Northern Rugby Football League

Rugby League’s richest prize! . Central Park

Player’s N96 Trophy
The outstanding feature of everyseason |

v OLDHAM

Saturday, 29th Sept., 1973 Kick-off 3-0 p.m.

With over £16,000 in prize
money to play for it’s no
wonder that the Player’s N© 6
Trophy is a success with the
players. And the effort and
skill they putinto capturing
the Trophy has made sure that
this § round, 32 club knockout
series is a hit with the
spectators too.

The Player’s NO6 Trophy
really is Rugby League’s
richest prize —in every sense.

PNS 577A

EVERY PACKET
CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING
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WIGAN FOOTBALL CLUB LTD.

Ground: Central Park, Wigan Tel. Wigan 43079

Colours: Cherry and White Hooped Jerseys, White Shorts

¥ % %

Directors:
N. Bibby (Chairman), L. K. Broome (Vice-Chairman),J. Hilton, S. Baxendale,
A. E. Walls, H. T. Gostelow, W. Ackers, M. Ryan, C. H. Ratcliffe,
J. E. Williams.

Secretary: D. Bradley Coach: G. Starkey

Brian Batty on Rugby League

Consult Billy Blan Wigan’s famous former International

for your next VAUXHALL or BEDFORD at

Mabs Cross Motors Ltd.

MESNES STREET, WIGAN Tel. 43271

Wigan Rugby Social Club

¥ MONDAY NIGHT IS FOLK NIGHT x

Monday, 1st October,
BARBARA DIXON

Monday, 8th October,
MIKE HARDING

The sporting life of Doug Laughton
has been clouded by a succession of
injuries since he exploded onto the
international scene in 1970.
Laughton was the aggressive run-
ning second row forward who help-
ed lift Britain off the floor to win the
high scoring Second and Third Test
in Sydney and clinch the Ashes. He
captained Britain when they
swamped New Zealand at Swinton
in the World Cup but was switched
from the loose forward for the final,
which Britain lost to Australia.
Since those action-packed times
Laughton has battled to overcome
one of the worst injury records
suffered by an English player and has
changed clubs into the bargain.

At the start of the 1972 season
Laughton was out for four weeks
with a broken thumb and then for
five months with cartilage trouble,
ruling him out of the Kiwi Tests
after being named as skipper. He
was set to return to the inter-
national scene against France when
it was discovered he had broken his
jaw. So Laughton set his sights on
the World Cup in France until his
hopes and ambitions collapsed when
his knee went yet again and he talk-
ed of quitting the game.

“l was sick to the teeth with
injuriesand hospitals,"’ recalls Doug.
‘I thought | might was well pack it

By

Brian

Batty

of the
“’Daily Mail”

in and concentrate on my business
interests. “‘It seemed there was a
jinx sitting on my shoulder and |
couldn’t get cracking at either club
or international level.” Wigan
finally sold their star to Widnes,
where he is now making a deter-
mined effort to regain his Great
Britain spot under the guidance of
the great loose forward Vince
Karalius.

“Doug is looking really fast and
dangerous and he must have
wonderful chance of making the
side,”” says Vince. With a summer
spent on weight lifting training and
riding a bike to strengthen his knee
muscles, Laughton is down to
13 stone 6 Ib. — almost a stone
lighter than when he toured Down
Under. “I'd love to have another
crack at the Aussies for | reckon we
can field a side to beat them,” he
says. ‘“‘“They’ll bring a big pack and
will be fit but we've got the skill
and pace to overcome that.”’

Cover Picture: John Gray reaches high above the Batley defence to get his pass in.

Photograph by courtesy of “THE ZVENING POST AND CHRONICLE"

For the best of Wigan Rugby League news and views read

Cliff Webb in the WIGAN OBSERVER

¥ EVERY FRIDAY — 4p. x
The top paper for accurate reports and action pictures.




Industrial Products Limited
LEIGH ROAD, HINDLEY GREEN, Nr. WIGAN

Yacancies for Men
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GOOD WAGES

SECURITY

VARIETY OF SHIFTS & JOBS
INTERESTING WORK

Don’t Hesitate — Call for Immediate Interview
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

or Telephone for appointment Wigan 55166

TURNER
& NEWALL
LIMITED

Inside Central Park

September has been a month of
mixed fortunes for Wigan. It began
well with the first-round Lancashire
Cup win at Oldham and continued
in the same vein, and at the same
ground, when another victory was
achieved in the first leg of the Flood-
lit Competition match. This was
followed by the defeat of Batley in
the first round of the Player’s No. 6
Trophy in a match which never
really came alive, although there
were some very good tries.

Then came the most disappointing
part of the month - the defeat by
Oldham in the return leg of the
Floodlit Competition match. Old-
ham raised their game while Wigan
never got into gear; the final result
was as abysmal as the weather.

