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BODDINGTONS. THE CREAM OF MANCHESTER.

Courtesy of the ingenious new Draughtflow”system, you can now enjoy the smooth flavour and
creamy head of handpulled Boddingtons from a can. Brewed at the Strangeways Brewery since 1778.




NEEDHAM’S OLDHAM
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Mike Burke
Training Services
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24 hour SERVICE AND REPAIRS
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Presentation
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FAX: 061 628 7798
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Over the next 12 months it is my job to see that Keith
Atkinson's benefit year is a great success.

As chairman of a hardworking committee, | shall endeavour
to make sure that each and every function, large and small,
is efficiently and properly organised.

Whether it is a dinner, race night, golf day or the benefit
game against Leigh, we guarantee all of you who support
us full value for money and great entertainment. Keith, as
all local Rugby fans are aware, has suffered numerous injuries
— some small, others more serious — giving his best for
Oldham RLFC.

He was possibly not as naturally gifted as some professional
rugby league players but he has more than made up for his
shortcomings by sheer determination and pure effort.

Whatever the game, whoever the opposition, it made lictle
difference to Keith. He just went out and simply did his best.

Now you have the chance to say thank you and help raise
as much money as possible to help Keith and his family invest
in their future.

Personally | think it is a very worthy cause for a benefit year.
That's why my committee colleagues and myself are happy
to donate our time and effort to make it work for Keith.

Please do the same in Keith's year of opportunity.

Jim Fletcher
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Best Wishes to Keith.
Here's to the next Ten Years!

Alan Rothwell & Tom Patterson

Patterson+
Rothwell Ltd.

Key Works - Wilson Street - Oldham - OL8 THN
Tel: 061-620 0292/3
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Keith Atkinson is, without question, one of the unluckiest
rugby league players to have ever pulled on one of the
famous Oldham Rugby League red and white jerseys — if
not the unluckiest throughout the club’s long and
distinguished history stretching over 100 years.

Few Roughyed fans would be able to argue that this rough,
rugged, hard tackling, uncompromising centre, who turned
himself into a forward once his speed had gone, fully
deserves his Testimonial one year early because he has never
given less than 100% for the Watersheddings club.

Now, at the age of 27, Keith can take time out to review
his career that epitomises the ups and downs of a sporting
life in the world of professional rugby league.

He can reflect on those early days that were full of promise
when as a youngster he was capped by both his county and
his country, alongside fellow players who today are regulars
in the GB International squad. Alas this vast potential has
been cruelly undermined by a spate of wicked injuries that
would have deterred even the most dedicated, determined
sportsman.

MORE COMEBACKS THAN SINATRA

Many professionals would retired if they had suffered half
the injuries Keith has had to endure. Keith, however, is made
of sterner stuff. He has made more comebacks than Frank
Sinatra and is happy to continue to do things his way.

His latest injury, a smashed forearm picked up midway
through last season, is on the mend and the 27 year old is
planning to return to full fitness to play in his testimonial
match against Leigh this August.

If his return to action is successful he will be looking forward
to a sustained spell free of injuries so he can help Oldham
return to the first division, where he thinks they rightly
belong.

Given that Keith's undying love of all things Oldham is famous
with followers of the club, it is a surprise to find that he isn't
even originally from the town.
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Breakmg free against Featherstone Rovers.

A Sagittarius, he was born in Wegberg, Germany, on 15
December 1964. His father, Tony Atkinson, was an RAF
aircraft engineer, who had joined the services in 1957. Whilst
in the services he had married wife Doreen, who was also
in the RAF. Keith was the second of three children. His elder
sister is Michelle, 30, who lives near Watersheddings with
her husband and two children, and his smaller brother,
Stephen, a professional bunji jumper, who lives in Denmark
and performs his daredevil acts at festivals and carnivals
throughout Europe.

After Germany and the RAF, Tony, Doreen and their young
family moved back to the UK to Ipswich. They spent two
years there before moving to Macclesfield when Tony
started a job as a chief aircraft engineer at Manchester
Airport.

In Macclesfield the couple divorced and Doreen moved to
Oldham where her sister, Irene, and mother lived. Keith,
at the time, was eight years of age and went to Littlemoor
Junior School, near Watersheddings.

Even at that tender age Keith was already in love with sport.

Impressing his teachers, he was picked for the junior school
town team at the age of nine when the other children were
between ten and eleven. He first came into contact with
fellow players who would figure in his later career. He literally
bumped into the likes of Richard Russell, Michael Ford, lan
Sherratt and footballer Andy Barlow at this level.

FOND EARLY MEMORIES

Keith has fond memories of those early formative years.

“Even though we were very young, the characteristics of
people like Mike Ford, Chas and Richard Russell have never
changed. Fordy was as cheeky then as he is now while lan
Sherratt still dwarfed everyone on the side at |i."”

After moving up to senior school Keith joined Breezehill
Comprehensive, a choice of school heavily influenced by the
fact that the school had the best sports track record in
Oldham.
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ALWAYS LOOKS ON THE BRIGHT SIDE OF LIFE

BY ROGER HALSTEAD
(OLDHAM CHRONICLE RUGBY LEAGUE WRITER)

Few commentators are better placed to review Keith Atkinson’s contribution to Oldham RLFC than journalist Roger Halstead,
who has reported on the club in the Oldham Evening Chronicle for over a quarter of a century. Here’s his on a player who is

always newsworthy, whatever he does!

Few Rugby League players have had to suffer so many serious
injuries as Keith Atkinson and there is no doubt in my mind
that, but for his cruel luck, he would have figured in many
more then his 82 senior games.

| first came across him in the 1980-81 season when, as a
I7 year-old, he was playing as a goalkicking centre in the
Oldham Colts side.

He always had some talent and terrific enthusiasm for the
game and it was a great day for him, on November 30, 1982
when he was one of only two amateurs to be named in the
Great Britain Colts side to play the French in Apt.

He earned the call-up on the strength of a hard-tackling
display against Yorkshire Colts at Barrow the previous
weekend.

Another Oldham lad, Harry Maher, was among five players
who made up the 2|-man squad.

It is interesting to recall some of the players who were in
the squad; Conway of Leeds, Clark of Hull KR, Crooks of
Hull, Forber of St Helens, England of Castleford and Platt
of St Helens.

| flew to France with the British party and we soon saw that
the young Keith could be just as comical off the pitch as
he was deadly serious on it.

Brian Gartland was a member of the British coaching panel
and as soon as Keith detected just a little bit of apprehension
at flying on Brian’s part, he made the most of the situation
to create some fun.

Later on in his Oldham career, it was Keith himself who was
at the butt end of his team mates laughs, particularly on the
Oldham Club’s pre-season trip to the South of France in
1991.

On the way out we stopped at a roadside cafe in Northern
France. Imagine the fun Keith had pocked at him when he
got back on the bus only to remember, with horror, that
he had left a dental plate in the cafe.

With arms waving, and in as much schoolboy French as he
could recall, he had to make the cafe proprietors understand
that he had lost his teeth!

They were nowhere to be seen. Then the waitress had a
brainwave, perhaps they had been cleared off the table with
the litter and had ended up in the garbage bag.

It was a panic-stricken Keith who went in search of his
dentures amongst the rubbish-and there they were!

That was not to be the last time that Atky held up the party
during an eventful trip.

On the way home we played a match at Villeneuve-sur-Lot,
but for the intervention of the local gendarmerie, Keith
might still have been in France now.

After the match he went in search of a telephone to call
home.

