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Oldham

MURPHY, M,

ELLIOTT, M.
LARDER, P.
BARTON, E.
LUND, S

TREASURE, D.
PATERSON, J.

HUGHES, B.
TAYLOR. K.
OWEN, G.
KEAR, R.
FLANAGAN, K.
BROWN, D.

14 BLAIR, J.
15 HERBERT, S

Referee:
P. GERAGHTY (York)
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OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH

Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the
Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop,
on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days after the game
to “Man of the Match” The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham.
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The Man of the Match
FEATHERSTONE

Featherstone

BOX, H

DYAS, D.
COVENTRY, P.
QUINN, 8.
KELLETT, K.

NEWLOVE, J.
BANNER, P.

THOMPSON, J,
BRIDGES, K.
FARRAR, V.
GIBBINS, M.
SMITH, P.
BELL, K.

SMITH, M.
STONE, C.

E. Glazebrook (Wigan) Red
T. A.Rynn (Wigan) Orange

OLDHAM PLAYER OF YEAR

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over
the whole season will become
Oldhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and
the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote.

xx Only voting slips from the
Oldham programme will be accepted
—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH
v ST. HELENS _

Printed by Neil Simmonds, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale

TODAY'S MATCH BALL
presented by

JABIR CONSTRUCTION
LTD.

368 Ashton Road, Oldham
Tel. 061-624 1071




People like you
are changing
toN°6

5Player’s :

vouchers
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EVERY PACKET
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

TODAY we welcome to Water-
sheddings the Rovers of Post Office
Road—and what a tremendous season
they are having as they go hell bent for
the First Division title after the dis-
appointment of losing to Widnes in
the semi-final of the Challenge Cup.

In many ways Featherstone set an
example that most clubs could do well
to follow. There seems to be an end-
less supply line of talent coming
through at Post Office Road and while
one accepts that Featherstone are in
the middle of a hot-bed of amateur
R.L. these things don't just happen
—they are made to happen.

Excuse us asking . . . but have we
really done something to upset the
powers-that-be up in the heavens?

It seems that we are hardly ever
blessed with a decent day for our
home games—and the fixture against
St. Helens was very much a case in
point,

The match was fogged off in Decem-
ber at half-time and could quite easily
have suffered a similar fate when it
was replayed on Wednesday of last
week. It was yet another horrible day
with the result that the crowd was
considerably less than 2,000,

This is tragic because it was merely
the latest of a long line of such days
for our home games and it means that
we are attempting to run a First
Division club on Second Division
gates.

Let us hope that the gods are more
in our favour today, for if the weather
is kind we ought to get some decent
support for a match of this nature.
The same applies, too, to next Sun-
day’'s home game with Bradford
Northern—one of the best supported
teams away from home in the Rugby
League,

Sandwiched between we have the
visit of Warrington next Wednesday
night.

It means that in the space of 13
days we will have played five matches,
What a task that is! And with our
First Division status firmly on the line
in the bargain!

Actually, today's game was arranged
for us by the executive committee of
the Northern Rugby League—one of
several outstanding games arranged by
the League in a bid to stop disputes
between clubs which would otherwise
be inevitable in the annual, end-of-
season fixture glut,

It was down to be played last Sun-
day but Rovers, of course, were in the
semi-final of the Challenge Cup.

The executive committee was left,
in their deliberations, to ask us to
play the Rovers today or ask Hull
K.R. to travel to Post Office Road.

As Hull K.R. had a match at Sal-
ford on Friday they opted for the
lesser of two evils, giving us one home
game and one away game in three days
—at Castleford on Friday—rather than
asking Hull K.R. to play two away
matches in the same three-day period.

It all means that, starting today, we
have three home games in eight days.
Warrington provide attractive oppo-
sition next Wednesday night and
Bradford are here next Sunday.

The Northern game will be of double
importance to us because, like us, they
are struggling to escape the drop into
Division Two—a relegation that for
any club in these hard times could
only be described as disastrous,

As things stand at present Dewsbury
look firm favourites to join Swinton,
Keighley and Huddersfield in the
Second Division next season.

But as we have pointed out pre-
viously the fact that so many teams
have to play so many matches in such
a short period of time means that
surprise results are more likely to
happen than at any time in the season.

