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Lancashire to recruit

South Africa.

This news was cabled
exclusively to “The News'
this week by our Man on
the Spot in Durban.

He said ""Buddy s
playing it pretty close to
the chest, because he does

Fog, min, sleet, wind - you same it westherwise and Watersheddings had it when
Wigan were hem, Daley goes down under a fog - bouml tackle. .

mas luxury

r lucky 100

A strict limit of 100 —~ that is the membership ceiling fixed this
week for the brand new vice-presidents’ suite being built in the Oldham

Rughy Pavilion.

Said Club Secretary
Mr. K Wilkinson ‘|
know this figure will make
membership pretty
exciusive, but i1 is 3 meter
of comfort for those vice
presidents who are paying
their five guinea
membership fees. And of
course, players and their
wives will be going into
the lounge after matches,

Work is well under way
on the project. Major
contractors on the £3,000
< Pus scheme are
Geometric Furniture Ltd.,
of Bell street, Oldham

They are ripping out
the old interior of the
huge bar over the pavilion
frontage and re-equipping
it to match the latest
exacting modern standards
in comfort and dacor,

Heads of the
Geometric company are
brothers Keith and

Raymond Broadbent, both
themsealves vice-presidents
and keenly interested
supporters of Oldham
Rugby Club.

With club architect
John Hall, the Broadbent
brothers have worked out
a scheme for the lounge
which includes building 3
new, warmer eiling four
feet below the existing
high, old fashioned inner
level. The walls are to be
panelied in ash, and there
will be concealed lighting,
heavy grade contract fitted
purple carpets, and ceiling
1o floor hessian curtsing

The Broadbent
brothers started up their
business some years ago

making revolutionary o

sided beech fTurnitu
which has since be
exported with their ma
other produces to all pa

ngEwWant to reveal

aniiiiing that would bring

lation from British
Bt this stage’,
EBut Fuller has

imitted 1o me that his
: t has sounded out
BNtinl prospects for
N Alrica with 2 view
gifering them contracts
inaBOWL o year's time.”
W correspondent adds
Bller ‘s number one
Bm at this moment is
ot k of players-itis
finding sufficient suitable
g8 Tor his brand new
African pro rugby

il ancouraging news
i Western Province.
There, Chris Muller,
ger of the huge
$tern Province
cultural Society, has
i the showgrounds at
godwood &t the disposal
he new Rugby League.
i now work is to be
strted to improve the
sutface to playing pitch
st@ndard and to provide

mass spectator comfort
facilities™.

Oidham Rugby News
announced exclusively in
October that millionaire
promoters Buddy Fuller,
of Johannesburg, and
Maurice Smith, of Durban,
are planning to introduce
Rugby League to the
Springbok scene next year,
Both were instrumental in
launching stock car and
speedway in South Africa.

Mr Fuller declared
yesterday ‘‘We are not
going about launching our
new league in a slapdash or
careless way. That is how
the last attempt at pro
rugby out here failed.”

“We are making world
wide contacts in Britain,
Australia, New Zealand
and France to ensure we
get the players we want,
And, of course, we are
offering highly lucrative
contracts to Springbok
Rugby Union stars who
have no international
future since the ever

increasing isolation of
South Africa in the world
Rugby Union scene.”

But already the new
League has had a set back
in that one of its proposed
stars, Springbok centre
Peter Swanson, has signed
for the Penrith Rugby
League Club in Sydney,
Australia,

But Mr. Maurice Smith,
co-promoter of the
League, commented
‘“There are literally
hundreds of stars who, we
think, will jump at the sort
of money we are going to
offer, plus of course the
free gift of the fantastic
South African climate.”

So, it looks as though
star starved British clubs
may have more problems
added to their already
overflowing 'orry lists,
International signing
prohibitions may once
more be introduced if
there is any large scale
player poaching by the
ambitious South Africans,

Mick McCone s tackled by Bill Prancis (front), while behind Ashurst gmbs Phil
Lander, who had taken Phil’s pam.
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knew the talent was there
and a couple of wins
would improve matters,

GET WELL SOON

Svpporters club president
Eric Schofield who had a spell
in hospital recently is now
back at home, and we hope to
s him baeck at
Watersheddings soon,

AUSSIE BOYS

The Australian
schoolboys touring team
will play East Lancashire
schools at Watersheddings
on Wednesday, December
20th.