For the first and only time on the trip, nobody did a head
count before the bus pulled out and we had been on the
road for ten minutes or so when, in his rear mirror, our
driver noticed a police car in hot pursuit with lights flashing
and sirens blazing.

Even then no one on the team bus realised that Atky was
missing.

The driver had a fit when the French police waved him into
the side of the road...and then out of the car popped Atky
wondering why we had left him (or words to that effect!)
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Incidents of that nature ensured Atky was always top of the
pops during his years at Watersheddings, but it was a hard
slog for the man who realised a lifetime’s ambition by turning
pro for his home-town club as a 19 year old in August 1984.

“L'm stunned’’ he said at the time.

“I feel like a soccer-mad lad who has signed for Manchester
United. | used to dream of the day when | would play for
them"

He thought he might have signed after playing for Great
Britain Colts two years earlier, but a loss of confidence and
the first of numerous injuries delayed his big day.

“I began to think | would never get the chance to turn pro
and to walk away from the Club after all this time would
have cut me up,’” said Keith at the time.

“Then Brian Gartland had a long talk with me last season
and my confidence began to return. | still can't believe it's
happening. It means so much to me.”

Sadly, Keith was never able to fulfil his potential because one
injury setback followed another.

| always believed him to be, potentially, the best and most
consistent goalkicker on the books, but there were too
many occasions when he was laid up at home or in a hospital
bed instead of getting the fans roaring out on the pitch.

Incredibly, Atky is still playing after twice breaking his right
leg, smashing his right ankle, fracturing each of his thumbs,
breaking a wrist, dislocating his spine, twice wrecking the
ligaments in his right knee and, worst of all, twice suffering
fractured vertebrae... spinal injuries that threatened not only
his sporting career, but a normal life.

Some would say Keith is taking loyalty too far to continue
as a Rugby League player this long and | am sure his wife,
Nova, has often wished he would put his boots away for the
last time.

That loyalty has now been rewarded by Oldham who sought
special permission from the Rugby League for Keith to have
a testimonial 12 months early in view of his catalogue of
injuries over the years.

In January this year the League gave its approval and Keith
was naturally overjoyed.

“l can't believe how unlucky | have been with injuries, but
| have had plenty of good times and my ambition now is to
play in my own testimonial game. That would be something
really special.”

Keith made his senior debut for Oldham as one of ten
reserves in a depleted Oldham side that was hammered 54-12
at Hull in 1985.

He was a substitute that day and he returned to the reserves
until the following Spring when he played at full back in the
last six senior games of the season after David Liddiard had
returned home to Asutralia.

He managed eight senior games in 1986-7 then 14,7,23 and
19 in the following seasons.

Those figures would have:been doubled or even trebled if
he had not been one of the unluckiest players ever to wear
an Oldham jersey.

Despite setbacks, there was no keeping Atky down and his
most miraculous recovery of all came when he returned from
a broken back to start a new carerr in the forwards because
he had lost his speed as a result of broken legs and ankles.

To make it in the pack he had to put on weight and increase
his upper body strength so, despite surgery on his spine, he
set to work pumping iron in the gym.

He had to convince the coach of the time, Tony Barrow,
that he was strong enough to play in the forwards and Tony
was astounded at his courage.

His back problem had started at Wakefield in April, 1988
when Oldham won 32-22 to clinch their return to the first
division in Eric Fitzsimon’s first season in charge.

In scoring the winning try from the right-wing spot, Keith
cracked a bone in his spine and that was to be the start of
his serious spinal problems that would have finished most
players.

Incredibly, he was back on first-team duty only five months
later—the start of a long haul against adversity that will surely
be recognised by the Watersheddings faithful.

Have a good testimonial Keith—you deserve it.
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Already displaying all signs of a sports fanatic, Keith was first
introduced to Eric Fitzsimmons at the school.

Eric, a sports teacher and semi-professional footballer and
rugby league professional with Oldham and Hunslet, was
to become a major influence on Keith during his time at
Breezehill.

That influence is just as big today as it was all those years
ago as Eric is now on the coaching staff at Oldham as Peter
Tunks’ right hand man.

Keith captained both the soccer and rugby league teams,
although initially his main love was football.

There was a price to pay as his love of football and rugby
affected his homework and school suffered as a result.

Matters came to a head in the second year when his mother
was called into school to discuss Keith's work. An agreement
was reached that Keith's work had to be satisfactory — or
he could not play sport.

That meant detention during games. However even the best
laid plans don't always work.

Keith remembers one incident that epitomised the dilemma
he, and Eric, faced.

“One time | was in detention while the school was playing
an important rugby league match against Fitton Hill, with
lan Sherratt starring for the opposition. Breezehill were
being beaten at half time.”

“Eric, who was running the school side, knew drastic action
was needed. So he came along to the detention and said
‘Keith Atkinson was now needed in the sports department,
immediately’. | followed Eric and within five minutes was on
the pitch trying to turn the match around.”

In a contest between school work and sport there was only
one winner.

He would rather be tackling on a football pitch or a rugby
league field than doing homework. His success on the sports
field was noticeable as he played for both rugby and football
town teams. On the soccer pitch he was a stopper in the
Norman Hunter mould. He appeared in the same town
team as a young Leo Casey, who was later to become one
of the favourites at the Watersheddings.

Despite this devotion to sport he still managed to leave
school with three ‘O’ levels and three CSE Grade ones.

Looking back on those school days he feels he could have
done better, but for his love of sport. However, he did
discover his love of geography at school.

“The one subject | really liked at school was geography. It
was everything to me. | first got interested at the age of
seven. Even now | find geography totally fascinating.
Fortunately | have had the opportunity to travel all over the
world. | have been to Australia, Bali, Thailand, North
America, all across Europe — I've seen much more of the
world that | ever would have dreamt of
when | was at school.”

OPTIONS — SOCCER, MARINES OR RUGBY

When he left school, Keith found a job at the age of sixteen
with the North West Water Authority as a reservoir
assistant. He kept this job for a couple of years before he
was made redundant. The job was purely a temporary
measure while he decided on which career path to pursue.

He had three options.

One was to play football for Oldham Athletic. The Club had
already shown interest with the then manager, Jimmy
Frizzle, inviting Keith down to the Boundary Park to discuss
the career opportunities with the Latics.

He had also considered joining the Royal Marines. The Royal
Marines were a big attraction for a young man and offered
him the chance to satisfy his love of travelling while working
with the UK'’s elite.

His third option was to join Oldham Rugby League.

However, there was really no contest. Keith had set his heart
on joining Oldham Rugby League as he had fallen in love with
the game.

“It soon became clear that | wasn't going to make it as a
professional footballer. As | got stockier so | became
clumsier. Although | had shown promise as a youngster, this
was no longer really apparent as an adult,” says Keith.

In full flight against Fulham with a watchful eye on the opposing full
back — notice too the Royal Marines haircut!

“l was already in love with Rugby League. The team spirit,
the friends, the camaraderie. You couldn’t beat that feeling.
When you walked onto a Rugby League pitch you felt
everyone on your side would die for you. Football couldn’t
match that.”

“The allure of Rugby League meant that the marines was
never really a serious consideration. Whenever | felt the urge
to sign up with them, Rugby League was always pulling me
back.”

At the time Keith was having talks with Oldham, other Rugby
League clubs had displayed interest too. Leigh, Swinton, St
Helens and Rochdale were just four chasing his signature.

