DRAUGHT BEER

In our Social Club.’.’

GROVES & WHITNALL LTD.
Regent Road Brewery, Salford. 5.

A member of the Greenall Whitley Group
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T. Crabtree Printer, 16;30 Yilla Road, Oldham

Northern League Match

OLDHAM &1
HUNSLET 1 ©

SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 7th, 1968

Kick-off 3-0 p.m:
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FOR THE BEST . . . g :
Tripe, Heels, Elder, Trotters & Dripping

H. HEGINBOTTOM

—_—— __ AND SONS
BROADWAY STREET - OLDHAM

New Laid Eggs FROM OUR OWN FARM and
Roasting Chickens obrtainable at all our Branches

104 Union Street West

171 King Street

3a Glodwick Road

152 Egerton St., Tommyfield
Market, Oldham

Shops 20 and 23

18 Henrietta Street,

Ashton-u-Lyne and

'PHONE MAI 3551 FOR YOUR REQUIREMENTs  >tamford Street, Mossley

Hi. G, COOKE (sponts) LIMITED

26 JOHN DALTON ST., MANCHESTER - Tel. BLA 6985

RUGBY JERSEYS - SHORTS - STOCKINGS - Over 36 Patterns of
RUGBY BOOTS — Fosters, Waish, Elmer Cotton, Winit, Lawrence, Etc.
SUPPLIERS OF MANY LEADING RUGBY LEAGUE CLUBS

) — - also at —
10§ Deansgate, Manchester — Tyldesley, Holbrook Ltd. — Tel. BLA 7312
and 10 King Street, Manchester — Alec Watson, Mitchells (1967) Ltd.

4,

GEORGE HILL (Oldham) LTD.

TIMBER MERCHANTS AND FORMICA DISTRIBUTORS

Wallboards
Mouldings ; Doors ; Dowels.  Stockists of ‘Weyroc' & Interwoven Fencing

Imported Softwcods Hardwoods Plywoods

SAWING, PLANING and MOULDING MILLS

SCOTTFIELD SAWMILLS - ASHTON ROAD - OLDHAM
Telephone : MED (Oldham) 2256 (4 lines)

SEND FLOWERS ANYWHERE! ANYTIME !

THROUGH . . . ”ILTD”,S

YOUR TELEFLOWER FLORIST

113 UNION ST. WEST & 188 HUDDERSFIELD RD.
OLDHAM 'Phone MAI 6110 OLDHAM

FRESH FLOWERS, FRUIT AND VEGETABLES DAILY
*BUY THE BEST! — WE DO!

’

OLDHAM FOOTBALL CLUB

WATERSHEDDINGS, OLDHAM

OFFICIALS, 1968/69 SEASON

Hon. President: J. HARTLEY, Esq.
Chairman : P. G. CARTER, Esq.
Vice-Chairman : ). BURKE, Esq.
Hon. Treasurer : K. FISHER, Esq.

Committee :

Messrs. F. Buckley, A. F. Campbell, J. Errock, L. Eyre, A. Marlor, S. McDonough
S. Ogden, A. Parker, A. Wormald

Secretary : Mr. |. STRINGER
Telephones :  624-4865 (Office); 624-6751 (Home)

Coach : Mr. G. HELME Assistant Coach : Mr. A. GIVVONS
Physiotherapist : Mr. D. WRIGHT
Colours : Red & White Jerseys, Blue Shorts

IN THE SOCIAL CLUB

THIS SUNDAY NOON
All Star Wrestling

GRAND RETURN CHALLENGE MATCH

DON VINES ¥ JACK ‘COWBOY’ CASSIDY

(Former OFC forward) (Calgary, Canada)
Plus Supporting Bout

BUTCHER GOODMAN (Bradford) v DAVE GRANT (Salford)
Don’t miss this great Sunday Lunchtime Wrestling Show

TICKETS 5/- EACH
We regret that all Tickets for Christmas Eve have now been sold



THE TIME HAS COME FOR
‘STRAIGHT TALKING’! =

This week bosses of one of two
Clubs have publicly expressed concern
at the drastic fall in gates at Rugby
League matches and so they should.
The game is now in serious trouble
unless something is done and quickly.

The trouble is, what can be done
which would improve the spectator
interest at our games.

