Sale
Tel: 061 969 7543

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
FOOTBALL CLUB OFFICIALS
The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham.
Tel: 061-652 5244

President: H.V. Ashworth
Chairman: R. Hatton
Vice-Chairman: J. Bowden
Treasurer: K. Broadbent

Committee: E. Buckley, F. Diskin, J. Hall, D. Hulme, R. Ogden, K. Potter
Coaching Staff: Graham Starkey (Manager) Terry Gorman (Asst. Manager)

Coaching Staff: Graham Starkey (Manager) Terry Gorman (Asst. Manager)
Bill Francis (Player/Coach) Bob Welding (A Team Coach)
Brian Gartland (Colts Coach)

Professional Playing Staff

Jimmy Arnold - Dennis Ashcroft - Ray Ashton - Harold Byram - Barry Conner -
Leslie Cook - Michael Coombes - Mike Cowley - Glen Crehan -
Pasquale D'Adamo -Peter Deakin - Jim Fidler - Eric Fitzsimmons -

Kevin Flanagan - Terry Flanagan - Alan Forster - Bill Francis - Dave Fricker -
Andrew Goodway - Ken Gwilliam - Fred Hall - Colin Hawkyard - Steve Herbert -
Keith Jackson - Clive Jones - Paddy Kirwan - Phil Larder - Steve Littler -
Steve Lund - Bob Mordell - Ray Martland - Geoff Munro - Martin Murphy -
Tony Newall - Chris O'Brien - lan Ogden - Roger O'Mahoney - Kevin O'Rourke -
Gareth Owen - Johnny Paterson - Alan Platt - lan Radcliffe - Warren Ryans -
lan Taylor - Norman Turley - Garry Walczak - John Walls - Mike Worrall

Doctor: Dr. D. Walton Hon. Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon: Mr. H. Thompson
Physiotherapist: Mr. A. Bonelle Asst. Physiotherapist: Mr. J. Watkins
Financial & Admin. manager: David Oakes

Commercial Manager: Keith Masters Social Club Manager: Kevin Wilkinson
Secretary & P.R.0O. Barbara Wilde 061-624 4865

Groundsman: F. Brookes Asst. Groundsman: M. Bashforth

CLUB RECORDS
Record Victory 67-6 against Liverpool City April 59
Record defeat 11-67 by Hull K.R. Sept. 78
Record attendance 28,000 v Huddersfield Feb 24th 1912
Record receipts £4,897 v Leeds 3rd March 1968
Record transfer fee paid £10,650 to Workington for Ike Southward March 1959
Record transfer fee received £11,002 : 10s from workington for Ike Southward Jan 62
Record try scorer Reg Farrar 49 tries 1921/22 season
Record goal scorer Bernard Ganley 224 goals 1957/58 season
Record point scorer Bernard Ganley 28 pts v Liverpool City April 59
CLUB HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.
First Division Champions: 1904-05
Second Division Champions: 1963-64
Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26
Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,

1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69
Lancashire Championship Winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1021-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55

Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76



BEWARE, IT’S BATLEY.

TOMMY SMALES,
The Batley coach, in his playing days.

Oldham have good reason to remember Batley . . .they were leading 17-6 at Mount Pleasant early
in the season but came away only with a draw after an exciting fight-back by the home side.

That fight-back perhaps typified the sweeping changes that have taken place up on the hill at

Batley in the past 12 months.
There have been changes behind the scenes and changes on the field - and the results have been
quite amazing!

Batley are now a happy little club, reasonably successful in terms of theSecond Division, and
certainly no longer a side which most other teams can afford to take for granted.

Before last week-end Batley had won four and drawn two of their 11 games and had picked up ten
points - more than they achieved in the whole of last season!

In the 1978-79 campaign they finished bottom in the Second Division with only nine points from
four wins and a draw.

The previous year they were third from bottom with 11 points and five wins and the season before
that they were also third from bottom, but with 15 points and seven wins.

Certainly, Batley are already well on the way to their best season for many, many years and it is
heartening to see them doing so well after so many years when even the most optimistic fan must
have been wondering if time would ever change for the better.

The coach at Batley now is Tommy Smales, the old Barrow and Featherstone loose-forward, who
was coach at Doncaster before taking over the reigns at Mount Pleasant.

Tommy was always a clever, footballing type of loose-forward and he is a shrewd coach with the
knack of bringing out the best in his charges.

He has certainly put some spirit into his boys, too, as witnessed when they gave us a nasty shock
with that fighting comeback on their own ground in mid-September.

