Oldham -,

MURPHY, M,

ELLIOTT, M.
LARDER, P.
BLAIR, J.
BARTON, E.

TREASURE, D. (-
BROWN, R.

ASHCROFT K.
TAYLOR K.
WELDING, R.
HALL, F.
HERBERT S. ! ¢
FARRELL, J.

BOTTOM, S.
HUGHES, B.

Referee:
R.I. Haigh (Bradford)

—
OV NN LrhwNh -

[ i G
wnbH WK -

Barrow /¢

O’BRIEN, K.

CLEGG, P.
KNIGHT, K.
HILL, E.
OXLEY. G.

McCONNELL, R. ¢~
JONES, F.

NEW, J.

WOOD, A -
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HOGAN, P.

ELKIN, D.
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J. A. Unsworth (St. Helens) Red
F. J. Tomlinson (Widnes) Orange

OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH

Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the
Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop,
on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days after the game
to “Man of the Match” The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham.

The Man of the Match
BARROWI

OLDHAM PLAYER OF YEAR

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over
the whole season will become
Oldhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and
the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote.

xx Only voting slips from the
Oldham programme will be accepted
—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH

v LEIGH
F. HALL

Printed by Neil Simmonds, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale
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TODAY'S MATCH BALL
presented by

GIBSON CONVEYORS
Mechanical Handling

Haybottom Mill
Greenfield

Saddleworth 3025

OLDHAM

FRED HALL has been one of our most consistent forwards during our promotion
season. And he is seen here, captured by an EVENING CHRONICLE photographer,
diving over the Leigh line in the recent win against the boys from Hilton Park.

(Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.)




J. M. KERSHAW

(JOINERS & BUILDERS) LTD

Members of The Master Builders Federation

Offices: LITTLEBANK STREET

OLDHAM
Telephone 061-652 2499
Works: TAURUS STREET OLDHAM

PARAMOUNT PACKING CASE
MAKERS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR PALLET REQUIREMENTS

WHITFIELD MILL - MILLFOLD - WHITWORTH - ROCHDALE

Telephone Whitworth 3326

B

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

IT’S a time for congratulations at
Watersheddings today.

® CONGRATULATIONS ... to our
side, and all the players who have per-
formed so well in it, for clinching pro-
motion to the First Division with their
win at Batley two weeks ago.

® CONGRATLUATIONS ... to our
coach Jim Challinor who, in his first
season with us, has done such a lot to
put the pride and the purpose back into
the Oldham side.

® CONGRATULATIONS ... to
Mike Elliott and David Treasure who
will shortly appear in a Welsh trial at
Bradford as they seek the trip of a
lifetime to Australia for the World
Championship series this summer.

Uppermost in all our minds today,
of course, is the fact that we are signing
off our Watersheddings programme in
the Second Division.

Next season, always providing the
Rugby League doesn’t do an about-turn
and go back to a one-division fixture
arrangement, we shall have the cream
of the clubs coming here regularly.

WE WILL BE BACK WHERE WE
BELONG — IN THE FIRST DIVISION
OF THE RUGBY FOOTBALL
LEAGUE!

The lads who have put us there, with-
out any shadow of doubt, are the
players who have striven so hard,
worked so well, and battled so cour-
ageously since the season started with
the visit of Blackpool to Watershed-
dings way back last August.

In no way has it been easy. From
the word go Jim Challinor insisted on
a tremendously high work rate. The
players responded superbly, after a
sticky patch of three consecutive
defeats in November, and as of now
can boast the best defensive record in
either of the two divisions.

Not that attacking play has been
neglected. In many matches the side
has entertained us superbly. But work-
ing on the theory that you don't get

anywhere in this life without a lot of
effort, we believe we can rightly claim
to be a very hard side to beat ... even
among the top dogs.

Ask Rochdale ... ask Widnes. No
side can treat us lightly. And we be-
lieve that in 12 months we have come
a very long way indeed.

THAT'S WHY WE HOPE YOU
WILL RESPOND IN THE BEST POS-
SIBLE WAY TODAY TO GIVE OUR
PLAYERS THE RECOGNITION
THEY SO RICHLY DESERVE.

It is their first home appearance
since promotion was assured — and it
is also the last of the season unless we
are fortunate enough to be drawn at
home in the Premiership play-off com-
petition.