Keith had already earned a considerable reputation in the
Rugby League circles as an aggressive goal kicking centre who
could also play at full-back and on the wing. At seventeen
he had played for Lancashire Colts alongside distinguished
professionals like Andy Platt, now of Wigan, Paul Round,
the popular Oldham forward now at Wakefield, and Paul
Forber, the St Helens forward.
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SUMMER 1993
WHY BOOK NOW?

THE EARLY BOOKER BENEFITS WITH...

* FREE INSURANCE * Lower Deposits
* Better Choice of Hotels % Better Early Prices
* Better Child Discounts & MORE FREE
CHILD PLACES * The Holiday you want at the
right price * Hotel of your choice more likely to be
available * Price Guarantees

Don'’t forget ... for holidays home and away, we're
top of the league for travel service.
Kick the rest into touch and try us to tackle your
holiday arrangements.

WE’'RE CHAMPIONS!

27 Henshaw Street, Oldham. Tel: 061-633 2232

DAVID GARDNER

TRADLE

6N9
SAV K

27 OLDHAM ROAD

NEW CROAS MANCHESTER

TekeD6|~839 0110
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Signing up — a young Keith puts pen to paper to pledge himself to
Oldham. Coach Brian Gartland looks on.

If anybody deserves a great benefit it is you,
Keith. After all, it only seems like yesterday when
you came up to the club asking me if you could
play for the colts.

| must admit that in the early days you were a
very raw young rugby player but one who was
prepared to put a lot of effort and hard work into
his game to become a pro for his home town club.

This was the attitude that prompted me to put
you forward for the Lancashire Colts for whom
you had a great game and then you went onto
play for Great Britain Colts against France.

| know how thrilled you were to represent your
country. | was prompted to sign you on to fulfil
your ambition to become a professional rugby
league player for Oldham RLFC. You have done
yourself, your family and Oldham RLFC proud.
Congratulations.

Brian Gartland

Former Oldham coach

Classic action against Bradford in 1986

INTERNATIONAL HONOURS
The Lancashire side was coached by one of the Oldham
coaches, BrianGartland.

Impressed by the young Atkinson, Brian had recommended
Keith for full international honours and he was selected for
the GB Colts side to play in a match against France. Keith
played twice alongside the outstanding Lee Crooks, who
was already a fully fledged member of a Hull side that was
the dominating force in the game in the UK at that time.

In the second of two games for the GB Colts Keith scored
atry.

His lasting memory of those two internationals was of the
outstanding performances from Andy Platt. Andy was an
inspiration for Keith even then. Today he has nothing but
admiration for the Wigan forward.

“That GB colts side was packed full of players who would
make a great impact on the game in their later careers. Lee
Crooks, Andy Platt, Paul Forber, Keith England and Mark
Conway have all enjoyed distinguished careers in the
game."”

“As a back, | felt | contributed greatly to the English victories
that season. | even scored a try in the second game, when
| came in from the wing to collect a pass from Lee Crooks
on the 25 yard line, | broke the tackle and put the ball down
midway between the posts and the corner post.”

“However, the outstanding aspect of that team was the
domination of the forwards lead by Andy Platt, who has since
proved himself to be the model professional. Just look at the
way he has played in Australia this summer. For any
youngsters embarking on the game, if they want a role model
to copy they should look no further than Andy Platt.”

"I have never seen a player more committed or dedicated
to the game. He works so hard that you wonder where he
gets the energy from. His commitment is second to none
and if | can achieve half what he has achieved in the game
then | will be more than satisfied.”

This success at county and international level had obviously
drawn Keith to the attention of clubs throughout the League.
Oldham were showing an interest. Brian Gartland as coach
had recommended Keith to Frank Myler, the then Oldham
Coach.

The only problem was that Keith had already made it obvious
that he wanted to sign for Oldham.

“I made the mistake early on in my negotiations with Oldham
that it was clear that | wanted to play for them and only them
so they could pick and choose when they wanted me to sign
and how much they wanted me to sign for."

SIGNING UP WITH OLDHAM

“Whenever a youngster is in negotiation with a Rugby League
club, don’t let your heart rule your head. Play it cool and
don’t give anything away. Although Oldham have treated my
very well they had me by the short and curlies. Literally. They
knew | wanted to play for them and that | would do it under
their terms."”

“That will help them negotiate a better contract on their
terms. Fans may think that this sort of attitude is unfair to
the club, but remember: a player has got to look after his
interests as his career can often be short lived.”
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THE BROADBENT GROUP OF COMPANIES

of Shepherd St., Royton, Oldham.
Tel: 620 2346, 633 1119 and 624 1512
TEAM SPONSORS FOR SEASON 1989-1990

‘MANY THANKS FOR GREAT RUGBY KEITH’

From Keith, Chris, Ray, Jim and Jeremy Broadbent

Medlock Building Company Ltd.

Building Contractors

Geometric Furniture Ltd.

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Pub, Club, Restaurant
and Bar Furniture.

‘Architectural Engineering

Building Trade Metalwork and Fabrication

BEST WISHES TO KEITH
IN HIS BENEFIT YEAR

I
LV.LAWLOR (COLOUR LITHO PRINTERS)LIMITED

Bottom o'th Moor - Huddersfield Road - Oldham OL4 11X
Tel:061-633 2044 & 06I]-626 4506

“Although the money side is important, it is not everything.
| would have retired long ago if the game was solely about
money. There is too much talk about money in the game
at the moment.”

“What we should really be concentrating on is the desire
to play and the loyalty to your club, your fellow players and
the fans who make the club tick.”

“I have got a lot out of the game without ever being greedy
or asking for more money than | could justify to myself. |
have got a lovely house, a lovely car, a lovely family and go
on holiday once a year. | also play for one of the best clubs
in the country. The money side isn't my main priority."’

“Although | look after my own interests, the loyalty to the
club and the players and the fans comes first.”"

“I feel that this attitude has been rewarded by the club by
putting my name forward for testimonial a year before it
was due. | was approached by the Board who said if we can
get a testimonial — do you want one? | was delighted to say
yes and even more delighted that my loyalty to the club was
being rewarded by the Directors.”

A testimonial for years of dedicated service was the last thing
on his mind when as a slim, stream lined, unmarked 18 year
old he signed for Oldham with Brian Gartland looking over
his shoulder.

Other professionals who signed with him at the same time
were Oldham hooker, lan Sanderson, now dedicating
himself to the police force, and Bob Marsden, who played
for Oldham before moving to local rivals Rochdale.

He realised his lifetime’s ambition when he signed professional
for the club at 19 in August 1984. He was delighted to have
been given the opportunity of joining the club as a goalkicking
centre who had the versatility to play on either the wing or
as a fullback.

With the benefits of county and international honours
already to his name, Keith could look forward to a bright
future in the game. The rugby world really did lie at his feet.

v AR RS sl i A
Early action — Keith gets in entangled against Bradford Northern in the snow.
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As a Breezehill student Keith was a very
promising soccer player — in fact he showed a
good level of ability in everything in physical
education.

However, it wasn’t until | joined Failsworth that
he began to earn a reputation as a League player,
signing for Oldham as a Colt and gaining county
and national honours in a short space of time.

Brian Gartland recognised Keith’s potential and
soon persuaded Frank Myler that there was
another Atkinson worth having besides Oldham'’s
main sponsor.

Watching Keith play during this time was like a
breath of fresh air. He was full of enthusiasm and
courage, despite his lack of experience at senior
level. Wherever he played one couldn’t fault
‘Atky’ for was real effort and commitment.

