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OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT

its NEW
its EXCITING

£1,000
Top Weekly Prize

FOR ONLY 20p PER WEEK

COLLECTORS WILL CALL WEEKLY
OR

DON’T DELAY || PAY BY BANKERS ORDER
START TODAY OR

POSTAL BY ARRANGEMENT

MEMBERSHIP STRICTLY LIMITED

PROMOTER:
E.BUCKLEY FIRST DRAW

THE PAVILION 13th FEB.
WATERSHEDDINGS & THEREAFTER WEEKLY
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Full flight PR =l Tunnel
precast N segment unit
stair unit. : y :
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...and you've got it made!

Got a weighty problem in precast concrete units? manufacture. Our engineers can take on your
Just tell Truscrete; it's not likely to cause us any  problem at design stage, and see it right through
headaches, as these examples show Bespoke to installation and completion. And if it's precast
precast items up to 10 tons are what we thrive on. flooring you're after, Truscrete are the North-West

No waiting, either, because we use our own licensees for the well-known Filigree Flooring
fibreglass moulds every time. Nor are special systems. It adds up to a full, fast service in precast
features, like exposed aggregate panels, any concrete, and all you need do is tell Truscrete
problem. We can do more for you than just The number is 061-652 8424

{ruscrete

TRUSCRETE LIMITED, Stock Lane, Chadderton, Oldham, OL9 9EZ.



rHarvey
Ashworth

(PRESIDENT OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB)

BUSINESS ADDRESS

SLAUGHTER HOUSE
HOME ADDRESS 5 BUCKLEY STREET
STAYLEY HALL STALYBRIDGE
STALYBRIDGE Tel. 3228

-

GIACOMO & PIERO
Gents Ftain Stylist

149 YORKSHIRE STREET
OLDHAM.
TEL. 061-624 9125
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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R. HATTON
Treasurer: K, BROADBENT Vice-Chairman: J. BOWDEN
Committee:

E. BUCKLEY J. HALL R. HARTLEY D. HULME, R. OGDEN K. POTTER.
Coach D. COX Assistant Coach R. WELDING
Physiotherapist: J. CROSSLEY Assistant Physiotherapist: . WATKINS

Secretary: Promotions Manager: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Tel. 061-652 5244
Social Club Masageress: Mrs. F. BOWDEN, Tel. 061-624 7240

Groundsman: D. TRUELOVE Assistant Groundsman:

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.

First Division Champions: 1904-05.

Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26.

Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.

Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76.

SPONSORS

PROGRAMME OR MATCH BALL SPONSORS

We are indebted to the following firms or individuals who have generously
sponsored our programme or match ball :-

Geometric Furniture Ltd., David Boler Exhausts,

Saddleworth Sports Centre, W.J. Lewis,

Central Motors, Almic Engineering Co. Ltd.,
Dronsfield Bros. Ltd., Hollinwood Metal Recovery,

Haughton & Kershaw (Builders) Ltd., Oldham Rugby League Supporters Club,
North West Storage Equipment, Wilsons Brewery,

Frank Warren Ltd., Lawrence Perrins & Sons Ltd.,
Ultratools, Royale Motors Ltd.,

Umbro International Sports Wear
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OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOC

Join a successful organisation
BECOME A POOLS AGENT

BONUS ON WINS
{ FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW
4 FREE SOCIAL EVENINGS

CALL AT THE POOLS OFFICE AFTER THE GAME AND ASK FOR
FURTHER DETAILS.

For a Specialist and Personal Service
in- all classes of insurance,
Private and Industrial Mortgages, consult:

Whitehead & Lees iNsurances |td.

34 UNION STREET OLDHAM

Incorporated Insurance Bro kers with 50 years experience

Telephone: 061—-633 2361

Branch Office:
14 Rossall Road, Thornton, Cleveleys.

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

We have a very tough task on our hands today when we entertain First
Division leaders and 9- 2 cup favourites, St. Helens, in the second round of
the Challenge Cup.

However, there have been many many shocks in the Challenge Cup over
the years and one thing is certain : the Saints will know they have been in
a match when the final hooter sounds this afternoon.

As a matter of fact, we have done very well against the Saints in cup
competitions over the years. Two years ago we went to Knowsley Road in a
third-round tie and lost by only eight points. The score was 17-9 to Saints
but we were very much in the game until early in the second half.

That same season, we won at Knowsley Road, 8-7 in a First Division match,
John Blair landing the winning drop goal near the end, and who will ever
forget our grandstand finish that same season in the first round of the
Lancashire Cup?

We came strongly with several late tries and Saints were very grateful
indeed when they heard the final whistle. They won 19-17.