What better time to let our players
know how much we have appreciated
their efforts during the season and
how much we wish them well when
the new First Division competition
starts next August.

No one knows better than the club
itself what a lot of hard work has gone
into the promotion battle and just how
much the players deserve your recog-
nition.

To that end we have tried to make
today’s game something of an occasion.

The Mayor of Oldham, Councillor
Ellen Brierley, has been invited to
attend along with the chairman of
Greater Manchester Council, Councillor
T. George Harrison.

We extend an official welcome to
them both and, if weather permits, we
will introduce them to the Oldham
players before the kick-off.

The rest is up to you. The players
have given their everything this season
in the cause of promotion. They have
achieved what they set out to do. Let’s
give them a real Oldham-type send-off
to the First Division.




THE

SPORT FINAL

FOR ALL LOCAL SPORT

JACK BOWDEN

EXCAVATING = PLANT HIRE
DEMOLITION, DISMANTLING ENGR

I EES RD, OLDHAM Tel: 061-624 0365

AID CONSULTANTS

Can you calculate 8% VAT in your head?

We can supply the answer in seconds, with
TOSHIBA, TOTALIA, MELCOR, REMINGTON, ADLER
OLYPMIA, SUMMIT, ANITA AND LAGO CALCULATORS

Bamford Street Works, Rochdale
Telephones: Rochdale 38974 or 061-624 1628

e i T

Griinhalle
Lager
Wrewed inthe Bavarian Way




CAKE BAKERIES LTD.
ASHTON ROAD - OLDHAM

QUALITY CAKES
SPECIALISTS IN SLAB CAKE, FAMILY CAKES & SWISS ROLLS
Telex. : 668738

Tel. 061-633 1181 Telegrams : Parkona

ARTHUR GOSS & SON

“THE MAN’S SHOP”

QUALITY MEN'S WEAR BY THE BEST MAKERS

READY TO WEAR SUITS BY ‘DAKS’, 'MAENSON’, & ‘SUMRIE’
RAINCOATS BY ‘BURBERRY’, ‘DRIWAY’, & ‘NICHOLSON'
CLUB COLOURS A SPECIALITY

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM — Tel.: MAI 2086

* % o %

wewii TAGISLE
ALL YOUR PLUMBING PROBLEMS TRY
TO SOLVE YOUR HEATING PROBLEMS
AND MAKE YOUR NEW BATHROOM OUR (5 (O A L

e Yov' LOOSE ARM

TO GIVE US A RING AT

061-652 4005 K. TAYLOR

FOR BEER AT ITS BEST

EILEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT
THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE
OLDHAM ROAD
DENSHAW

PRINTERS ARMS ==y

(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)

AS this could be our last home match
of the season—though one hopes we
will be lucky enough to get a home
game in the forthcoming Premiership
play-off competition—it is an oppor-
tune time for me to reflect on my first
season at Watersheddings.

There have been disappointments, of
course, and the big one was the defeat
by Widnes in the third round of the
Challenge Cup. But overall there has
been plenty of reason for satisfaction,
too. I have thoroughly enjoyed the
season and I look forward eagerly to
next term in the First Division.

I have talked about promotion often
enough in the past. Suffice now for me
to pass on my personal congratulations
to all the players and add that, within
their limitations, they have done a
really splendid job. I had better not
praise them too much otherwise it
might go to their heads!

On second thoughts, though, they
have had their feet firmly on the
ground for most of the season and
they know only too well just how
demanding next season will be.

At this stage it would be remiss of
me not to hand out a personal thank-
you to everyone, from the men at the
top to the keen supporters on the ter-
races, who have helped the team along
during the long, hard season since last
August.

I would particularly like to thank the
club officials and a splendid back-room
team composed of Ken Wilson, Dennis
Wright, Jim McCormack and Kevin
Wilkinson.

They are the men behind the scenes
who don't receive much in the way of
praise or publicity but who perform
invaluable tasks week in and week out.
Without them, and the contributions
they make, the wheels just wouldn’t go
round.

Others who spring to mind are the
pavilion staff, Brian Churm and George
Shaw, who have helped in many ways,
Joe Buckley, who always works hard

to ensure that the players are well shod
when they go out on to the field, and
Mick Bloor, who voluntarily stepped
into the breach when kit-man Jimmy
Howarth was laid low by illness.