Keith fractured his lower vertebra is the Second
Division Championship game against Wakefield
in 1988. He had already experienced several bad
injuries but this one capped the lot and | was
worried about his prospects in what must be the
most fierce body contact game in the world.

Four years later, another vertebra problem,
numerous breaks and a plated arm, and Keith is
already talking about when he gets back playing.

It anyone deserves good support during a
testimonial it is Keith, who has more has earned
his reward for sheer guts and determination.

Get well soon and have a great benefit year.

Eric Fitzsimmons
Assistant Coach, Oldham RLFC
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NIGHT CLUB

OLDHAMS
FOREMOST
FREEHOUSE

Meals always available
17/21 Mumps, Oldham

Tel: 061-620 9566

Opening Hours:
Thursday - Saturday 9 p.m. to 2 a.m.
Strictley over 21s
Smart Dress

Rochdale Road , Royton Oldham.
Tel: 061-655 1683

OLDHAM R.L.F.C. PROMOTIONS

THE WATERSHEDDINGS LIFELINE
SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!

JUST LOOK WHAT LIFELINE HAS
TO OFFER YOU

£52,000 PRIZE MONEY GUARANTEED
PLUS

THE CHANCE TO WIN A BRAND NEW
CAR IN SEPTEMBER

FILL IN THE FORM AND
JOIN US NOW!

£1000 WON EVERY WEEK

THE
CASHLINE DAILY DRAW

£100 EVERY DAY MUST BE WON
* ONLY 50p *

TEN CHANCES A DAY FOR 7 DAYS
EVERY DAY SOMEONE WILL WIN £100
IT COULD BE YOU
RING RAY HILL ON
061-626 4501
061-624 4865

PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ABOUT
THE LIFELINE SOCIETY

NAME
ADDRESS

PHONE
POSTTOOLDHAMR.LF.C., FREEPOST, OLDHAM OL4 2PB
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Sadly, his career since those joyous days in August 1984 has
been dramatically hindered by a catalogue of injuries that

would have forced most players, no matter how brave, out
of the game.

The list of injuries he has sustained are quite frightening. He
has twice broken his right leg. He has smashed his right ankle.
He has fractured both his thumbs and broken a wrist. Twice
the ligaments in his knee had been wrecked and he has also
dislocated his spine. The worst injuries of all have been the
fractured vertebrae in his back. The back injury was not a
one off — he has actually done it twice. These sorts of
injuries not only threaten a career but also a normal
everyday existence.

Keith reckons he has lost at least four years of his career
through injury.

Now with this horrendous list of injuries behind him, he is
mature enough to face up to the fact that his body will be
permanently damaged by too many broken bones!

“If when | first started out in the game | had realised | would
pick up so many horrific injuries | would have thought twice
about picking Rugby League as a career,’ comments a
reflective Keith.

“There have been times over the last six, seven or eight
years when | have had to endure great financial difficulties
through injures with me unable to work. Nova, my wife,
has been a jewel and her support has made the heartache
of these times less painful.”

Despite all his injuries, Keith says that is down to the risks
of playing the game.

“Picking up injuries are part and parcel of the hardest contact
sport game ever played in the world."

“If a player goes through his career without picking up a
serious injury then he is an extremely fortunate. Mal
Meninga, Paul Laughlin and our own Shane Tupaea
have all had serious breaks in their arms, just like mine.”

"My bad luck cannot last forever and | am looking forward
to the forthcoming season so that | can remain free from
injury and catch up on lost time."”

Of all the injuries Keith has suffered, two stick out in his
memory.

““We were playing Carlisle. | had already had a horrendous
season with injuries including a detached retina, pulled
achilles, broken leg and ankle and to cap it all a shattered
left arm! | had gone into a tackle and unfortunately come
out second best. Richard Pachniuk had tackled one of
the opposition and | was running in to finish the job off. As

The longest walk — Keith accompanied by fJohn Watkin after
smashing his arm last season.

I arrived the Carlisle player ducked and my left arm caught
the top of his head. As | fell to the ground in agony Richard
was shouting out ‘| heard it crack, | heard it crack’!”

‘I WANTED TO BE SICK’

“John Watkins was on the pitch as quick as a flash and
Richard was shouting out to him, ‘It’s broken, | heard the
crack’. | was in absolute agony, | had never known pain like
it. All I wanted to do was be sick. John Watkins said to me
‘get up and walk off the pitch with dignity’. Thanks John!"’

“I mustered as much dignity as | possibly could despite the
overwhelming desire just to put my head between my knees
and vomit. | left the pitch after what seemed like one of
the longest walks of my life and was soon back to my second
home, Highfield Hospital, where | am on first name terms
with the vast majority of the staff.”

Keith's worst injury of all was his second broken back.

It happened in an A Team game, his comeback after
fracturing his back. lan Bates's older brother, tackled Keith
around the bottom of the back. Keith never felt anything
although he heard the crack.
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WHY NOT TRY A
GREAT FAMILY NIGHT
OUT AT THE OLDHAM

PARKFIELD HOUSE
HOTEL & RESTAURANTS

Moorside,Oldham  Tel: 061 620 9112

ALWAYS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
RESIDENTIAL, WEDDINGS, PARTIES, SQUASH,
INDOOR POOL AND SAUNA, SOLARIUM
Swimming and sauna memberships now available.
Pool open 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
RESTAURANT: open every lunch-time and evening,
serving bar snacks or full meals
SATURDAY EVENING - Dinner £11.95 or a-la-carte
Music for dancing 7 p.m. - 1 a.m.

FRIDAY & SUNDAY EVENING - We serve our full
a-la-carte menu with a
40% price reduction on everything
SUNDAY LUNCH-TIME - Traditional roast lunch £6.95
or bar snacks
Also served lunch-times and evenings our

STEAK AND BAKE

Prime steak, salad, baked potato, '/2 - litre of
wine, sweet, all for £15.95 per couple

GREYHOUND

STADIUM.

Licensed Bar and all
the excitement of one
of Britain’s most
poular sports

(7

RESTAURANT OPENING TIMES

LUNCH EVENING
MONDAY 12.00-2.30 p.m. Closed
TUESDAY 12.00-2.30 p.m. Closed
WEDNESDAY 12.00-2.30 p.m. 7.00-10.30 p.m.
THURSDAY 12.00-2.30 p.m. 7.00-10.30 p.m.
FRIDAY 12.00-2.30 p.m. 7.00-10.30 p.m.
SATURDAY Closed 7.00-10.30 p.m.
SUNDAY 12.00-6.00 p.m. Closed

Traditional Sunday Lunch

THE MOSS INN
HEYSIDE
Nr. ROYTON, LANCASHIRE
Telephone: 0706 847282

“I didn’t feel any pain or anything. Once | had heard the
crack everything appeared to be going in slow motion. |
went to move my legs. Nothing. | felt like | was being stood
in a bucket of cement. | was paralysed in my legs for over
seventeen days. | had never been so frightened in my life.”

“Even when | think about it today, it still frightens me.
However, the surgeon who operated on me said it wasn't
the first time that a sportsman could recover from this
injury. Joe Royal, Oldham’s Manager, had done so. People
can play again after receiving bad injuries to the spine. All
the surgeon needed to do was to convince me that it
wouldn’t happen again. There may be long term problems
with the back, but at the moment it feels fine.”

Without question, severe injuries have so far prevented Keith
from fulfilling his full potential in the game.

A look at his record having joined Oldham in 1984 highlights
the lost years.