Should we ban ‘live’ television
coverage, of will a reduction in the 5/-
minimum charge make any difference
or are the Rugby League authorities
going to stop keep aitering rules °

Unofficial sources quote this week
that ‘gates’ are some 60,000 down on
last season and having in mind our own
‘gates’ here at Oldham, | would be the
last person to argue with that state-
ment.

The times have changed, that is
one thing which everyone is sure about
but let’s sit down and consider what
the real reason is for the drastic fall
in attendances throughout the Rugby
League:

Let’s look at that 5/- minimum
admission charge. The ‘gates’ last sea-
son were slightly down on the season
previous, but this year the 5/- minimum
admission charge was introduced by

the Clubs, obviously to increase turn-
stile revenue, but contrary to the ex-
pectations of Club officials things have
begun to go the other way.

A man who used to bring his boys
to a game on a Saturday afternoon to
enable his wife to do her shopping has
started to consider whether in fact it
is worth the trouble or the expense.
He has begun to watch a selected
match on television thus losing interest
in the game: What he does then
is just selects the odd game or two to
go to which he thinks may be exciting.

An example of this match selecting
was witnessed here at Watersheddings
only last season. You will all remember
that blood tingling second round Chal-
lenge Cup tie at Bradford which was
drawn 7-7. At that game 17,400 spec-
tators turned up. In the replay the ‘gate’
was 18,206 and they saw a great Oldham
win against a Bradford team who were
on top of the world at that time.

Everyone at Watersheddings, play-
ers and supporters alike then sensed a
first ever Wembley appearance and a
plum home draw against Leeds in the
third round set everyone talking.

What happened however in the
period between the second and third
rounds was disasterous- A home game
against Workington brought in only

-3,407 spectators but the following week

in the cup tie 18,502 fans packed the
ground.

Established 1864

S. HAWLEY & CO. LTD.

Wholesale Tobacco, Cigarette and Cigar Merchant

-«

PLEASE NOTE ONLY ADDRESS

Office and Warehouse :

90 PITT STREET, OLDHAM - Tel.: MAI 1010

The alteration and introduction of
rules could also have had a bearing on
this terrible loss of speccator support,
although | personally feel that the four
tackle rule has made the game more
open, but | like the look of a modifica-
tion put forward by one of our sup-
porters, Mr. G. Burgess, who says “I
would allow the attacking side to have
unlimited possession as long as they
were in their opponents’ ‘25" area.”

“If the attacking side had possesion
in their opponents’ 25" and were then
forced out after four tackles, the first
time one of the attacking side was
tackled a scrum would be formed.”

Mr. Burgess goes on, “This | feel
would put back some bite into the game
which it has lost and which | feel is why
support is falling off”. He could be
right.

The game at Whitehaven last Sun-
day was a frustrating affair, particularly
for the Whitehaven officials and players.

First, they saw a paltry 805 ‘gate’
and then watched their team do every-
thing that is possible on a rugby field,
except to score a try. They had no few-
er than five tries disallowed by referee
Bob Appleyard but were repaid a little
with eight scrum penalties against one:

It was a game which should never
have had any doubt about the eventual
winners. We were five points up early
in the game but literally threw a try
away minutes later and from then on
it was hard and vigorous throughout.

WELCOME HUNSLET

Today we extend a warm welcome
to Watersheddings to our very good
friends from Hunslet.

Earlier in the season after an exci-
ting game we beat the ‘Parksiders’ by
22 points to 14. On that day our scorers
were Whitehead 5 goals and Briggs,
Irving, Wilson and Hughes got our tries.

Our supporters will today be able
to see for themselves some very valu-
able young talent in the Hunslet ranks.
The Hunslet Committee have gambled
on youth in the past few vveeks, and we
should see, provided thzy can be kept
together, a fine team from Parkside
before very long.

One of these starlets is Steve Hud-
son, a centre in whom we ourselves
expressed interesc recently, but were
turned down flat, which goes to show
that attempts are being made to keep
their young side together.

One of the biggest transactions
ever to concern Hunslet was the trans-
fer of International centre Geoff Shel-
ton to Oldham for a fee of £6,250: This
as far as we were concerned was a deal
which failed, but Shelton is now gaining
some of his lost confidence at present
in the Warrington team.

On paper, a good game is assured.
Let us hope both teams play their part
in order to entertain the public who
have paid to see the game.

(BUILDERS'
MERCHANTS)LTD

BELL STREET
OLDHAM

Main 50167 and 7763




l For all Classes of Insurance . . .