FINAL DATE

If Wakcfield Trinity
won their Floodlit Cup
sami-final sgainst Widnes,
due 10 be played last night
(Tuesday), the final of the
BBC2 competition will be
played at Watersheddings
on December 19th,

If Widnes won, the
final will be played at
Wigan.

SHARP SHOTS

BRAVE KEN

Wilson the brave. That s
the now name for Oldham
prop Ken Wilson. Despite @
nesty attack of flu he went
out in some tarrible conditions
and played a magnificent game
for Oldham In their cup defeat

ot Leigh.

CLIFF TRAINS

Cliff Hill, Oldham's
clever outhalf and skipper,
is on the comeback trail,
Wigan-based Cliff, who has
missed the last few games
because of a hamstring
injury, is now back in fight
training end should be
back in action soon.





















intoleague battl

For this evening’s interesting league clash Oldham welcome
attractive and powerful Lancashire Cup holders, Sal
ings. Salford are a high scoring team which is

individual talent,

Full back PAUL CHARLTON, the 30 year old Cumberland and
Great Britain star, already this season has crossed for 20 tries. '

Some measure of his
sttacking prowess can be
gathered if one remembers
that in 1968, whilst with
Workington, he crossed for
four tries and kicked seven
goals i one game against
Warrington. A product of
the famous Kells junior
club, Paul signed for
Salford in October 1968
for £13,000. He has
represented Cumberiand
17 times and has played
ten times for Great
Britain. including the
World Cup Competition of
1970 and 1972.

Another Cumbrian and
former Workington Town
player, TONY COLLOBY
occupies the right wing
berth., He joined Salford
from Blackpool Borough
and has been a reguiar
selection for Cumberland
since 1964, He has scored
21 tries so far this season.
On the other flank is
MAURICE RICHARDS

the former Welsh rugby
union international who
turned professional with
Swniford from Cardiff
RUFC in October 1968
for £7,000. Before joining
Salford Richards made
nine international
appearances with Wales
and has also visited South
Africa, Australia, New
Zealand and PFiji  with
Wales and the British
Lions, IThree season ago
Richards represented
Wales at rugby league and
last season played for
Britain in the trial match
against Leeds. In 44
appearances last term he
crossed for 35 tries and he
seems to have lost none of
his appetite for tries this
season, for his tally is
already 21 including four
in the home game against
Huyton.

Another signing from
Wigan was centre CHRIS
HESKETH Twenty seven
yar old Hesketh joined
Wigan in 1063 from
Orrell RUFC and he
quickly made the
representative grade by
appearing twice for the
England L24 side before
moving to Salford in June
1967 Since moving to the
Willows Hesketh has made
eloven appearances for
Lancashire and thwee for
England (nine tries from
13 appearances) and he
also either played or was
subsitute in all
during both the 1970 and
1972 World Cup series, as
well as playing in all three
New Zealand tests last
season.

Hesketh's co-centre is
skipper and points scorer
in chiet DAVID
WATKINS, It was with
Newport RUFC that
Watkins first rose to fame.
He has toured Australia,
New Zealand and Canada
‘with the British Lions as
well as playing 21 times
for Wales. He made his
debut for Salford against
Oldham in October 1967
after signing for a £15,000
fee. Although his league
Is scattered with
high scoring feats he has
made only two
appearances for Britain,

against France in 1970-71
and New Zealand the
following season, Last
season he created 2 new
Salford club goal and
points scoring record with
193 goals and 29 tries, 473
points which included a
try and 13 goals in the
66-3 victory over luckless
Keighiey. In all games this
season Watkins has already
amassed 136 goals and 12
tries, with 3 tries and 9
goals being scored against
Barrow the weekend
before .ast.

As understudy to their
talented three quarters,
Salford have PHIL WARD
the 22 years old Rochdale
lad who was signed in
September 1971 from
Loughborough Colleges
RUFC. Amidst all this
former international rugby
union talent Salford have
two home grown junior
league signings cccupying
the half back positions.
Stand off KEN GILL was
signed in September 1971
from Pilkington
Recreation shortly. after
skippering the English
junio X111 against France.
PETER BANNER Is a
product of Rochdale
junior football and his
steady progress earned him
a place in the Lancashire
side tor both games in this
season's County
Champlonship, So well has
Banner played in recent
seasonsthat BOBPROSSER
has been relegated to "A.
team football. Prosser was
signed from Saint Helens
in October 1967 and has
represented England U24
and he turned professional
tom Newport RUFC in
August 1965 after
representing both
Warwickshire and the
Barbarians.

