: sl e & SR
Test your Rugby League Skiil
1st prize: Free beer for a year- How to enter
a pint a day in the pub of On the photograph, the Rugby Ball has been
your choice. removed. Using your skill and judgement decide the
most likely place the ball would be and mark the

2nd prize: 50 pints of beer
in the pub of your choice.

position with a cross. Whoever places the ball closest
-to where our panel of experts decide it should be will
be judged the winner.

Then fill in your name and address and hand your entry
plus 25 consolation prizes of  in at the bar of your Burtonwood Pub or Club.
a crate of Top Hat! Closing date November 7th 1976. .

RULES

1) One entry per person only.

2) The judges decision is final. Judges will be impartial experts
appointed by Burtonwood Brewery (Forshaws) Ltd.,
hereinafter called the Company.

3) Employees of the company and its agents, or their
relatives are ineligible.

4) All entries become the property of the Company.

5) All entrants must be over eighteen years of age when
they enter.

6) No correspondence will be entered into.

7) “Free beer for a year” means 365 pints of beer servedin the
Burtonwood public house nominated by the winner.

Any beer unclaimed one year after the presentation of the
prize will be forfeit. Pints need not be claimed daily and
may be allowed to accumulate, but such acculmulated
quantities will be sesved in any one session at the
discretion of the landlord

8) The accumulation rule and discretion of the landlord wall
apply to the second prize of 50 free pints of beer also

9) Winners will be notified by post, and results of the
competition will be published in the Competitors Journal.

[ - —

Name_—

Address.

| would like my freebeerat
(Pub or Club)
| have read the rules and agree to abide by them.

Signed S AL U

TODAY'S MATCH BALL
presented by
KILCARE LTD.

Civil Engineering Contractor
Oldham
Tel. 652 0286




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

i : ER
President: H. V. ASHWORTH VC.haernlllal"l. A. \&;AII:XI;LL
: R. HARTLEY ice-Chairman: J.
Treasurer: R b

A. ADLER, ]. BOWDEN, K. BROADBENT, R. HATTON, D. HULME, K. POTTER
Secretary: K. WILKINSON, Tel. 061-624 4865
Promotions Manager: A. TAYLOR, Tel. 061-652 5244
Social Ciub Manageress: Mrs. E. BOWDEN, Tel. 061-624 7240
Coach: J. CHALLINOR Assista;mt Coa?h: K. WILS}({)}S{I
Physiotherapist: F. NEVESEY Assistant Physiotherapist: B. CHU o
Groundsman: W. BUCKLEY Assistant Groundsman: A. WOOLLE

HONOURS

i i / i : - - d 1956-57.

gby gue Championship Play-off winners: 1909-10, 1910-11 an
Ru"bﬁuﬁiae’r:-eup: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22 and 195455,
First Division Champions: 1904-05.
Second Division Champions: 1963-64.

i /i : < - 926-27.

Rugby League Challenge Cup winners: 1898-99, 1924-25, 1

o l%unne%s-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1923-24 and 1925-26. o
Lancashire Cup winners: 1907-08, 1910-11, 1913-14, 1919-20, 1924-25, 1933-34,

- 957-58 and 1958-59.
llkglxsr|6nzz§-l}p?/1908-09, 1911-12, 1918-19, 1921-22, 1954-55, 1966-67 and 1968-69.

i i i - - d 1957-58.
shire Ch onship winners: 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57 an
Lancal‘lsllllt:;eers-ui)?pll908-03, 1910-11, 1911-12, 1919-20, 1923-24 and 1954-55.

David Treasure (No. 7) and Tony Peters combine to bring down a Leeds attacker
while winger Mike Elliott watches on.
Picture by courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

A HOME TIE against Batley in the first round of the Player’s No. 6 Trophy, made
at Salford on Tuesday, is indeed a change of luck after our experiences in the other
knock-out draws so far this season.

The first round Lancashire Forshaw’s Cup defeat at Blackpool was a disaster
in more ways than one, for the cash we received from our share of the takings did
not even meet the wage bill for losing !