But this was a prelude to a splen-

did Lancashire Cup semi-final win at
Workington. This wasa tremendous
all-round performance and every
Wigan player made an impression
during the game. Colin Clarke, who
had been suffering from a leg strain,
came back to lead the forwards well,
and Stuart Wright also made a
welcome return after injury. Bill
Francis had probably his best game
of the season, scattering the Town
defence time after time.
It was unfortunate that Jim Nulty
broke his collar-bone late in the
game. He will be out of action for
about five weeks.

In their fourth game in nine days
the team produced another good
performance at Featherstone on
Sunday. There was another late
downpour which probably pleased

the Featherstone forwards, but for
the first 20 minutes Wigan seemed
to be getting the upperhand.
Featherstone took control of the
game for the next quarter but
Wigan came back strongly and
eventually took the lead only to
lose by a late drop goal by Steve
Nash. A win would have been agreat
boost but even in defeat the team
showed plenty of spirit.

» Ld *

The Lancashire Cup Final will be
played at Warrington on Sat., 13th
October. Our opponents are
Salford who defeated Whitehaven
on Tuesday before a large crowd at
the Recreation Ground.

-~ L *

Stuart Wright was ruled out of the
Featherstone game because of a
knock on the shoulder during the
Workington Town match, but has
not had to miss training. Peter
Rowe is making very good progress
following his cartilage operation,
and Bill Davies is improving steadily
In the past two months he has
progressed from using crutches to a
caliper and is now walking without
any aid at all.

» » L4

We extend a welcome today to
Oldham for our fourth meeting this
month. The three previous en-
counters have ended in away wins,
but we hope to put a stop to that
today. We were very disappointed
to be dismissed from the Floodlit
Competition at that stage and we
must make amends this afternoon.



Wigan A’

The ‘A’ team have made an en-
couraging start this season and have
attracted crowds approaching 500
people for their last two games.
They had a successful afternoon
against a strong Warrington side
last Saturday. Dave Robinson made
a welcome return to action in this
game and played the full 80 minutes.
The result was 9-6 in Wigan's
favour. The only try of the match
being scored by our Australian
trialist John Glassington who

played at stand-off.

Earlier in the season the ‘A’ team
defeated Huyton to qualify for the
second round of the Lancashire
Shield. Our opponents are not yet
known.

Fullback Tommy Highton has
been a consistent and steadying
influence on the team, whilst Jimmy
Hornby has looked very useful in-
deed on the left wing. Wigan are in
the fortunate position of having two
top-class scrum-halves, and Bernard
Coyle was again outstanding against

Warrington.

For good TIME all the TIME—High Class Engraving Service
TROPHIES AND EQUIPMENT FOR EVERY SPORT

JAGK GARRINGTON

* * x % Jewellers and Sports Outfitters » » »
OUTFITTERS TO WIGAN FOOTBALL CLUB

757 & 806 ORMSKIRK ROAD, PEMBERTON, WIGAN
TELEPHONE WIGAN 82398

Wigan in Action

Right;

Warren Ayres on the
attack during the Floodlit
Competition match
against Oldham.
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Telephone Wigan 42017 & 42442 Telephone Wigan 42017 & 42442

ASSOCIATED TYRE SPECIALISTS (NW) LTD.

(Formerly Western Tyre)

THE BETTER NAME IN €2 / 98 WARRINGTON ROAD, NEWTOWN, WIGAN
WALLGATE WIGAN 41396 : | A GOROON 80 % BRITAINS No. 1 TYRE SPECIALISTS %

GORDONS FORD MAIN DEALER GORDONS FORD MAIN DEALER CORDONS FORD MAIN DEALER

o

(@,
GORDON FORD ~WIGAN

WIGAN e OLDHAM

Colours: Blue Jersey with White Band, HILTON & I_AYLAND Colours: Red and White Hooped Jersey,

Blue Shorts LB i< White Shorts Tl G
1. KEVIN O’LOUGHLIN . | ... f... ‘ FULL BACK 1. J. BLAIR ey pmN [
2 G.VIGO .. .. o | RIGHT WING 2 G.MUNRO .. .. ..
3. W.FRANCIS .. .. .. | RIGHT CENTRE 3. M. ELLIOTT .. .. ..
4. KIERON O’LOUGHLIN . ] LEFT CENTRE 4. A. WAINWRIGHT ..
5. J. HORNBY .. .. .. . LEFT WING 5. C. O’BRIEN e oo
6. T. CASSIDY .. e Plaslie ‘ STAND OFF 6. M. MURPHY PR S P
7. W. AYRES T g o e SCRl».qM HALF A. KAVANAGH .. .. . |efe.
8. D. WATTS IR P WU | O FRO!LT ROW 8. T. CLAWSON .. .. TEI FE [
9. C. CLARKE .. .. ol HOOKER 9. K. TAYLOR U [ Fo
10. P. SMETHURST = .. .. FRONT ROW 10. K. ASHCROFT ... .. ..
11. R. IRVING . e L SECOND ROW 1 B HALL .. o o oue
12. E. CUNNINGHAM .. . ; SECOND ROW 12. N. GOODWIN ... s | v
13. D. ROBINSON ... . S (€A - LOOSE FORWARD 13. J. FARRELL GHE R e B A