It behoves us, therefore, not to rely
on Dewsbury coming unstuck but to
make things safe for ourselves by
picking up wins—and points.

Finally, as the end of the season
nears, may. we appeal to all our fans
to support us in the final run-in. The
summer break will soon be upon us
and in our remaining home matches
we really do need the revenue from
the sort of gates one would normally
associate with a First Division outfit,




Brian Batty

RUGBY League has lost another
devoted and popular official this year
with the sudden death of Wilf Spaven.

The burly, jovial figure of the Hull
K.R. chairman will be missed through-
out a sport to which he gave tremen-
dous dedication.

It was hard to believe that Wilf
was actually based on Humberside
because he spent so mucvh time travel-
ling on behalf of the game he loved.

It was nothing for him to make the
trip across to either Lancashire or
Cumbria as many as two and three
times a week on official League busi-
ness whatever the weather,

I find it both sad and ironmic that
after 27 years on the board of Hull
K.R., that he should depart with the
motorway reaching almost to Hull's
doorstep.

As the second longest serving mem-
ber of the Council he was chairman
in 1962-63. He was current chairman
of the disciplinary committee, chair-
man of the international committee
and the Great Britain selectors.

He sprang to international promi-
nence when he was chosen to manage
the Great Britain team in three Tests
against New Zealand in 1965.

The following year he managed a
Great Britain team to Australia and
New Zealand and his popularity was
as.lhigh in those countries as on home
soil,

The most rewarding spell as man-
ager came in 1972 when Great Britain
regained the World Cup in France at
two memorable clashes with Australia.

His coach was Jim Challinor, the
former Great Britain centre, who was
also to tour Australia and New
Zealand as a player and then assistant
manager.

They struck a friendly and success-
ful partnership. I remember on the
plane returning from France with the
trophy, Jim paying tribute to his
manager.

“I was delighted with the way we
got on”, said Jim, “Wilf allowed me to
get on with the job and never inter-
fered. It was true to say we never
had a wrong word.”

1 think that last sentence aptly sums
up perfectly Wilf Spaven for so many
people who knew him so well and
mourn his death,

- OLDHAM MOTOR CO. LTD.

MAIN FORD DEALER
SINCE 1911

TEL.: 061-652 2411

\WEATHERSEAL

&> A true luxury conversion

WEATHERSEAL WINDOWS LTD.

TURNER STREET, LEES, OLDHAM:
Telephone: 061624 3005 /6999

STILL THE GREATEST NAME IN DOUBLE GLAZING!

MAN IN THE MIDDLE

PETER GERAGHTY (Born 12-6-1928). Height: 5ft. 10ins.; Weight: 12st. 7lbs;

Hobbies: Reading, Amateur Rugby League; Occupation: Reproduction Manager with

a printing company. Married with six children. Passed Referees’ Exam. in 1957 and

had become a Grade 1 referee by 1963. Honours include numerous County Matches,

Lancashire Cup Final, 1974 Championship Final and the 1975 Wembley Cup Final
between Warrington and Widnes.

Arthur Goss &
Son

"THE MAN'S SHOP"
Yz Quality Men's Wear by Best
Makers

"Maenson” and “Sumrie”
¥r Raincoats by “Burberry”.
“Driway”

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM
Tel.: 624 2086

¥r Ready to Wear Suits:‘by “Daks"’,

Greenwood St.

Stores
(behind Hill Stores)

FOR THE BEST IN 2nd-HAND
FURNITURE AT PRICES YOU
CAN AFFORD

PHONE: 624 3642




A picture that really depicts how bad the conditions were for the visit
of St. Helens on Wednesday of last week. Mist and mud made it a

photographer’s nightmare . . . but the Oldham man in possession,
falling to a two-man tackle, is forward Jimmy Reynolds.

Picture by courtesy of the EVENING CHRONICLE

TRAVEL AS THE TEAM DOES

by ..

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

19 UNION STREET WEST — OLDHAM
Telephone: 624 4301

/

OUR VISITORS e convam

THIS afternoon Oldham welcome to
Watersheddings the talented and suc-
cessful Featherstone Rovers side who
seem poised to achieve their season-
long ambition of winning the First
Division championship with a refresh-
ing brand of football which has seen
them climb three points clear of their
closest rivals.

