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Referee: :
R. Jackson (Halifax)
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WHITTLE, J.
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FLETCHER, G.
- CLARKE, K.
JONES, C.
MACKO, D.

GRIMSHAW, S.
ROWLEY. A.

E. Leach (St. Helens) Orange
A. I. Barrow (Marple) Red
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~"OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH

Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the
Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop,
on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days after the game
to “Man of the Match> The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham,

..........................................

..........................................

The Man of the Match
LEIGH

OLDHAM PLAYER OF YEAR

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over
the whole season will become
Oldhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and
the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote.

xx Only voting slips from the
Oldham programme will be accepted
—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH

v WIDNES
M. MURPHY

Printed by Neil Simmonds, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale

TODAY'S MATCH BALL

presented by

76 Yorkshire Street
Oldham

061 624 7907

OLDHAM

‘WILDBORES RADIO Ltd.

Hughe_s _brings down full-back Dutton.

(Picture by-courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.)




J. M. KERSHAW

(JOINERS & BUILDERS) LTD

Members of The Master Builders Federation

Offices: LITTLEBANK STREET OLDHAM
Telephone 061-652 2499
Works: TAURUS STREET OLDHAM

PARAMOUNT PACKING CASE
MAKERS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR PALLET REQUIREMENTS

WHITFIELD MILL - MILLFOLD - WHITWORTH - ROCHDALE

Telephone Whitworth 3326

-

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

NOW that the Challenge Cup run is
over—and we would like to express
our thanks to everyone concerned in
it—the time is opportune to discuss
less glamorous aspects of the life and
times of Oldham R.L. club.

Maybe some of you were surprised to
read in the Press last week of the
seriousness of our financial position.
The facts are no secret. We owe £38,000
to various sources and, over a 12-month
period, we are faced with a loss situa-
tion of something like £150 a week.

We are not pleading poverty. No
doubt, in these hard, economic days,
you have your own financial problems
to worry about. But we feel it well
advised to let you know just where the
club stands in terms of financial
matters.

It is pointless, when faced with such
a situation, to go deeper and deeper
into trouble without saying anything.
To put you in the picture cannot do any
harm. It can do a lot of good.

It is imperative that, somehow,. we
bring more money into Watersheddings
if the club is to have any sort of future.

Professional sport, as we know it, is
balanced on a financial tightrope. Last
week the Daily Mirror did a big inves-
tigation into the state of soccer. It
forecast more “Accrington Stanleys” in
the not-too-distant future and revealed
that total debts of the 92 Football
League clubs total a staggering SEVEN
MILLION POUNDS.

Rugby League is similarly placed.
But our concern, within that wide
framework, is Oldham. We have to
survive and we will survive ... with
your "help!

Many hundreds of people, and
several offshoots of the parent body,
are doing their utmost. To the pools
agents, the Supporters’ Club, the 200
club organiser, Fred Halliwell. and our
hard core of members, supporters and
voluntary helpers we say THANK-
YOU. If we have overlooked anyone it
is by accident and not design.

But, collectively, we can do more. We
must do otherwise there is only one
end.

What CAN you do? Bear with us a
moment while we offer suggestions.

1. Become a pools agent. It need take
only a small amount of time. If a mere
50 of you could bring in £3 a week
our running loss would be turned into
a profit. But no matter how little you
can collect weekly, Alan Taylor at the
pools office will welcome you with
open arms.

2. Seriously consider taking out
membership for next season. We ex-
pect to be in the First Division and as
a season-ticket holder you are in on
the “inside’ ’of the club with invita-
tions to members’ meetings and, of
course, an election vote and a say in
the administration.

3. Do all in your power to hel
spread the Rugby League gospel.
Though many things are against us, we
have one in our favour—the rising cost
of motoring. It is likely to go higher,
with the result that the public will
be more inclined to look locally for
their entertainment and their leisure
activity, Maybe, we can channel some
of them to Watersheddings. The mes-
sage—do your best to bring a friend.

4, Try our social club for your even-
ing entertainment. Full details of what's
on are given in the local Press. Every
pint that passes over the bar is helping
to keep Rugby League alive here at
Watersheddings.

Make no mistake, the situation is
serious, Perhaps, above all, we would
like you all, as R.L. supporters, to con-
sider yourself as part and parcel of
our fight for survival.

