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OLDHAM MAN OF MATCH
Fill in the coupon below to nomin-
ate the Oldham player. who in your
opinion was the most outstanding in
today’s match,

Drop your voting slip in at the

Secretary’s office, or Souvenir Shop, .

on your way home, or post it to reach
us no later than 3 days aftér the game
to “Man of the Match” The Pavilion
Watersheddings, Oldham.

The Man of the Match
 WORKINGTON

cibisollt S h /‘//Vz;//

A.Forth (Hull). -  Red

OLDHAM PLAYER OF YEAR

At the end of the season, the
player who has received most
Man of the Match votes over
the whole season will become
Oldhams Player of the Year.

All voting slips will be kept, and

the Player of the Year will be asked
to draw one out at random when he
receives his award. The lucky voter
‘will receive a £20 cash prize, so don’t
forget your name and address when
you cast your vote — YOU could be
on a winner as well as the player for
whom you vote.

xx Only voting slips from the
Oldham programme will be accepted
—plain paper votes will be void.

VOTED MAN OF MATCH

v. BRADFORD
F. HALL

Printed by Neil Simmonds, Clarkes Lane Works, Rochdale

On the move |

—Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.

. that's Oldham out-half David Treasure as he speeds away past

Colin Forsyth in last Saturday’s cup tie.




J. M. KERSHAW

(JOINERS & BUILDERS) LTD

Members of The Master Builders Federation

Offices: LITTLEBANK STREET . OLDHAM

Telephone 061-652 2499

Works: TAURUS STREET . OLDHAM

PARAMOUNT PACKING CASE
MAKERS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR PALLET REQUIREMENTS

WHITFIELD MILL - MILLFOLD - WHITWORTH - ROCHDALE

Telephone Whitworth 3326

CHRISTMAS is coming . . . and that,
in addition to tinsel, turkey and trim-
mings, means one big thing for the club
—the CHRISTMAS DRAW.

Many of you will already have received
your tickets for sale. Indeed, we have in
our possession a good number of counter-
foils and money from our friends who
have already sold up,

To those people we wish to hand a
very big THANK YOU. Dare we sug-
gest that they come back for more?

To those who have tickets but haven't
yet sold them may we take this oppor-
tunity of stressing once again how vital
these special efforts are to the future
well being of the club,

To those of you who haven’'t had
tickets may we ask you to help us along
by calling in at the pools office where
our staff will be delighted to arrange
things for you.

This year we have set ourselves a
target of £1,000 from the Christmas
Draw and we feel confident we can reach
that figure. We are, as always, depend-
ent upon the co-operation of our mem-
bers, supporters and friends.

Last spring Mr, Alan Taylor, our
pools boss, told a members’ meeting in
the social club that he was disappointed
in the response by members to a money-
raising activity in which pensioners had
pulled in more cash, pro rata, than other
members.

We trust there will be no need for
Alan to speak so critically again for we
all love Rugby League football — and
Rugby League football as we know it at
Oldham will be the beneficiary of your
efforts,

We do, cof course, truly appreciate
your magnificent efforts in the past with
regard to the weekly pool, the early-
season Golden Gamble, the timed try,
and all those other efforts we run to
keep the club in business,

To show that gratitude in the best
possible way we have arranged in the
social club, on December 10, an agents’
night complete with late-night cabaret.

OLDHAM OUTLOOK

Each agent will shortly receive two
FREE tickets for an event at which we
will launch a brand new agent-of-the-
year competition.

Tickets for outsiders — if there
are any left — will be priced at 75p.

Diaries for 1975 will be issued ‘‘on
the house’’ to our agents and we will
also be paying out to our agents the
expenses they have incurred in the per-
iod since Oldham Wakes,

A free buffet will complete the night’s
enjoyment and we will all be anxious
to know who has won the first top-agent
award

This will be based not merely on the
amount of cash pulled in for the Three
‘N’ Easy weekly pool but on various
other factors such as how much an agent
contributes to the other subsidiary ef-
forts, whether his ‘‘books’’ for the last
12 months show increases or decreases,
and his length of service.

We hope and trust all agents will
make an effort to attend,

* ® *

CONGRATULATIONS are due today
for our young ‘‘A’ team centre Ian
Taylor, who marries a Warrington girl,
Miss Janet Fairbrother, at St. Mary's
R.C. Church, Warrington.