In the Floodlit Trophy we were hoping that Barrow might beat Whitehaven.

It is a match we must win in the hope that we get a more attractive home tie
in round two of the televised tournament, for one cannot envisage much of a crowd
under the Recreation Ground floodlights and, of course, there is a lot of expense
involved in taking a side up to west Cumbria.

It was against this back-cloth of ill luck in this year’s cup tournaments that we
waited for Tuesday’s Player’s draw with baited breath.

But we didn’t have to wait long. We were first out of the hat and paired with
Batley — our first home tie in the No. 6 for two years.

A year ago, you will remember, we played Huyton at Alt Park in the first
round and then lost at Salford in round two.

At the time of writing, the exact date for the Batley tie had not been fixed
but it is almost certain to be Sunday, 24th October, with a 3-30 kick-off.

By now you may even have had confirmation of that in the local press.

The Player's No. 6 Trophy this year carries more prize money than ever before.
There is to be a further 13 per cent increase in prize money, which brings the total
up from £22,500 to a record £25,600.

publication of the Centenary brochure. It will be on sale shortly — indeed, it is
hoped to have it from the printers in time to have it on sale today — and is very
good value for money at 50p for 52 pages.

It covers the whole 100 years of the club’s history and there are contributions
by Roger Halstead of the ‘Oldham Evening Chronicle’, Jack McNamara of the
‘Manchester Evening News’, Don Yates and Tom Webb in addition to many pictures
and records of the past.

One of the highlights, in a special section on the Fabulous Fifties, is an article
in which Derek Turner recalls that era in an interview with Roger Halstead.

We believe the brochure, in which ‘Oldham Chronicle’ chief photographer
Edward Woolley has submitted many pictures from his personal collection down
the years, is a must for all Oldham RL fans, both past and present.

It will recall for you some of the most exciting moments in the club’s history.
Please take a copy and mention it to other RL fans, both present and past, who may
not be here today.

Finally, we wish Warren Ryans, our young second-row forward, all good wishes
for a speedy return to full health after his terrible accident in the ‘A’ team last
Saturday.

A dislocated hip is a serious injury and Warren is likely to be out of action for
the rest of the season.

YOU'LL FIND ALL THE OLDHAM LOCAL SPORT

IN DEPTH
IN MONDAY’S

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE




Got you ! The Leeds centre, Neil Hague, is grabbed by his jersey by Oldham stand-off
John Blair as he attempts to make a break in our last home match.
Picture by courtesy of the OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

The following publications are available from the Rugby League:

COACHING WALL CHART: Price £1 plus 15p postage/packing. LAWS OF
THE GAME: Price 10p plus 10p postage/packing. MANUAL OF RUGBY
LEAGUE COACHING: Price 15p plus 10p postage/packing. JOHN PLAYER
RUGBY LEAGUE YEAR BOOK: Price £2:95 plus 40p postage/packing. RUGBY
LEAGUE OFFICIAL GUIDE: Price 50p plus llp postage/packing. RUGBY
CAR STICKER: Price 10p plus 10p postage/packing.

SPORTS HOLDALLS: Price £3:50 plus 70p

postage.

WE STILL REQUIRE MORE POOLS AGENTS

WHY DON'T YOU BECOME ONE AND HELP THE CLUB IN THE
BEST PRACTICAL WAY?

WE HAVE TWO GREAT POOLS—THE WEEKLY DRAW AND BINGO.
SELLING EITHER QUALIFIES YOU FOR A

FREE SEASON TICKET

GENEROUS COMMISSION

FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW

BONUS ON WINS

FREE SOCIAL EVENINGS

CALL AT THE POOLS OFFICE AFTER THE GAME AND ASK FOR
FURTHER DETAILS.

Oldham FC Down the Years

No. 2 — by TOM WEBB

AFTER Oldham FC's remarkable run in the second half of the previous season,
when they won seven out of eight games (the last five being consecutive wins), their
programme for their second season, 1877/78, was greatly improved and they were
opposed by three Yorkshire teams.

