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MURPHY, M,

ELLIOTT, M.
LARDER, P. A
WAINWRIGHT, T.
BARTON, E.

TREASURE, D.
BROWN, R.

ASHCROFT, K.
TAYLOR K.

10 HUGHES, B.

11 HALL, F. '
12 McCRACKEN, W.
13 FARRELL, J.

14 BLAIR, J.
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Referee:
B. Shooman (Leeds)
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FLEAY, R.
COOKE, J.
EVANS, G.
JACKSON, P.

ATKINSON, L.
GREEN, K.

BUTLER, B.
EVANS, R.
YOUNG, T.
WHITTLE, K.
LOWE, L,
HENIGHAN, M.
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R. Dennett (Warington) Orange
J. Meadows (St. Helens) Red

OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH

Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the
Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop,
on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days after the game
to “Man of the Match” The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham.

The Man of the Match
SWINTON

OLDHAM PLAYER OF YEAR

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over
the whole season will become
Oldhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and
the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote.

xx Only voting slips from the
Oldham programme will be accepted
—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH

v DONCASTER
K. ASHCROFT

Printed by Neil Simmonds, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale

TODAY’'S MATCH BALL
presented by
Mount Engineering Co. Ltd.
Fabrication Engineers
Hawksley Industrial Estate
Manchester Road
Tel 624 6580 & 2417

OLDHAM

Winger Mike Elliott's two tries against Doncaster took his total for the season to 13.
And seven of them were scored in the seven matches prior to the Barrow game—
testimony to the sort of form Mike is now displaying.

—Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.
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J. M. KERSHAW

(JOINERS & BUILDERS) LTD

Members of The Master Builders Federation

Offices: LITTLEBANK STREET . OLDHAM

Telephone 061-652 2499

Works: TAURUS STREET . OLDHAM

PARAMOUNT PACKING CASE
MAKERS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR PALLET REQUIREMENTS

WHITFIELD MILL - MILLFOLD - WHITWORTH - ROCHDALE

Telephone Whitworth 3326

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

AS soon as the season is over experts
will be called in to analyse the Water-
sheddings pitch and give us the benefit
of their many, many years of exper-
ience.

~

Quite obviously, something has to be
done to try and improve the pitch and
we have already been in touch with
the Sports Turf Research Institute at
Bingley, whom we hope will be send-
ing their representatives to Oldham
to examine the pitch at first hand.

We refute suggestions that the pitch
has deteriorated through lack of care
and attention ... and you will be in-
terested to know that there exists in
the records of both the Oldham club
and the people at Bingley written proof
of a previous call for help only a few
years ago.

The likelihood is that extensive work
will have to be started immediately the
season is over and that will probably
mean that we will be unable to accom-
modate those organisations who like
the use of our ground after the R.L.
season has come to an end.

We HAVE been able to grant the
Oldham Amateur League use of the
pitch on Good Friday morning (11
o'clock) for the Standard Cup final.

As the fixture list stands at present
we have at least one remaining senior
game at Watersheddings after that date
and, all being well, the weather will
have improved sufficiently by then to
allow us to make the ground available
for the Standard Cup without impair-
ing conditions for the outstanding
R.L. match.

Sadly, we have had to refuse the
Amateur League’s request to stage their
championship final here. The reason is
that, as yet, no firm date is forthcoming
and we cannot allow ourselves to jeo-
pardise our very firm ruling that once
OUR season is over the ground will be
closed down.

To the amateurs and any other
organisation who will be disappointed
we extend our sincere regrets but we
feel certain that it will be readily
appreciated just how vital it is that
work on the ground starts as soon as
is humanly possible.

Last year we loaned out the Water-
sheddings facilities for a charity event
and this meant that work on the
ground was delayed somewhat. We
mustn’t let that happen again.

* - *

‘MAY we take this opportunity of
wishing a speedy and complete recov-
ery to two well-known Watersheddings
personalities — Jimmy Howarth and
Norman Hodgkinson.

Jimmy, our long-serving kit man and
back-room boy, has been off work ill
for several weeks. We understand he
is steadily improving and we trust and
hope that it won’t be too long before
he is back in harness at Water-
sheddings.