**l am still learning the game and enjoying my rugby league
education. | feel | can improve even more and am looking
forward to the forthcoming season when | can really get
down to hard work, building up my confidence and proving
to everyone that | am a player who can stay free of injury
and contribute a lot to a young Oldham side that will return
to the first division and will become one of the top sides
in the country.”

Where as many players would have been put off by the
injuries, Keith blossomed in adversity.

A dislocated spine couldn’t prevent him getting married to
girlfriend Nova. On February 3rd three years ago he had
dislocated his spine less than three weeks before he was due
to get married.

Four days later, he had an operation on his spine to remove
a disc and insert a pin into his spine.

Keith’s second home — and seeing double at Highfield Hospital

He made his debut as one of ten reserves in Oldham's side
that was hammered 54-12 at home to Hull. He came on
as substitute wearing the number |5 shirt (that he has since
come to regard as his own over the years with Oldham).
He returned to the reserves after this and there he stayed
until the following Spring when Australian fullback, David
Liddiard, returned Down Under. Keith, who had played
wing and centre most of his career, then took over as
fullback. He managed eight senior games in 1986/87, 14 in
1987/88, seven in 1988/89, 23 in 1989/90 and 19 in 199I.

His appalling list of injuries had cost him nearly five seasons
in the game. Even now at the age of 27 he views himself
as an apprentice learning the game.

STILL LEARNING

“I may be one of the senior players at the club in the second
half of my twenties, but | feel as if | am still learning the game.
In reality, | am 23, having missed a lot of my career through
injury.”

Most people would have taken the hint and stayed in hospital
recuperating from such a major operation. But not Keith.

“Everything had been arranged for the reception and the
evening meal. | had a long time out of the game and was
skint. The club had come in and helped pay for everything
for the wedding. | was not going to miss this even if it meant
arriving at the church on crutches, which is exactly what
| did!”

Less than a week after his operation he was at the altar
getting married at St Thomas's Church in Moorside. The
ceremony was a delight. The only problem was that once
he had knelt down he couldn’t get back up again. It took
the best man, brother-in-law Dave Lees, and several others
to lift him back to his feet.

Keith spent his honeymoon where he had spent a lot of his
time over the last ten years, back in Highfield Hospital.

“After the wedding there was only one place | was going
and that was straight back to hospital.”
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Badger & Sye
& all the customers at the

Bridge Inn,
Moorhey Street, Oldham,

wish Keith all the best
and thanks for your service.

Suntal Cycles

45 - 57 Ripponden Road,
Oldham.

All the best in your
testimonial year Keith

Telephone: 061 624 7409

Best wishes for your
benefit year from

Tindall R Fabrications

Osbourne Industrial Estate,
Waddington Street, Oldham. |

Telephone: 061 624 3961 ‘

PERSONAL TYRES

4 WESTEND ST., OLDHAM. TEL: 061-624 2826
CAR & COMMERCIAL

Ask for
Peter or Mike

New & Remould
Tyes - Puncture
Repairs - Tracking
& Balancing

-
-~

Good Luck
in your benfit year
from
NEIL GIBBISON

B.D.S., V.U. Manc
Dental Surgeon

36 OLDHAM ROAD
UPPERMILL
OLDHAM OL3 6HV
Tel: Saddleworth 2108

ARE PRIVILEGED TO BE
ASSOCIATED WITH KEITH ™ &
IN HIS BENEFIT YEAR

NO. 1 J
FOR RUGBY LEAGUE \
IN YOUR AREA!

TEAM STRIPS, SUPPORTERS REPLICA

SHIRTS, HEADGUARDS AND
SHOULDER PADS ALWAYS
AVAILABLE — WE ARE BIGGER,
— WE ARE BETTER, — WE ARE
DEFINITELY WORTH A VISIT !!

NEW VICTORIA UNIT 6
MARKET HALL WARRINGTON STREET
OLDHAM ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE

TEL: 061-678 6199 TEL: 061-344 0550

“Unfortunately, that meant Nova couldn't go on
honeymoon. But hopefully we have made up for it since with
travelling all over the world,” said Keith, who has just
returned from Africa.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

The outstanding highlights that will forever remain in Keith's
memory are the two Silk Cut Challenge Cup semi-finals in
1989/90 and 1990/91 when they played Warrington and
Wigan respectively.

The first match, especially, against Warrington was one which
almost saw Oldham’s Wembley dream finally come true.
Keith takes up the story.

“The Warrington game was the biggest game of all our lives.
This was the one game we knew we could really beat the
opposition.”

“Tony Barrow had us so well drilled and so fit that there
was no reason why we couldn’t beat them. Even though we
were in the second division we were a very, very good side.
It was going to be a close match — one which we could win.”

“l remember driving towards Central Park and suddenly
“Simply the Best”, the Club record, came over the coach'’s
PA system. You could feel the atmosphere in the coach
change. Now there was no turning back.”

“| felt the hair standing on the back of my neck. The beat
of “Simply the Best'" and the chorus set the pulses racing.
It felt magic. We were almost at the pinnacle of every rugby
league player’s ambition. A trip to Wembley. | didn't
want it to end.”

The current side which Tony Barrow had assembled from
Duncan Platt at fullback to Richard Irving and Paul
Lord on the wings, Des Foy and John Henderson as
centres, Brett Clark and Mike Ford at half back to the
forwards with Richard Russell, Leo Casey, Keith
Newton, Sean Allen, John Fieldhouse and John
Cogger, was one of the strongest in recent years.

Keith was on the bench alongside John Fairbank with
players like Charlie McAlister, Paul Round and Andy
Ruane unable even to get in the side.

“The match was as tight as we had all expected it to be. We
matched them move for move, tackle for tackle, effort for
effort.”

“The heat that day was intense and Sean Allen and Keith
Newton in the second row were shattered.”

“Tony’s one mistake on the day was to leave the substitutions
too late. Warrington scored a couple of tries resulting from
a lack of cover as tired players started to create gaps. After
half time we were chasing the game. Warrington's two tries
just showed you how cruel rugby league can be. We appeared
to be on top and yet they hit us from nowhere.”

“Once Warrington had established their lead, they hung on
like crazy.”

“We almost scored in the last dying seconds of the game
when Mike Ford did a short chip to the corner. Paul Lord
touched down, but the referee gave offside. All the players,
myself included, were absolutely gutted. We felt robbed. Our
dream of going to Wembley was over.”’

“In the dressing room after the game players were crying,
shouting abuse. They wanted to be left in peace. To deal with
the tragedy of defeat in their own way. People were coming

Keith Atkinson is without a shadow of doubt the
gutsiest player | have ever had the pleasure to
coach. With all his bad luck and horrific injuries
many a man would have packed in the game long
ago — but not Keith.

His dedication, fitness and love for all things
Oldham RLFC, is a credit to him and Rugby
League in general — if there were more players
in the mould of Keith we would have a much
healthier game.

When | arrived at Oldham Keith was a goal
kicking full back; within three months | moved

him into the pack and he became one of the best
second row forwards in the club. His energy,
determination and will to win is a great asset
needed with more players in the club.

Finally, | would like to wish Keith and his family
health, wealth and prosperity and | am positive
the best fans in Rugby League will support you
during your testimonial year.

