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OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM
President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: R. HATTON

Treasurer: R. HARTLEY Vice-Chairman: ]. HALL
Committee:

A. ADLER, ]. BOWDEN, K. BROADBENT, D. HULME, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Promotions Manager: A. TAYLOR, Tel. 061-652 5244
Social Club Manageress: Mrs. F. BOWDEN, Tel. 061-624 7240

Physiotherapist: F. NAVESEY Assistant Physiotherapist: J. WATKINS
Groundsman: P. HARTER

HONOURS

Rugby League Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1956-57.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 1954-55.
First Division Champions: 1904-05.
Second Division Champions: 1963-64.
Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1926-27.
Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26. :
Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,
1956-57, 1957-58 and 1958-59.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.
Lancashire Championship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 and 1957-58.
Runners-up: 1908-09, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.
Lancashire Shield winners: 1975-76.

Steve Herbert touches down for his seventh try of the season.
Picture by courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

We would like to take this opportunity of welcoming to Watersheddings the
former En%land soccer goalkeeper, Eddie Hopkinson, who has taken over the
responsibility for the %layers’ itness on a voluntary basis.

ddie, a qualified FA coach, is something of a fitness fanatic and is very
experienced in the methods of helping sportsmen of various kinds to reach the
peak of physical condition.

Maybe some eyebrows were raised when Eddie first came here two weeks ago
because of his life - long connections with ‘‘the other game’’.

. But ask arclry of those supporters who refularl watch training what sort of
difference Eddie has made and they will be full of praise for his efforts.

More important, perhaps, is the fact that the players are already very much
on Eddie’s side. He drives them hard in training but like true professionals
tbeK realise this is all for their own good and already Eddie is held in the
highest esteem among the players. :

It is welcome time, too, for Ken Wilson. Ken resigned the post of coach in
December but has now offered to come back and he p us out on a temporary
basis until the end of th:.season.

This means that he teams up once more with Brian Churm to form the
ga.rtnershlp that was so successful in guiding our ‘‘A’’ team to Lancashire
hield success last season.

We are delighted that Ken has returned to the fold - albeit temporarily - and
we firmly believe that in Ken, Brian and Eddie we have a threesome that can
do a splendid job for the club. :

Of courae, we face a tremendous task now in winning sufficient points to
sta* in the First Division.

hese notes had to be written before the mid - week match at Leeds and be
-fore the Leigh v Widnes fixture on the same night.

At the time of writing, however, it looked almost certain that the four relega
-tion clubs would be from Barrow, Leigh, Oldham, Rochdale and Wakefield.

If we assume that Barrow are gﬂready doomed, that leaves Leigh, Oldham,
Rochdale and Wakefield in contention for the big dxop.

It is interesting, therefore, to compere the programmes of these clubs be

_~tween now ﬁﬁdﬂt&ﬁ seasorls en

TheK are: O AM - Cast efo;’éi (H), Bradford (A), Wakefield (H), Salford (H)
Rochdale (A), Leigh (H), Warrington (A) and Widnes (H).
ROCHDALE - Barrow (H), Salford (H), Widnes (A), Oldham (H), Castleford
B T (A”a‘i’igi{‘ R 'R; @), W

- Wiga , Wakefie 3 hdale (A efield (H), Workington
(H)glcg)am &Lf Bacrol (:ﬁ dr ?’lelens 85, Brad oza 13( ) v

WAKEFIELD - Leigh (f1), Leigh (A), Hull KR (H), Hull KR (A), Castleford
(A), Oldham (A), Leeds (H), Featherstone (H), Workington (H). -

Changing the subject to the ‘‘A’’ team we would like to extend our congratu
-lations to coach Brian Churm and his players at their achievement in reaching
the Shield final for the second consecutive year.