* * *

A REGULAR visitor at Watersheddings
is Ron Marlor of Radio Manchester.
Ron lives at Moorside, only a stone’s
throw from the ground, and his 15-
minute Rugby League Special on Radio
Manchester at 6.15 on Sundays is a
must for all R.L, folk. Alan Taylor, our
pools chief, has already been featured on
the programme and a forthcoming inter-
view will be with our coach, Jim Chal-
linor,

* * *

SUPPORTERS wishing to travel to Don-
caster next Sunday can do so on the
Supporters’ Club coach which leaves
Watersheddings at 12.45.




CAKE BAKERIES LTD.
ASHTON ROAD - OLDHAM

QUALITY CAKES

SPECIALISTS IN SLAB CAKE, FAMILY CAKES & SWISS ROLLS

Tel. 061-633 1181 Telex. : 668738 Telegrams : Parkona

ARTHUR GOSS & SON

“THE MAN’S SHOP”

% QUALITY MEN'S WEAR BY THE BEST MAKERS

% READY TO WEAR SUITS BY ‘DAKS’. ‘MAENSON', & "SUMRIE
% RAINCOATS BY ‘BURBERRY'. ‘DRIWAY'. & ‘NICHOLSON'

% CLUB COLOURS A SPECIALITY

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM — Tel.: MAI 2086

WL TARKLE

ALL YOUR PLUMBING PROBLEMS TRY
TO SOLVE YOUR HEATING PROBLEMS
AND MAKE YOUR NEW BATHROOM OUR (G O A L

YR LOOSE ARM

TO GIVE US A RING AT

061-652 4005 K. TAYLOR

FOR BEER AT ITS BEST

EILEEN & BERT INVITE YOU TO CALL AT
THE PUB THE PLAYERS USE

PRINTERS ARMS Oty

Tel: Saddleworth 4248
(Two miles from motorway on the way to the Ground)

Grinhalle
Lager
TBretwed in the Wabvarian Wap




THE

SPORT FINAL

FOR ALL LOCAL SPORT

JACK BOWDEN

EXCAVATING Yo PLANT HIRE
DEMOLITION, DISMANTLING ENGR

LEES RD, OLDHAM Tel: 061-624 0365

AID CONSULTANTS

Can you calculate 8% VAT in your head?

We can supply the answer in seconds, with
TOSHIBA, TOTALIA, MELCOR, REMINGTON, ADLER
OLYPMIA, SUMMIT, ANITA AND LAGO CALCULATORS

Bamford Street Works, Rochdale
Telephones: Rochdale 38974 or 061-624 1628

QUITE a number of Oldham supporters
have taken the trouble, in the last week
or two, to write to me about their ob-
servations on the Oldham team, and
their performances.

Some of the writers thought that
things were not going too badly; others
made it clear that they were not terribly
happy at our performances so far,

Let me make it clear here and now
that I like receiving mail. I like sup-
porters to express their views and, if
they are critical, it is better for them
to get their feelings off their chest in a
letter to me rather than storing them
up inside.

I will endeavour to write to all those
people whose letters carried addresses.

Human nature being what it is it is
pleasant, from time to time, to receive
a letter from a fan who believes that
something good or worthwhile has been
achieved.

Oftener than not, people only put pen
to paper if something is niggling them
but I sincerely accept that they do it for
cne reason cnly — they are very keen,
conscientious supporters who may be
worried about their team.

At present everyone connected with
Watersheddings is disappeinted about
recent performances,

Some supporters have expressed the
view to me that the club ought to buy
new players and then they would come
and watch But this is a classic case of
a vicious circle.

You cannot build up your reserve
strength and enter the market for new
players when there is noc mcmey with
which to do it,

Likewise, there is a much better
chance of spending when the spectators
are coming through the turnstiles.

A third of the season has passed and
I am the first to admit that I'm dis-
appointed because we have not shown
very much improvement since the start
»f the ssason.

Certainly, with a little more steadiness,
we could have had better results, been
in the happy position of leading the
Second Division, and still had an inter-
est in one or other of the cup competi-
tions.

On Saturday, against Bradford, we
wen a lot of ball but then lost a lot of
ball and these lapses do give rise to a
certain amount of concern.