If I have missed anyone out my
apologies are extended. Perhaps it is
just better to say THANK YOU to
one and all.

Throughout the season I have found
the players a hard-working bunch and
easy to get along with ... but we
musn’t forget that there still lies ahead
of us the chance of finishing the season
o?f top note with success in the play-
off.
The postponement of the Hull game
last week was, to some extent, a bless-
ing in disguise. For we faced a three-
week lay-off before the first round of
the Premiership and that sort of delay
is no good to any side.

The rearrangement of the Hull
match for Sunday, 20th April, now
gives us that little bit of time to clear
up one or two injuries which have
troubled us in the last week or two.

The fact that the top 12 First Divi-
sion teams and the four promoted sides
will be paired by means of a straight
draw has not gone down too well in
some quarters.

But it was a decision of the R.L.
Council — 16 votes to eight — last
August, and that is what should be
remembered.

I cannot see the sense in going
through the motions of making a deci-
sion of this nature at the start of the
season and then trying to change it at
such a late stagze.

It suits us, of course, and I believe we
stand a very good chance of making
progress, particularly if the draw
favours us and we get the first-round
tie at Watersheddings.

All that is in the lap of the Gods. We
probably won't know who we play until
the promotion and relegation issues are
settled and the last First Division games
are completed in two weeks' time..




OUR VISITORS oo

This season has been a rather un-
happy one for Barrow and their sup-
porters. They lie at present in eighth
position in the Second Division table
with a playing record that reads 11
wins, 2 draws and 11 defeats. Their
record in cup football is even worse
for they have not won a single cup-tie
all season. During this campaign Bar-
row have scored only one double league
victory and that was over Doncaster
who were beaten 25-10 away and 22-5
at home. Barrow themselves have only
suffered one double defeat and that was
against Huddersfield who won 6-3 at
Fartown and 19-10 up at Barrow. Bar-
row’s other Championship fixtures have
followed the familiar pattern of home
wins and away defeats. Apart from
those double victories and defeats the
only other time that Barrow have won
away was at Leigh by 20 points to 8 but
even then Leigh had previously won
8-5 up at Craven Park.

Leigh also won at Barrow in the
Lancashire Cup when Colin Tyrer made
his debut for the Furnessmen. It was
not a happy debut, the Leigh pack saw
to that, and Barrow eventually lost
31-10. There was a better showing in
the Floodlit Cup when Widnes were
met in a two-legged tie. The first leg
was at Widnes who at that time were
unbeaten but Barrow certainly gave
them a fright by holding them to 15-13.
Despite this good showing the second
leg only drew a crowd of 870 to Craven
Park. In this match Barrow held the
tough Widnes pack but their backs
proved too good and the Chemics were
able to pull off an 8-3 victory.

The Player’s Trophy brought another
disappointment in the shape of a 14-5
home defeat at the hands of York. The
Challenge Cup brought about a couple
of “derby” clashes with Workington
Town for the first match ended in a
5-5 draw. Barrow scored the only try
of the match through Keith Knight but
Workington were kept in the game by
the goal kicking of Iain MacCorquo-
dale whose two penalties and drop goal
made up the Workington score. Barrow
missed Colin Tyrer who was absent in-
jured and they missed his goal kicking
but in the replay Workington made no
mistake by winning 14-3.

This afternoon Barrow visit_Water-
sheddings hoping to complete a league
double for they have already beaten
Oldham 10-0 earlier in the season. If
they are successful, then it will be their

first double over Oldham since season
1969-70 when they won 13-12 at Water-

sheddings and 26-19 at Barrow. But
victory for Barrow is not at all certain
for on their last visit to this ground
in March, 1973, they were well beaten
37-6 in a match watched by a crowd of
2,567. The scorers for Oldham, who
led 21-0 at half-time, were: Phil Larder,
3 tries and 3 goals, Tony Wainwright,
2 tries, Bob Irving, 2 tries, Mike Elliott
try, Chris O'Brien try, plus two goals
from Geoff Worrell. Both Barrow tries
were scored by Alan Whittle who is
now with Warrington.