‘ Referee:

Substitutes: ’ E. G. KERSHAW (York) Substitutes:

14. B.COYLE.. .. O R K b 14. T. DAVIES e | (=] v
15. J. GRAY . VSR O D Touch Judges: 15. A. PETERS T N L
E. Leach D. M. Russell
Half-Time: ... pts. (Two Substitutes can be allowed at any time in the game Half-Time: ... pts.
and may themselves be replaced, but once only)

Final Score: ... ... pts. Final Score: ... pts.
PEOPLE WHO CARE Plant Hire Contractors

CALL

Middleton & TWood JACK CASE LTD.

WIGAN 42876 REGD. OFFICE AND PLANT DEPOT ASHES AND HAULAGE

. ASHTON CROSS
HEAD OFFICE: EGERTON HOUSE, WALLGATE, WIGAN ASHTON-IN-MAKEREIELD RAM PIT YARD, HAYDOCK

BRANCHES AT: ASHTON, HINDLEY, PEMBERTON AND STANDISH NR. WIGAN Tel. 0942 77257 /8 NR. ST. HELENS Tel. 0942 77369




Colin Tyrer, our goalkicking full-back has resumed training and
will soon be back in action.

Photograph by kind permission of “EVENING POST AND CHRONICLE"

Wigan Rugby Supporters’ Association

Away Travel

Our next away game is the League
match at Leigh on Sunday, 7th
October (kick-off 3.30 p.m.).
Would anyone wanting to travel on
our coach please book at the hut
before or after the game, or call at
the Secretary's Office during the
week.

Cuff-Links
We hope to have Stainless Steel
cuff-links on sale for Christmas,

' showing the Wigan coat of arms and

inscribed ““Wigan R.L.F.C."

If you are interested in buying
them please call at the hut for more
details.

Pens L

We now have in stock a new set of
cherry and white pens. They are
always a very popular item in our

Souvenir Shop, and we will shortly
be getting new giant pens, similarly
inscribed *‘Wigan R.L.F.C."'

Colin Clark Testimonial Year
As you will probably know, there
have been various fund-raising
events for Colin Clarke's testi-
monial which comes to a close in
December. We will be keeping you
informed of any forthcoming events
which you may wish to attend.
There will be a testimonial draw
in the Social Club on Sunday, 9th
December. Prizes will include:

1st - five days in Majorca for two
(arranged by Kiwi Travel).

2nd —a mini weekend in London for
2 (arranged by Nationwide).

3rd - two quart bottles of whiskey
(donated by Mr. Ken Cowap).

Tickets (at five for 10p) can be
obtained from the Testimonial
Committee or any member of the
Supporters Association Committee.

JOHN PLAYER RUGBY LEAGUE YEARBOOK 1973-74

This illustrated, informative annual, the first of its kind, is a MUST for all
Rugby League supporters. Details at club and league levels, the statistics
of the game, its history, articles by well-known personalities, this annual
satisfies a long-felt want. It will be available shortly after mid-September
but you can book your copy now with the Club Secretary, Price £1.50

RUGBY LEAGUE AT CENTRAL PARK

LANCASHIRE COMBINATION

Saturday, 6th October, 1973

Kick-off 3-0 p.m.

Wigan ‘A’ v Leigh 'A’

WIGAN v HULL K. R.

Saturday, 27th October, 1973

Kick-off 3-0 p.m.



Wi

WiT

CENTRAL PARK, WIGAN DEVELOPMENT FUND
Telephone Wigan 44367

3 CHANCES FOR 1Dp

NEW WEEKLY DRAW

£372 in 150 prizes

PAID OUT EVERY WEEK

First Prize £100
Second Prize £75
Third Prize £50

Plus £147 in Consolation Prizes

’ — plus also
Two trialists from “Down under’’ - Joha Glassington from Australia and Don Wheeler from . .
N Zhalaiad 2 Automatic Gold-Plated Wrist Watches
Photograph by kind permission of “EVENING POST AND CHRONICLE™ [0 s e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o
To: WIGAN RUGBY DEVELOPMENT FUND, CENTRAL PARK, WIGAN

SPORTSMEN ALL BET WITH | am interested in becoming a P%Ec%i%g of the Weekly Draw.

Please let me have full details.