WHITEHEAD & LEES (iNsurances) LTD,

INCORPORATED INSURANCE BROKERS

e

34 UNION STREET, OLDHAM -

MED 2361

=

Consult us for all-Central Heating
problems, whether fired by Gas, Oil
or Solid Fuel

SANMAR HEATING °

HEATING ENGINEERS AND
PLUMBING CONTRACTORS

-

Specialists in all types of Central Heating

Trade Enquiries Welcome

-

’Phones : 681-6032 and 654-8107

GOALS 7

GREENWOO

BUILDING [INDUSTRIES

SALEM WORKS, LEES ROAD

OLDHAM
Telephone : MAI 5436 (4 lines)

STORAGE

CASEMAKERS

PACKERS

SHIPPERS

TROPICAL PACKERS
TRANSPORT CONTRACTORS

*

D’S
LTD.

V/e welcome your
enquiries for:
Transoort, Packing,
Casemaking and Storage

obHaM 3 O

1—MURPHY
2£totT1 T R VY
3—WHITEHEAD
4—LARDER
5—BUCKLEY
[ & 6—BRIGGSZ ..
7—CANNING T '
8—WILSON
9—TAYLOR
_10—OGDEN
11—IRVING
12—DICKMAN
13—HUGHES

Substitutes :
149—DAVIES
15—RUSSELL

R y

Referee :
Mr. P. GERAHTY

THE

2 7 759 @
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HUNSLET § 3
To be selected from

A T ZMARSHALL
HURL
CLARK
EVANS
CHAMBERLAIN._
THOMPSON T + R 7/
MORGAN T T R Y
WILLIAMS
LARKIN
DUNN
SLATER
BALDWINSON
GAINES
WALKER

PREECEJ T RY

9
]

Touch Judges:
Mr. H. JACKSON  Mr. E. LEA

SCHOFI

Since 1823

ELDS

THE SPORTS SPECIALISTS
Suppliers to Oldham Rugby Football Club

16/18/20 GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM

Tel. MAI 4314

P
FOR SAFE INVESTMENT . ..
Regular Savi st te
i n e | 1% | 8
st B A
Reserves hacpaid | % 834
approximately 61 % of assets With in £

LANCASHIRE
BUILDING SOCIETY

(formerly House and Mill Building Society)

The Society has excellent
Mortgage Facilities available

Member of the Building Societies’ Association

SHARES AND DEPOSITS IN THIS SOCIETY ARE
TRUSTEE INVESTMENTS

127 UNION STREET, OLDHAM
Telephone MAIn 4474

L

ARTHUR GOSS & SON

‘“THE M

READY TO WEAR SUITS

* 4 % ot

* CLUB COLOURS A SPEC
RHODES BANK, OL

AN’S SHOP”

QUALITY MEN’'S WEAR BY THE BEST MAKERS

BY ‘DAKS’, ‘MAENSON', & ‘SUMRIE’

RAINCOATS BY ‘BURBERRY’, ‘DRIWAY’, & ‘NICHOLSON'

IALITY

DHAM - Tel. MAI 2086




KEEP IN TOUCH

RUGBY LEAGUER

Send today for your free copy of ‘RUGBY LEAGUER' — the
game's own newspaper, bringing you all the week’s news, views
and action pictures, FACTS & FIXTURES ; EXPERT ARTICLES ;
CLUB NEWS — A FEAST FOR THE FAN! ;

Send today to : ‘Rugby Leaguer’, 164 College Street, St. Helens I
Please send me, FREE, the latest issue of ‘Rugby Leaguer’.

NAME l
ADDRESS

OLDHAM

(Block Letters Pleasey

we will annouce details in a future pro-
“gramme and also will get it announced

Many supporters will have seen a ;
hut on the triangular piece of land be- anichie Fubhgacistss Sybleitt

hind the Main Stand. In case anyone isin

SUPPORTERS’ CLUB NOTES

We have at present the following

doubt as to what it is, | am pleased to
say that eventually it will be our new
Canteen.

| am not sure at the moment when
the canteen will be open to the public
but | cen say that when it is open it will
be a tremendous improvement on our
present one and we sincerely hope that
you will patronise our venture.

Workmen are now putting the fini-
shing touches to it and when it is ready

items on sale and these may be pur-
chased from our Canteens under the
scoreboard and under the Main Stand.

Year Books 1/- ; Metal Badges 2/3 ;
Ties 17/6 ; Scarves 27/6 ; Blazer Badges
37/e.