Norman recently had an operation
on his achilles and the reports are that
the surgery was a big success. He is
still in plaster, and will be for a week
or two, but he should be fully fit to
resume training in plenty of time for
the start of next season.

* * *

TODAY sees us faced with one of
our most crucial games of the season.
Swinton not only beat us at Station
Road in November but they are one
of a handful of clubs, ourselves in-
cluded, who are now gearing up for the
final run-in of the promotion race.

It will be a four-pointer for both
sides and though Huddersfield now
look a fair bet for the Second Division
title, they have some hard matches left,
among them Hull and Swinton at home
and Hull K.R., Barrow, and Hull away.

Neither Swinton nor ourselves have
conceded the title yet but such is the
manner of the promotion battle that a
defeat for either today could spell
danger as far as promotion is con-
cerned.

Huddersfield, Oldham, Swinton and
Hull K.R., the clubs now occupying the
top four places, look favourites to go
up but there must be no slip-ups on
our part for several other teams, in-
cluding Barrow, Workington and
Whitehaven, are hot on our heels.

It all makes for an extremely interest-
ing and competitive finale ... and we
have to ensure that we are equal to
the test.




CAKE BAKERIES LTD.
ASHTON ROAD - OLDHAM

QUALITY CAKES
SPECIALISTS IN SLAB CAKE, FAMILY CAKES & SWISS ROLLS
Tel. 061-633 1181 Telex. : 668738 Telegrams : Parkona

ARTHUR GOSS & SON

“THE MAN’S SHOP”

* TQUALITY MEN'S WEAR BY THE BEST MAKERS

% READY TO WEAR SUITS BY ‘DAKS', ‘MAENSON’, & 'SUMRIE’
% RAINCOATS BY ‘BURBERRY', ‘DRIWAY’, & ‘NICHOLSON'

% CLUB COLOURS A SPECIALITY

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM — Tel.: MAI 2084

T ACKLE ’

ALL YOUR PLUMBING PROBLEMS TRY
TO SOLVE YOUR HEATING PROBLEMS
AND MAKE YOUR NEW BATHROOM OUR G O AL

e YR L LOOSE "ARM

TO GIVE US A RING AT

061-652 4005 K. TAYLOR

FOR BEER AT ITS BEST S
Grimhalle
E}LEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT

THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE | ;ﬁaggr
PRINTERS ARMS ~ rtewiw Bretwed in the Bavarian Way

(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)




THE

SPORT FINAL

FOR ALL LOCAL SPORT

JACK BOWDEN

EXCAVATING s PLANT HIRE
DEMOLITION, DISMANTLING ENGR

I EES RD, OLDHAM Tel: 061-624 0365

AID CONSULTANTS

Can you calculate 8% VAT in your head?

We can supply the answer in seconds, with
TOSHIBA, TOTALIA, MELCOR, REMINGTON, ADLER
OLYPMIA, SUMMIT, ANITA AND LAGO CALCULATORS

Bamford Street Works, Rochdale
Telephones: Rochdale 38974 or 061-624 1628

LAST Friday’s 10-0 defeat at Barrow
was, to say the least, a big disappoint-
ment to everyone concerned—players,
officials, and the Oldham fans who
made the long trip on a wretched
evening.

It wasn't so much the result that
disappointed as the fact that we had a
huge territorial advantage but still
failed to pick up the two promotion
points to keep us in touch with the
Second Division leaders, Huddersfield,
who won at Workington on Sunday to
command a four-point lead at the top.

It is hard to believe, even ncw, that
we failed to score a single point after
all that pressure in the second half. We
were worthy of at least a counle of
tries. I know Barrow defended well and
that their players were lifted by two
tries out of the blue in as many
minutes,

But to be truthful 1 believe we made
their task easier by our own failings on
the night.

We lacked, for instance, the element
of surprise; the little bit of unortho-
dox play which, at best, would have
split Barrow's defence or which, at
least, woulid have given them something
to think about.

On numerous ocecasions we pounded
their line but we were too stereotyped,
to0 unsteady in our finishing, to create
the vital chink in the defensive wall.