Several shrewd signings have been made by the new Batley board and there is no way they must be
under-estimated . . . and that goes for any side in the Second Division.

NEW & USED CYCLES * PART EXCHANGE WELCOME

CYCLE SPARES AND REPAIR SERVICE

SUNTAL CYCLES

45-7 RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Late Night Friday till 9 p.m.

RESTAURANTS
& COCKTAIL BARS

39 Greaves Street, Oldham
Tel. 061 -620 5418



BRITAIN NOT BLAMELESS!

By Roger Halstead
(Oldham Evening Chronicle)

There was another French farce at Leigh when Great
Britain’s young hopefuls - the under-24 side - beat France
14-2 in a match of niggling incidents and two full-scale
brawls in the second half.

Far be it from me to condone the tactics of the
temperamental French, who have given referees from
both countries trouble for more years than | care to
remember.

Butitistoo easyto put ALL the blame on the French every
time a fist is raised anger. . Andthere will be no entent
cordiale until each country takes a good look at itself and
at |east listens to the complaints of the other.

Just as the French go in with knees and elbows in club
games, as the British game has late a:.d stiff-arm tackles
as a national characteristic.

Just as the French think nothing about a good, old
fashioned free-for-all, so the British break everyruleinthe
book at every scrum. o
Many people were critical of the way the French referee at Leigh penalised Britain heavily at the
scrums.

But the unpalatable truth is that hooker Malcolm Smith was across the tunnel at virtually every
scrum.

In England we see such offences by both hookers at nearly every scrum in every match. We are .

becoming oblivious to blatant scrum offences and tend to turn a blind eye so long as the ball gets
away and play 1s able to proceed.

In much the same manner one of the national traits of the French is the use of knees and elbows -
stuped and dangerous tactics but used regularly in France and not merely when their national side
plays Britain.

And who was guilty of the first foul blow of the match? British loose-forward Harry Pinner, who
felled the French full back at an up-and-under.

The governing bodies of both countries have problems atdomestic level, but invariably blame each
other for what happens in internationals.

The language barrier and lack of neutrality of referees and touch judges merely help to inflame the
situation.

We don’t even play to the same rules . . . butyearin and year out we blame the French, the French
blame us -and we get no nearer a solution.

The French and English Leagues and the international committee all have a lot to answer for, | do
not pretend to know all the answers, or all the solutions.

Ido knowthatwhenthe English League are unaware ofthe identity of the Frenchreferee afew days
before the match, there is a drastic break-down in communications.

When the truth was out, the referee appointed to handle the Leigh match was the one whom the
French promised would never handle another international after the battle at Albi in 1976.

A French farce? Right, first time!

our printing & copying made easy

(%)
WE *PRINTING *COPYING *PLAN PRINTING *POSTERS *DESIGN *TYPESETTING (. ]

leupnlnT e, lnsm?:;‘::;nﬂnc

75 Union Street Oldham OL11HL  Tel: 061-620 4824 A friendly service

PLANTEX
HIRES

Kango’s % Mixers
Compressors % Generators
Welders % Pumps

AT

34 - 36 HUDDERSFIELD RD.
OLDHAM
633-1523 652-0423

Reacro Rubber
Co. Lid.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD
CHADDERTON
SUPPLIERS OF

UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

Tel: 061-652 1326

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM
DOES

by

G. Barlow &
Sons Ltd.

19 UNION STREET WEST -
OLDHAM Tel: 624 4301

MiLLer CrompeTON

Building Preservation
and Restoration
Free Survey of:
WOODWORM

DRY ROT
RISING DAMP
All Covered By

30 YEAR WRITTEN
GUARANTEE

APPROVED CONTRACTORS FOR

NESS
SILICONE DAMP PROOFING

Phone Anytime
061-652 0639
061-652 0630

24/26 BROOK STREET, !
CHADDERTON, OLDHAM, LANCS.




The most
Hexible
of the

Big Five
Banks

WILLIAMS & GLYN'S BANKLTD X%

Local Manager: R. Yates.
1, Church Terrace, Oldham

There is again much talk regarding players misconduct ALEX R U LEsI o ® K "

and how the three officials can and should deal with By Alex Givvons
offenders. The varying degrees of misconduct can be  (RL Grade | Referee)
designated as follows:—

TECHNICAL i.e. Differential.

DELIBERATE i.e. Penalty/Caution.

UNNECESSARY AND VICIOUS i.e. Dismissal.

Without having a play on words it is obvious that the
above action by the Referee is dependant on how he
views the incident and any possible prior incidents.
The Referee shall enforce the laws of the game but it is
not his responsibility to make a game of it. The standard
of play very much depends on the skill and frame of
mind of the players, but the Referee can improve the
continuity of the play by the correct application of the
advantage law.