Oldham’s supporters would be de-
lighted with a similar scoreline this
afternoon in the final Second Division
match to be played at Watersheddings
for at least 16 months and, we hope,

for a much longer period of time than

that.
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win a

s Welsh trial at Odsal to
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Pictures by courtesy of the EVENING CHRONICLE.

Aussie bound? All at Watersheddings are keeping their fingers crossed that Mike
place in the World Championship party.

Elliott and David Treasure do sufficient in Tuesda’



Dates for your diary

THE 1975 PREMIERSHIP

The Rugby League this season launches a new style end of season competition.
“The 1975 Premiership will be contested by the top twelve clubs in Division One and
the top four clubs in Division Two. The Tournament will be on a knock-out basis,
as with the Rugby League Challenge Cup. The first club drawn out of the bag will
gain- home advantage in each round until the Final, which will be played on a
neutral ground. Dates for the competition are:

First Round—on the weekend of April 27th.

Second Round—on the weekend of May 3rd.

-Semi-Finals—on the weekend of May 17th.

Final—at a venue to be decided on May 24th.

WEMBLEY, 1975

Once again seating tickets for the Rugby League Challenge Cup Final are a
sell out months in advance of the showpiece on May 10th, 1975. Tickets for the
standing enclosures at £1 each can still be obtained from the Rugby League Head-
-quarters, 180 Chapeltown Road, Leeds 7. Please include a stamped, addressed enve-
“lope “with an application.

WEMBLEY CRUISE
< ™ - The Hackney Amateur Rugby League Club have organised a Cup Final night

criise-dance on Saturday, May 10th. The sail down the River Thames starts from _

Charing Cross Pier at 8 p.m. returning at midnight. There will be two licensed bars
and tickets, which include a buffet supper, are £2-95 each. These can be obtained from
Mr. G. Anderton of 59 Sidlaw Close, Basingstoke, Hants., RG22 5B]. Please include
a stamped, addressed envelope with cheques and postal orders which should be made
payable to Mr. G. Anderton.

THANK YOU
Thank you for the gift which I have recently received from members of the
Oldham Rugby League Football Club.
My wife and I were deeply touched by their kindness and the thought of my
circumstances due to my recent injury.
Once again I wish to say thank you and hope you will pass on my thanks to

all those concerned with the club and the collection.
Yours sincerely,

GEORGE PFLASTER (Doncaster R.L.F.C.)
~P.S.—See you next season.

Mine Host - DAVID TAYLOR

FREEMASONS HOTEL
MILNROW

LUNCHES & BAR SNACKS

STEEL STOCKHOLDERS, SHEARERS
AND DECOILERS

E
H. STOCKWELL & CO. LTD.
@

ROYTON, Near OLDHAM
Telephone : 061-624 0404 (20 lines)

SEND FLOWERS ANYWHERE ! ANYTIME !

THROUGH HlLTONIS

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST

113 UNION ST. WEST & 188 HUDDERSFIELD RD.

Tel: 061-624 6110 OCLDHAM
FRESH FLOWERS, FRUIT AND VEGETABLES DAILY

BUY THE BEST! — WE DO'!

GEORGE HILL (Oidham) LTD

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS

Imported Softwoeds — Hardwoods — Plywoods —  Formica
Mouldings; Doors; Dowels. Stockists of ‘Weyroc’ & Interwoven Fencing

SAWING, PLANING and MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT

SCOTTHELD SAWMILLS ASHTON ROAD OLDHAM
Tel: 061-652 7421




= ~ Rugby Leagues richest prize!

Central Heating Specialists P layer% N96
Heatsways Led. 'rrophy

Approved Installers

% NO DEPOSIT The outstanding feature of every season
% FINANCE TERMS ARRANGED
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

QUALITY SYSTEMS GAS, OIL OR SOLID FUEL
178-182 Bury New Road, Whitefield

Tel. RAY HATTON 766 6511 (day) 766 4385 (anytime)

-
=
North West Storage

Equipment Co. NWS

9

With over £16,000in prize money to play forit’s no
wonder that the Player’s N96 Trophy is asuccess with the

SUPPLIERS OF

OFFICE FURNITL R} players. And the effort and skill they putinto
DEXION PARTITIONING capturing the Trophy has made
SLOTTED ANGLE FILING CABINETS, sure that this 5 round, 32 chub
STEEL SHELVING, STEEL DESKS, knockout series is a hit with the
PALLET RACKING, PLASTIC & METAIL BINS pecta
HANDLING EQUIPMEN | TOOL STORAGE EQUIPMENT., < £ too,. 0 i
CLOTHES LOCKERS VAN STORAGE EQUIPMENT The Hlayer's Nobifeopliy ceally is

Rugby League’s richest prize—

Specialists in all forms of Storage Equipment & Office Furniture in every sense.