A case in point was the number of
times we were awarded penalties in
the Barrow 25. A goal wasn't much
use to us at that stage so we went
through the mnotions of putting the
ball into touch. But all the time Barrow
were being given vital seconds to re-
form their defence. A aquick tap, to
catch the defence napping, could have
paid greater dividends.

It was the Workington home match
all over again. On that occasion, as at
Barrow, we attacked, attacked and
attacked—but still conceded defeat.

On the face of it a 10-0 defeat looks
to be a hiding but I maintain that on
balance of play and the football pro-
vided we were the better side. At
least as far as attacking was concerned
I thought Barrow were a very ordinary
side, indeed.

We were extremely unfortunate early
on when, with the scoreboard blank,
Phil Larder was sent away on a long
run into the Barrow 25.

Mike Elliott was undoubtedly ob-
structed by the Barrow winger as he
he went up in support, but the offence
went unnoticed by the touchjudge.

Even a Barrow official, with whom I
was talking after the match, admitted
that he had seen the offence— a par-
ticularly crucial one because a try then
would have given us the lead and I
g:,rg’t think we would have looked

ack.

In the event it was Barrow who went
in front, and then increased their lead
to 8-0 within two minutes, and we had
a mountain to climb.

As I say Barrow defended well, But
my concern was for Oldham—and why
we didn't attack even better. Our pass-
ing and approach work was too stereo-
typed. We lacked bite and purpose and
wea didn’t try several of the moves that
we rehearse for situations that are
identical to many of those that pre-
sented themselves at Craven Park.

I don't mind getting beaten if we
have tried everything we know and we
fail to a better side. But on Friday we
wzre beaten by an inferior side and we
didn't play to the full limits of our
capabilities.

We now have to put the defeat
behind us and get on with the impor-
tant task of tackling promotion rivals
Swinton today. It should be a good
game with plenty of entertainment for
the spectators. Needless to say I hope
that we will not onlv be the better
side—but that we will improve suffi-
ciently to make our superiority count.




OUR VISITORS BY DON YATES

In recent weeks Swinton have crept up the Second Division table in
tremendous style to make them favourites for promotion along with Hud-
dersfield, Hull Kingston Rovers and Oldham.

The Championship struggle is far from over for Swinton still have to visit
their three major rivals and they begin that stiff task by visiting Oldham
this afternoon. The three clubs mentioned have visited Station Road but no
visiting club has won there this season with Huddersfield losing 12-11, Hull
Kingston Rovers losing 14-6 and Oldham 15-7. In cup football Swinton
have both pleased and disappointed their supporters. Wigan visited Swin-
ton in the Lancashire Cup when a thrilling match ended in dramatic fashion.
With three minutes remaining Swinton led 12-11 but two late penalties by
John Gray put Wigan 12-15 up as the game entered injury time. Kevin
Whittle then scored a try to level the scores and give Ken Hindley the
opportunity to convert and so give Swinton a 17-15 win. A visit to Wor-
kington was Swinton’s reward but they lost 17-7.

Swinton also had a difficult draw in the Floodlit Trophy when they were
drawn to visit the eventual finalists Warrington. ~The Wires led 10-0 at one
stage but they had to hang on desperately against waves of Swinton attacks
before winning 10-5.

The visit of Saint Helens to Station Road in the John Player Trophy saw
Swinton take a 7-2 interval lead. The Lions hung on to pull off a shock
7-6 victory. A second cup visit from Wigan resulted and again Swinton
ended up winners by the more convincing margin of 18-2. In the quarter
final Swinton had to visit Widnes who won comfortably enough 15-5. Swin-
ton, who trailed 15-0 at half-time, recovered a little in the second period but
they were not good enough to overcome the efficient Widnes XIII.

Last season Oldham and Swinton did not meet in league football but the
two sides met the previous season when Oldham scored a league double over
the Lions. The match at Watersheddings ended in a 23-10 home win
whilst Oldham followed this up by winning 21-7 away. The double Old-
ham victory avenged a similar Lions double of season 1971-72 when Swin-
tons’ 20 points to 2 home win over Oldham was followed by a 12-2 win at
Watersheddings.