Referees are accused of coaching players but | like to
think the Referee is more like a Policeman who not only
detects law breaking but helps to prevent it. This
happens when he gives verbal instructions to “Play the
ball" which encourages other players to release the
tackled player so that play can continue “quickly"” whilst
other players come onside. He will also warn players to
stand back in the line out rather than give doubtful :
offside penalties over a matter of inches. s s - -
Touch Judges often come in for unfair criticism. The three officials should act as a team but a Touch Judge must
not unduly interfere with the Referees control of the game by reporting incidents obviously seen by the Referee.
The good Touch Judge knows when to come on with advice in the above situation, but is also particularly vigilant
in spotting the scourge of Rugby Football, the “off the ball offence”.

There are 10 points in the manual on laws of the game to cover palyers misconduct. There are also 21 common
offences at the play the ball and more than 25 possible offences at the scrum. You can see why the Referee has
to use common sense when applying these laws and the advantage.

I am sure few spectators would tolerate a game with more than 35 scrums and 50 penalties yet this happens
constantly in Rugby Union matches where applying the law exact is paramount.

Finally | should say that the respect which Rugby League Referees command for discipline on the field must be
shared with good back up from the Rugby League Council; the players who take decisions manfully, and finally to
our past refereeing colleagues who give us the good standards to maintain.

S

L

SILVER JIG AND TOOL The West Hill Eng.
LABORATORY CO. LTD. Co. Ltd.

Calibration and Reconditioning Engineers

The fastest Calibration & Correction service in
Great Britain

HIGH-CLASS MOULDS FOR THE
PLASTICS & RUBBER TRADES

VERNIER TOOLS
MICROMETERS
SURFACE PLATES
THREAD GUAGES

4GS & FIXTURES SEVERN MILL
_ proscrons BRITON STREET
RESSURE GUAGES OLDHAM 0L9 6NA

AVOMETERS ETC

PICK UP & DEUINERY SERVCE Telephone: 061-624 6570 & 4597

Whitelands Industrial Estat
Clarence Street, Stalybridge
Telephone: 061-308 3811

308 3347




SUPPORTERS CLUB NOTES

COACHES:

Our next away game is on 16th December ot DEWSBURY . and a supporters' coach will
be leaving the Social Club at 2 p.m.

Adult Members. £1.20 Adult Non-Members. £1.40

Junior Members.  .80p Junior Non-Members. £1.00

The following away game is on 30th December ot FEATHERSTONE, ond a coach will
leave the Social Club for the match ot 1p.m,

Adult Members . £1.30 Adult Non-Members. £1.50

Junior Members,  .90p Junior Non-Members. £1.10

Save money and become o member. Ask ot the Souvenir shop today.

BADGES:
Metal Qldhom Supporters Cluk lapel badges are now on sale in all the canteens or at
the social club, priced 50p each. Blazer badges can also be obtained for £7.50.

CHRISTMAS DRAW:
Christmas draw fickets are now available. If you can sell any please call at the
Souvenir shop during today's match, or leave your name and address at the Social club.

BUKTA RED & WHITE RUGBY SHIRTS.

Why not buy @ Red and White rugby shirt for o Christmas present? Prices vary from
£5.99 (Boys) to £8.50 (Dependant on size). Enquire at the canteens today, or any day
at the social club.

HIRE QUR SUPPORTERS SOCIAL CLUB.
Have you anything to celebrate? Then why not hire a room in our club at very reasonable
rates. Ring 624-0368 for details.

OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
Lottery

Still the best

£1 ,m instant prize

More Agents urgently needed. Good Commission, Interesting Incentives.
Why not join us? Ring: Keith Masters, Clegg St, Oldham. 061-620 4870

Promoter: Ray Hatton, 13/15 Clegg St, Oldham. Last date of sale 26.1.79.

Clear Span

Manufacturers of high grade
aluminium glasshouses. greenhouses.
pool enclosures, sports halls and rigid

and fexible PV.C. extrusions,

A Clear Span Ltd
/ : ‘.\-:‘ Il'{lx\:l_,\!-xr;-\-:m\'l\l Oldham

Tel. Saddlieworth 3244-3.0,

AURTHUR GOSS

& SON
“THE MAN'S SHOP"

* Quality Mens Wear by best Makers

* Ready to Wear suits by ‘DAKS'
‘Maenson’ and ‘Sumrie’
* Raincoats by ‘Burberry’ ‘Driway’

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM
Tel: 624 2086

Ashworth

(manchester Ltd.)