We cannot afford the old attitude
that there is “them” and there is “us”.
We are all in this together ... from
the committee, down through the mem-
bers, the supporters’ club, the vice-
presidents’ association, the pools
agents the faithful on the terraces,
gxc{) anyone else connected with the

ub.

Oldham R.L. club is our heritage. We
owe it to all those who passed before
us to fight the good fight. Help the
club—PLEASE—at this time when it
needs YOU most of all.




THE

SPORT FINAL

FOR ALL LOCAL SPORT

JACK BOWDEN

EXCAVATING e PLANT HIRE
DEMOLITION, DISMANTLING ENGR

. LEES RD, OLDHAM Tel: 061-624 0365

"AID CONSULTANTS

Can you calculate 8% VAT in your head?

We can supply the answer in seconds, with
TOSHIBA, TOTALIA, MELCOR, REMINGTON, ADLER
OLYPMIA, SUMMIT, ANITA AND LAGO CALCULATORS

Bamford Street Works, Rochdale
Telephones: Rochdale 38974 or 061-624 1628

P o e ™ P ln,

GBriinhalle

Lager
Bretoed inthe BWabvarian Way




CAKE BAKERIES LTD.

.A. K ASHTON ROAD - OLDHAM

QUALITY CAKES

SPECIALISTS IN SLAB CAKE, FAMILY CAKES & SWlSS ROLLS
Tel. 061-633 1181 Telex. : 668738

Telegrams : Parkona

ARTHUR GOSS & SON

“THE MAN'S SHOP”

% TQUALITY MEN'S WEAR BY THE BEST MAKERS

% READY TO WEAR SUITS BY ‘DAKS’, 'MAENSON', & ‘SUMRIE'
% RAINCOATS BY ‘BURBERRY', ‘DRIWAY"', & '‘NICHOLSON'

% CLUB COLOURS A SPECIALITY

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM — Tel.: MAI 2086

e

VL TAUELE
ALL YOUR PLUMBING PROBLEMS T RY
TO SOLVE YOUR HEATING PROBLEMS
AND MAKE YOUR NEW BATHROOM OUR (5 O A L

vt Yol |LLOOSE ARM

TO GIVE US A RING AT

061-652 4005 K. TAYLOR

|

FOR BEER AT ITS BEST

EILEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT
THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE
OLDHAM ROAD
DENSHAW

PRINTERS ARMS . oeesiw

(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)

ONE of these days Oldham WILL get
to Wembley. I'm not a believer in the
consoling powers of that hackneyed
and over-used phrase, “Never mind,
there’s always next year”. I don't sup-
pose many of you are, either, after
waiting all these years in vain to see
your side at the Empire Stadium.

But the cherished dream will be rea-
lised some time. It could be next year,
it could be in ten years. All we can
say for sure is that when it does happen
it will be all the better for the waiting.

Luck plays a part in any cup compe-
tition because of the very nature of the
sudden-death system. It is less decisive
in winning a league championship, for
instance, because over the course of a
full season the good and the bad that
fate has in store for any side tends to
even itself out,

But to get to Wembley a team has to
win four matches—and if good fortune
is its companion on the Challenge Cup
trail it is half way’ there.

Take Widnes this year. In no way do
I wish to decry their achievement in
reaching the semi-finals at our expense.
But even their supporters admit that
Lady Luck has smiled down on them.
At Swinton in round one they met a
side that was crippled by injury. At
Hull in round two they scraped through
with a late drop goal.

At Oldham in round three ... well, I
don’t need to remind you of how the
ball twice bounced kindly for them
and allowed them to score that fortu-
nate try in the last five minutes.

Yes, luck is important in the Chal-
lenge Cup. T know some will say that a
side makes its own luck. But it doesn’t
always apply. You can be sure that any
side that reaches Wembley will have
had its share of good luck on the way.

In 1967, when I was player-coach at
Barrow and we got to Wembley, I shall
never forget how we won at Hull in the
third round. We were leading by two
points when Clive Sullivan raced away
into the clear. He was chased by Bill
Burgess, but in those days there was
only one end when Sully had only
fresh air between him and the line ..

a try.

It was all over bar the shouting.
Then, dramatically, Sullivan slowed
down and Burgess caught him. He had
damaged a hamstring just outside our
25 and was forced to pull up!

Thanks to his terrible misfortune we
went on to win—and reach Wembley.

In 1972 it was the turn of St. Helens.
We certainly had our share of luck en
route to the final. And in the big game
itself we got a try in the first minute
that set us on our way to victory
against Leeds.

The match started two minutes early,
and we were actually in front before 3
p.m.! Keith Hepworth, a tremendously
experienced cup campaigner, tried a
very chancy kick cut of his own 25
and Graham Rees charged it down to
follow up and score. You could play
that game ten times over and Hep-
worth wouldn’t make the same mis-
take again. It was our sheer good for-
tune that, in the excitement and tense-
ness of the opening minute, he made
that costly blunder.

Oldham, alas, have had more of their
share of bad luck in the Cup over the
years. They are known for it through-
out the league.

Last Sunday, the players were bitterly
disappointed, partially because we had
not played up to our best form but
more than ever because we had
been knocked out by a try like that.

Like true professionals, however, we
have to put the defeat behind us and
look to the future. We have four league
matches left and, hopefully, a place in
the play-off.

It would be nice to think that we
could retain some of the tremendous
support we received during the cup
run. I think the crowds proved what a
tremendous amount of interest there is
in the town.

By my biggest disappointment will
come if we are back to a breadline
gate of below 2,000 for today’s game. 1
would dearly hope that at least 4,000
of our big following in Sunday's crowd
of 11,000 show that they believe we
are ‘worth watching again.



OUR VISITORS e oonvams

At the start of this season several
clubs were put forward as possible pro-
motion candidates and amongst those
nominees were Leigh. However, things
have not worked out as planned for
the Hilton Park club, whose loss of
Tommy Martyn and Jim Fiddler hit the
club particularly badly.

At present the club lie down in 10th
position in the Second Division Cham-
pionship table with nine wins and a
draw from their 20 league matches.
Inconsistency is one of the Leigh prob-
lems and their matches against Barrow
highlighted this fault for they won 8-5
up in Cumbria but then fell to a 20-8
home defeat, Possibly Leigh's best
results were against Hull who were
beaten 16-8 away and 6-0 at home
whilst Leigh also scored a league double
win over Batley (19-10 home, 20-9
away). On the other hand Leigh have
conceded double defeats to both Wor-
kington Town (7-18 home, 0-7 away)
and Huddersfield (7-15 home, 0-36
away) whilst New Hunslet took three
points off Leigh by winning 20-8 in
Leegs and drawing 13-13 at Hilton
Park.

Leigh have not met with any great
success in cup football either but they
did reach the semi-final of both the
Lancashire Cup and Floodlit Trophy. In
the Lancashire Cup Leigh visited
Barrow in what was expected to be a
close match but the visiting pack took
control early in the second half and
Leigh ran out convincing 31-10 victors.
Leigh then drew a bye and passed
through into the semi-finals where they
entertained the eventual winners of
that trophy, Widnes. Two first half
slips gave Widnes an 8-2 lead and
although Leigh fought back to within
8-5, that was how the match ended
after a rousing cup tie,

In reaching the semi-final of the
Floodlit Cup Leigh knocked out three
First Division clubs starting with Bram-
ley who were eliminated in a two
legged first round match, The first leg
was at Leigh when Tommy Martyn and
Jim Fiddler demonstrated all their skills
in a convincing 19-5 win. Leigh did not
expect too much trouble in the second
leg after gaining such a big lead but at
half-time they trailed 15-0 and elimina-
tion looked likely until a second half
revival enabled them to pull back to
15-9 and go through by an aggregate
of 28-20. Leigh visited Dewsbury in
the following round with the home side
beginning brightly with sound running
and passing which gave them a 6-3
interval lead. However, as the game

progressed Leigh’s forwards got on top.

by the end of the game they were well
worth their 14-8 victory. In the quarter-
final Rochdale Hornets visited Hilton
Park and although the Hornets had the
better of the play territorially they
never looked likely to penetrate the
much stronger Leigh defence and so
the home side progressed through by 8
points to nil. The semi-final visit to
Warrington proved just too much for
Leigh who were well beaten by Alec
Murphy's boys. At no time did Leigh
look like winning and by the end of
the game Warrington had built up a
32-0 winning margin.