The players are working hard, make
no mistake about that, and I have great
admiration for the way they are getting
down to their training and showing a
very keen willingness to do whatever is
asked of them.

I don’'t let one or two disappoint-
ments get me down too much., To coin
an old expression Rome wasn’t built in
a day, and it is generally true in most
walks of life, not only Rugby League
football, that when you are down every-
thing seems to go wrong.

But every cloud has a silver lining and
you can take it from me that my plavers
will be putting the Bradford defeat
behind them and getting down conscien-
tiously to the task of beating Working-
ton today and thus consolidating our
position among the Second Division
leaders.

At the start of the season I said
promotion must be our main priority.
That target is still uppermost in our
minds. Recent results in the Second
Division show that it won’'t be easy.
Every match is going to be a vital one.

To be truthful I was disappointed in
the gate for the Bradford match. I tried
to drum up some enthusiasm in the pro-
gramme and the Press because I know
that spectators enjoy the excitement of
a sudden-death cup tie.

And had we been able to get a little
momentum from a good cup run it
would have created the interest which
would have drawn the supporters back
again , . , and that, in turn, would
have helped us to achieve our aims as
far as promotion is concerned.




OUR VISITORS BY DON YATES

WHEN Gus Risman returned to England
in August, 1946 after skippering the
British Lions in their successtul defence
of the Rugby League Ashes he realised
that the time was ripe for him to look
to the managerial side of the game and
he moved to the newly-formed Work-
ington Town club as player manager.

At the time Risman was asked how
long he thought it would take to build
up a side capable of winning the Cup or
Championship and hig reply—*‘It should
take about five years’’—was given plenty
of publicity in° West Cumbria. Kisman
promptly forgot the prophecy as he set
about building his side,

He selected himself at full-back
where he continued to star even though
his international career, which included
17 Tests, had drawn to a close,

The threequarter line included two
international wingers, who each made
three Test appearances. Johnny Lawren-
son was signed from Wigan whilst Happy
Wilson was discovered in Scottish Rugby
Union,

Two of Risman’s best buys were from
Australia, and even though centre Tony
Paskins and second-rower Johnny Mudge
were slow to settle they eventually be-
came two of the stars of this fine Work-
ington side.

At hooker was Vince McKeating, an-
other British Test forward whilst at
loose forward was Billy Iveson who, if
not the best loose forward in English
Rugby League, was certainly the best un-
capped loose forward of all time,

The fortunes of this fine Cumbrian
side slowly improved from 19th league
placing to 11th and then, at the end of
season 1949-50, they were placed 5th and
had Arthur Pepperell seclected for the
195(r tour,

At the beginning of season 1950-51
Risman was alarmed to hear that the
Cumbrian rugby public were discussing
Risman’s ‘“‘five-year plan’’, but he
needn't have worried unduly for Town
ended the campaign in third position in
the league table behind Warrington
and Wigan and in addition they were
runners-up in the Lancashire champion-
ship table,

Under the old top four championship
play-off system Workington had then to
travel to Wigan where a most difficult
task was made well nigh impossible by
a first half injury which led to the with-
drawal of Iveson, and there were no
substitutes in those days.

Somehow Workington found them-
selves 8-7 in front with 15 minutes re-
maining and that was the signal for
Town to completely shut up the game
and hang on for victory,

What a bore those final 15 minutes
were but Workington were in the final
and the Cumbrians made sure that the
61,618 Maine Road crowd at the final
was not as disillusioned as were the
crowd at Wigan.

In a glorious advertisement for the
Rugby League game, Town defeated
top-of-the-table Warrington 26-11 in a
classic. 'All Town's six tries came from
the threequarters of a side considered to
be the best ever to come out of Cumbria.

The present Cumbrian side of course,
does not possess the skills of that vintage
side but they are still capable of causing
an upset and should provide Oldham
patrons with plenty of entertainment
this afternoon,

Frolic in the mud, The ball goes loos¢ and both Bill

Ramsey (left) and David Treas-

ure prepare to pounce. An incident from last Saturday’s cup tie against Bradford.

Picture by courtesy of the Evening Chronicle.



THE proof that Rugby League has still
a great deal to offer the fans was con-
tained in the two recent county cup
finals.