Tony Barrow
Former Warrington, Oldham coach now with
Swintpn

On the run against Swinton.
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DIRECTORS: J. DAVIES, C.Eng. M.LProd . E - HAROLD JOHN STOTT, Consultant Engineer

TOOLMAKERS TO THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY

WISHING KEITH ATKINSON
WHO OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS
HAS BEEN AN OUTSTANDING &
LOYAL PLAYER FOR OLDHAM
R.L.EC,,

EVERY SUCCESS IN HIS COMING
BENEFIT YEAR

-FROM THE DIRECTORS,
JACK DAVIES & HAROLD STOTT

ELECTRO TOOLS LTD.

UNIT 2, WARTH MILL * DIGGLE * OLDHAM OL3 5DJ
TEL: 0457 878549
FAX: 0457 877079

Good Luck Keith
from

High Point
Hotel

and
Tudor Restaurant

Proprietors: Peter & Julie Niel
Napier Street, Oldham,
Lancashire. OL8 1TR
Telephone: 061 624 4130

EDWARDS
VEEDER

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

INCORPORATING G. E, INNES & CO.

are proud to be associated with a

WINNING TEAM

For personal service with professional expertise,
give us a call on

061-620 2133

Brunswick Square
Union Street
Oldham OL1 1DE

CRIMPED TERMINALS - FLEXIBLE CONECTORS
BUS BARS - WATER COOLED CABLES
COPPER FABRICATIONS

BEST WISHES
TO KEITH IN HIS
TESTIMONIAL YEAR

Daniel Street
Oldham
Lancashire

Tel: 061 624 9206
Telex: 666952
Fax: 061 678 0946

CORNER

C

CONNECTORS G- CORNER & co- LTD.
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uncertain terms where to go.”

“We got through to the semi-final again the following year.
This time we were playing the invincible Wigan. The previous
year we felt we had a chance of beating Warrington, but |
think to actually beat Wigan we would need to catch them
on a very, very bad off day. Sadly that was not to be and
Wigan marched onto a four consecutive Wembley victory.”

“Unfortunately, with those two semi-finals | think my chances
of ever playing at Wembley are now gone.”

“To make matters worse, | have missed three premiership
finals at Old Trafford through injury. The games were against
Featherstone Rovers, Hull KR and Sheffield Eagles which |
would have dearly loved to have played, passed me by through
injury.”

“The first time | missed a premiership hurt me badly. The
second ripped the heart out of me, | was absolutely gutted,
by the third time last seasons match against Sheffield Eagles
| had got past the hurting stage.”

OLD TRAFFORD AMBITION

“If I was to think about the one place | would like to crown
my rugby League career, it would be in a premiership final
at Old Trafford.”

“I am sure that next season we will be one of the top sides
in the second division and that an Old Trafford premiership
final is more a reality than a dream. | would consider it one
of the greatest honours | could have in the game to play
there."”

One of Keith's biggest influences in the game has to be coach,
Tony Barrow.

It was Tony who convinced Keith to give up playing in the
centre once ankle and leg injuries had rid him of his speed
and pace and move into the forwards.

into the dressing room for interviews and were told in no

weight to take on this new challenge with his usual
enthusiasm.

Despite Tony Barrow's encouragement and advice, Keith still
had to actually prove he could play in the forwards and that
he was fully recovered from injury. Tony Barrow never
compromised. Nowadays Keith has nothing but admiration
for Tony Barrow, who will be coaching Swinton in the Second
Division this coming season.

“Tony Barrow had a great rapport with fans and players alike.
Rugby league is a funny game. When the team wins, the
players get the credit and yet when they lose the coach gets
the blame.”

“Tony achieved a lot at the club. He took us through to a
semi-final in the Challenge Cup against Warrington. We made
it through to the final of the Lancashire Cup again, against
Warrington. We won promotion to the first division and
contested a thrilling premiership final against Hull KR. Tony
was on the verge of achieving great things with Oldham.”

“Unfortunately injuries and some players let him down.”

“Tony Barrow was a most domineering and frightening
coach. He had my respect and | am sure he would have
turned Oldham into a major force if the club had stayed free
of injury. He constantly gave me good advice and | count
Tony as a close friend now.”

“If there is one criticism | would lay at Tony it was his choice
of coaching staff. Towards the end of his reign at the club,
the training became stagnant and boring. When that happens,
players start to get demotivated.”

“The season that saw us go down to the second division and
which saw Tony Barrow leave the club, was one where we
were plagued by bad luck. We had started well during the
season and looked like we could have achieved survival quite
easily.”

“We hadn’t played badly all season, and yet we ended up
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Atkinson sponsored by Atkinson in the driving seat against Leigh.

| first bumped into Keith-literally-when he was at Breezehill
School and | was playing for Saddleworth. We were playing
at UI5 level and even then, at that early’age, Keith was a
hard, bruising lad. The next time we came up against each
other was when | was playing for Wigan Colts and Keith
was with Oldham Colts. We played opposite each other
at stand off-and had a bit of a scuffle, which is out of
character for Keith.

When | heard that Keith had signed for Oldham | was
surprised because he hadn't been particularly outstanding
at school. However, he did well to get signed, early proof
of his determination and courage that have characterised
his career ever since.

When | signed for Oldham after my spell with Wigan Keith
was just breaking through to the first team-and starting to

compile a horrendous catalogue of injuries. If | had suffered
half the injuries he has had to endure | would have called
it a day there and then.

By the end of the 1990-91 season with John Fieldhouse in
charge, Keith was playing his best rugby ever. He'd moved
position into the forwards, which suited his hard, determined
character who never shirked or hid on the pitch.

When the going got tough you could always rely on Keith
to ‘tough’ it out with you. Stuck on your goal line? Keith
would be the one lining up to drive out. Other players may
have been more skilful for character and determination few
could match Keith.

Enjoy your testimonial. Make it one to remember!

Mike Ford
Wigan, Oldham & Castleford, GB Tourist

going down just because of one point. If we had won one
more game we would have stayed up and things could have
turned out completely differently.”

“At home our biggest defeat was the 24-16 loss to Widnes.
We lost to St Helens by a couple of points. Featherstone
Rovers beat us at home only when they were allowed to get
up from a tackle and continue with the game which lead to
a try. If the referee had been on the ball on that occasion,
who knows we could still be in the first division now and Tony
could still be at the helm."”

“The side was good enough. Our last game against Hull, who
had been chasing the title all season. It showed what a good
side we were. We didn't just beat them, we outplayed them
off the Park. All the commitment and the skill that we knew
was there was shown in this last game.”

“The side and the players in the side created their own
problems by not following the game plans that Tony had
given us. If we had stuck to our game plan instead of playing
one-man rugby, we would have been in a much stronger
position in the League.”

“Unfortunately for Tony he ran out of sticks to beat the
players with. With so many injuries he could no longer drop
people who did not work to his game plan. Unfortunately,
the club forced him out.”

John Fieldhouse took over and valiantly tried to keep the
club up, but he was nervous of his new responsibility.

PUNCHING PETER TUNKS...AND LIVING TO
TELL THE TALE

When Oldham got demoted to the second division,
Australian coach, Peter Tunks, was hired by the Club.

Again, Peter, like Tony, is a man that Keith had nothing but
admiration for.

“l remember punching Tunks once in a match against
Sheffield — and living to tell the tale. Peter was one of the
top forwards in the world in his day. He was a tough
uncompromising Aussie who had played at the highest level.”

“I just had to have a go and | remember having a dig as he
was being tackled. When Peter got up he just winked at me
and smiled. Peter and | can laugh about the incident now.
In fact he tells me that | impressed him by the way | kept
going at him non-stop.”

