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GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD.

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND WALLBOARD DISTRIBUTORS

Imported Softwoods — Hardwoods — Plywoods — Formica :
Mouldings; Doors; Dowels. Stockists of ‘Weyroc’ & Interwoven Fencing

SAWING, PLANING and MOULDING MILLS
TIMBER ROT PROOFED BY OUR CUPRINOL DELUGING PLANT

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS — ASHTON ROAD — OLDHAM

Tewphone Obi 852 7421

SEND FLOWERS ANYWHERE ! ANYTIME !

HILTON'S

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST

113 UNION ST. WEST & 188 HUDDERSFIELD RD.
Telephone Okt 624 61" OLDHAM
FRESH FLOWERS. FRUIT AND VEGETABLES DAILY

BUY THE BEST! — WE DO!

North West Storage
Equipment Co.

NWS

FILING CABINETS.

STEEL DESKS,

PLASTIC & METAL BINS
TOOL STORAGE EQUIPMENT,
VAN STORAGE EQUIFMENT

SUPPLIERS OF

SLOTTED ANGLE

STEEL SHELVING,
PALLET RACKING,
HANDLING EQUIPMENT,
CLOTHES LOCKERS,

Specialists in all forms of Storage Equipment & Office Furniture

BAMFORD STREET WORKS
BANV FORD STREET ROCHDALE LANCS.
TEel "HONE KEITH POTTER ROCHDALE 38974/5

Oldham
Rugby
League
Football
Club

Ground :
WATERSHEDDINGS
Colours :

RED & WHITE HOOPED
JERSEYS, WHITE SHORTS

Telephone :
Secretary: 061-624 4865
Social Club : 061-624 7240 -
Pools Office : 061-652 5244
President :
H. ASHWORTH
Chairman :
A. WALKER
Vice-Chairman :
R. HARTLEY
Treasurer :
R. HARTLEY
Committee :
J. BOWDEN, B. DAY,
J. HIGGINS, D. HULME,
C. FARNWORTH,
W. JINKS, J. HALL.
Secretary :
KEVIN WILKINSON
Doctor :
Dr. D, GADSDEN

Coach :
GRIFF JENKINS

Assistant Coach :
TERRY GORMAN
Physiotherapist :
DENNIS WRIGHT
Promotions Manager :
ALAN TAYLOR

ON THE INSIDE—

DAVE PARKER

I can reveal that prior to the hurried departure
of Bill Ashurst to Penrith, Sydney, Warrington
hearing that through health reasons Ashurst may
be forced to abandon his plans or leave his
family in England, They would have signed him
probably with the cash they got from the sale
of Brian Gregory to Oldham and Barry Briggs
to Wigan,

There are strong rumours circulating Lancashire
that Wigan have had former Oldham coach
Graham Starkey into the boardroom and told
him the results, this once proud club are used to,
are not coming and it will nof do.

The home defeat by Keighley in the 2nd round
of the Player's No, 6 Trophy will not have
helped matfers,

If Joe Chamberlain opts for staying in the
warmer climate of Southern France to play his
Rugby League then ITuyton are expected to turn
to Warrington’s faithful servant Tommy Conroy.

Loose-forward Derek Fletcher is back in train-
ing at Leigh after falling off a roof in Oldham
last month. Fortunately for Derek he fell on
some hay and that broke his fall, With a bad
back and shock Derek and the Leigh club reckon
he was dead lucky. His career and ability to walk
could have been impaired for life.

Leigh have sent in a report to the Rugby
Football League about what they call “‘the biased
Yorkshire touch judges’”.

The reason former Swinton utility back Mick
Philbin did not leave Warrington for Whitehaven
was that he feels for the time being far too much
good money was to be earned,

Warrington's  former Preston Grasshoppers
winger John Heritage has joined Blackpool
Borough for trials. Last season he was on trial
at Barrow. Toby Du Toit, the big South African
who was all “the rage two seasons ago, is
currently injured and with the cold weather and
only A’ feam football in prospect is looking
forward to returning home at the end of the
season when his contract expires and his work
permit also expires.

The Oldham amateur clubs are likely to join
up with those of Halifax and Huddersfield and
coupled with Rochdale and Dewsbury teams and
with the possible joining also of Bradford it is
likely that the now named Joint League will
become the Pennine Leaguc. January 14th is
likely to be the deciding day when ‘the Joint
League management committee and clubs meet
in Elland.