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE Football Club)
The Abattoir, River Park Road, Manchester 10

Tel: 061-223 2097

Book all your Travel
requirements to anywhere in
the World with

HOLLINWOOD

Travel Bureau
688 Manchester Road
Hollinwood, Oldham
Tel Failswort h 1859

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

“Thomas “Birché® Co.

T, OLDHAM

89 / 665-2048

32 CLEGG STREE

Telephone: 624-48

Free Valuation on Request
Without Obligation




CWUB NEWS

BOB BLACKWOOD BACK

Bob Blackwood, our Cumbrian forward, is back in the fold after his six-month suspension and he
played in the senior side at Huyton last week after first returning in the “A” team.
Bygones are bygones and we are pleased to welcome Bob back. As our manager Graham Starkey
states: “Bob starts with a clean sheet and he will be treated like every other player”.

* * *
Another of our missing men could be back in the New Year. Asregular supporters know, both prop
Dennis Ashcroft and second-row man Clive Jones have been missing all season because of work
problems.
Clive is a long-distance lorry driver and Dennis is a shift-worker who cannot afford the time off for
training.
We have kept in regular touch with both players and the latest check for the up-to-date situation
showed that Ashcroft might be back in the next few weeks.
Both players are keen to get back but they feel their full-time employment has to take priority.
However, Dennis has told us that there might be a change in his work situation once Christmas and
the New Year are out of the way.
Inthe recent weeks we have been pleased to welcome to Watersheddings two Rugby League men
from the other side of the world.
Brian Gately, areferee from Australia, has watched a couple of matches here during athree-month
sight-seeing tour of Europe with his wife and four children.
Our latest visitor from “Down Under" is Bob Mackenzie, also from Sydney and a district referee in
New South Wales.
Bobisin the north of England on a three-week holiday, trying to see as much RL as possible. He is
watching first team, “A” team and colts games around Lancashire and Yorkshire and hopes tofitin
as many as 20 games in the 21 days. That's some going.

Weare pleased towelcome Bob to Oldhamand we are able toaccept hisinvitationtorunthelineat -

a recent colts match, along with our good friend Sam Shepherd, the former referee and now an
assessor of up-and-coming young officials for the Rugby League.
* - *

Our facilities at Watersheddings continue to attract tremendous praise from around the League.
The latest plaudits came from the Dewsbury officials and players after our last home game.

-

Two of the Dewsbury players were injured and one of them, centre Jack Austin, had to leave the

field with a suspected broken jaw.

In the event the jaw was not broken . . . but the Dewsbury club were very, very impressed at the

immediate and thorough attention paid to their player by the Oldham club’s medical staff.

They were not the first club by any means to show their appreciation. We already have on file a

letter from the Featherstone club expressing their pleasure and gratitude for the facilities now

afforded to visiting teams at Waterhseddings.
* * *

Finally, as this is the last home game before Christmas, may we take this opportunity of thanking

you all for your support so far this season.

Avery happy Christmas to you all.. . . . and we will see you on Boxing Day for the visit of Rochdale

Hornets in what should be a real festive season cracker!

Todayr Match Ball presented by

SHAW SPORTS CENTRE,
72, Market St., Shaw. Tel: Shaw 842887 %
Halt. No way through

Mike Richardson will also present the Man of the Match Award.
for tis Dewsbury

forward, stopped by
Steve Lund, Ray
Martland and Terry
Flanagan.

%

Il pictures by OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

Ray Ashton goes in for the first of his
two tries against Dewsbury.

Steve Herbet goes close. Our second-row forward, captured
in mid-air by Oldham Chronicle photographer Martin Smith,
fell just short of the line against Dewsbury.

"OWDHAM ACTION



SERVICE MOULDINGS
PRECISION INJECTION

MOULDERS

HARTSHEAD STREET, LEES, OLDHAM

Telephone 061-652 0441

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE
OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY'S

OLDHAM
EVENING
CHRONICLE

James Schotield
& Son

(Transport) Limited

*All Classes of Haulage
*Any Distance Undertaken
*Expert Packing
*Ample Storage Facilities
Available
PRIMROSE BANK,

Oldham

Tel: 061 624 2968

TOM WEBB’s YESTERYEAR

We are attempting to give all the Oldham R.L.F.C. results since the club started in 1876. In the
following tables the letters M, G, T, stand for Minors, Goals, and Tries. Minors were scored when
either the attacking team kicked or carried the ball over the dead-ball line or the touch-in-goal line,
or when the defending side made the ball dead.