So Leigh now find themselves play-
ing out the season with no hope of
promotion and out of the Challenge
Cup. Oldham’s Challenge Cup hopes
were snatched away against Widnes last
Sunday but promotion is almost certain
and the Second Division Championship
a real possibility. Two more points this
afternoon would greatly assist Oldham
in their Championship quest.

Brown fails to hold Adams as he passes out the ball.

—Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.



BRIAN BATTY
OF THE MAIL

The decision that led to the suspen-
sion of Welsh forward Jim Mills for
the new World championship in France
surprised many people, including top
officials.

With two recorded cautions, the
League disciplinary gave Mills a one-
match ban but this was for offences in
a domestic competition—not interna-
tional.

Was it right to rob Wales—and not
his club Widnes—of the match winning
prop forward?

As it turned out, Wales sadly missed
his power in Toulouse and he could
well have been the man to have upset
the French.

The reason I bring up this contro-
versial point is that I cannot believe
the Australians, New Zealanders or
French would have acted the same way
in such circumstances.

Could you imagine the Aussies ban-
ning Artie Bettson from playing in a
Test against Great Britain for some-
thing he did at club level?

The policy on tours in this country
or Down Under, is to give a player a
caution or the “sending off” sufficient
ruling for a first offence.

I don’t want to single out the Welsh
for preferential treatment even though
they have more problems to overcome
than any other side in the World cham-
pionship.

But I do feel a fine would have
matched the offence far more
gcc;u'ately and given Wales a fairer
eal.

I will be interested to see what
happens in Australia and New Zealand
this summer if any World championship
players are dismissed prior to interna-
tional clashes.

If they are treated as in the past then
they will be allowed to play in the next
game—international or friendly.

This will apply for a high tackle or a
punch and yet two cautions dealt Mills
a critical knock-out blow.

In an effort to get the pitch playable
for last week’s cup tie I put out an
S.0.S. for volunteer labour,

I would like to thank the following
for the loan of equipment:

Mr. Morgan, of Morgan Tractors, for
use of the tractor. Mr. Morgan also
drove the tractor himself, worked until
8 p.m. on Friday night and again both
on Saturday and Sunday morning.

Mr. Brown of Peter Brown for use
of a dumper. Mr. Beddoes of Geo. Dew
for use of a spiking machine.

I would also like to express my
appreciation to all the schoolboys and
adults who helped in any way, obviously
these are too numerous to mention but
in particular to AlanKay who gave up
the whole of his weekend to work.

To everyone concerned a big thank
you, it was you who made the match
possible.

Mine Host - DAVID TAYLOR

FREEMASONS HOTEL
~ MILNROW

LUNCHES

BAR SNACKS

STEEL STOCKHOLDERS, SHEARERS
AND DECOILERS

@
H. STOCKWELL & CO. LTD.
s

ROYTON, Near OLDHAM
Telephone : 061-624 0404 (20 lines)

SEND FLOWERS ANYWHERE ! ANYTIME !

T HILTON'S

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST

113 UNION ST. WEST & 188 HUDDERSFIELD RD.

Tel: 061-624 6110 OLDHAM
FRESH FLOWERS, FRUTT AND VEGETABLES DAILY

BUY THE BEST! — WE DO!

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS
imported Softwoods — Hardwoods — Plywoods — Formica
Mouldings; Doors; Dowels.  Stockists of ‘Weyroc' & Interwoven Tendng
SAWING, PLANING and MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT

SCOTTHELD SAWMILLS ASHTON ROAD OLDHAM
Tel: 061-652 7421




Central Heating Specialists

Heatsways Liud.

Appr o e Iﬁ&tauers
 NO DEPOSIT
% FINANCE TERMS ARRANGED
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

QUALITY SYSTEMS GAS, OIL OR SOLID FUEL
178-182 Bury New Road, Whitefield

Tel. RAY HATTON 766 6511 (day) 766 4385 (anytime)

L

North West Storage
NWS

Equipment Co.

SUPPLIEKS OF OFFICE FURNITU R}
DEXION PARTITIONING
SLOTTED ANGLE FILING CABINETS,
STEEL SHELVING, STEEL DESKS,

PALLET RACKING, PLASTIC & METAIL. BINS
HANDLING EQUIPMEN |

CLOTHES LOCKERS VAN STORAGE EQUIPMENT

Specialists in all forms of Storage Equipment & Office Furniture

Main Distributors for Dexion, Project and Metal Details
REDCROSS STREET, WORKS,

REDCROSS STREET, ROCHDALE, LANCS,

Ll‘elz KEITH POTTER ROCHDALE 38975/6.

TOOL STOKAGE EQUIPMENT,

Rugby Leagues richest prize!

Players N°6
Trophy

The outstanding feature ofevery season

With over £16,000in prize money to play for it’s no
wonder that the Player’s N6 Trophyis asuccess with the
players. And the effort and skill they putinto
capturing the Trophy has made
sure that this § round, 32 chub
knockout series is a hit with the

spectators too.

The Player’s N©6 Trophy really is
Rugby League’s richest prize—
in every sense.

EVERY PACKET ;
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watershedding, Oldham)

President: P. V. ASHWORTH Treasurer: R. HARTLEY
Chairman: A. WALKER Vice-Chairman: J. HALL
Committee:

T. ADLER, R. HATTON, D. HULME, J. BOWDEN, C., FARNWORTH, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON Coach: J. CHALLINOR

FIXTURES 1974-75

Aug. 17—Rocl dale (Law Cup) ...... Home 27-15 Aug. 24—Blackpool  ...coceeeinnnn Away 28- 2
+w  24—Blackpool Home 17-13 o 30—Widnes (7-30 p.m. .. Away 13-10

Sept. 1—Widnes (3-15 p.m.) .... Home 9-14| Sept. 7—Blackpool ........... Home

w» 8—Blackpool

. Away 13- 5 13—Salford (7-30 p.m
»» 14—Huddersfie

. Home11-15| OCt. 5—Rochdale .....

i3 Away
20—Hull K.R. (7-30 p.m.) ... Away 8-17 vt TI=WIBEN i rosiitos.

2)
e Home

" ... Away
Oct. 6—N. Hunslet (3-30 p.m.) ... Away 24- 7 » 19—St. Helens ... Away
R b e S 101 100 ey S R . Home 10- 5 »w 26—Huyton ... Away
+» 18—Whitehaven (7-00 p.m 2| Nov. 2—Swinton ... .. Home

S s+ 8—Warrington (7-30 p. ... Away
Nov. 3—Swinton 0 23—WIidnes . ...iiianeinacsonins Home
s 16—Workington » 30—
» 24—Doncaster (2-30 p.m.) . Away 18-3 » 14—
» 30—Batley  ......cceeee. . Home 17- 2 w 21—
Dec. 8—Workington (2 Away 20- 7 »w 26—
s 14—Hull K.R. ....... .. Home 15- 6 oo Z2B—HuoOn iiiiiisaadeeses Home
»» 26—Huddersfield ........ Away 11-12| Jan. 4—
»w 29—Huyton (2-30 p.m. Away 22-12 w 11—
Jan. 4—New Hunslet Home 23- 2 9o I8—BRITOW  wiuiiiseciiisenisasassi

,» 1l1—Doncaster ..... Home 23- 3 ap: BTSN, oorebrensreosrarnsarecred

» 17—Barrow (7-00 p.m.) ...... Away 0-10| Feb. 1—

» 25—Swinton ............. . Home 18- 2 » _8—St. Helens .

» 15—Leigh (3-45 p.m.) Away 18- 4 5 lS—I.elfh
Mar. 1—Whitehaven .................. Home 17- 1 » 22—Salford .

» _8— Mar. 1—

» 15—Leigh w 8=

»w 23—Batley R SRR . 5o s osianannosensansraont Away

» 30—Hull +» 21—Rochdale (7-30 p.m.) ...... Away
Apr. 5—Barrow »w 29—

w 12— Apr. S5—Barrow ........ccceiiiineiens Away

y 19— »» 12—Warrington ... Home

o A= WIARTE S oo raiiedvaenvecarast Home
POOLS
OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

BECOME AN AGENT NOW — GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE SEASON TICKET FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW

AND MANY OTHER PRIVILEGES
Please contact ALAN TAYLOR at the Pools Office "Phone: 652-5244.

SOCIAL CLUB

WHY NOT CALL IN THE CLUB AFTER THE MATCH FOR A CHAT
AND A DRINK !

Friday and Saturday — LATE CABARET NIGHTS
Restaurant and Light Snacks available ‘Phone: 624-7240.

OVERSEAS RATES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
13 weeks (£1.80) 26 weeks (£3.60) season (£5.60)