HEALTH AND FITNESS THE FINNISH WAY

SAUNA IS HEALTH and well-being for the whole family. In Finland
it has been a tradition for over 2,000 years; even 300 years B.C. the
Ancient Greeks used similar types to keep them in good physical
condition. Sauna is a proven method of keeping one’s body fit.

SAUNA GIVES immediate relief to strain and tension. It relaxes
aching muscles, also can be beneficial in the relief of rheumatic and
arthritic conditions. Once tried, Sauna will become a ritual.

YOUR SAUNA IS AT THE

PETER FRANCIS SALON

151 DRURY LANE, HOLLINWOOD
Telephone 681 6494

BRIAN BATTY OF THE MAIL

If the signs ars that it will be a quiet Christmas for most Rugby League clubs
the same cannot be said about next Spring,

With the power and fuel crisis taking its toll of the fixtures, the League programme
has suddenly found breathing space after the mad rush of the last few months,

The change has perhaps proved too severe for some clubs but the players must
welcome the chance to lick their wounds.

The list of injuries should start to diminish among many clubs and the fans
will be taking a fresh approach now that they haven't to try and find the cash
for as many as three games in a week.

The ban on floodlighting has not quite left the coaches in the same frame
of mind for they are struggling to please their clubs and followers under a sizeable
handicap.

With the sport purely part-time, they are finding it difficult enough keeping their
players fit, forcing them to lap around the unlit areas of the pitch.

The situation takes on a grimmer aspect when you consider that many teams
are now unable to train properly, rehearse moves and generally throw the ball
abomt as usual,

Some clubs have taken steps to overcome this problem by taking their players
off work for a daylight session.

Warrington have managed this move and Kevin Ashcroft, their Great Britain
hooker, tells me: 'It is working well for us at Warrington. We are delighted the club
has arranged for us to get together on a Thursday afternoon and seen that we don't
lose out financially.

‘It must be tough on those clubs who cannot do this but I can see a lot of them
trying when the Challenge Cup-ties come along’.

A lot of the headaches will clear when the lighter evenings come along as long
as clubs can cope with their fixture backlogs,

It is to be hoped we don't get another big freeze this winter to turn the
situation into one of chaos as we had in 1963.

Soccer clubs are already talking about an extension to their season of several
weeks but it would be difficult to manage this in League,

With the tour of Australia starting in May, clubs will have 26 players being
selected for Great Britain and they won’t want to play decisive matches without
their stars,

POOLS NEWS

FIRST £100-00 HOLIDAY WINNER

Mrs, Fitton of Shaw, the first winner of our new £100-00 holiday draw looking
with Alan Stott, a director of Holts Travel Services at the holiday she has selected

in Austria,

We have nearly completed a full years operation with our Three 'n' Easy Pool.
The coming year should see us doing even better. Although the system is nearly
full we could still use a few more agents. Why not start the New Year right by
helping the club where it wants help most—financially, As an agent you will be
making a direct contribution to club funds and helping to ensure a good feam on

the meadow, Call at the Pools Office after the match and become an agent now,



A CHANGE OF JOB?

For details of current vacancies and

interview appointments please ring

FERRANTI LIMITED
Cairo Mill Waterhead . Oldham

Telephone 061-624 0281

END OF SEASON COMPETITION

The top 16 Play-off Competition is to be replaced at the end of the present season
by the '"1974 RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP”. At the end of the season
points will be awarded for the final position each club occupies in the League tables,

30 points for the top of the 1st Division, 29 for the second, 28 the third, etc. Three

points” will be awarded for each cup-tie a club wins, Four points awarded to a
promoted club and four points deducted from a relegated club,

CAKE BAKERIES LTD.
ASHTON ROAD - OLDHAM

QUALITY CAKES

SPECIALISTS IN SLAB CAKE, FAMILY CAKES & SWISS ROLLS

Tel. 061-633 1181 Telex. : 668738 Telegrams : Parkona

ARTHUR GOSS & SON

“THE MAN’'S SHOP”

% QUALITY MEN'S WEAR BY THE BEST MAKERS

* READY TO WEAR SUITS BY ‘DAKS’, ‘'MAENSON', & 'SUMRIE'
% RAINCOATS BY ‘BURBERRY', ‘DRIWAY’, & '‘NICHOLSON'

* CLUB COLOURS A SPECIALITY

RHODES BANK, OLDHAM — Tel.: MAI 2086

this space

reserved

for neville summerscales

I'm always eager for a “"TRY"