In the early days, a goal counted more than any number of tries.

Unfortunately, the match details are incomplete for the 1880's, and any details would be welcomed
by me, Tom Webb, 3 Haggate Crescent, Royton, Oldham. OL2 5NF.

1878 - 79:

DATE OPPONENTS VENUE OLDHAM OPPONENTS RESULT

September 21st,  OLDHAM 2nd. XV Home 5 5 12 WON
28th.  ROSSENDALE Home 12 1 7 1 WON

October  5th.  DEWSBURY Away 2 Draw
12th.  MANCHESTER Away 1 10 Drow
19th. CHEETHAM HILL Home 1 1 2 1 Draw
z6th.  BRADFORD UTD. Away 5 1 4 1 Draw

November 2nd. BROUGHTON Home S 12 4 2 WON
9th.  FREE WANDERERS Away 8 3 Lost
16th,  MANCHESTER RNGS.  Home 3 1 4 2 WON
23rd. WAKEFIELD TRINITY Home | 4 1 WON
30th. SWINTON Home 5 1 4 WON

December 7th. ROSSENDALE Awcy 4 1 WON

Schofields the complete Sports & Travel Goods Outfitter
All leading makes stocked

Suppliers to Oldham Rugby League Club

Schofields Sports & Travel
Goods Centre

31-33-35 UNION STREET, OLDHAM 624 4314

206-8 STAMFORD STREET, ASHTON—U—LYNE 330 4180
Established 1823




COLTS FIXTURES

un F.A, 1%

COLTS CORNER

In the last few weeks the high-stepping Oldham Colts

have been badly hit by injuries, but we now seem to have Aug. 18 Leigh A 16-11 Jan. 5 Salford
turned the corner and, with anything like reasonable luck, 25 Bradford H 38-2 12 Bramley
should gointo the second half of the season with plenty of Sept. 1 Leeds A _ 19 Hull
things in our favour. 8 B I 15-13 26 Dewsbury
Hooker Les Cook, who hasstill to play to game after badly ey H 29-4
damaging a knee in the pre-season sevens at Swinton, is 15 Castleford A 28-11 Feb. 2 Rochdale
almost ready for action again and is desperate to drag an 29 Leeds H 12-18 9 Cup-First Round
Oldham jersey over his head. 16 Hull KR
The Widnes lad has had a knee cartilage operation but is ! Oet. 16 Widras A 21-17 23 Cup-2nd Round
gow raring to go. We confidently expect that he will soon 28 gtu"H | ':" ;7_1 6

e making up for lost time! - helens March 1 Castleford
'(I;he same applies to powerful second-row man Andrew 27 Wakefield A 37-16 8 Hull KR

oodway, who was making a big impression until he
broke a bone in his hand in the 19-13 home win against e 18 Elur:js}letd : 198_623 g \l?ﬁ::z:z
Hunslet on November 3rd. raaror A
At the time of writing these notes Andrew had had his 17 Salford H P April 5 Rochdale
hand in plaster for four weeks, so it can't be too long 24 Hunslet A 7-12
before he is also back in the fold and ready for selection. e
Still out through injury are centre Mike Cowley, who has a LES COOK Dec. 1 Widnes H P
troublesome shoulder, and back-row man Mick k " 8 St. Helens A
Coombes, who is under the care of a Manchester Back soon* 29 Leigh H

specialist with back trouble.

Throw in fact that new signing Alan Platt missed a couple
of games immediately after he joined us, because of a
shoulder knock, and you can see that our youngsters
have had more than their fair share of bumps and bruises.
It can be fairly assumed that with a full-strength side in |
action we would have the beating of any side in the Colts ;i
League.
Despite all our injuries we were still top of the Colts
League - one point more than Bramley but with three
games in hand - when these notes were compiled.
We had lost only two games - against Leeds at home and
away to Hunslet - and that initself speaks volumes for the
contribution of everyone concerned, not least coaches
Brian Gartland and Derek Foy.
Even at Hunslet with a vastly weakened side we should ¥
have picked up a point. Thoughlosing 12-7 we hada good
“try" disallowed for a forward pass in the closing stages of
a match in which we certainly deserved a draw.
On the original fixture list we have a free week-end next
Saturday (December 15th) and on the following Saturday
- the last before Christmas - there are no games at all.
; - So the colts players and the coaching staff are now
' v t eagerly looking ,f)orward to the New Year with the cup
coming on, the Premiership and the run-in for League
ANDREW GOODWAY  nonoure. ' ’
. As thisis the last programme before the festive season all
Hand ln|ury connected with the colts would like to thank all their
followers for their support so far and wish each one of you
a happy Christmas.