The Salford pack is as
equally talented as their
backs although this
evening they will be
without recent £3,760
signing PETER WALKER,
the former York and
Bradford Northern
hooker, who is under
suspension. His place In
the middie of the front
row will be capably filled
by former West Park
RUFC hooker ELLIS
DELVIN, Saltord have
several first  class props
including MIKE
COULMAN the former
Moseley and England
rugby wunion star who
joined the paid ranks in
September 1868 for
£7,000 ' » represented
Great Britain in the first
two tests against New
Zealand last season after
being selectad as substitute
the previous term. A
strong  running forward
who scored 16 tries last
season.

A recent addition 1o
the Salford pack is
GRAHAM MACKAY who
moved from Swinton last
September in an exhange
deal involving PAUL
JACKSON He is a product
of Broughton Moor
Juniors and he made two
appesrances for
Cumberisnd last season.

A very experienced

member of IM Sallord
club is TERRY
RAMSHAW m fomwl
England U24 and Great
Britain player who has

given servige to
Featherstone Rovers,
Halifax, Bradtord

Northern and Wakeficld
Trinity before transfer ng
to Salford In O6tober
1971 for £2.000 Another
experienced prgp who
began his caresr a8 @
hooker is JONNNY
WARD who jolned
Featherstone Rowers in
1959 but then moved 1o
Castleford 12 months
later. In 196364 he
represented Great Britain
against both Australia and
France. He has also played
for Yorkshire and
England. After playing
against Salford in the 1969
Challenge Cup Final he
moved to the Willows and
toured Australasia with
Great Britain in 1970,

BILL KIRKBRIDE is
the fourth Cumbrian in
the Salford squad and he
began his career in January
1963 with Workington
Town whom he signed
from United Steel §
representing Cum
and England at
level, In 1967
trarsfered to Halifax
two years later he movad
on to Castleford where in
the 1970 Challenge Cup
Final he won the Lan
Todd Trophy In the 7-
defeat of Wigan T
following Decembe
Salford signed this
Cumberiand County
player for £6,000,

One of Salford's
shrewdest signings is
DUGGIE DAVIES the
speedy back-row forward
who was bought for
£1,500 from Huyton in
November 1871, But
perhaps the most
attractive Salford forward
is COLIN DIXON
first emered the
league code with
in June 1961 from
Internationals At
Club. Whilst at Thrum
Dixon represented
Wales and Great Br
and when he moved
Salford in December 1
he commanded a £12,
fee. Since then he
played four times fo
Wales and four times ,
Great Britain including ['bz
World Cup Tournament
when he played in the
game against France 5

At loose-forward for

. the for
Widness ICI RUFC
Saint Helens player !
cost Salford £13,500 when
they signed him la#
September., He s
Lancashire County pla
who gained plenty
experience with Saints,

As can be seen from
the galaxy of ntarg
tonights game 15 sure 10 be
a8 tough affair altho
one which Oldham's
supporters have besth
looking forward t0
eagerly.

I. MARTIN MURPHY I. CHARLTON
2. MIKE ELLIOTT 2. COLLOBY
3. PHIL LARDER 3. WATKINS
4. TOMMY DAVIES 4. HESKETH
5. NORMAN HODGKINSON §. RICHARDS
6. TONY WAINRIGHT 6. GILL
7. MICK McCONE 7. BANNER
8. KEN WILSON 8. GRICE
9. KEVIN TAYLOR 9. DEVLIN H
10. FRANK FOSTER 1€. McKAY
11. BOBIRVING 11, DIXCN
12. Aeherdf 12. DAVIES
13, JIMMY REYNOLDS 13. PRESCOTT
14. CHRIS O.BRIEN 14. EASTHAM
15, WEHHASHEROET ./, /feo 15. KIRKBRIDE
Referee : Mr E. Lawrinson (Warrington )
Touch Judges : Mr J. Middiehurst
Mr G. Gleave
T —

Your Scorecar

Order the News from
your newsagent

Back again for another great season!

The Players N°6
Trophy

Bigger prizes. More excitement.

The Player's N”6 Trophy that
ended last year in an exciting
win for Halifax, is back again.

The rules of the series are the
same as last season —a 5-round,
42 club knock-out tournament
played between September and
March. But this season the prize
money has been increased from £9,500
to over £16,000 50 matches will have
that much more excitement.

Make a date with Players