Kevin Taylor

PLUMBER AND HEATING ENGINEER

6 PIERCE STREET, OLDHAM - 652 4005

F. D. WHITEHEAD
— BUILDING SERVICES LIMITED — '
SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN AND BUILDING OF LICENSED CLUBS

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BUILDING OF THE OFC SOCIAL CLUB

NORDENS DRIVE, CHADDERTON, LANCS. - 624 9737




Rugby Quiz

1. Who did Hornets beat to win the Challenge Cup in 1921-22 ?
2. Who were Oldham’s first ever opponents.?

3. Which Oldham player was transfered to Rochdale where he won Great Britain
test match honours ?

4. Which is Rochdale's biggest ever away win ?
When were Oldham First Division Champions ?
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VARTA

Batteries

POWER FOR HEATING
POWER FOR SEEING
POWER FOR DRIVING — at all times and everywhere

VARTA HOUSE . HAWGER LANE . LONDON W5 IEH
Tele none 01-998 7557

THE
GREEN FINAL
FOR ALL LOCAL SPORT
OLDHAM | ROCHDALE /5

Red & White Hooped Jerseys
White Shorts

I—MURPHY M.
2—MUNRO G.

or—m.

" 3_LARDER P, 3}‘/"'(5
—WATNWRIORT~A. ¢ /Lol
S—O’BRIEN L (+ 4
6—TREASURE D, 3'-“{

7—McCONE "M.

8—ASHCROFT K.
OECH=AWSON

9—TAYLOR K.
10—-HALL F.
11—GREGORY B.
12—McCRACKEN W.
I13—PETERS A.

14_ g/u ”
15— ;3f I"/L‘-"‘

Referee:
S. WALL (Leigh)

Red White & Blue jerseys
White Shorts

1—CRELLIN, J
2—BRELSFORD, N ("~
3—BROPHY, T iuss ¢/
4—TAYLOR, D '
5—ASPINALL B

6—BUTLER, J
7—GARTLAND, P
8—HOLLIDAY, B 3 ¢ ¢ s
9 —HARRIS, R

10 -WHITEHEAD, S (-~ ¥
11—HODKINSON, A
12—FOGERTY T
13—HALMSHAW, T

14—HAMMOND, J
15—SHEFFIELD, B

Touch Judges
K. Ashall (Rainhill) Red

F, Tomlinson (Widnes) Orange



AGENTS WANTED-

WHY NOT BECOME AN AGENT?

HERE ARER:§ REASONS WHY YO!I' SHOULD

1. You can have a FREE season ticket.

2. You will be paid commission and expenses on all money collected.

3. You will get a commission bonus on all major prize money won by your
members. :

You will qualify for all agents special draws that are made.

5. You will qualify to participate in a FREE weekly draw for a valuable
gold plated, 25 jewelled wrist watch (Ladies or Gents).

You will be invited to all agents nights and special social evenings.
You will have full consideration for any all-ticket matches.

You will be making a direct contribution towards the development of the
Oldham R.L.F.C.

TEAR OFF AND POST OR DELIVER THIS FORM TO WATERSHEDDINGS FOR
FURTHER DETAILS OF HOW EASY AND INTERESTING AN AGENCY CAN BE.

CUT ALONG THIS LINE

To: ALAN TAYLOR, OLDHAM RUGBY DEVELOPMENT ASSOC.
THE PAVILION, WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM.

| am interested in becoming an AGENT of the THREE-'N'-EASY
Weekly Draw. Please let me have full details. (1 am over 18).

ADDRESS o ovinin i bl o B il i i e sl S

If you are interested in MEMBERSHIP ONLY please give your
Newsagents name and address or district if known.