it

Our new Club Secretary.......... Barbara Wilde

I » >I>X>

X R3S L



JOE GALLAGHER

PAINTER and DECORATOR

26 Alva Road Telephone
Watersheddings 061-652 0208
Oldham

Office telephone: 061-681 7448
GET PROFESSIONAL
INSTRUCTION WITH

DAVID GIBLIN p.0..A.D.1.
SCHOOL OF MOTORING
Dual control cars - Pupils called for

Pay as you learn - Courses at
reduced rates

Tel: 061-652 8408 & 061-620 1835

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
Telephone 061-620 2115/6/7

GEORGE & SHEILA
Welcome you to

THE BULLS HEAD

Luncheons, Bar Snacks,
Morning drive breakfasts
OGDEN, NEWHEY,
ROCHDALE.

Shaw 847992

Seton
Products

Support OLDHAM RLFC
By donating our Elastic Support Bandoges
etc.

TRANSFER FEES By Brian Batty

Daily Mail

The Sky is still the limit when it comes to transfers in
either Rugby League or the more lucrative sphere of
Soccer

It was rather interesting recently to see a programme
on Independent Television involving many Soccer
personalities including Manchester City boss Malcolm
Allison and his chairman Peter Swales.

After two sides had put forward contrasting cases the
audience was asked to vote on whether they felt the
one million pound transfer was a good thing for
Soccer. And the voting was 80 per cent against such a
deal and only 20 per cent in favour

This programme was screened only a few hours after
Wakefield Trinity had rocked the League world by
asking £50.000 for transfer seeking Trevor Skerrett.

Great Britain forward Skerrett was one of the few
forward successes on the tour of Australia and New
Zealand last summer

The first reaction I got from half a dozen clubs. who in
the past might have been interested. was that the fee
was completely beyond them.

“The bubble has burst on the day of the big transfer fee. There is no longer that sort of cash around.’ said
Bradford chairman Jack Bates

And that summed up the general reaction vet everything is relative in sport and in Wakefields case they feel
Skerrett represents that value to them as a club

Yet one could say that it makes the clubs record signing of Bill Ashurst at £18.000 look like peanuts even
though it took place 18 months ago

Ashurst is one of the few forwards in the game who dictate play in such inspired fashion but Skerrett has
been the backbone of Trinity's pack with his high work rate of tough tackling and driving play.

But again his price must make Widnes feel they got a snip when they paid £17.000 for Les Gorley and
neighbours St. Helens paid out £23.000 for his younger brother Peter

Leeds broke their club record to pay £25.000 for Eddie Cunningham. landing an international class player
who can perform equally well in the backs and the pack

Trinity will be happy if they keep Skerrett unless they can get a player of equal talent in exchange.

D.ALAN WILDE JAMES DRANSFIELD
Carpet Fitting Specialist Specialists in the Manufacturing of
. . all types of Fluted Rollers for Textile
All types of flooring fitted and other, industries.
expertly MELROSE ENGINEERS,
Uplifting * Removing COTSWOLD AVENDUE ?g;LER
_Fitti * ; GREEN, CHADDER N
Re-Fitting * Maintenance OLDHAM OLS 8PJ
Tel: 061-624 4142 / 061-624 2835
ALL TYPES OF MACHINE CUT GEARS AND

17 Whinberry Way, Moorside, Oldham
3 Tel: 061-633 0484 BEVELS IN METRIC & ENGLISH



NEW CARS + COMMERCIALS
SERVICING = REPAIRS
SPARES *ACBESSURIES

Oldham Motor Co. Lt

2:12 MANCHESTER RD - WERNETH - OLDHAM
OLS 70L - TELEPHONE: 061 652 2411

SOLUNA
TRAVEL SERVICES LTD.

THIS YEAR GIVE US A TRY
TRY USA AND CANADA

We specialise in all low cost transatlantic flights and also all the latest in
package holidays to the United States.

TRY ANY CONTINENTAL PACKAGE HOLIDAY

We are agents for all the leading tour operators and have a large and
comprehensive selection of different holiday brochures in which you will
find the holiday of your choice.

TRY CRUISING

We are agents for all majir cruise lines and we will asist you in choosing
from many different cruises the one to suite you and your pocket.
THIS YEAR TRY SOLUNA TRAVEL SERVICES AT:

290 Manchester St. 061 633 0606

429 Hollins Rd. 061 652 4128

22 Rochdale Rd. Royton 061 633 4818

We offer what we consider the best in personal service - and what's more our services are
free!