These two games, richly contrasting
in ‘styles, were worthy of far bigger at-
tendances,

It is of little consolation to the York-
shire County officials to hear fans des-
cribing the Hull-Wakefield Trinity final
as a ‘‘classic’’ when the crowd is no
more than 5,824,

Winners Hull K.R_ finished up with
takings of £2,700, including sponsorship
and television fees, while Wakefield
Trinity received £2,000.

The Lancashire clash between Widnes
and Salford kept the crowd inside the
ground right up to the last second in
an equally gripping contest that was ex-
pected to enjoy a far higher attendance
than 7,403.

Both finals were perfectly staged at
Central Park and Headingley but county
officials must now be seriously ccncerned
as they consider ways of halting the
slump in final attendances.

At the present rate it may not b2
long before we have less at a county
final than in previous rounds, which
would be a tragedy.

I see that among suggestions to come
from the recent meeting of the York-
shire county committee is the setting
aside of an extra Saturday for sescond
round ties.

BRIAN BATTY
OF THE MAIL

It does appear that few neutral fans
are taking any interest in the finals but
television would only have a slight bear-
ing in this case and their fees are pro-
viding reasonable compensation.,

I have heard a suggestion that to
make the finals really profitable it would
be a good idea to make them two-legged
affairs.

This, of course, would produce two
chances of television fees and the at-
tendances could hardly be less than they
have been this season.

But the problems could be that the
weekend fixture programme is already
crowded enough at that time of the
year and the danger that a first leg
would produce a runaway win for one
side.

Switching to the presentation of the
two finals, it was interesting to hear
Wakefield’'s Peter Fox complaint that
coaches are too often forgotten figures
in the game,

Salford’s Les Bettinson and Widnes
coach Vince Karalius walked out with
their teams — a feature missing from
the Yorkshire final but one that will
most likely be corrected next season.

It is true that coaches are too often
left out in the cold, particularly at
Wembley, when they are as much en-
titled to a share of the glory as players
and club officials.

Mine Host - DAVID TAYLOR

FREEMASONS HOTEL
MILNROW

LUNCHES & BAR SNACKS

o e a7 e T .
e s % T
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Rugby League’s richest prie!

Players N° Trophy |

I The outstanding feature ofeveryseason [

With over £16,000in prize
money to play for it’s no wonder
that the Player’s N96 Trophy is
asuccess with the players. And the
effort and skill they putinto
capturing the Trophy has made
sure that this § round, 32 club
knockout series is a hit with the
spectators too.

The Player’s N96 Trophy really is
Rugby League’s richest prize—
in every sense.

bl Player’s N%6-
' backing British sports

EVERY PACKET
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING




Central Heating Specialists

Heatsways Ltd.

% NO DEPOSIT

Approved Installers

+% FINANCE TERMS ARRANGED
+% COMPETITIVE PRICES

QUALITY SYSTEMS GAS, OIL OR SOLID FUEL
178-182 Bury New Road, Whitefield

Tel. RAY HATTON 766 6511 (day) 766 4385 (anytime)

s

North West Storage

Equipment Co.

SUPPLIERS OF
SLOTTED ANGLE

STEEL SHELVING,
PALLET RACKING,
HANDLING EQUIPMENT,
CLOTHES LOCKERS,

FILING CABINETS,

STEEL DESKS,

PLASTIC & METAL BINS,
TOOL STORAGE EQUIPMENT,
VAN STORAGE EQUIFMENT.

Specialists in all forms of Storage Equipment & Office Furniture

BAMFORD STREET WORKS
BAMFORD STREET ROCHDALE LANCS.
Tel. KEITH POTTER ROCHDALE 38974-6

|
T

STEEL STOCKHOLDERS, SHEARERS
AND DECOILERS

®
H. STOCKWELL & CO. LTD.
&

ROYTON, Near OLDHAM
Telephone : 061-624 0404 (20 lines)

SEND FLOWERS ANYWHERE ! ANYTIME !

THROUGH . H'LTONIS

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST - -

113 UNION ST. WEST & 188 HUDDERSFIELD RD.

Tel: 061-624 6110 , OLDHAM
FRESH FLOWERS, FRUIT AND VEGETABLES DAILY

BUY THE BEST! — WE DO!