Dewsbury believe that their game with Oldham was the first to be played by a
Lancashire club in Yorkshire but, in fact, Oldham's first appearance in the county
of the broad acres was at Wakefield against the Trinity.

The first game of the season was between the 1st XV and the Next XV. Such
clashes were normal in those days and as if to justify their selection the lst XV
won by three goals, five tries, one touchdown, one touch-in-goal and three dead
balls to one touchdown, one dead ball, and one touch-in-goal. The proceeds of the
game — £22 — were handed to the Madras Famine Relief Fund.

The season officially opened on 6th October, 1877, and on that day Oldham
played Wakefield Trinity away while the 2nd XV played the Rest, who numbered 24.
Thus we have over 50 names to hand of the people who comprised the playing
membership of the club in its second year.

In the first team were T. Seville and J. K. Holroyd, backs; W. G. Lloyd and
J. Schofield, three quarters; C. Doody and W. Chadwick, half-backs; A. M. Fletcher
(capt.). J. H. Mellor, J. H. Mallalieu, G. Travis, H. Fletcher, J. B. Cook, J. B. Rye,
P. S. Scott and ]. Fletcher, forwards.

Many years were to elapse before the introduction of the four three-quarter
system.

The second fifteen was represented by T. Taylor and ]. R. Stott, backs; E.
Kempsey and J. Saville, three-quarters; F. Wild and G. Mellor, halves; J. Y. Shaw, A.
Hirst, J. Ogden, H. Sykes, J. C. Beard, A Matthews, D. Jones, C. Barlow and W.
Moore, forwards.

The second team beat the Rest by two goals and seven tries to one try so that,
in spite of their being almost 40 players on the field at once it was still possible to
penetrate defences.

During the season A. M. Fletcher was selected for the Improbables against the
Probables in a Lancashire county trial,

Football was developing in the town and the club played Twenty of the District,
whose players were drawn from Royton, Oldham Rangers, Oldham Hornets, Glodwick
and the 31st Local Rifle Volunteers, who each provided four players.

J. H. Mallalieu came to Oldham from the Broughton Wasps, a team which later
amalgamated with Wellington to become the Broughton club (not the Rangers). The
Wasps, and later Broughton, were famed for their open play and on many occcasions
they brought as many as six Lancashire county players for their clashes with Oldham.

According to the annual report Oldham played 23 games of which 12 were won,
six lost and five drawn. Oldham scored 16 goals, 44 tries and 83 minors, and conceded

4 goals, 7 tries and 42 minors.

HIRE OUR

VICE-PRESIDENTS’ ROOM

for your Private Parties —— Weddings —— Birthdays, etc.
PRIVATE BAR—BUFFET IF REQUIRED

Telephone: 652 4668 for further details
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The Paint Specialists

MOUNT PLEASANT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
LEES ROAD OLDHAM

061-652 3129

OLDHAM MOTOR CO. LTD.

MAIN FORD DEALER
SINCE 1911

TEL.: 061-652 2411

-Arthur Goss &

Son

“THE MAN'S SHOP"
vr Quality Men's Wear by Best
Makers.
¥ Ready to Wear Suits by “Daks”,
“Maenson” and “Sumrie”.

Oldham

MURPHY, M.

ELLIOTT, M.
TREASURE, D.
WAINWRIGHT, A.

Voo NN b wp =

¥ !l'aincoatf' by “Burberry”, LUND, S.
o B BLAIR, J.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM PATERSON, J.
Tel.: 624 2086
HUGHES, W.
TAYLOR. K.
10 TAYLOR, I.
11 WELDING, R.
12 HERBERT, S.
A YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST 13 REYNOLDS, J.