“As | said, Peter was one of the best forward players in the
world when he was at his peak. Now that experience that
he has got under his belt, can help all of us at Oldham to
improve our game. What's more a player that has played
at that standard knows exactly how to make us achieve the
same.

Keith impressed Peter with his ferocious tackling and all out
commitment on the pitch although ‘Atky" is the first to
acknowledge that once the game is over,
there are no carrying on vendettas off the pitch.

“On the pitch, you can be best of enemies. Once the whistle
has blown for the final time then you are best of friends
again.”

Keith has found the transition to the forwards from the
backs a lot harder than he had ever anticipated. And although
it is a move that he never ever regretted - his most
memorable try was scored as a back!
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INJURIES

Unlucky with injuries or does Keith just like hospital food. Here we take a painful look - ouch!—at the break, sprains,
aches and pains that have afflicted Keith during his Oldham career. Ouch again!

91 Retina trouble

90 Broken teeth
90 Fractured jaw

21 Sprain A.C joint

91 Bruising to deltoid 90 Sprained cervical spine

886 Damaged rib cartilage

92 Plate and screws to
repair smashed forearm

86 Fractured right scaphoid

86 Broken middle finger
8 Fractured left scaphoid
84 Fractured left wrist

88 Pelvic strain

91 Percutaneous desectomy
and discogram

89 Laminectomy

88 Fractured lumbar vertebra

88 Low back strain

84 Low back strain

___— 83 Swollen glands

83 Groin strain

87 Dead leg
89 Dead leg (now try running) —

91 Fractured fibula '
87 Fractured fibula J

86 Hamstring strain

90 Medial ligament sprain

83 & 88 Ankle ligament sprain

90 Thigh strain
90 Arthroscope

91 Calf strain

“If when | first started out in the game | had realised | would pick up so many horrific injuries | would
have thought twice about picking Rugby League as a career.”
Keith Atkinson, 1992.
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LITTLEMOOR
MILL CARPETS

Littlemoor Lane, Oldham
(off Ripponden Road)

FITTED CARPET

SPECIALISTS

Fitted by experts within 7 days

Ring for
FREE QUOTATION

061-620 9866

Our BED CENTRE always has a
big range in stock - call in and see

You are looking for somewhere quiet for a business chat over
lunch, jolly for an office get-together, elegant for entertaining
aclient to dinner, pleasant for the whole family to celebrate.

Ray offers you original country inn hospitality with separate
quiet bar areas, dining space comfortable for fifty people,
tables for two to ten, bar lunches and a la carte dinners.
Larger parties can be catered for if required.

All food is fresh and home-cooked. Traditional beer and good
wines.

Open Monday to Friday - noon to 11 pm. Saturday and
Sunday - 12 - 3 pm.

LUNCHES served noon to 3 pm 7 days a week.

Evening meals 6 pm to 10 pm Tues - Fri incl.

BEST WISHES TO KEITH
IN HIS BENEFIT YEAR

Drop in or call 061 624 1766 to make a reservation.
Private functions are at no extra cost.
Huddersfield Road. Scouthhead, Near Oldham.

BEST WISHES TO

KEITH

FROM SAVVAS

AT

THE DIANA

COFFEE HOUSE

13 ALBION STREET

OLDHAM

AUSTERLANDS
CRICKET CLUB

THORP LANE - OLDHAM
TEL: 061-624 4569
ARE PRIVILEGED

TO BE ASSOCIATED
WITH KEITH IN HIS
TESTIMONIAL YEAR

Congratulations Keith
& Good Luck

FUNCTION ROOM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
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Stop me if you can Keith sees the light at the end of the tunnel...and touches down despite the efforts of the Featherstone Rovers full back.

KEITH ATKINSON TESTIMONIAL 27




P.K CONSTRUCTION

Full
Building

Services

Roofwork Joinery
All Dampness Problems
123 Coleridge Road,
Moorside, Oldham OL1 4R]
Telephone: 061-627 2175

Proprietors: P. Washington, K. Washington

BEST WISHES TO KEITH
IN HIS BENEFIT YEAR

The wine shop

9 ASHCROFT STREET
OLDHAM
TEL: 061-652 9396

Healthier. ' >
Fitter. i

Seton Healthcare Group ple, an ’
established and growing force ‘ "’
in the healthcare, sport and 2
leisure ;
markets, has an outstanding ¥

track record. ‘K A

A policy of continual i
reinvestment and b
acquisition to develop
and expand the ;
product portfolio has {u;.; AL
ensured healthy sustained :
and profitable growth,
making the Group fitter
than ever for the challenges

of the future ' B

ﬁSetm i
Healthcare Group plc 2]

]
SETON HEALTHCARE GROUP pl

SPRINGFIELD
SERVICE STATION

MOT TESTING
CENTRE

By %

to stand out
from the
rest!

Servicing and all Repairs — Quality Used Car Sales
MIDDLETON ROAD, CHADDERTON, OLDHAM.

Telephone: 061 624 8755

CONTACT KEITH OR RICHARD
T E L ¢ 0O 6 1 7 9 5 2 05 1
MOBILE: 0836 652 442
F OR
ALL YOUR

ADVERTISING
AND PUBLICITY
REQIREMENTS

SPECIALIST
CLEANING SERVICES

Carpets & Suites Expertly Cleaned
Commercial Vehicles Steam cleaned
also Paths & Patios

21 Zealand Street
Oldham

M Sykes
Tel: 061-624 0877

K. PAYNE

CONFECTIONERS AND PASTRIES
171 Lees ROAD

wiISH KEITH
THE BEST OF LUCK
IN HIS BENEFIT YEAR.

ANDY DALES

MILK DELIVERED
SIX DAYS A WEEK IN
WATERSHEDDINGS

TeLerHoNE 061 624 5834

'/E 3 ];I;/: .
=

©uNCiNg Castle Hire

Paul Sinkinson
Tel: Evening: 061 652 9015

THE BARBER SHOP

J. Hilton
409 Huddersfield Road,
Oldham,
OL4 2HN. Tel: 061-624-8834

VENDA-VALET (MACHINES) LTD.
Suppliers to industry, schools, Offices ete.

Round the clock service

Guaranteed 1 hour call out in the event of a breakdown
Equipment fully guaranteed parts and labour

Free loan machines available

CASH AND CARRY SALES

Tea, coffee, soups, syrups,sugar etc.
All the best brand names.

®* 000

VENDA-VALET (MACHINES) LTD.
UNITS 3/4 NEVILLE STREET INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
OFF MIDDLETON ROAD, OLDHAM

Your Local Vending Company
Make sense, ring now 061-633 3793, 061-633 5136

OAKWOOD JOINERS

FOR GENERAL JOINERY
TO PRIVATE, COMMERCIAL
AND INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

15 Wales Street,
Watersheddings,
Oldham OL4 4E1

Tel: 061-633 8674 P. MATHEWS
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“The best try | ever scored was in 1987 when we were
playing Leeds at home. It was all down to speed — which
is one thing | no longer have! After just three minutes | took
the ball from the scrum from Gary Warnecke. And out
sprinted Gary Schofield, who was a lot faster then than he
is now, Carl Gibson, and lan Wilkinson to score. To out
sprint those three while playing fullback was a real buzz.”

However, it is in the forwards that he feels he has really
come of age. “Although it is ten times harder in the
forwards, | absolutely adore playing in the pack. You are
always in the heat of the battle, waging the war upfront.
Forwards win games. | am a naturally aggressive person,
however, | am learning to control that aggression and channel
it to the benefit of my game.”