At the end of 1972 the Saints won here 12-11 and 12 months before that
they drew 12-12. also here at V/atersheddings. Six years ago we also played
them in the Challenge Cup, in round one and lost only 6-8.

While Saints have had the better of the spoils, Oldham have always given
them a very good run for their money. Who knows? Perhaps it is our turn
this time to earn a win which we most certainly deserve after all those
near-things! :

We welcome to Watersheddings the players, officials and supporters of
St. Helens and trust that we can all enjoy a truly memorable tie, played in
the best spirit of the code and with the skill that we know both sides can
show on their day.

In matches of this nature vocal support counts for a lot and we appeal to
all our Oldham fans to give the boys as much help as possible.

It really does make a big difference to the players’ performances and one
of the big advantages of playing at home is that the side can usually expect
the biggest volume of support.

LET US ALL MAKE SURE THAT WE DO NOT FAIL TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
WHAT THE DRAW HAS GIVEN US.

St. Helens can be expected to have a lot of supporters in the ground but
we are sure that the Oldham people will get right behind their side on this
occasion and ensure that our team have the greatest vocal support.




KING STREET .
FOR
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H E N LYS (NORTH WEST) Ltd

OLDHAM

NEW LEYLAND CARS
QUALITY USED CARS
SERVICE AND PARTS
SELF DRIVE HIRE

061-624 3657

William Bradbury
& Sons Ltd

ARCHITECTURAL &
BUILDERS IRONMONGERS

PLUMBERS & HEATING
ENGINEERS MERCHANTS

GLASS MERCHANTS

WESTHULME STREET
off Featherstall Rd. North
OLDHAM, OL1 2LY

Tel: 061624 9481

INVEST WISELY IN
CENTRAL HEATING WITH

Heatsways L«

Top quality materials fully guaranteed
Over 5000 systems already installed
Bank loans arranged

For competitive estimates
without obligation ring
061766 4385 anytime or
061—-766 6511 daytime

RAY HATTON . RAY POTTER

Offices & Showroom
172-182 Bury New Ro ad, Whitefield

Registered Corgi Gas Installer
k’ approved J

OUR VISITORS svoonwres

The glitter of the Rugby League Challenge Cup once again surrounds
Watersheddings this afternoon as Oldham meet the might of First Division
pacemakers St. Helens in the second round of Rugby League’s most glam-
ourous knock-out competition.

These two clubs have met several times previously in this tournament
the last time being at the quarter-final stage just two years ago when
Saints won a memorable game 17-9 and then went on to lift the trophy for
the fifth time since the war. But the last occasion upon which these clubs
met at Watersheddings in a second-round tie was in February 1969 when a
crowd of 14,200 was attracted to a match which was eventually played on a
Tuesday evening after a 10 day postponement because of snow. It proved a
match well worth waiting for as underdogs Oldham gave a tremendous
display to lead 6-5 at the interval thanks to three goals from full-back Derek
Whitehead. Unfortunately, Oldham were unable to add to their score in the
second half and Saints were able to run out eventual winners by 15 points
to six with tries from Bill Benyon, Les Jones (who was later sent off) and
John Mantle while Kel Coslett obliged with three goals. The only Oldham
players who appeared that evening and who are still in the first team squad
are three-quarters Phil Larder and Mike Elliott while the sole Saints survivor
from that match is Les Jones although Eric Chisnall was a non-playing
substitute nine years ago and would certainly have been included in the
Saints’ line-up today but for a broken arm which will keep him out for the
rest of the season.

Nevertheless, the Saints team which opposes Oldham this afternoon looks
extremely formidable and contains five players who this season have been
involved in the Intemational Championship matches against France. Last
Sunday George Nicholls was in Toulouse with England while earlier this
year St. ‘Helens provided Mel James, Eddie Cunningham, Roy Mathias and
Bill Francis for the Welsh team which also defeated France. The skipper and
inspiration of that Welsh victory was stand-off Bill Francis, a product of
Featherstone junior rugby who turned professional with Wigan in 1964 and
who has developed into an outstanding middle back of tremendous vision
and experience. The distinguished career of Francis covers World Champion-
ship visits to Australasia in 1975 with Wales and then again last summer
with Great Britain and, in all, he has played 11 times for Yorkshire, 13
times for Wales, once for the Great Britain under-24 side and in four full
internationals for the senior Great Britain team. Despite these impressive
representative honours Francis has yet to win the two major domestic
prizes of First Division Championship and Challenge Cup but following his
£7,750 transfer to Knowsley Road last October | feel that these two major
honours will be his before the end of May, especially if Saints can repeat
the form they displayed last week when they defeated Bramley 71-7 to
record the biggest ever win in the club’s history. Full-back Geoff Pimblett
equalled the club record of 13 goals in that match which emphasized just
what a mamouth task Oldham face this afternoon as they set out to beat the
club who promise to sweep all before them in their quest for Rugby League’s
spring double.
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G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM

™ Telephone: 624 4301 J
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ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS
9 UNION STREET. OLDHAM

Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794) J




VICE-PRESIDENTS

COURTAULDS

R. Hatton T. Leslie M. Ashworth NORTHERN SPINNING DIVISION
J. Hatton J. Broadbent D. Grimes
J. Hall R. Hardaker A. Stacey RODWELL TOWER, PICCADILLY, MANCHESTER

R. Ogden F. Diskin W. Collins
M. Ogden T. Doyle Mrs. Collins
K. Potter E. Rainey H.C. Maker

A. Potter J. Burke W. Minton - ,
J. Bowden S. Shepherd Les Eyres An important and expanding feature of

F. Bowden P. Shepherd A. Pocock OLDHAM METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

D. Hulme J. Roscoe C. Broadbent .
E. Buckley P. Barratt R. Broadbent ASIA MILL Hollinwood MANOR MILL Chadderton
I. Buckley N. Tench G. Kenworthy BRIAR MILL Shaw MAPLE MILL Hathershaw
K. Broadbent A. Henshall C.J. Watkins DEE MILL Shaw PARK MILL Shavg

D. Broadbent N. Hooley B. Taylor FOX MILL Shaw ROYD MILL Hollinwood
R. Hartl ey H. MWright P. Scholes KENT MILL Chadderton BENTFIELD MILL ~ Chadderton
J.C. Broadbent Mrs. A. Murphy 151 TasJ"osrh LILAC MILL Shaw MAJESTIC MILL  Waterhead
F. Landregan D. Goodier Krf('ers.hav?re
E' l\“d’o:s's P. Lovett Mrs. K. Kershaw )

RN Mrs. R. Lovett Mrs. R. Broadbent P N
A. Phillips L. Chattein Mrs F-Landre

s Fs gan s

v, o - Nefrn northern heating
F. Hall L. Collinge
|7 Bramley M. Haigh

PERSONAL LOANS

ALSO FIRST AND SECOND
I MORTGAGES

'LAKE FINANCE

11 CHURCH LANE
OLDHAM . OL1 3AN

co. (crompton)
Itd.

gordon street, shaw,
oldham, 0l2 8eu

industrial heating and
ventilating engineers

specialists in design and
installation of all mechanical
engineering services,

and boiler plant.

KX Tel: 624 7821

L . 1

telephone shaw 42791

46815J




Brian Batty

There is no truth in the rumour that referees are to be equipped with a
lead, a muzzle and a copy of One Man and his Dog with whistling
instructions.

Refereeing has long been regarded as a difficult enough job without the
antics of a rugby-minded canine getting into the act.

Warrington official Ken Spencer unfortunately found himself exposed to
enormous publicity and television coverage recently.

After 12 years as a referee - four in the senior grade - Ken Spencer’s
first televised game will not be forgotten in a hurry.

He was unfortunately upstaged by a dog in the Leeds - Halifax first round
Cup - tie despite his efforts. :

He made three attempts to have the dog removed from the Headingley
pitch and ground with the help of police in the first half of the tie.

It was all in vain for the canine returned each time and spent the second
half attracting more attention from the television cameras than the players.

Such a situation hardly improved the game’s image but it seems hard on a
referee to expect him to carry the responsibility when he has his hands full
controlling 26 players.

Surely if a club are employing members of the police force to keep members
of the public off the pitch then they can be expected to take the same
measures with a playful dog.

There have been enough claims in recent years that referees have more-

than enough laws to enforce to cope with on top of general play and any
trouble it might produce.

As referee Spencer reflected after his experience : ‘| was on a hiding to
nothing whatever | did in this tie after three attempts to remove the dog
had failed.

‘The whole position of a referee in this situation needs clarifying.

Certainly if he had delayed the game too long there would have been an
outcry from the BBC that there entire schedule had been thrown out and a
serious comeback.

MAN IN THE MIDDLE

Refereeing today’s game is Grade One official Ron Moore of Calder Grove
Wakefield, a 44 years old representative who has been refereeing since 1963
and who reached Grade One status in 1975. Mr. Moore’s sole sporting inter-
est is Rugby League and he is a former amateur player who also holds a
Grade Two Coaching Certificate. His biggest honour so far was to referee

the 1976 Challenge Cup Final between St. Helens and Widnes, Mr. Moore is

a married man with two children.