First team fixtures 1979/80
Oldham Rugby League Football Club

Date Opponent Venue K.O.
Aug. 19 County Cup Swinton Away
Aug. 26 Warrington 2nd round Home
Sept. 2 Doncaster Away
Sept. 9 Huyton . Home 3.00 p.m.
Sept. 16  John Player Leeds Home
Sept. 19 B.B.C. St. Helens
Sept. 23  Batley Away
Sept. 30  John Player 2nd Round
Oct. 7 Featherstone Home 3.00 p.m
Oct. 14 Whitehaven Away
Oct. 21  Bramley Home 3.00 p.m
Oct. 28 Halifax Home 3.00 p.m
Nov. 4 Huddersfield Away
Nov. 11 Barrow Home 3.00 p.m.
Nov., 18 Swinton Away
Nov. 25 Dewsbury Home 3.00 p.m
Dec. 2 Huyton Away
Dec. 9 Batley Home 3.00 p.m
Dec. 16 Dewsbury Away
Dec. 26 Rochdale Home 3.00 p.m.
Dec. 30 Featherstone Away
Jan. 6 Swinton Home 3.00 p.m.
Jan. 13  Keighley Away
Jan. 20
Jan. 27 Huddersfield Home 3.00 p.m.
Feb. 3 Challenge Cup 1st Round
Feb. 17
Feb. 24 Challenge Cup 2nd round
Mar. 2 Barrow Away
Mar. 9  Whitehaven Home 3.00 p.m.
Mar. 16 Keighley Home 3.00 p.m.
Mar. 23  Halifax Away
Ma:. 30 Doncaster Home 3.00 p.m.
Apr. 6
Apr. 13
Apr. 20 Bramley Away
Apr. 27

RADIO CARS
(Oldham) Ltd.

061
633 2277

24 HOUR SERVICE

159-161 UNION STREET
OLDHAM

RADIO GARS |

OLDHAM
o~

NIGHT
SERVICE

e N
PRIVATE HIRE

RADIO CARS CARES

F. A,

22-15
6-34
25-0
15-3
7-31
9-20
17-17

23-22
13-13
22-9

12-3
12-15

25-6
31 -4

‘A’ Team Fixtures 1979/80
Oidham Rugby League Football Club.

Date Opponent Venue K.O. F. A,

Sept. 1 Workington Home 3.00 p.m. 15-12

Sept. 7 Leigh Away 7.30 p.m, 5-13
Sept. 13 Blackpool Home 7.30p.m. 25-23
Sept. 21  Warrington Away 7.30 p.m. 18-10
Oct. 6 Workington Away 230p.m. P

Oct. 18 Wigan Home 7.30 p.m, 18-17
Oct. 26 Wigan Away 7.30p.m. 25-15
Nov. 1 Leigh Home 7.30 p.m. 16-3
Nov. 10 Barrow Away 2.30 p.m. 16-22
Nov. 15 Swinton Home 7.30 p.m.

Nov. 24 Rochdale Away 3.00 p.m. P
Nov. 29 St Helens Home 7.30 p.m. P
Dec. 7 Widnes Away 7.30 p.m.

Dec. 15 Whitehaven Away 3.00 p.m.

Dec. 20 Rochdale Home 7.30 p.m.

Jan. 4 St Helens Away 7.30 p.m

Jan. 10 Swinton Away 7.30 p.m.

Jan. 17  Widnes Home 7.30 p.m.

Jan. 19  Whitehaven Home 3.00 p.m.

Jan. 26

Feb. 2

Feb. 9

Feb. 14  Warrington Home 7.30 p.m.
Feb. 23

Mar. 1 Barrow Home 2.30 p.m.
Mar. 12 Salford Away 7.30 p.m.
Mar. 15 Blackpool Away 3.00 p.m,
Mar. 20 Salford Home 7.30 p.m.

BAR FURNISHING

A FURNISHING CONTRACT
SERVICE OF ESTIMATES
ADVICE SUPPLYING AND

FIXING ALL FORMS OF
FURNISHING INCLUDING
MOST RANGES OF
CARPETS CURTAINS
FURNITURE AND
ACCESSORIES

Geometric
Furniture Lid.

Office and Showroom
SHEPHERD STREET,
ROYTON,
OLDHAM OL2 5PB
Tel: 061-633 1119 /
061-620 2346




TONY CONTINUES THE OLDHAM YOUTH REVIVAL

By Alan Burke
Public Relations Officer,
Oldham Amateur Rugby League.