OUR VISITORS
ROCHDALE

Currently holding down the full-back spot at Rochdale is former Oldham
favourite Jim Crellin who began his professional career in 1965 when Workington
Town signed him from Moresby RUFC. Whilst with Workington, Crellin gained
the first of his many Cumberland County caps and this, amongst other reasons,
tempted Oldham to 's.ign him. One of Crellin's happiest matches for Oldham was
in season 1969-70 when he scored a try and landed 9 goals against Keighley. In
1970 Crellin was transfered to Rochdale in exchange for Gordon Worswick and
£850 and in the three and a half seasons since his transfer he has scored 37 tries
and kicked 43 goals for Hornets, Another former Oldham player, Norman Brelsford,
will be appearing on the wing this afternoon. He joined Oldham in February K 1965
and, not being able to command a regular first team spot, he was given a free
transfer to Rochdale, Brelsford has certainly settled down at the Athletic Grounds
where last season he scored 20 tries including five in the 24—19 Lancashire Cup
victory up at Whitehaven. This season he has won his first representative honours
when he plaved in both Lancashire’s Championship winning matches, Rochdale's
other winger, Rod Tickle, has also gained Lancashire representative honours. He
joined Leigh from Warrington Colts and moved to Rochdale Hornets last July. He
made his debut for Hornets against Oldhum in the pre-season friendly, Also in
running for a spot on the wing is the Fijian Jonathon Kucuve who joined Hornets
in January, 1971, from Fijian rugby union circles, The centre positions will probably
be filled by two former stand-offs, Willie Aspinall and Tom Brophy. At the beginning
of last month Aspinall celebrated his 31st birthday but he still poses encugh
problems for opposing defences. He joined Warrington from the St. Helens based
United Glassblowers in 1962 and quickly rose to the top with appearances for
Lancashire and a place on the 1966 Tour to Australasia, In 1971 he scored 2 tries
and 3 goals in Wairington's 25—17 defeat of Oldham so Oldham already know of
his rugby prowess. He moved to Rochdale in July, 1971, for £2,000 and has been
a steady influence to the Hornets backs ever since, Brophy is the same age as
Aspinall but whilst Aspinall was making a name for himself in his early years at
Warrington Brophy was making his name in rugby union circles when he was
playing for Lancashire and England. In 1966 Barrow signed Brophy for £6,000
from Liverpool RUFC and at the end of his first season he appeared at Wembley.
Whilst with Barrow, Brophy won Lancashire County honours and it took a lot
of persuading by the Rochdale management before they let Brophy move to the
Hornets in August, 1972, in exchange for Joe Chamberlain and £2,000. Last season
he scored 18 tries and 38 goals including 2 tries and 5 goals in the 34—7 defeat
of Blackpool Borough. Providing the cover in the backs for Hornets is 24 years old
Colin Simkin who was signed from Broughton Park for £1,500 last September

after impressing against Swinton in the Floodlit Cup. One of Frank Myler's best



buys has been John Butler {he former St. Helens and England U-19 star who
moved into professional circles with Keighley as a loose-forward, Since moving
to Rochdale last February for £1,000 he has been moved to stand-off with considerable
success for at present he leads the Rochdale try scoring chart with 10, Hornets other
half back Peter Gartland was another bargain purchase who cost a mere £500 when
he moved from St. Helens during the summer of 1971. Although not a spectacular
player he is a hard working awkward opponent, A capable half back reserve and
also a more than useful full back is Johnny Hammond, a former England amateur
who joined Rochdale in 1970 from the Oldham St, Annes junior club. Both hookers
in the Rochdale first team squad learned their trade with the Latchford Albion
club, Peter Clarke was signed in 1969 whilst Ray ‘Nipper' Harris was signed in
April, 1972, and made his debut here at Watersheddings in the Law Cup match
the following August. There is plenty of forward talent to support the hookers
including local product Eddie Brown, a former Lancashire 1-17 player. Brown
signed for Hornets in September, 1966, from Mayfield juniors, He has played four
times for Lancashire and in 1969 he represented England U-24 against France,
Twenty nine years old Terry Fogarty has been playing professionally since 1960
when he signed for Halifax from Saddleworth Rangers. He became the first winner
of the Harry Sunderland Trophy for his display in the 1965 Championship Final
and he also represented Other Nationalities and toured Australasia in 1966 before
being transfered to Wigan. At Wigan Fogarty played for Lancashire and Great
Britain and then in 1970 he returned to Halifax, Last September he was bought
by Rochdale for £7,000 which is quite a reasonable fee for such a fine, ball playing
forward, Another Rochdale signing from Halifax is Tony Halmshaw who was signed
from Shaw Cross Boys' Club in 1965. He also played four times for Yorkshire and
once for Great Britain before his transfer to Hornets last March for £5,000. The
fiery Alan Hodkinson was signed from Salford for £750 and he is a capable stand-by
for any of the forward positions. Bill Holliday is with his fifth professional club
having originally signed for Whitehaven from Wath Brow Hornets in 1959, After
playing for Cumberland and Great Britain, Holliday made his first move to Bradford
Northern and then on to Hull Kingston Rovers for £8,000 in January, 1965.
In September, 1968, Swinton forked out a further £6,000 for his services and then
in November, 1972, a comparatively modest £1,000 changed hands as Holliday
switched to the Athletic Grounds, So far this season the steady boot of Holliday has
landed 55 goals including 7 goals plus a try against Huyton in the first round
of the Lancashire Cup. Back-row forward Bill Sheffield was always on the fring
of selection whilst with St, Helens without ever becoming a first team regular but
that all changed when he moved to Rochdale in February, 1971, He is a fast, strong
running forward who will have to be watched this afte-noon. Another dangerous
attacker is Bob Welding the former Leigh and Bradford N ‘rthern player who moved
to Rochdale in April, 1971 as part of the deal which took Eddie Tees to Odsal.
Welding representéd England at U-24 level in his Leigh days and he has also
represented Lancashire on several occasions including both matches this season.
The remaining member of Rochdale's pack is 30 years old Stuart Whitehead, an
Oldham lad who joined Oldham from Shawside juniors in November, 1961. In
September, 1966, Whitehead moved from Oldham to Salford where he spent six
quite successful seasons in which he appeared in both a Lancashire Cup Final and
at Wembley. In November, 1972, Rochdale signed him for £1,500 and he has moved
up to prop forward quite successfully,