They already hold one decision over
Oldham, having soundly defeated the
Roughyeds at Post Office Road last
September to the tune of 27 points to
5. Should they win today, therefore,
they will become the fourth side this
season to have completed the “double”
over Oldham, the other three clubs
being Wigan, Leeds and Huddersfield.
Rovers have not beaten Oldham home
and away in one season since 1968-69
when they won here 24-22 and at
Featherstone by 23-12, Oldham, on the
other hand, scored a double victory
over Rovers on the last occasion that
they met in First Division matches
during their relegation season in
1973-74. At Watersheddings, Oldham
scraped a 14-12 victory, but over at
Post Office Road - the scoreline was
more clear cut at 19-10 in Oldham'’s
favour.

Featherstone’s last victory on this
pitch was in October, 1971, when they
pulled off an exciting 21-17 win before
a crowd of 1,745. The star of that
Featherstone victory was substitute
forward Alan Rhodes who came on
for Keith Bridges and scored two of
Rovers' five tries, the other three
coming from Mick Smith, John New-
love and Keith Bridges. Veteran full-
back Cyril Kellett landed three goals
for Featherstone whilst Oldham’s
points came from a try and four goals
scored by Phil Larder and other tries
from Norman Hodgkinson and Bob
Irving. There have been many changes
in the playing personnel of both clubs
since that match four and a half years
ago and it is interesting to note the
teams who were on duty that after-
noon:

Oldham: Martin Murphy; Mike
Elliott, Phil Larder, Trevor Buckley,
Norman Hodgkinson; Alan Kellett,
Cliff Sayer; Ken Wilson, Kevin Taylor,
Dick Bonser, Bob Irving, John Alchin
and Ray Clark. Substitutes: Tony
Scahill (for Sayer) and Bill Churm (for
Hodgkinson).

Featherstone Rovers: Cyril Kellett;
Dave Hartley, Mick Smith, John New-
love, Paul Coventry; Mel Mason, Terry
Hudson; Les Tonks, Keith Bridges,
Vince Farrar, Arnie Morgan, Dick
Stone and Colin Smith. Substitutes:
Steve Nash (for Hudson) and Alan
Rhodes (for Bridges).

Only Kevin Taylor remains from
that Oldham pack and Murphy, Elliott
and Larder in the backs whilst many
of the Featherstone side have moved
to other clubs. Terry Hudson and Les
Tonks were here last month with
Wakefield and substitute back Steve
Nash now displays his many talents in
Salford’s all-star back division.

Featherstone's rebulit side have had
a tremendous season and are heading
for their very first championship suc-
cess, They were championship runners-
up way back in 1927-28 but this season
they seem poised to lift the First
Division Trophy. Although the title
run-in promises to be a close fought
and exciting affair, Rovers must be
confident of eventual success for they
have lost only five League matches all
season and have scored impressive
double victories over Swinton, Keigh-
ley, Huddersfield, Dewsbury, Warring-
ton and Widnes.

It will certainly be a difficult after-
noon for Oldham, especially if the
Rovers find the sort of form which
led to the 33-7 hammering of Leeds
in the Challenge Cup quarter-final. But
that match was over in Yorkshire
whilst today’s game is on this side of
the Pennines where Rovers have
already met with defeat four times
this season, Oldham will be determined
to make it five by the end of this
afternoon.




FOR BEER AT ITS BEST

EILEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT
THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE

PRINTERS ARMS

OLDHAM ROAD

DENSHAW

Telephone: Saddleworth 4248

(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD.

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS

Imported Softwoods —
Mouldings: Doors: Dowels —

Hardwoods

Stockists of “Weyroc" and Interwoven Fencing.