Swinton have already recorded a win over Oldham this term and they will
be all out to complete the double but with league points so vital to both
clubs the only thing certain is that no quarter will be asked or given and a
rousing game is in prospect.

Having handed off Doncaster centre George Pflaster, Oldham’s Dickie Brown touches

down between the sticks for the game’s first try.

—Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.



BRIAN BATTY
OF THE MAIL

Ron Simpson is approaching his job
as manager of the Welsh side with all
the fervour that the country shows for
its favourite sport.

A dour and durable Yorkshireman,
Ron respects the Welsh for their
patriotic following of Union and
League.

He may not be able to stand shoul-
der to shoulder with his burly coach
Les Pearce but he is prepared to match
him all the way in enthusiasm and
spirit.

As a director of Castleford for 25
years and a former League chairman,
Ron Simpson claims: “I have never had
any time for failure in business or
sport.

“1 started following Castleford in
1930 and have always been a one-club
man. At 63, I look on this job as a
great challenge.”

It was an operation 18 months ago
that enabled Ron to make himself avail-
able for this trip Down Under for the
New Five Nations’ championship..

“] had a steel joint inserted in my
hip and I now feel ten years younger,”
he says. “I would have applied for the
World Cup job in 1972 if I had felt fit
enough.”

He was chairman and vice-chairman
during a 15-year spell at Wheldon
Road, giving up for a period when Bill
Broxup was in charge for Castleford’s
1969 Wembley triumph over Salford.

Ron was back in the chair the fol-
lowing year as Castleford returned to
retain the Cup with the Wembley
defeat of Wigan and he was in charge

the first two ‘vears his club won the
Floodlit Trophy.

“] feel Les Pearce has the perfect
approach for this competition and think
we will get on like a house on fire,” he
says. “I am using the trip to France as
a chance to assess the opposition.

“Wales should have a great chance in
this championship with some exper-
ienced and talented players around. We
should be stronger than England in the
forwards and match them in the three-
quarters."”

Mine Host - DAVID TAYLOR

FREEMASONS HOTEL
MILNROW

LUNCHES & BAR SNACKS

Rugby League’ richest prize!

Players N%
‘Trophy

The outstanding feature ofevery season

With over £16,000in prize money to play for it’s no
wonder thatthe Player’s N96 Trophy is asuccess with the
players. And the effortand skill they putinto
capturing the Trophy has made
sure that this § round, 32 chub
knockout series is a hit with the
spectators too.

The Player’s N9 6 Trophy really is
Rugby League’s richest prize—
in every sense.

EVERY PACKET :
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING




Central Heating Specialists

Heatsways Lud.

Approved Installers
% NO DEPOSIT
% FINANCE TERMS ARRANGED
 COMPETITIVE PRICES

QUALITY SYSTEMS GAS, OIL OR SOLID FUEL
178-182 Bury New Road, Whitefield

Tel. RAY HATTON 766 6511 (day) 766 4385 (anytime)

)

North West Storage
NWS

Equipment Co.

SUPPLIERS OF OFFICE FURNITLU R}
DEXION PARTITIONING
SLOTTED ANGLE FILING CABINETS,
STEEL SHELVING, STEEL DESKS,

PALLET RACKING, PLASTIC & METAL. BINS
HANDLING EQUIPMEN I

CLOTHES LOCKERS VAN STORAGE EQUIFMENT

Specialists in all forms of Storage Equipment & Office Furniture

Main Distributors for Dexion, Project and Metal Details
REDCROSS STREET, WORKS,

REDCROSS STREET, ROCHDALE, LANCS.

Tel: KEITH POTTER ROCHDALE 38975/6.

-

TOOL STORAGE EQUIPMENT,

STEEL STOCKHOLDERS, SHEARERS
AND DECOILERS

®
H. STOCKWELL & CO. LTD.
@

ROYTON, Near OLDHAM
Telephone : 061-624 0404 (20 lines)

|

SEND FLOWERS ANYWHERE ! ANYTIME !

THROUGH . . . . HlLTONIS

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST

113 UNION ST. WEST & 188 HUDDERSFIELD RD.

Tel: 061-624 6110 OLDHAM
FRESH FLOWERS, FRUIT AND VEGETABLES DAILY

BUY THE BEST! — WE DO!

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS

Imported Softwoods — Hardwoods — Plywoods — Formica
Mouldings; Doors; Dowels. Stockists of ‘Weyroc’ & Interwoven Fencing

SAWING, PLANING and MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT

SCOTTHELD SAWMILLS ASHTON ROAD OLDHAM
Tel: 061-652 7421




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watershedding, Oldham)

President: P. V., ASHWORTH Treasurer: R. HARTLEY
Cheirman: A. WALKER Vice-Chaimen: J. HALL
Committees:

T. ADLER, R. HATTON, D. HULME, J. BOWDEN, C, FARNWORTH, K. POTTER.
Sacretary: K. WILKINSON Coach: J. CHALLINOR

FIXTURES 1974-75

Aug. 17—Rocl dale (Law Cup) .. Home 27-15| Aug. 24—Blackpool
»w 24—Bla 1 K .. Home 17-13 w 30—Widnes (7-30 p.m.)
Sept. 1—Widaea (3-15 p. .. Home 9-14| Sept. 7—Blackpool
» _8—Blackpool . Away y» 13—Salford (7-30 p.m.) .
o 14—Huddersfield ..........ccccueee Home Oct. 5—Rochdale
» 20—Hull K.R. (7-30 g.m.) vesees AWAY »w 12—Wigan .....
«w 28—Player’'s No. 6 (Ist Rnd.) » 19—St. Helens
Lancs. Cup, » 26—Huyton .., .
Oct. 6—N. Hunslet Nov. 2—Swinton ...........cceeeeuennens
" »w _8—Warrington (7-30 p.m.) ...
2 w 23—Widnes .......cccccineenininn
w 26—Huyton ..... 5 w 30—
Nov. 3—Swinton .... & w 14—
w _9—Player’s No. 6 (2nd Rnd.) »w 2l—
s 16—Workington .........ceeeeens Home " 26—
. 24—Doncaster (2-30 p.m.) ...... 9, A =RIUPLOR ..coecrsonscvesconsanens Home
o 30—Batley .......cceeeen Jan. 4—
Dec. 8—Workington (2-30 w l—
oo JA=HBIl KR, ceocciississcsveses «w 18—Barrow
»w 21— w 25—Swinton
»w 26—Huddersfield i Feb. 1—
w 29—Huyton (2-30 p.m.) ... Away w 8—St. Helens ...
Jan, 4—New Hunslet ... Home » 15—Lei
» ll—Doncaster ........... ... Home w 22—Salford
w 17—Barrow (7-00 p o AwWay Mar. 1—
o A=SWINLOM ...cscsrasvaassoguaaivos Home »w 88—
Feb. 1— » 15—Leigh
++ 8—Challenge Cup (lst Rnd.) w 21—Rochdale (7-30 p.m
w 15—Leigh (;-45 OB)  asisoransess Away »w 29—
,+ 22—Challenge Cup (2nd Rnd.) Apr. S5—Barrow
Mar. 1—Whitehaven ............ccoeen Home w» 12—Warrington
w 83— + 19—Wigan
»w 15—Leigh ... Home
n & atley Away
ow 30—Hull ...... Away
Apr. Barrow Home
w 12—
y 19—
POOLS
OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
BECOME AN AGENT NOW — GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE SEASON TICKET FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW

AND MANY OTHER PRIVILEGES
Please contact ALAN TAYLOR at the Pools Office '‘Phone: 6562-5244.

SOCIAL CLUB
WHY NOT CALL IN THE CLUB AFTER THE MATCH FOR A CHAT
AND A DRINK |
Friday and Saturday — LATE CABARET NIGHTS

Restaurant and Light Snacks available ‘Phone: 624-7240.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
THROUGHOUT
THE SEASON

4p

OVERSEAS RATES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
13 weeks (£1.80) 26 wesks (£3.80) seeson (£5.60)