POUG. GREENALL e

=— TURF ACCOUNTANT ===
DARLINGTON STREET, WIGAN




For The Record

Appearances, Scorers,
Results

WIGAN PLAYERS RECORDS — SEASON 1973-74

(up to and including 23rd September, 1973)

ist TEAM APPEARANCES AND TRY SCORERS

Ashcroft

Ayres

Bence ...

Cassidy

Clarke...
Cunningham
Francis

Gray

Hickey

Hill ..
Hinchcliffe ...
Hollingsworth
Irving

Nulty < w
O’Loughlin, Kierol
O’Loughlin, Kevin
Smethurst ...
Vigo

Watts ...

Whittle

Wright

Regan

Nulty
Gray
Francis
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First F- ‘A’
Team Ixtu res Team
AUGUST F A AUGUST F A
11 Sat  Sevens (2.15) H 10 Fri  Warrington (Friendly) ... A 20 19
14 Tues Warrington Locker Cup (7.30) H 13 14 21 Tues Huyton (Lancs. Shield) (7.00) A 21 21
18 Sat Bramley (3.00) — h H 23 2 29 Wed Huyton (Lancs. Shield) (7.30) H 34 2
2; ?:t thiteh;v;on (3.00) a 12 :7
igh (7.
A7 Viow Lalet’t7:30; 7 seprEmBER
g 3 Tues S0 Hetons 030) A 1320
1 Sat  Oldham (Lancs. Cup) (3.00) A 2012 ues St Helens (7.30)
8 Sat  2nd Round Lancs. Cup Bye 8 Sat  Widnes (3.00) ... H 15 17
11 Tues Oldham B.B.C. 2 Prelim Rd. (7-30)A 14 12 22 Sat Warrington (3.00) H 9 6
15 Sac  Batley Players No.61st Rd. (3.00)0H 34 0 29 Sat Oldham (3.00) A
;.g ;:es Ovl;ihlm B.B.((ILZ PI'E Rd.s F((7S-§?)))H 9 14
urs Workington (Lancs Cup S.F(5.30)A 20 4
23 Sun Festherstone (3.30) ... _— 13 14 OCTOBER
29 Sat  Oldham (3.00) H 6 Sat Leigh (3.00) . H
12 Fri  St. Helens (7.30) A
OCTOBER 20 Sat Salford (3.70) . H
7 Sun Leigh (3.30).... A 27 Sat Rochdale (3.00).... A
:g Eu SV\g’akeﬂ(;lgo()lOO) H
ri Salford (7. 5 oA NOVEMBER
H R. (3. X
FEe MR o 10 Sac Swineon O H
NOVEMBER 16 Fri arrington (7.30) ... .
4 Sun Rochdale (3.00) .. .. . . LA 24 Sat OMIBAM (3.00) oot i
11 Sun Castleford (3.00)................. LA
17 Sat  Warrington (3.00)..... . H DECEMBER
25 Sun Oldham (3.00) ... ... A 18 g“ E“"i"‘?;g')m’ . :
at  Leigh (3. SRR a0NeN =
DECEMBER 15 Sac  Workington (3.00) .. H
1 Sat Dewsbury (3.00).......... 22 Sat  Huyton (3.00) .. ... ~H
8 Sat Featherstone (3.00). 29 Sat  Warrington (3.00)...... H
;S 3\:,! grar'r-\‘le{ (3.003)00) 4
6 Wed St. Helens (3,
29 Sat  Leeds (3.00)...... JANUARY
11 Fri Widnes (7.30) ......................
JANUARY 19 Sat  Widnes (3.00) ...
; ‘sl'uu {Varrin(g;gs (3.00) A
at eeds (3. H
13 Sun Hull K.R. (3.00) A FEBRUARY
26 Sat Castleford (3.00) H 1 Fri St.Helens (7.30) ... H
8 Fri  Widnes (7.30) A
FEBRUARY 16 Sat  Barrow (3.00)
; gu vaidCC };tog;)und
at nes (3. H
17 Sun Dewsbury (3.00)............. A "AR'CH .
23 Sat R.L.C.C.2nd Round 1 Fri  Warrington (7.30)
16 Sat  Workington (3.00)
MARCH 23 Sac  Barrow (3.00) ...
3 Sun Wakefield (3.30)...... A %0 Set’ Rochdule (3.0)..
9 Sat R.L.C.C.3rd Round ....
;ﬁ g:: wtéiteh(aav&;\) B3.00) s H APRIL
un idnes (3.00) ... A
3 Wed Huyton (7.00) ... ...
30 Sat Rochdale (3.00) H 12 Fri  St. Helens (11.00) .
16 Tues Salford (7.30)............
APRIL
12 Fri  St. Helens (3.00)........

15 Mon Salford (3.00) ... ..

Printed by Starrs of Wigan, Dawber Street, Wigan