_

Schofields the complete Sports & Travel Goods Outfitter

All leading makes stocked

Official suppliers to Oldham Rugby League Club

Schofields Sports & Travel

Goods Centre

31-33-35 UNION STREET, OLDHAM
206-8 STAMFORD STREET, ASHTON-U-LYNE
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EST. 1823
> Vo
WHITTAKERS Reacro Rubber
Co. Ltd.
JEWELLERS MONA MILL
FIELDS NEW ROAD
10 MARKET PLACE CHADDERTON
OLDHAM
* SUPPLIERS OF
UNVULCANISED
Telephone 624 4092 SUBRER COMPOUNDS
EST. 1860
Tel: 061—652 1326
3 o)




With the Amateurs awan surke

Tomorrow night at Watersheddings Saint Anne’s will be taking on Saddle-
worth ““A’" in the second semi-final of this season’s Oldham Standard Cup
competition, with the match kicking-off at 7.30 pm. The winners of the tie
will take on Saddleworth Rangers in the Final, which as usual will be played
at Watersheddings on Good Friday morning, kick-off 11.0 am. Saddleworth
qualified for the Final by defeating Langworthy Juniors by 30 points to 2 in
the other semi-final, which was also played at Watersheddings, last Monday
night.

The Oldham Amateur Rugby League are very grateful to the senior club for

allowing them the use of their pitch and facilities in order that these out-
standing matches could be played, and in fact the Oldham R.L. Club are
held in very high esteem by officials of the British Amateur Rugby League
C\ssociation for all their co-operation in helping to promote Amateur Rugby
eague.

It is perhaps significant of the help given by the local senior club to the
amateur game that many of the top Amateur matches are now being played at
Watersheddings, thus boosting the financies of the professional side as well
as the Oldham Amateur League. Last season saw the Lancashire-Yorkshire
Amateur County Championship matches taking place at Watersheddings as
well as the BARLA National 7-a-side Finals, and this season even more top
amateur Fixtures have been scheduled for the Oldham ground.

The BARLA Lancashire-Cumbria Youth Cup Final, in which Saddleworth

defeated Blackbrook has already been staged here, and both the Pennine Cup
Final and the BARLA Sevens have been put into the Watersheddings Diary for
later this year. As well as the Standard Cup Final, the Oldham Amateur
Rugby League will also be staging their Championship Final and the Albert
Edwards Memorial Sevens on the Watersheddings ground, with the Champion-
ship decider taking place on May 5th, and the seven-a-side tournament
being played on April 16th.

Another local Amateur Rugby League occasion will also be taking place at
Watersheddings next month, but this time the event will be on the stage of
the social club, and not on the playing area. This will be the first showing
in Oldham of the film of the BARLA Youth Tour to Australasia, which contains
highlights of the final match of the tour, which was played on the Sydney
Cricket Ground prior to the 1977 Rugby League World Championship Final.
The film is to be shown on Wednesday, April 26th, and tickets for the event
priced 20p. can be obtained from-any of the local amateur rugby league clubs.

Once again the excellent relationships between the Oldham Amateur Rugby
league and the town's senior club was shown by the local league choosing
the Oldham R.L. Social Club as the venue for the film so that the profession-
al side would also be benefiting from the extra bar-takinas.

Yesterday, Yorkshire were due to entertain Lancashire at the Heworth
Amateur Club’s ground in York, in the deciding matches of this season’s
BARLA County Championships, after Lancashire had defeated Cumbria at
both Youth and Open-age levels last Sunday. The Lancashire Under-18s side
be at the Cumbrians by 22 points to 5, with Oldham’s Peter Grimbley scoring
a try, whist the Open-age side triumphed by 18 points to 3.

-

Queghan House, off Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancs.

Telephone 061-620 2115/6/7

FOWDEN
BROTHERS

LIMITED

INSURANCE BROKERS

68, Union Street,
Oldham OL1 1DJ
Telephone 624 9201

e o

TEL. SHAW 47610, 633 4266
4 )i i

SCHOLES
HEATING

LIMITED

PLUMBERS

BUILDERS
ELECTRICIANS
HEATING ENGINEERS
MAIN CONTRACTORS
TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

42 ROCHDALE ROAD, SHAW
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GEORGE HILL

QLDHAM LIMITED

TIMBER IMPORTERS and
MERCHANTS

Spouts, Architraves, Skirtings,

Timber Mouldings, Doors, Plywood, .

Formica, Hillplas

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS

Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 1LB

Tel. 061-652 7421

and at
Glebelands Road, Sale
Tel: 061-969 7543
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OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIALCLUB

3 Great Acts
plus J2 DISCO

Thursday 8 pm to 1am
Fri. & Sat. 8 pm to 2 am

Fully licenced Restuarant, plus Snacks
No membership required

NEXT HOME MATCH

Monday, March 27th 1978 Kick off 3.00 p.m.

OLDHAM v HUDDERSFIELD