Why not join the Supporters Club
it is only a shilling a year? Ask at the
Canteen for a membership form, or
write, enclosing a 1/- postal order to
Mr. A. Craig, 18 Gordon Avenue, O/m.

F. D. WHITEHEAD

— BUILDING SERVICE LIMITED —

SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN AND BUILDING OF LICENSED CLUBS

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BUILDING OF THE NEW O.F.C. SOCIAL CLUB

NORDENS DRIVE, CHADDERTON, LANCS. - MAIJ 9737

PLAYER'S

give you guaranteed quality,
for 3'9 filter, 4’5 plain
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POOL AGENTS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED
Generous Commission and Special Privileges
Contact the Secretary’s Office (MAI 4865) for further details

FIRST TEAM FIXTURES ‘A’ TEAM FIXTURES
Date  Club Grd. F A|Date  Club G F A
Aug. 10 Blackpool (friendly) ... home37...27 | Aug. 31 Workington ‘A’ ......... home .........
17 Huddersfield ............ away 14..191505c 7 Rochdale ‘A’ (Shield) away .........
;_Z g‘mxkpooh tl G mgz %;---23 14 Rochdale ‘A’ (Shield) heme .........
erstone K. ...... 21 Wigan ‘A i AWRY i
28 Rochdale H. ............ away 14...22 et
+ Oct. 12 Rochdale ‘A’ ............ home .........
31 Workington T. ......... away 10...29 19 Widnes ‘A’ 4
Sept. 6 Rochdale (Lancs, Cup) away 17... 5 26 Salford ‘A’
]Z aI:rc‘:l:lzol B ARt :Vv::; ;;':g Nov. 2 W.hitehaven A
21 Wigan ... home 4... 9 o ECR e
28 Doncaster ............... away 26...10 23 Whitehavgen Y
Oct. 5 Huddersfield .. home :i;; 30 St. Helens ‘A’ ...
12 Featherstone R. . .. away 12... s apr
10 Wi < cecamss ot BT | e s chb T
5 2].5] S\;;ford .................. away 2:0 28 Warrington ¢
ov. ligan AL
15 Warrington ............ home 14,10 12 4 furton I8
30 St. Helens ............... aAWaY ......... e A T T O 5
Dec. 1 Whitehaven ............ away 15... 6 Feb. 1 Legh A ovsoneomssinis o S
]z ll:lu.nslet 3 8 St.Helens'A'............ away .........
sigh Mar. 1 Workington T. ‘A’ ... away .........
20 Widnes gLo
22 Whitehaven ............ home ......... 8 Barrow A' jerensesesenias AWAY e
26 SWINEOR ..ovvveerrnnrennns 21 Swinton ‘A’ ... away .........
28 Warrington Apr. 7 Rochdale ‘A’ ............ away .........
12 ‘Barrow ‘A’ ..o home .........
Jate I‘: ﬁ?’m 19 Swinton ‘A’ ............ home .........
18 Salford .......... 4
Feb. 1 Leigh ......... Times of Kick-off
" 8 St. Helens All Saturday games at home k.o. 3 p.m. Evening
Mar. 1 Workington T k.0.'s as advertised. All Ist & ‘A’ team matches.
8 Barrow .........
Al i These fixtur the ight of the North Rugb
. se NiX es are e Copyrig [ e (o] ern Rugoy
Apr. 4 Swinton (G.F.) MY WAy iz Football League, 180 Chapeltown Road, Leeds 7 and must
”7 g::_‘od:h H. (EM.) ... m; not be reproduced without permission.

NEXT MATCH AT WATERSHEDDINGS
OLDHAM v LEIGH
On Saturday, 14th December, 1968. Kick-off 3 p.m.

= COURTAULDS LIMITED

Northern Textiles Division

We have over 20 factories within 6 miles of
OLDHAM Town Hall.

We can offer men and women interesting and well
paid jobs, under good working conditions.

We have up-to-date Training Centres.

You can obtained details from :-

COURTAULDS EMPLOYMENT CENTRE

29 Manchester Street - Oldham
I 10-30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. - Monday to Friday

After the match, don’t forget to visit . . .

OLDHAM FOOTBALL CLUB’S NEW

I SOCIAL CLUB

The friendliest and most comfortable Club in Town

TOP CLASS CABARET - DANCING - BINGO
% Every Wednesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday %

. . . Membership now open — 5/- per year