Main Distributors for Dexion, Project and Metal Details
REDCROSS STREET, WORKS,

REDCROSS STREET, ROCHDALE, LANCS. 2
L’l‘el: KEITH POTTER ROCHDALE 38975/6. EVERY PACKET )

J CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watershedding, Oldham)

President: P. V. ASHWORTH Treasurer: R. HARTLEY
Chairman: A. WALKER Vice-Chairman: J. HALL
Committee:

T. ADLER, R. HATTON, D. HULME, J. BOWDEN, C. FARNWORTH, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON Coach: J. CHALLINOR

FIXTURES 1974-75
Aug. 17—Rocldale (Law Cup) ...... Home 27-15| Aung. 24—Blackpool ...ccovvevvininine Away 28- 2
w 24—Blackpool  ....ccccieennnnns Home 17-13 »w  30—Widnes (7-30 p.m.) .. Away 13-10
Sept. 1—Widnes (3-15 p.m.) . . Home 9-14| Sept. 7—Blackpool ............ ... Home
» 8—Blackpool .... . Away13-5 s 13—Salford (7-30 ... Away
» 14—Huddersfield ... .. Home 11-15| Oct. 5—Rochdale .. Home

20—Hull K.R. (7-30 Away 8-17 » 12—Wigan ........ . Away

oct. ~6—N. Hunslet (3-30 p.m.) i Away 24- 7 »» 19—St. Helens .. ... Away
TR B e L e Home 10- 5 w 26—Huyton ..... . Away
Nov. 2—Swinton ..... .. Home

»» 18—Whitehaven (7-00 p.m.) ...
» 26—Huyton ...... F
Nov. 3—Swinton ....
» 16—Workington % "
» 24—Doncaster (2-30 p.m.) ...... »w 14—
o, I—=DBEY .l e w 21—
Dec. 8—Workington (2-30 v
» 14—Hull K.R, ...
»» 26—Huddersfield .
29—Huyton (2-30 p.m.)

.. Away

» _8—Warrington ( .
.. Home

» 23—Widnes
30—

w 26—
oo B DB UYEON] " oohisegsavevashsinespeds Home
. Away 11-12( Jan. 4—
. Away 22-12 »w 11—

]al’x’. 4—New Hunslet ............... Home 23- 2 v JE=BBEIOW, viseiciavonissiiveioss Home
» 11—Doncaster ....... .. Home 23- 3 »w 25—Swinton ..... Away
v 17—Barrow (7-00 p Away 0-10| Feb. 1

. Home 18- 2 ., 8—St. Helens

» 25—Swinton .........

winton
15—Leigh (3-45 p.m.)

" . Away 18- 4 w 15—Leigh Home
Mar. 1—Whitehaven .................. Home 17- 1 »w 22—Salford Home

»w 8— Mar, 1—

P lS—Lelfh o »w _8—

w 23—Batley .. Away SR e ¥ e R T Away

» 30—Hull ...... w 21—Rochdale (7-30 p.m.) ...... Away
Apr. 5—Barrow yw 29—

»w 12— Apr.

» 19— ”

POOLS
OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
BECOME AN AGENT NOW — GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE SEASON TICKET FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW

AND MANY OTHER PRIVILEGES
Please contact ALAN TAYLOR at the Pools Office ‘Phone: 652-5244,

SOCIAL CLUB

WHY NOT CALL IN THE CLUB AFTER THE MATCH FOR A CHAT
AND A DRINK | ‘

Friday and Saturday — LATE CABARET NIGHTS
Restaurant and Light Snacks available ‘Phone: 624-7240.

OVERSEAS RATES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
13 weeks (£1.80) 26 weeks (£3.80) season (£5.80)