Plywoods — Formica

SAWING, PLANING & MOULDING MILLS

TIMBER ROT-PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT
SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS —— ASHTON ROAD —— OLDHAM

Telephone: 061652 7421
also- branch at Glebelands Road, Sale. Tel.: 061-969 7543

The

SPORTS FINAL

for all local sport

Horman Lester & (o

ESTATE AGENTS & VALUERS

9 UNION STREET

OLDHAM

Telephone: 061620 2235/6 (Evenings Saddleworth 2794)

SUPPORTERS' CLUB 35. Tust the Job .uswsdesssens 14397

GRAND NATIONAL DRAW 36. - MOONEALE  .iisiisiisassissinisiia 07920
1. Red Rum .......cccoeciiiinnrinens 37. Mr. Midland ......coviienen 04971
2. Barona .........ceseee. 38, Pakie i niabaniaiisiasaniisie 14525
3. Jolly’'s Clump 39, Straight Vulgan ............ 03615
4. Money Market 40. Tudor View .......cccccvnnnns 04822
5 41.: ZimUIALOR e« stessssioredbasiines 01530
6. Prolan ¥ . b...iicusbi-dnssesscs 42. Boom Docker ... .. 01799
7. 43. Indian Diva .... 01404
8. Golden Rapper ........... 05341 44, Sandwilan .... .. 14962
9. Rag ‘Trade: .uunivusiai 03866 45. Huperade ........... .. 02511
10 TOERATION . woieinaasnmmadii 00965 46. Ormonde Tudor .. 00911
11. Ceol-na-Mara ..........c..e 03069 47. Thomond .... 01751
12. Eyecatcher ..........cccersersees 01420 48. Ball Hopper .... 01718
13. Pelegro ............. .. 01471 49. Bramblestown 03405
14. Spanish Steps ... 01557 50. Hidden Value ..... % 00425
15. Churchtown Boy 01360
{g gighwa View (l)gg%g LANCASHIRE RUGBY LEAGUE

. Otter Way

18, Credit Call 00435 COMBINATION
19. The dDikler 08685 Combination Table
20. Meridan II 02123 ompiled u and including Sat.,
21. Notification 07240  COmP R h“;w S
22. Roman Bar ... 01414 7t —
23. Spittin Image 00894 P.W:D. L, B. A Pt
24. Vulgan Town .. 01097 St. Helens ... 17 15 1 1 357 139 31
25. Ballybright ......cccocevvivenens 08421 Wigan ... 18 14 0 4 325 244 28
26, Black FUdor: -...oeessencoass 07787 RochdaleH. 18 12 1 5 222 152 25
27—~ Colondine - ~masvsrirenisivee. Warrington -. 19 10 1 8 295 224 21
LT 511 VT o) RN Oldham ........ 16 10 0 6 221 170 20
29. Glanford Brig Widnes ........ 15 6 2 7 161 193 14
30 High Ken s Barrow ........ 17 5 1 11 163 254 11
31. Kilmore Boy Teigh' .5ivst 18 4 2 12 261 321 10
32. Merry Maker ... Swinton ... 17 5 0 12 192 273 10
33. Nereo .......... Salford ........ 17 5 0 12 150 257 10
7 Bed 1y o] (BRI e e S Huyton ... 12 2 010 125 245 4
HIRE OUR

VICE-PRESIDENTS’ ROOM

for your Private Parties —— Weddings — Birthdays, etc.

PRIVATE BAR—BUFFET IF REQUIRED

Telephone: 652 4668 for further details




Why Not? We’'ve Heard About it, Let’s Try it!

OLDHAM RUGBY SOCIAL CLUB

Top-Line Cabaret every Friday and Saturday — First-Class Meals at very

competitive prices — Open till 2 a.m.

Party Groups made very welcome

Telephone: 061-624 0365

The Pools Office is opsn before and after the match

WHY NOT BECOME A POOLS AGENT?

for either the

Great Perma Pool or £1000 Bingo

v¢ GENEROUS COMMISSION
% A FREE SEASON TICKET +%

ve FREE WEEKLY AGENTS’ DRAW %
To:
ALAN TAYLOR, THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

| would like further details of becoming a POOLS AGENT. | am over 18
years of age. | understand that | am under no obligation.

Name

Address ...

OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watersheddings, Oldham)

President: H. V. ASHWORTH Chairman: A.” WALKER

Vice-Chairman: J. HALL Treasurer: R. HARTLEY
Committee:

A. ADLER, J. BOWDEN, K. BROADBENT, R. HATTON, D. HULME, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON Promotions Manager: A, TAYLOR
Coach: J. CHALLINOR Assistant Coach: K. WILSON
Physiotherapist: S. TAYLOR Assistant Physiotherapist: B. CHURM
Groundsman: W, BUCKLEY Assistant Groundsman: A, WOOLEY

FIXTURES 1975-76

1975 F. A. 1975

Aug, 10—Rochdale (Law Cup) ...... A 29- 2 Aug. 30—Swinton (Lancs. Shield)...A 12- 7
17—Warrington .........cceevieenees A — Sept. 6—Swinton (Lancs. Shield) ...H 29-10
24—Keighley  .......ccevievnnnnnen H 13-12 20—Wigan  ..... A -
31—St. Helens (Lancs. Cup) ...H 17-19 Oct. 4—Swinton H

Sept. 7—Featherstone .................. A 5-27 18—Warrington H
14—Lancashire Cup—round 2 — 25—Leigh ..., H 38-17
WM 3oscisliie vinnasnsmuanonss H 10-24 Nov. 14—Salford . A
28—Player’s No. 6—Huyton A 17- 8 29—Rochdale A

Oct. 5—Keighley ..... A 17- 8 Dec. 6—Salford H
12—Huddersfield H 17-28 13—St. Helens A
18—Leeds ........ A 15-18 20—Huyton ..... ..H
26—Wakefield A 23-18 27—Barrow .H

Nov. 2—Dewsbury H 15- 6 1976
9—Players’ No. 6—round 2 10-37 Jan. 10—Swinton A
16—Salford ...... H 14-19 23—Widnes A
22—Huddersfield A 11-12 31—Rochdale H
30—Leeds ......... H — Feb. 7—St. Helens .. H

Dec. 21—Bradford A 20-14 2]—Wigan ........ H
26—Swinton .. H 25- 5 Mar. 5—Warrington A

Jan. 1—Salford .. A 8- 8 IJ—Leigb ..... H
4—Castleford .. H 6- 8 20—Widnes ..... H
11—Hull K.R. ... H 10- 3 27—Barrow  ............ ey N
18-—Dewsbury A 16- 4 Apr. 3—HUyton ........c.ccc.eeieenens
25—Widnes ...... H P.

Feb., 8—St. Helens A 8- 7
21—Wigan ........ A 7-16

Mar. 7—Wakefield H 5-10
30—Warrington (7-30 p.m.) ...A

Apr. 2—Castleford (7-30 p.m.) ...A

4—Featherstone (3-30 p.m.) ...H
7—Warrington (7-30 p.m.) ...H
11—Bradford N. (3-30 p.m.) ...H
16—Hull K.R. (2-45 p.m A
19—Swinton (3-00 p.m.) ......... A
25—Widnes (3-30 p.m.) ......... H

Home or away you're on a winner
with DIAL-A-CAR 633 2101
Matching Cars and Mini Coaches
for the larger parties 624 1159
Day and Night 24-hour Service

633 2101

121 YORKSHIRE STREET, OLDHAM A i
Weddings a Speciality — Contract
Telephone: 633 2101 Work

DIAL-A-CAR




Oldham

MURPHY, M,

ELLIOTT, M.
LARDER, P.
BARTON, E.
LUND, S

TREASURE, D.
PATERSON, J.

HUGHES, B.
TAYLOR. K.
OWEN, G.
KEAR, R.
FLANAGAN, K.
BROWN, D.

14 BLAIR, J.
15 HERBERT, S

Referee:
P. GERAGHTY (York)

Sunday 4th April
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Featherstone

BOX, H.

DYAS, D.
COVENTRY, P.
QUINN, S.
KELLETT, K.

NEWLOVE, J.
BANNER, P.

THOMPSON, J,
BRIDGES, K.
FARRAR, V.
GIBBINS, M.
SMITH, P.
BELL, K.

SMITH, M.
STONE, C.

E. Glazebrook (Wigan) Red
T. A.Rynn (Wigan) Orange
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The Pools Office is open before and after the match
WHY NOT BECOME A POOLS AGENT?

for either the

Great Perma Pool or £1000 Bingo

Y¢r GENEROUS COMMISSION +¢
s A FREE SEASON TICKET ¢

s FREE WEEKLY AGENTS’ DRAW ¢
To:

ALAN TAYLOR, THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

| would like further details of becoming a POOLS AGENT. | am over 18
years of age. | understand that | am under no obligation.

Name

Address ...