Tony Ogden, the 18-year-old Higginshaw prop-forward,
has become the latest Oldham Amateur Rugby League
player to attain International status, by having been
chosen for the Great Britain youth team to meet the
touring Australians at Headingley, Leeds, on Saturday,
January 12th. And, with his selection, Tony continues the
recent representative achievements of youngsters from

the Oldham area, as the town itself steadily becomes one

of the major forces for Rugby League at youth level.
Although beaten last Sunday by Warrington in the semi-
final of the BARLA Inter-League Youth Shield
competition, the Oldham Under-19's town-team
displayed excellent form, both in last weekend's
encounter and in their two previous victories in the
tournament against Leigh and York. And fine individual
performances in these games also brought Lancashire
honours for Steve Topham and Kevin Byrne, both of
whom performed admirably for their County and seem
certain of retaining their places when the Red Rose Youth o
team also take on Australia, at Watersheddings, on
January 13th (11a.m.).

Following Nicky Kiss and Terry Flanagan, both of whom are now gaining plenty of experience with
their respective professional clubs, Tony Ogden has become the third Oldham youngster in
successive seasons to be given the highest honour in Amateur Rugby League, and, as the Great
Britain Under-19's side are due to visit France later in the season, a steady performance in the
Australian match should also give hima second International appearance across the Channel. Two
Great Britain caps within two monthswould then be the highlight of Tony's short career, havingonly
joined Higginshaw two years ago, and having had to play all his matchesin the open-age leagues.

The Oldham open-age town-team were yesterday dueto meet the powerful Humberside Leaguein
the quarter-final of the senior BARLA Inter-League competition, and, of course, itis hoped that the
local side could emulate the Under-19's effortsin reaching the semi-finals. Due tothe Inter-League
game, all this weekend's scheduled quarter-finals in the Oldham Standard Cup had to be
postponed, and willnow be played in January. Followingthe First Round matches, therevised draw
for the quarter-finals is: Higginshaw v St. Anne’s; Langworthy v Saddleworth; Ferranti v Fitton Hill;
Mayfield v Salem Hornets.

The Pennine Amateur Rugby League have recently recommended to BARLA that the £1

registration fee, which each player has to pay each season before he can appear for an amateur
side, beincreased to £1.50, with the extramoney to be placed in somekind ofinvestmentaccount,
from which lump sum payments could be made to players, or their families, who may suffer due to
any tragic accidents which may happen on a field of play.

FOR ALL THE LOCAL AMATEUR RUGBY LEAGUE NEWS:
B.B.C. Radio Manchester (206 medium wave; 95.1 vhf).
BARLA Reports Every Friday 6.30 p.m.

Rugby League Special Every Sunday 6.15 p.m.

Try and Convert to

WARRINGTON STEEL SERVICES
LTD.

Steel Stockholders and Shearers

SHEET AND BLANK SPECIALISTS IN:-

COLD REDUCED
GALVANISED
HOT ROLLED

ZINTEC

CONTACT
GREG PACHE, ALAN COLQUHOUN
RICHARD HASSELL

WARRINGTON (0925) 52127/50448

or TELEX 629544

OFFICES WORKS
Lower Wash Lane Howley Lane

Latchford Warrington
Warrington




Teams

Watersheddings Sunday December 9th, 1979

OLDHAM BATLEY
Navy/White Hoops, Navy Shorts. Cerise/Fawn Hoops, Cerise Shorts.

. JOHN PARKER

. BRENDAN FINN
. DAVE RIPPON

. STEVE BRUNYEE
. KEITH RIGGS

. TREVOR ERIGGS
. NEIL PICKERILL

. MARTIN MURPHY

. GEOFF MUNRO

. PHIL WARD

. STEVE LUND

. ERIC FITZSIMMONS
. BILL FRANCIS

. KEN GWILLIAM

. ALAN FORSTER . MICK FRAIN

. RAY MARTLAND . JIMMY EYRE
. FRED HALL 10. JIMMY WALTHAM

. STEVE HERBERT 11. JOHN VODDEN
. BOB BLACKWOOD 12. PETER COOKLAND
. TERRY FLANAGAN 13. ALAN TONKS

NV ONOUD B WN -~
NVDONOL B WA —

. RAY ASHTON 14.
. BOB MORDELL 15.

REFEREE - Mr. D. W. Fox (Wakefield) YELLOW FLAG -
RED FLAG - Mr. G. E. Lightfoot (Bolton) Mr. W. D. Tottte (Runcorn)

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS
Wednesday 26th. December 3.00pm. ROCHDALE HORNETS &

¢ o
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