They now meet Wigan, coached by Peter Smethurst, whose team has not been
beaten even once all season! It all makes for a terrific clash in the final. -

Details of the match, which will be ﬁlayed on two legs, home and away, will
be announced in the press as soon as they are finalisecﬁ

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY’S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE




OUR VISITORS =

Englands European Championship match against France _at Carcassonne
this afternoon has deprived visitors Castleford of the services of two star
players, ace loose-forward Steve Norton and top try scorer and Young England
skipper Bruce Burton, for today’s vital match which will have an important
bearing on both the Championship and relegation issues. :

Castleford’s unexpected defeat at Barrow on Tuesday has left them in fourth
place in the league table and they seem unlikely now to catch top club Feather
-stone but they still look set to qualify for a home tie in the Premiership

uarter-finals. They have already won both the Floodlit Cup and Players Trophg'
this season with final victories over Leigh 12-4 and Blackpool Borough 25-1
respectiveLy but thsir deep involvement in cup competition has seen them slip
a little in First Division games although thef' still managed to beat Wigan and
Warrington away as well as completing ‘double’ successes over both Leigh and
Workington Town so, following their 11-5 win over Oldham earlier this season,
will be out to record their third ‘double’ of the season today. : ;

Castleford’s narrow victory over Oldham last October was their third consec
-utive league victory over the Watersheddings outfit for last season they scored
a league "double’ b{ winning 8-6 here and by 31-1B at Wheldon Road. One has
to go back to April 1974 for Oldham’s last win at Castleford’s expense for,
despite being relegated that season, Oldham won at Castleford 25-12 after

ulling off an exciting 14-13 win here at Watersheddings the previous October.
'hat home victory over Castleford triggered off an amazing seven match winn
-ing se%uence ta: Oldham in which they also beat Featherstone Rovers home and
away, Widnes, Wigan and Saint Helens, an astonishing turn about after winning
only two of their opening 14 matches. At scrum-half for Castleford on that trip
to Watersheddings was Glen Knight, now on Oldham’s books, but he is only one
of several changes in both sides since that evening when the sides lined up as
follows: Oldham: Martin Murphy; Geoff Munro; Mike Elliott; Tony Wainwright;
Chris O’Brien; Johnﬁy Blair; Peter Astbury; Terry Clawson; Kevin Taylor;
Brian Hulghes; Fred Hall; Bilfy McCracken and Jimmy Reynolds. Substitutes,
Bob Gaitley and Arthur Daley. :

Castleford: Trevor Briggs; Derek Foster; Keith Worsley; Paul Higgins;
Alan Lowndes; Gary Brook; Glen Knight; Alan Ackroyd; ony Miller; Brian
Lockwood; Cliff Wallis; Sam Lloyd and Steve Norton. Substitutes, Ray Newton
(for_Brook) and Trevor Chawner (for Ackroyd). :

Castleford actually scored three tries to Oldham’s two in that game, with
Paul Higgins, CIiff Wallis and Steve Norton claiming their touchdowns, but Sam
Lloyd could only land two Tgoals as opposed to Terry Clawson who landed four.
Oldham’s tries came from Tony Wainwright and Fred Hall.

One of the secrets of Castleford’s fine run of success this season has been

the influence of skipper and coach Mal Reillyr an outstanding tactician and ball .

player who has enjoyed tremendous personal success throughout his 10 year
career. Twenty-nine years old Reilly is a product of the Kippax junior club who
joined Castleford in 1967 and slotted into his Club’s outstanding side of the la
-te 1960’s. He was a member of the Castleford team which was beaten in the
1969 Championship Final, a match which took (Flace just seven days after
Reilly had won his biggest prize - the Lance Todd Trophy as Castleford’s star
in their 11-6 victory over Salf, rd at Wembley. Twelve months later Reilly’s
second ambition was realised when he toured Australasia with the Great
Britain party where, whilst on tour, he was impressed by the wealthy set ug in
Australia. The Aussies were also impressed by Reilly and when he moved to
Australia in 1971 Manly were only too pleased to pay 15,000 for his services. -
However, Reilly always intende ;etumm§ home to Yorkshire and in October
1974 he resumed his association with Castleford where he has built the side up

- to be the most exciting outfit of this campaign. They have already lifted two

ophies this season and lgst weekend’s shock Challenge Cup exit wbl_l make
em even more determined to succeed in their guest for the First Division

title, one trophy which has eluded Castleford throughout their 51 year history.

=

Brian Batty

Rugby League has been on the receiving e i i
nd o
usegirhaes lantextmcllge for %ome t:)f Rugby Unioi’s failtilr?gs?gam’ e
atest dig in the ribs for L i i i
2 fe“}/x hesery g t or League will cause little pain, rather
e scene was Cardiff Arms Park where a Sunda 1 i
obviously with little knowled fon was aftein
picllfl e, i i ge of League and Union was attempting to
¢ encountered someone described later as an English enthusi
;vi}(xj% Ic:)v(;):ld suspect was either a Union official or a c%itic ofnthgsllg-sgi

tearrr{'he result was the following comment on the English Rugby Union
‘This is more like a real national team, the sort wh i
> 2 at will show wh
we could have done to this lot here over the years if we had not ha:iv tgt
suffer the constant draining of our best talent into Ru by League.

l Now we have a truer representation of our Ru% Union as it is
played 'in the tough areas of the North and West angt e advantage the
Welsh have always had in drawing from a tightly integrated communit ,
and from a large reservoir of working class players, will not be near y
as %_rg,.at _todﬁty.

‘This is the match that may show the Welsh that if Rugby League had
not been formed,m 1895 we would have been pushing them into tghe Taff
evel_'ly other year’,

hat.is quite a statement from a mere ‘enthusiast’.

It is true that League have plucked the odd player from Northern
Rugby Union clubs but only on rare occaslons, certainly there has been
no drain for there just is not the talent to {'ustify spending by clubs.
T agley Sare:lh o\t"/ l}ugbyhpr]lllohn was entitled to complain then surely it

ou ales which has see i
profNession'a»l. n a great mumber of its stars turn
ot that the Welsh have done any serious bleating. The h
on with the game and the beating of l‘l:,pgland. . S

I think the real tragedy about 1895 was that the Welsh did
a professional League and then we could have gee: ihe lrear;otufﬁol;;l
em

players if the North - the skilful and touﬁh men of League - give t

something to think about at Cardiff Arms ark.

HIRE OUR

VICE-PRESIDENTS’ ROOM

for your Private Parties —— Weddings —— Birthdays, etc.

PRIVATE BAR—BUFFET IF REQUIRED

Telephone: 652 4668 for further details




The Paint Specialists

OLDHAM MOTOR CO. LTD.

MAIN FORD DEALER

MOUNT PLEASANT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE SINCE 1911
LEES ROAD . OLDHAM
=T TEL.: 061652 2411
Mhur Goss & T G Dg P T G Dg P Greenwood S".
Son Oldham Castleford Stores
“THE MAN'S SHOP” 1 O’BRIEN, C, 1 CLAUGHTON, G. (behind Hill Stores)
o B i b e 2 LUND, S. 2 FENTON, S. '
% Ready to Wear Suits by “Daks”, 3HIEL, D. 3 JOYNER, J. FOR THE BEST IN 2nd-HAND
4 pVaemon and “Sumrie”. 4 WHITTLE, A. 4 NEWTON, R. FURNITURE AT PRICES YOU
e W heeey.. 5 BARTON, E. 5 RICHARDSON, T. CAN AFFORD
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM 6 TREASURE D. 6 JOHNSON, P.
Tel.: 624 2086 7 PATERSON, D. 7 STEVENS, G. :
8 OWEN, G. 8 BENCE, A. HONE S e
9 O’MAHONEY, R. 9 FISHER, A.
10 HICKS, R. 10 DICKINSON, A.
A 11 TAYLOR, I 11 REILLY, M.
YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST 12 ASHCROFT, K. 12 ORR, P.
HILTONS 13 POLLARD, G. 13 LLOYD, G. Seton
14 14
061-624 6110 15 15 Products
188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD Support
113 UNION STREET WEST OLDHAM RLFC
CHOICE FLOWERS Referee: E. Glazebrook (Wigan) Orange By donating our Elastic
ALWAYS! A. T. PARKER F.T. Tomlinson Support Bandages etc.
2 (York) (Widnes) Red

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES

by <.

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM

%‘mmn Lestern & 80

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS
9 UNION STREET OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

Telephone: 624 4301




Hooker Roger O’Mahoney, always a busy defender,‘brings down an
opponent in the match against Warrington, Chris O’Brien our new full

back discovery, is there to cover.

Picture by courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING ‘CHRONICLE.

WE STILL REQUIRE MORE POOLS AGENTS

WHY DON'T YOU BECOME ONE AND HELP THE CLUB IN THE

BEST PRACTICAL WAY?

WE HAVE TWO GREAT POOLS—THE WEEKLY DRAW AND BINGO.

SELLING EITHER QUALIFIES YOU FOR A

FREE SEASON TICKET

GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW

BONUS ON WINS

FREE SOCIAL EVENINGS

CALL AT THE POOLS OFFICE AFTER THE GAME AND ASK FOR

FURTHER DETAILS.

Oldham FC Down the Years

NO. 15 BY TOM WEBB

_ Football was settling down during season 1946-47. Johnny Ring, the man
with the phenominal sidestep, bevame trainer coach in January 1947, Herman
Hilton, one of Oldham’s best home products, died during the season. Member
-ship reached 1,877. The captain was Norman Harmris and seemingly the only
acquisition for the season was George Wood from Barrow. George Gummer
moved to Rochdale Hornets. The club reached the semi-final of the Lancashire
Cup but lost interest in the Challenge Cup at the end of the first round which
was played in two legs, home and away. Griffiths (38 goals) Large (25 tries)
Inglesfield (3 goals and 12 tries), THomas (12 goals and 11 tries ) and Harris
(3 goals and 10 tries) led the scorers.

Johnn{A Ring finished his duties in the November of the 1947-48
season. Membership rose to 2,780. Bill Griffiths left for Rochdale
Hornets at a fee of £100 and Tom Ayres went to Barrow for £300. Irvin
Barraclough joined the club from Featherstone Rovers. Barraclough led
the goal scorers with 32, Griffiths 17 and Spencer 10 coming next.
Inglesfield (21), Large (14) and Mahoney (11) were at the top of the try
scoring chart. The best gate was 17,239 for the New Zealand match and
the takings amounted to £2,083. .

During 1948-49 the average home l‘fate was 8,125 with a membership
of 3,054. The challenfe cup tie with Halifax had an attendance of 18,145
and the receipts of £2,432 set up a new club record. On the wrong side
of the account we lost to Warrington 55-0,-37-0 and 34-12 Stanley Smith
became the trainer-coach with Alec Givvons as ‘‘A’’ team coach, Stan
had %l'ayed for Wakefield and Leeds and had been an international wing
-er. Jim Chalmers (Hawick), Tommy Leyland (St.Helens), John Casey
(Wigan), Ken Ward (Halifax), Les Anthony (Neath), T. Williams (Cross
Keys), R. Batten (Leeds), Frank Daley (Leigh), W.G. Jones (St,Helens)
Shearing (Workington Town), Jim Tynan Leeds), Joe Silva (Llanelli),
Joe Warham (Swinton), J. Sugden (Waterhead), J. Donegan (Widnes St.
Marie’s) and Harold Tomlinson (also Widnes St. Marie’s) joined the club.

Players moving to other clubs were Norman Hargis (Leigh), Joe
Mahoney the Captain (Dewsbury), S.J. Inglesfield (York), Norman Thomp
-son (Dewsbury), Thomas (Leeds), Frost (Whitehaven), V. Kenny
(Swinton) and Jonathan Pilkington (St.Helens).

Total attendances at all first team away games in 1949-50 were
199,187 and home §ames 231,741. The average attendance was 8,500,
the membership 2,652 and a profit of £328 was made. ]

Bryn Goldswain was the captain, taking over after Jim Tynan had
skipperd the first three games, Like Goldswain, Ken Jackson, Arthur
Tomlinson, Jack Keith, Johnny Dean and Albert Fearnley made their
debuts. Charlie Winslade signed but did not make the first team until the
following season. Barraclough (73 goals) Joe Warham (18 tries) and
R. Batten (10 tries) led the scorers, : ]

In 1949-50 Frank Holt the Oldham cricketer was club president,
Arthur Cordwell vice president and Percy Carter treasurer. Other commit
-tee men were F.W.Ashworth, J. Coulthard, T.W. Hurtley, F. Knowles
J.W. Lewthwaite, F, Ridsway, G. Shaw, E. Thomas, R.L. Thomas and
J.S. Parkinson who retire during the year, £

President in 1950-51 was Arthur Cordwell, the well-known swimmer
and water polo player with Percy Cater as acting vice-president. Joe
Coulthard took over as treasurer with Sandy Campbell the former soccer
player, joining the committee. :

Attendances averaged 8,227, Alan Davies and Bernard Ganley made
their debuts in September and March respectively, Goldswain (53 goals),
Bill Ratchford (21 goals and 1 try), Joe Warham (20 tries) and Laurie
Platt (16 tries) scored most points. Terry O’Grady, Frank Stirrup, Ted
Ward (Wigan), Bryn Day, Herbert Goodfellow (Wakefield) and Charlie
Winslade played for the first team for the first time this season. :



WHY NOT? WEVE HEARD ABOUT IT, LET’S TRY IT!

- OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

TOP-LINE DISCO EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
FIRST-CLASS MEALS AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
OPEN TILL 2 AM.

PARTY GROUPS MADE VERY WELCOME
TELEPHONE 061-624 7240
Anyone wishing to book should contact MRS. BOWDEN as early as possible

THERE'S A GOOD AYE, | THINK
CROWD IN OLDHAM
TONIGHT. .. ATTRACTION!

- \--‘\

ITTER

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS

MARCH 30th K.O.7.30

Oldham v Wakefield

FIXTURES 1976-77

FIRST TEAM Mar
1976
Date Opponents Ground F. A.
Aug. 22—Sun.) Ist Round County Apr
Cup—Blackpool (3-00) ..,......... A 10-17
Sept. 5—(Sun.) Widnes (3-00) .... A 20-22
12—(Sun.) Leeds (3-30) ....... H 1018
19—(Sun.) Leigh (3-30) .... LA 13219
26—(Sun.) Wigan (3-30) .......... LH  23-20
Oct. 3—(Sun.) Wakefield T. (3-30) .....A 13-11
10—(Sun.) Barrow (3-30) ....... ..H 33- 01976
15—(Fri.) Castleford 7-30) . ...A 5-11Date
23/24—(Sat./Sun.) Player’s No. Aug
1st Round Batley ....... R 17-9
31—(Sun.) Bradford N. (3-30) ...... H 10-20
Nov. 6/7—(Sat./Sun.) Player’s No. 6
2nd Round—Leigh ...........ccoeee H . 13-280ct.
14—(Sun.) Barrow (2-30) ...... 23-16
21—(Sun.) St. Helens (3-30) 9-20
28— (Sun.) Workington T. (3-30) ..H 1l- 2
Dec. 5—(Sun.) Featherstone R. (2-30) ...A Dec.
12—(Sun.) Featherstone R. (3-30) ..H 5-231977
19—(Sun.) Wigan (3-00) A 0-18Jan.
26—(Sun.) Rochdale H. (3-30) H 14-6
1977
jan. 2—(Sun.) Salford (3-00) ............... 12-33Feb.
9—(Sun.) St. Helens (3-00) ......... 7-17
16—(Sun.) Leigh (3-30) ............. P.P.
23— (Sun.) Workington T. (2-30) ...A 8-23Mar.
30—(Sun.) Wakefield T. (3-30) ...... H
Feb. 6—(Sun.) Hull K.R, (2-45) ............ A 935
12/13—(Sat./Sun.) Challenge Cup 8 Apr.
1st Round, Dewsbury H 7};

20—(Sun.) Hull K.R. (3-30)
27—(Sun.) Warrington (3-30) ..

. 12—(Sat.)

Leeds (3-00) ........ocovnnnnen A

20—(Sun.) Castleford (3-30) ......... H

27-(Sun.) Bradford N.

(3-30) ...... A

3—(Sun.) Salford (3-30) ............... H
8—(G.F.) Rochdale H. (3-00) ......A
17—(Sun.) Warrington (3-00) ......... A
24—(Sun.) Widnes (3-30) ............... H

. 21—(Sat.)

28—(Sat.)
18—(Sat.)
25—(Sat.)

2—(Sat.)

9—(Sat.)
20—(Sat.)
27—(Sat.)
18—(Sat.)

8—(Sat.)
15—(Sat.)
22—(Sat.)

5—(Sat.)
18—(Fri.)
25—(Fri.)
12—(Sat.)
19—(Sat.)
26—(Sat.)

9—(Sat.)

“A’” TEAM

Opponents

Huyton L.S. (3-00) ...... a F. A

Huyton L.S. (3-00) ......
Leigh (3-00)
Wigan (3-00) ...
Swinton (3-00)

Barrow (2-30) ....
St. Helens (3-00)
Workington (2-30)
Wigan (3-00)

St. Helens (3-00) .........
Leigh (3-00) ............
Workington (3-00) ...
Huyton (3-00)

LRSS 15

Warrington (3-00)
Swinton (3-00) ...
Huyton (3-00) ...
Rochdale (3-00) ...

i b

FURNITURE

CARPETS

LITTLEMOOR MILL CARPETS

OFF RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone 620 9866

YOUR OWN LOCAL COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS
PLEASE NOTE
On any purchase over £25 one programme only can be utilised as a £5

voucher.