HILTONS 1

061-624 6110

188 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD
113 UNION STREET WEST

Referee:
ALWAYS! (Huddersfield)

A

TG Dg-P

i

P el
S VOOV NN LiphWN -

Wiaa T G Dg P Greenwood St.
gan Stores
FAIRBURN, G. (behind Hill Stores)
HORNBY, J.
g k%%(siHSLIN: J. FOR THE BEST IN 2nd-HAND
S FURNITURE AT PRICES YOU
» W. CAN AFFORD
COYNE, B.
NULTY, J.
DORAN., A. PHONE: 624 3642
ASPINALL, J.
IRVING, R.
BLACKWOOD, R.
GREGORY, B. s
KARALIUS, A.
TAYLOR, A. P edton
15 HOLLINGWORTH, T. ro UCts
Support
OLDHAM RLFC
K. Ashall (Rainhill) Orange By donating our Elastic
R. J. Percival (Culceth) Red Support Bandages etc.

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES
by . . . |
G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.
19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM

Telephone: 624 4301

Yorman Lester & (o

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS
9 UNION STREET OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)
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OUR VISITORS BY DON YATES

OLDHAM hope to brighten up their season this afternoon with a victory over fellow
First Division strugglers Wigan who, like Oldham, have not made the best start to
their League programme. At present they lie in third from bottom spot with only
one victory from their three opening League matches. That victory was an encouraging
one against the talented Widnes outfit but the other two matches resulted in defeat
away to Hull Kingston Rovers and at home to First Division pacemakers Castleford.
That defeat against Castleford was the first match under the guidance of new coach
Vince Karalius whose tremendous reputation will be tested to the full in rebuilding
this Wigan combination.

They come to Watersheddings seeking their fourth successive victory over an
Oldham side who they beat by 24-10 here last season as well as by 16-7 at Central
Park in matches which were, as usual, full of good, open football.

One match between these two sides which contained a high proportion of
excellent, open football was the League clash at Central Park in October 1971.
Oldham had made a rather poor start to the season with only two victories in their
opening nine League matches and exactly a month previously Wigan had won by

- 23-7 at Watersheddings so Wigan could be forgiven for feeling confident. However,

they were without international forwards Eddie Cunningham and Colin Clarke who
were both under suspension so their team lined up as follows: Colin Tyrer; Stuart
Wright, Bill Francis, Dave Hill, Chris Fuller; Steve Burke, Warren Ayres; Brian
Hogan, Terry Hollingsworth, Geoff Fletcher, Bill Ashurst, Denis Ashcroft and Kevin
O’Loughlin. Substitutes: Dave Gandy and Jim Molyneux.

Oldham were at full strength and fielded: Martin Murphy; Mike Elliott, Phil
Larder, Trevor Buckley, Norman Hodgkinson; Cliff Hil, Tommy Davies; Ken
Wilson, Kevin Taylor, Dick Bonsor, Bob Irving, Arthur Daley and Ray Clark.
Substitutes: Tony Scahill (for Buckley) and Jim Reynolds (for Taylor).

Wigan stand-off Steve Burke was making his rugby league debut as ‘A. N. Other’
and received a tremendous amount of publicity which, no doubt, helped to swell the
gate to 6,455 on a cold, damp evening. The spectators who did attend enjoyed a
fine, open game in which debutant Burke was able to cross for a try and so impress
the crowd. Wigan, who led 12-5 at half-time, went on to record a 28-13 victory with
full-back Colin Tyrer leading the assault with a try and five goals. Other Wigan
try scorers were Stuart Wright, Bill Francis, Chris Fuller, Steve Burke and Bill
Ashurst. Oldham’s spirited reply came from Phil Larder (try and two goals), Mike
Elliott and Cliff Hill who each scored a try. Although no one can be wholly satisfied
with a display that ends in defeat, the Oldham performance that evening was very
encouraging and Mike Elliott’s try was the best of the match.

One would hope that this match is just as entertaining, especially as both sides
are desperate for League points in the scramble for higher League placings. Although
there is a long way to go before the relegation issues are imminent, both clubs
cannot be too pleased with the season so far and this afternoon’s winners will be
hoping that success could spark off a climb up the table away from the relegation
zone.

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS
OCTOBER 10th K.O.3.30

Oldham v Barrow

THE FINAL OF THE FORSHAW’S LANCASHIRE CUP
will be played at
CENTRAL PARK, WIGAN
on SATURDAY, 30th OCTOBER, 1976 — Kick off 3 p.m.

Admission prices:
End Stands £1-:00, Centre Stands £1-50
Ground—Adults 60p, OAPs and Juveniles 30p

Brian Batty

RUGBY LEAGUE is celebrating the comeback of one of its greatest characters in
company with soccer who recently laid out the red carpet for the return of George
Best.

Rugby has missed Vince Karalius just as much as soccer has mourned the
absence of Best even though both men could hardly be more opposite in their
sporting outlook.

Best grew up in an atmosphere of soccer hysteria, pampered by Manchester
United and worshipped by as many birds as blokes.

He finally betrayed his vast soccer skills by quitting the game in a sordid blaze
of publicity after a series of affairs with beauty queens had bored the pants off
most true sports fans.

But at 30 he has proved he still has plenty to offer in skills and style even if it
is costing Fulham a minimum of £500 a match.

The last thing that would have motivated Karalius on his return to rugby as
Wigan’s coach is money for he is now reported to be comfortably placed.

If there was one thing Vince preached in his days as a player and has maintained
as a coach it is the very quality Best has lacked — dedication and discipline,

Many was the time in fact when Best was involved in yet another controversy
that I felt it would have done him good to have been pitched into a game of rugby
under the guidance of a man of the Karalius mould.

Karalius collected only modest pickings from rugby league. His greatest rewards
were winning a trip to Australia and trampling his Test rivals as far into the turf as
was humanly possible.

But he never wasted a cent and it seemed fitting that if he had to start up in
business it should lead him into the demulition aspect for he has brought down
plenty of objects in his time.

Karalius will place a heavy emphasis on fitness — he believes the majority of
clubs do not provide elaborate enough equipment — as he attempts to rebuild Wigan.

“It seems strange moving in to Central Park”, he says. “When I was at St.
Helens the greatest thing was to go to Wigan and win.

“It was like a Wembley of its own when we clashed. They are a club with a
great tradition and I just hope I can put them back where they belong.”

2 Bristol Avenue
Ashton-under-Lyne
14th September, 1976

Dear Sir,

I must write and congratulate everybody involved with the ‘new’ style match
programme. For me, it is well worth 10p, especially the very interesting article about
Oldham down the years.

As an avid programme collector it was certair}ly a belting cover, in our coloprs,
and with a very neat glossy finish. Carry on producing this programme, I will certainly
buy one as I have always done.

Wish all the lads good luck this season, and tell them not to be despondent
about early results, remember things always get worse before they get better, so
cheer up you guys, and up the ‘Roughyeds’.

All the best,

Yours faithfully,
COLIN WICKHAM (aged 18%)



WHY NOT? WFE’VE HEARD ABOUT IT, LET’S TRY IT!

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

TOP-LINE DISCO EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
FIRST-CLASS MEALS AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
OPEN TILL 2 AM.

PARTY GROUPS MADE VERY WELCOME
TELEPHONE 061-624 7240

Anyone wishing to book should contact MRS. BOWDEN as early as possible

APPEARANCES AND SCORERS — FIRST TEAM
(charity match not included)

THERE'S A GOOD
CROWD IN OLDHAM
TONIGHT. ..

AYE, | THINK
THE LOCAL
ATTRACTION!

Thebeer that really belongs here. &

A TG DgPts A T G Dg Pts
Murphy, M. ........ A= Barton sl =T B el 3
Elliott, M. ........ 4 3 — — 9 Blair-' ... 3 s R tee 1Y)
Treasure, D;: ... 4 3 — — 9 Wainwright .. 2 1 — — 3
‘Faylor K 72 4 — — — — Jackson .. 2 — — — —
Flanagan, K. 4 — = =i Taylor, I. .. 2 — — — —
Welding, R. 4 — — — — Paterson 2 1 — — 3
Petersivz . sii R Larder ... 1 — 2 — 4
Lund=—u.. 7 e Bl e BrOWIs iinssiizesss 1" = ===
Hughes e e Kear ;. b = —
Ramshaw .... S = Holmes ............ e
Herbert S
LEAGUE MATCHES ONLY — AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
Home 2,220 Away 4,465
FIXTURES 1976-77
FIRST TEAM Mar. 12—(Sat.) Leeds (3-00) .................. A
1976 20—(Sun.) Castleford (3-30) ......... H
Date Opponents Ground F. A. 27—(Sun.) Bradford N. (3-30) ...... A
Aug. 22——(Sun) 1st Round County 3—(Sun.) Salford (3-30) ............... H
Cup—Blackpool (3- 00) A 10-17 8—(G.F.) Rochdale H. (3-00)
Sept. 5—(Sun.) Widnes (3-00) . 11—(E.M.) Hull K.R. (3-30) ...
12—(Sun.) Leeds (3-30) 17—(Sun.) Warrington (3-00) .........
19—(Sun.) Leigh (3-30) 24—(Sun.) Widnes (3-30) ...............
Oct. 3=(Sun3 Whkeheld T,
ct. —(Sun akefie A
10—(Sun.) Barrow (3-30) . L by
15—(Fri.) Castleford 7- 30) .. 1976
23/24—(Sat./Sun.) Player's No. 6 Date OCpponents Ground F A.
1st Round Aug. 21—(Sat.) Huyton L.S. (3-00) - 4
31-—(Sun.) Bradford N. (3-30) ...... H 28—(Sat,) Huyton L.S. (3-00) H 25- 9
Nov. 6/7—(Sat./Sun.) Player’s No. € Sept. 4—(Sat.) Widnes (3-00) .... .... H —
2nd Round 18—(Sat.) Leigh (3-00) ... H 2217
14—(Sun.) Barrow (2-30) ............... A 25—(Sat.) Wigan (3-00) ... A
21—(Sun.) St. Helens (3-30) ......... H Oct. 2—(Sat.) Swinton (3-00) H
28—(Sun.) Workington T. (3-30) ..H 9—(Sat.) Barrow (2-30) ... A
Dec. 5—(Sun.) Featherstone R. (2-30) ...A 15—(Fri.) Widnes (7-30) ... A
12—(Sun.) Featherstone R. (3-30) ...H Nov. 13—(Sat.) Barrow (3-00) .. T
19—(Sun.) Wigan (3-00) ............... A 20—(Sat.) St. Helens (3- 00) AEORE SR\
26—(Sun.) Rochdale H. (3-30) ...... H 27—(Sat.) Workington (2-30) ..,......A
1977 I])9e7c_i 18—Sat.) Wigan (3-00) ............... H
Jan. 2—(Sun.) Salford (3-00) ...............
9—(Sun.) St. Helens (3-00) .. Jan. 8—(Sat.) St. Helens (3-00) H
16—(Sun.) Leigh (3-30) ............... 15—(Sat.) Leigh (3-00) ........ A
23—(Sun.) Workington T. (2-30) 22—(Sat.) Workmg(on (3-00) H
30—(Sun.) Wakefield T. (3 30) Feb. 5—{(Sat.) Huyton (3-00) ..,.. H
Feb. 6—(Sun.) Hull K.R. (2-45) ............ 18—(Fri.) Warrington_ (7-30) A
12/13—(Sat./Sun.) Challenge Cup 25—(Fri.) Rochdale (7-30) .. A
1st Round Mar. 12—(Sat.) Warrington (3-00) ........H
20— Sun.) Warrington (3-30) ......... H 19—(Sat.) Swinton (3-00) ..... A
26/27—(Sat./Sun.) Challenge Cup 26—(Sat.) Huyton (3-00) ..... LA
2nd Round Apr. 9—(Sat.) Rochdale (3-00) ............ H
FURNITURE CARPETS

LITTLEMOOR MILL CARPETS

OFF RIPPONDEN ROAD, OLDHAM
Telephone 620 9866

YOUR OWN LOCAL COMPLETE HOUSE FURNISHERS

PLEASE NOTE

On any purchase over £25 one programme only can be utilised as a £5

voucher.