SOCIAL CLUB

BOXING DAY Cabaret includes

SWEET CHARIOT

Mike Harris : Diane Chandler:
Adm at door 60p

NEW YEARS EVE Cabaret Includes

THE DOOLEY FAMILY

Sue Carol Franklyn James

A few tickets left at £2 each inc buffet



FIRST TEAM FIXTURES

1973

Aug. 18—Leeds ..................... A
25—~Dewsbury ............... H

Sept. 1—Wigan, Lancs. Cup ... H
8—Bramley .................. H
15—Player’s Competition
22—Wakefield
26—Castleford
29—Wigan .............v.eueen

Oct. 6—Whitehaven ....
14—Dewsbury
19—-AUSTRALIA
27—Featherstone ......... H

Nov. 2--St, Helens ............... A
11—Widnes .................. H
i |« L Y i A H

Dec. 1—Featherstone ............ A
8—St. Helens H

4

26—Rochdale H. ............ H
30—Whitehaven ............ A

1974

Jan. 1—Salford .................. A
O—HUlL IR, .. cvverserssses H
lt%;igh ..................... A
2 arringtoR.  ............ H

Feb. 2—Challenge Cup (1)
10—Bramley .................. A
16—Wakefield ............... H

Apr.

23—Challenge Cup (2)
2—Leeds
9—Challenge Cup (3)
17—Widnes

23—Chal, Cup (Semi-final)

M—Huall KR, Coivivviinics A
7—Castleford ....

RN §
13—Salford ....... REEE e - &
15—Rochdale H. ............ A

1973
Aug.

Feb.
Mar.

Apr.

. 13—Swinton ....

‘“A"” TEAM FIXTURES

11—Rochdale ............... H
18—Barrow .................. H
25—Workington ............ A
29—Rochdale

(1st leg Shield) ... H

. 8—Rochdale

(2nd leg Shield) ...
22—Barrow  ............o.....
29—Wigan ...l

20—Swinton .......

27—Workington .

. 3—St. Helens .........ccc.es

O—Widnes .....cococroonness

-17—Huyton ..................

A

A

H

H

A

A

H

A

A

24—Wigan ........ccoeeveennnn A
1—Barrow .................. H
7—St_ Helens .... A
16—Warrington H
PP U G A
A

H

A

H

H

A

H

A

H

H

H

A

A

H

4 MoRd i s shessy
12—Workington

18—Warrington D nsas
23-Sallord ~ .......seexe 8
26—Swinton ..................
9—Huyton
23—Huyton
2—Barrow ...
9—Huyton ....
13—Leigh .......
16—Widnes
23—Rochdale ...............
29—Swinton ..................

PARAMOUNT PACKING CASE

MAKERS LTD

FOR ALL YOUR PALLET REQUIREMENTS

WHITFIELD MILL - MILLFOLD - WHITWORTH - ROCHDALE

Telephone Whitworth 3326

Rugby League’s richest prize!

Player’s N96 Trophy

The outstanding feature of every season

7

With over £16,000 in prize
money to play forit’s no
wonder that the Player’s N9 6
Trophy is a success with the
players. And the effortand
skill they put into capturing
the Trophy has made sure that
this § round, 32 club knockout
series is a hit with the ~
spectators too.

The Player’s N96 Trophy
really is Rugby League’s

richest prize —inevery sense. = where the action is )

PLAYER'S :

PNS STTA

EVERY PACKET
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING



