~  PROGRAMME SPONSOR )

North West . - .
Sto rage . Littlemoor Mill Carpets

% Equipment

Company
- OLDHAM

Specialists suf)pliers and
erectors in all

Steel Shelving, Pallet
Racking, Partitioning, Raised
Storage Areas, Small Parts
Storage, Conveyors, Slotted Angles

Full Design & Erection Service_

forms of
storage equipment - 4
new & refurbished equipment »

Rochdale 38975 (2 lines) i ol g

Royds Street Works, Royds Street, Rochdale, Lancs ARTHUR GOSS & SON
- Rhodes Bank, Oldham

Tel. 061-624 2086 )
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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM
President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R. HATTON

Treasurer: K. BROADBENT Vice-Chairman: J, BOWDEN
Committee:

E. BUCKLEY J. HALL R. HARTLEY D. HULME, R. OGDEN K. POTTER.
Coach D. COX Assistant Coach R. WELDING
Physiotherapist: J. CROSSLEY Assistant Physiotherapist: ]. WATKINS

Secretary: Promotions Manager: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Tel. 061-652 5244

Groundsman: F. BROOKES Assistant Groundsman: M. BASHFORTH

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.

First Division Champions: 1904-05.

Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winmers: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26.

Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.

Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76.

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

DROPPING IN

May we take this opportunity of welcoming to Watersheddings our
latest signing, Bob Blackwood, the Workington and former St Helens,
Widnes and Wigan player, whom we captured from the Cumbrian club
just in time to make his debut in our last match against Blackpool
two weeks ago.

Unfortunately, Bob‘s first game in Oldham’s red and white jersey
did not coincide with a victory and we did, in fact, go down to our
first home defeat of the season, a bitterly disappointing day which
we must try and put to rights against Halifax in this afternoon’s
match.

Actually, we have a score to settle because the Thrum Hall men
beat us 32-2 in Yorkshire on October 22 when our side was badly
depleted before the start and cut up even further with injuries to

Martin Murphy, Phil Larder and Fred Hall when the match was in
progress.



fﬂarvey
Ashworth

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB)

BUSINESS ADDRESS
SLAUGHTER HOUSE

HOME ADDRESS BUCKLEY STREET
STAYLEY HALL STALYBRIDGE
STALYBRIDGE Tel. 3228

GIACOMO & PIERO
Feain Styliat

149 YORKSHIRE STREET
OLDHAM

Telephone 061-624 9125
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We shaped much better in the subsequent games against Batley
and York, both at home, in which we picked up four valuable points
only to go down at Whitehaven 12- 7 and then lose at home 8-7 to
Blackpool. ]

We are now in a situation where it is absolutely vital that we beat
Halifax today if we are to retain hopes of picking up the pieces
again and finishing in the top four promotion zone.

If past records are any guide we can now afford to lose only two,
possibly three at the most, of the 15 remaining Second Division
matches if we are to go up to the First Division.

That is a tall order and we definitely need to hit a long winning
run if our target is to be achieved.

Our pack has undoubtedly been strengthened by the signing of
Blackwood, at 29 a very experienced forward who should soon settle
down into the scheme of things at Watersheddings and add pace,
strength and experience to our forwards.

He is a Cumbrian who learned his early rugby as a centre or
winger for Whitehaven RU club and turned pro for St Helens in 1968.

Four years later he moved to Widnes, where he came under the
influence of coach Vince Karalius and settled down as a sturdy,
hard-tackling back-row forward.

From Naughton Park he moved to Wigan in 1975, again teaming up
with Karalius, and then in January of last year he transferred to
Workington where he has done a very good job indeed and was highly
regarded by the Town coach, Sol Roper.

Indeed, the only reason Bob was available was that he could not
get a job in Cumbria and therefore unable to fulfil plans to move up
there permanently. _

We recognise, of course, that Blackwood alone cannot put our team
up to strength and we will be making strong endeavours in the next
few weeks to sign more players.

All we would ask for is a little patience because in the current
market it is extremely difficult to get the sort of deal we want for
players who are going to improve the quality of our staff.

Incidentally, please note that our next home game is on Boxing
Day, December 26, against Swinton with a kick-off at 11 a.m.

We would also like to congratulate two of our players, Martin
Murphy and John Blair, whose wives have provided additions to their
families in the last few days.

Martin’s wife has had a girl and John’s wife a boy and on behalf
of the players, staff and supporters we would like to offer our
sincere congratulations. .

May we also wish you all a very happy and prosperous Christmas.



SERVICE MOULDINGS

PRECISION INJECTION
MOULDERS

H ARTSHEAD STREET . LEES . OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-652 0441

OUR VISITORS BY DON YATES

After the disastrous home defeat to Blackpool Borough 14 days ago
Oldham slipped down to ninth place in the Second Division table and
they now face a most difficult task if they are to climb the table and
secure one of the four promotion places. This afternoon’s visitors
are Halifax who last season finished bottom of the table but who
have improved almost beyond recognition this term.

They lie at present in sixth position in the Championship table
having won five and drawn one of their 10 Second Division matches,
their victories coming in home games against Whitehaven, New
Hunslet, Bramley and Oldham, who crashed to a disappointing 32-2
defeat when they visited Thrum Hall last October, plus a 15-0 away
win at Doncaster and an 11-11 draw at Huyton.

One of the reasons for the Halifax revival this season has been the
form of skipper and stand--off Mike Blacker, one of four former Bradford
Northern backs included in the Thrum Hall line-up, Thirty-years old
Blacker is a product of the Birkby CYC amateur outfit who gained a
great deal of experience with Northern, winning Yorkshire County
honours and appearing at Wembley in 1973 as well as being a member
of the Bradford team which won the John Player Trophy in season
1974-75. Goal-kicking full-back Jimmy Birts is only 21 years old and
a bright future seems assured for this talented youngster who cost
Halifax £1,500 when he moved from Odsal last February. The other
two ex-Bradford members of the Halifax back division are Derek
Howard and Graham Garrod who form the right flank. Twenty-two-yrs
old centre Garrod is a former England schools player who turned
professional with Northern in April 1974, switching to Halifax during
the summer when strong running winger Derek Howard also moved to
Thrum Hall, Howard began his professional career with Leeds and
had been with Bradford for only 18 months before switching to
Halifax with great success.

Howard scored a couple of tries last October when Halifax defeat-
ed Oldham for the first time since January 1971, although it must be
noted that Oldham had beaten Halifax only three times during that
seven year sequence. They were 29-7 home winners in February 1971
but did not meet Halifax again until last season when Halifax,
experiencing their worst ever season, lost 19-5 at Watersheddings
and by 24-3 over at Thrum Hall.

Halifax travel to Watersheddings today then, determined to continue
their promotion challenge with a second victory over Oldham which
would certainly avenge Oldham’s double victory over the Thrum
Hallers last season.
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Schofields the complete Sports & Travel Goods Outfitter
All leading makes stocked
Official suppliers to Oldham Rugby League Club

Schofields Sports & Travel
Goods Centre

31-33-35 UNION STREET, OLDHAM 624 4314
206-8 STAMFORD STREET, ASHTON-U-LYNE 330 4180

EST, 1823

> <
Reacro Rubber
Co. Ltd.

MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD

CHADDERTON

SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
RUBBER COMPOUNDS

l Tel: 061 —-652 1326

BRIAN BATTY

It seems impossible these days to keep the worlds of Rugby League
and Union apart for long.

Over the last few weeks there has been speculation in one quarter
and another that one day the two codes will finish up playing virtu-
ally the same game.

Now we have two further theories from the Union Side this season
that partly support these beliefs.

A former top Rugby Union player was recently reflecting on the
Chris Ralston incident in which the forward needed 32 stitches in a
head wound following the club game against Llanelli.

It was suggested that Union has to stop the practice of raking for
the ball when bootstuds can do untold damage.

This is where League came into the argument and it was claimed
that Union could do a lot worse than copy our system on the play-
the-ball.

This will seem ironic to many in League for it is a feature which
has provoked unlimited criticism and controversy since it was
introduced.

But the Union view was that it was a safer and fairer way to re-
start play after the ball had gone to ground or the player being
tackled.

RUGBY LEAGUE REVIEW 1978-79

The third edition of the popular Alka-Seltzer Rugby League Review
is now available. The 50-page glossy publication is packed with
news, reviews, and photographs. As well as a look back to last
season, the Review includes a special feature by Rugby League
Secretary David Oxley, and a photographic focus on the unforgettable
1978 Wembley Final. There is also a chance for junior fans to enter
the Subbuteo Rugby League Competition with ten Rugby League
games to be won.

Priced only 60p plus 30p p. & p. the Rugby League Review is
now available.

RUGBY LEAGUE PROMOTIONS.
The Public Relations Department at Rugby League Headquarters now
has more than 20 individual items for sale. Great Britain replica

jerseys, leisure wear, publications, and traditional promotional
items, are all available, and the new price list is now available,

All the above items available from:- The Public Relations Department,
The Rugby Football League, 180, Chapeltown Road, LEEDS LS7 4HT.
Please send a stamped addressed envelope.



Datsun has the last word
in Oldham!

"THE ROYAL ... o

SALEM HORNETS AND O.A.R.L. HEADQUARTERS

JUNEand BRIAN invite you to come and enjoy
WHITBREAD ALES AT THEIR BEST

?.:Arthur Goss & )
Son

“THE MAN’S SHOP"”
Yr Quality Men's Wear by Best
Makers.
Yr Ready to Wear Suits by “Daks"”
*“Maenson” and “Sumrie”.
Yr Raincoats by “Burberry”,

OLDHAM
1 Martin MURPHY

2 Mike ELLIOTT
3 Phil LARDER
4 Chris MUNRO
5 Steve LUND

6 Colin NORTH

P 7 lan OGDEN
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM =
Tel.: 624 2086 8 Chris CHARLES

9 Roger O'’MAHONEY
10 Peter FRODSHAM
11 Fred HALL
12 Alan FORSTER
13 Bob BLACKWOOD

14 Jim ARNOLD
15 Kevin FLANAGHAN

Referee:
J. ENTWISTLE (Whitley Bay)

~

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST

HILTONS

061-624 6110

188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD
113 UNION STREET WEST

CHOICE FLOWERS

ALWAYS!
L

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES

by ...

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM

Telephone: 624 4301

YOU’LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY’S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE
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fTHE CLUBS
MEDICAL SUPPLIES
SUPPLIED BY;

HALIFAX
1 Jim BIRTS

2 Derek HOWARD

3 Graham GARROD

4 Dave CHOLMONDELEY
5 Paul ENDICOTT

6 Mick BLACKER
7 Terry LANGTON

8 Terry DEWHURST

38 MARKET STREET
ROYTON

Tel: 061-624 4104

H. T. DODD

9 Dean RAISTRICK
10 Alan WOOD

11 Dave CALLON

12 John MARTIN . seton
13 Dave BUSEFIELD

14 Mick SNEE Pl'ﬂdl":ts
15 Steve LAWS Support

Touch Judges: OLDHAM RLFC

K.L.GASKELL (Wigan)
J.CLARKE (Blackpool)

L

By donating our Elastic
Support Bandages etc.

(

Hormaan Leoter &eo

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS
9 UNION STREET. OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

—
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DATSUN (OLDHAMI)LTD.
ROYALE GARAGE

BOTTOM O°'TH MOOR: HUDDERSFIELD RD OLDHAM OL1 3HO
Tel: 061 624 6042
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Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.
Telephone 061-620 2115/6/7

General Printers Peel Street,Chadderton Oldham
Telephone: 061633 2118

MAN IN THE MIDDLE

This afternoon’s important league game is refereed by 31-years old
John Entwistle from Whitley Bay who has been refereeing since 1969
and who was promoted to Grade Two status in July 1975. He is
interested in all sports especially squash and cricket and he also
enjoys boating and music. He is single and works as an insurance
supervisor for the Automobile Association.

KERSHAW ADAMSmorta wesnLTD

BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

s

~

Offices:
Greenwood Street
Oldham

Tel: 061-652 2499

William Bradbury
& Sons Ltd

ARCHITECTURAL &
BUILDERS IRONMONGERS

PLUMBERS & HEATING
ENGINEERS MERCHANTS

GLASS MERCHANTS

WESTHULME STREET
off Featherstall Rd. North
OLDHAM, OL1 2LY

Tel: 061624 9481

- v <
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INVEST WISELY IN
CENTRAL HEATING WITH

Heatsways Lu

Top quality materials fully guaranteed
Over 5000 systems already installed
Bank loans arranged

For competitive estimates
without obligation ring
061-766 4385 anytime or
061-766 6511 daytime

RAY HATTON . RAY POTTER
Offices & Showroom
172-182 Bury New Ro ad, Whitefield

Registered Corgi Gas Installer




Parkfield Service Station

RIPPONDEN ROAD, MOORSIDE, OLDHAM

FOR RELIABLE SERVICE AND REPAIRS, ENGINE AND GEARBOX
OVERHAULS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

MEMBER OF MOTOR AGENTS ASSOCIATION

WALTER STORER TEL: 061-624 9838
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You'lldo a great
jobwith

Everything
ou like about

PLAYER'S

King Size

PSK6

The tar yield of this brand Manufacturers estimate, December 1977,
18 designed to be MIDDLE TAR of group as defined in H.M. Government Tables.

H.M. Government Health Departments’ WARNING:
CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH




With the Amateurs s BURKE.

The first spell of bad weather this winter severely hit the Amateur
Rugby League scene last weekend, with every match throughout the
Pennine League area having to br postponed. Included with these
games which had to be called off were the two remaining Oldham
Standard Cup quarter-final encounters, Ferranti v Waterhead and St.
Anne’s v Salem Hornets, together with Oldham’s home tie against
Huddersfield in the 1st Round of the BARLA Inter-League Youth Shield.

It is hoped that the Youth game will now be taking place this after-
noon, with the winners progressing through to the quarter-finals and
an away tie against Leeds next Sunday. If Oldham's Under-18s are
successful this afternoon, then the game against Leeds will be a
repeat of their 1stRound clash of last season which ended in victory
for the Yorkshire boys by 19 points to 10. However, this time the
Oldham players must be very confident of progressing through to the
semi-finals.

The postponement of the two outstanding Standard Cup matches
means that Mayfield and Shaw still don’t know who will be joining
them in the last 4, although it is hoped that the draw for the semi-
finals of the competition will be made ‘live’ on B.B.C. Radio Manch-

ester's ‘‘BARLA Midweek’’ programme on Wednesday, 20th December
(7.15 p.m.)

Following a recent meeting, Oldham Passenger Transport have
formed a rugby section with the hope of forming an amateur team in
the near future. However, the team may have to play in a midweek
league, but would like to hear from anyone who might be able to
help them. Anyone interested should contact secretary Phil Bradbury,
for whom messages can be left at 624-3495.

Ferranti have recently solved the problem that all amateur teams
have during the winter, that of trying to do their training in the dark,
by erecting floodlights at the side of .their Bower Lane ground at
Hollinwood. At present the lights shine on about half of their pitch,

but it is hoped that more may soon be installed so as to cover the
whole of the ground.

This Friday, at the Boulevard, Hull, National Dock Labour Board
take on local rivals Ace Amateurs in the BARLA Yorkshire Cup Final,
the winners of which will be the White Rose amateur representatives
in the Rugby League Challenge Cup later in the season. Leigh Miners

are to be the other amateur team after defeating Crosfields in the
BARLA Lancashire-Cumbria Cup Final.

Late Night Friday till 9p.m.

L WERNETH, OLDHAM OLS 7QL Tel:061-652-241| i

£25 Minimum Allowance

for Your Own Cycle.
when you part exchange it for
a new one from the Raleigh or
Yiking range.

Small  selection of recondi-
tioned and second-hand cycles
available, part exchanges
welcome. No deposit credit
terms available, Refugee, Bee,
Mutual customers welcome,

Cycle Spares and Repair Service

SUNTALCYCLES

45-7 RIPPONDEN ROAD . OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 7409

Open Daily 9a.m. to 6p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. to 1p.m.

_ Oldham
AT Motor Co.Ltd.




GEORGE HILL

OLDHAM LIMITED

TIMBER IMPORTERS and
MERCHANTS

_Spouts, Architraves, Skirtings,
Timber Mouldings, Doors, Plywood
Formica, Hillplas '

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS
Ashton Road, Oldham OLS8 1LB
Tel. 061-652 7421

and at
Glebelands Road, Sale
Tel: 061-969 7543

| PROBLEMS TO US. WE OFFER O

TH DATSUN OLDHAM YOU QUALIFY
5 STAR TREATMENT...
’We offer a full range of carefully selected used vehicles.
All makes & models on show at competative prices.
Remember, we only sell the very best!

’24 months parts & labour guarantee offered on our quality
used vehicles.This plan is devised to reduce your after-

sales costs to a minimum.

Specialists in the finance & insurance
you with terms to suit your pocket.

’Top part exchange allowances on your present vehicle.
Call in at no obligation, you'll be amazed at our quotations.

’Assurance of dealing with a friendly, efficient company,

EN DEALING WI
FOR

field. Let us quote

that really is.concerned about offering only the upmost

in service to their customers.
OUR 5 STAR PLAN IS DESIGNED TO MAKE i
AR PURCHASE SIMPLEQY A2

YOU CHOOSE THE CAR,THEN LEAVE ANY
NLY THE BEST-

Open 7days a week - Sat 9a
m-5pm/Sun10.30am-
VISIT US TODAY & SAMPLE OUR 5 STAR TRZ';‘T:&?E%IPTT. |

o T

SEED ’
=~ BOTTOM 0'TH’ MOOR - (HUDDERSFIELD RD) )
L] GLDHAM 011 3H0 Telephone:061 624 b &y