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS

Imported Softwoods — Hardwoods — Plywoods — Formica
Mouldings; Doors; Dowels. Stockists of ‘Weyroc’ & Interwoven Fencing

SAWING, PLANING and MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT

SCOTTFIEI.D. SAWMILLS ASHTON ROAD OLDHAM
Tel: 061-652 7421 '




OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB
(The Pavilion, Watershedding, Oldham)

President: P. V. ASHWORTH Treasurer: R. HARTLEY
Chairman: A. WALKER Vice-Chaiaman: J. HALL
Committee:

T. ADLER, R. HATTON, D. HULME, J. BOWDEN, C. FARNWORTH, K. POTTER.
Secretary: K. WILKINSON Coach: J. CHALLINOR

FIXTURES 1974-75

Aug. 17—Rocl dale (Law Cup) Home 27-15 Aug. 24—B'ack
» 24—Blackpool ... Home 17-13 »» 30—Widnes (7-30 p.m.
Sept. 1—Widnes (3-15 p.m . Home 9-14 Sept. 7—Blackpool .....
,» 8—Blackpool .. Away 13—Salford (7-30 p.m.)

.. Away 28- 2
. Away 13-10
Home
. Away

»» 14—Huddersfield .................. Home Oct. 5—Rochdale .. Home
» 20—Hull K.R. (7-30 g.m.) veeees Away » 12—Wigan ... Away
w 28—Player’'s No. 6 (Ist Rnd.) » 19—St, Helens Away
Lancs. Cup, Rnd. 1 ...... Home .y 26—Huyton Away
Oct. 6—N. Hunslet (3-30 p.m.) ... Away Nov. 2—Swinton Home
TR b o - 1 | e e A P Home ,» 8—Warrington (7-30 p.m.) ... Away
»» 18—Whitehaven (7-00 p.m.) ... Away i 23—WIANEE .iivoacecnconsssessasons Home
»  26—Huyton ........cccccceevennnn. Home » 30—
Nov. 3—Swinton ...........ccoeeeieennen Away 14—
»» 9—Player’s No. 6 (2nd Rnd.) 21—
» 16—Workington .............cee.. Home .y 26—
,» 24—Doncaster (2-30 p.m.) ...... Away 20y AB—HUFION sisniniadasium Home
s 30—Batley " ..... ... a Jan. 4—
Dec. 8—Workington (2-30 p. oo 11—
s JM—Hull KRy Goiiiiniinng 7 AE—DRTOW.  uiasnicsiasvivens
»w 21— v 25—SWINON' ...rococencecsracssnseacs
,»  26—Huddersfield Feb. 1-—
o 29—Huyton (2-30 p.m.) . .. Away ,» 8—St. Helens
Jan. 4—New Hunslet ....... .. Home »» 15—Leigh
,» 1l—Doncaster .......... .. Home »w 22—Salford
,» 17—Barrow (7-00 p.m.) . .. Away Mar. 1—
o 2=—SWIRtON IinlillSlalleiR Home w 8=
Feb. 1— S L Away
,» 8—Challenge Cup (Ist Rnd.) ,» 21—Rochdale (7-30 p.m.) ...... Away
. 15—Leigh (3-45 p.m.) ............ Away o 29—
,» 22—Challenge Cup (2nd Rnd.) Apr. S—Barrow .........cceceeeeeinnns
Mar. 1—Whitehaven .. ................ Home ,  12—Warrington oa
»w | 8— yot FOSWIBRI | L aensonssssrsnsosanss
» 15—Leigh
. 23—Batley
» 30—Hull
Apr. 5—DBarrow
, 19—
POOLS
OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
BECOME AN AGENT NOW — GENEROUS COMMISSION
FREE SEASON TICKET FREE WEEKLY AGENTS DRAW

AND MANY OTHER PRIVILEGES
Please contact ALAN TAYLOR at the Pools Office 'Phone: 652-5244.

SOCIAL CLUB

WHY NOT CALL IN THE CLUB AFTER THE MATCH FOR A CHAT
AND A DRINK !

Friday and Saturday — LATE CABARET NIGHTS
Restaurant and Light Snacks available ‘Phone: 624-7240.
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EVERY WEDNESDAY

OVERSEAS RATES AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
13 weeks (£1.80) 26 weeks (£3.80) season (£5.60)

THROUGHOUT
THE SEASON

4p