Keith has a reputation like Oldham forward Tim Street
as being a player who can fly off the handle. Despite this,
he has only ever been sent off once in his career.

This was in a match against Huddersfield in the Regal Trophy
when a certain Simon Kenworthy bit his finger.

Keith's immediate reaction was to hit out as this was no usual
bite. Kenworthy's teeth had bitten through to the bone and
Keith instinctively hit out. With Kenworthy flat out Keith
got his marching orders. Ironically, the Rugby League
disciplinary hearing found him not guilty and took no further
action against him as the video gave the impression of Keith
merely pushing away Kenworthy.

Although rugby league is a violent contact sport game, Keith
feels that most players play it fairly. There are no deliberate
attempts to injure fellow professionals. Although players go
in hard he feels this is the tactic needed to win the game.

“Nine times out of ten nobody means any harm on the
pitch, even when other players get hurt.”

“You must remember that every player on a team is out
to keep his place. Your opponent, your opposing prop, is

competing against you. He is out to put you off your game
just as you are out to put him off his. By achieving this you
are helping to keep your place in the side and help keep your
side on top.”

THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT

“All players have different ways of doing things. Some players
will punch you, some will bite, some will gauge. Others will
try and rile you by talking. Players with the skill, like Andy
Gregory from Wigan, will take the mickey out of you by
making you look foolish on the pitch.”

“Another breed of player will try and get you sent off. They
will take a dive when there is now way they have been hit.
Although | don't condone this sort of behaviour it happens
in the game. | feel it is very much part and parcel of rugby
league.”

“Remember, people pay good money to be entertained.
Rugby league is really entertainment. It is a Broadway Show.
It's an act. People want their excitement, they want to get
vocal on the terraces. They want to shout at referees bad
decisions, they like the controversy.

“| suppose the part of the game | really love is the big hit.
| like to hurt people in tackles.”

“The night before a game | will concentrate on go into
myself and | mentally prepare myself for the game. The one
aim at the beginning of a match is to make sure that the
first tackle is a big tackle. A pile driver, if you like."

“I would also always try and make sure that | drive the ball
in at least one set of six. It is hard work. But it is worth
every bit of pain and agony. After a while you don’t feel the
pain. You get your second wind, the legs stop aching and
you just carry on playing and playing and playing for your
team mates and the crowd.”

Crunch! Keith is sandwiched between two Swinton players with current teammate Shane Tupaea (head guard) providing the topping.
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Keith has another string to his game besides his tackling and
unwavering commitment. He's one of the best goal kickers
at the club thanks to the years spent playing football.

RAPPORT WITH CROWD

"My kicking ability goes back to football. Eric Fitzsimmons,
a semi-pro footballer, was a superb goalkicker. Kicking is
all about confidence. Sometimes you can get six out of six-
and-a-half and the next half you can get none out of six.
It all depends on how you feel. | once remember scoring
fourteen out of fourteen in a match.”

"I enjoy the rapport with the crowd. Once | was playing
in an ‘A’ team game, | scored eight out of eight. Then in
the last minute | missed one. | hid my face in shame and the
crowd enjoyed the joke."

Keith follows the same routine each time he kicks the ball.

“I place the ball, stand and estimate the distance to the post.
| take five strides back, two to the right side, clean my boots,
take a couple of deep breaths and walk into the ball. | rely
on timing for my accuracy and distance. | hit with the inside
of my foot, unlike other players who will toe-poke it.
Kicking is very much like golf. It is a matter of consistency
and timing, hit it well and it will go well.”’

Unlike many players Keith never suffers from nerves — when
he kicking, preparing for a big match, or teeing up on a golf
course (a sport that is equally passionate about!).
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Keith is recognised as one of the club’s most consistent kickers.

Five steps back, two to the right...and we have contact — and two
more points.

“I never feel that nervous before a match as my adrenalin
is flowing | can't wait to get started. But you will be surprised
at the number of players queuing for the toilets just before
kick-off. | remember Terry Flanagan used to drink a
quarter bottle of sherry before a game to help clear his chest.
Des Foy, on the other hand, would always be in the toilets
until five minutes before the match.

“In contrast, Duncan Platt hasn't got a care in the world.
He is so cool and dry. | suppose it doesn't matter what you
do beforehand that counts. It’s what happens on the pitch.”

Although Keith has been encouraged by many to retire from
the game because of his incredible misfortune with injuries,
he has only considered it a couple of times.

In fact, in April 1992 with the pains from yet another back
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QUEGHAN
PLANT SALES LTD.

Queghan House,Shaw Rd.Oldham.061620 2115
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12 HOUR RETIREMENT

He did in fact retire after he had broken his arm in March.
He takes up the story in hospital.

“I was lying in a hospital bed caked in mud, still in my kit.
They were about the insert a plate into my smashed arm.
| was still in absolute agony and pain and was wondering is
this really worth all the effort and the hassle and the
aggravation?”’

“| said to my wife, Nova, who was beside me, ‘this is it, |
will call it a day. It’s not fair on you, Sally-Anne or anyone
else.’ | honesty meant it as | was wheeled down to the
operating theatre.”

“After the operation though, my mood had changed. | was
lying in the hospital bed at 3 a.m. in the morning thinking
about other players who had recovered from the operation;
players like Mel Meninga, Sean Tupaea and Paul Laughlin had
all recovered from similar injuries. | thought to myself, its
only a broken arm, and instantly regretted my decision to
tell Nova | had retired.”

“Being an impulsive character, | telephoned her and said ‘I'm
sorry love I'm not retiring yet'"

So Keith did actually retire — even if it was only for half a

day. But then he is the eternal optimist. Over the past couple

of years, when the injuries have really been piled on, he has
learned not to look back and moan about what could have
been.

“Players who | have played internationally at Colt level have
since been capped with the GB International Squad. Lee
Crooks, Andy Platt spring to mind. They are currently
touring in Australia.”

“Could | have made the grade at that level if | have stayed
injury free? It is a question that will probably never be
answered because | was injured and my career was hindered
by these injuries.”

“Whatever the answer, | am looking forward like never
before to the coming season. | feel | deserve a big season,
one where | can show everyone exactly what Keith Atkinson
can do. On my day | think | can compare with any forward
in the country. How | perform is down to me. It is down
to my commitment. |t is down to my preparation and it is
down to my attitude. If | get injured again that is a cross |
will have to bear.”

“lintend to enjoy my testimonial year. Hopefully by playing
in the first team, helping Oldham to get promotion into the
first division where they belong and also helping them to
achieve success in the cup competitions. | intend also to enjoy
my testimonial year socially, by mixing and enjoying the social
life that is such an important element of this sporting life |
lead.”

‘NS

Keith enjoys the sweet smell of success after the championship winning
game against Wakefield in 1989 — little realising he’s walking off
with a broken back.
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Congratulations to Keith and best wishes
for his testimonial year from

Fairway & Grundy

(Industrial Supplies)

HOPE STREET - SALFORD - MANCHESTER - M5 4WN

B AEROSOL SPRAYS (Line Marking) ® GARDEN TOOLS
m AXES = GIN WHEELS

m BARRIER CREAM ® GLOVES

® BARROWS (Solid & Pneaumatic Tyre) B GOGGLES

m BATTERIES ® GRAFTING TOOLS
mBLEACH m HACKSAWS

= BOILING RAGS m HAMMERS

® BOLT CROPPERS ® HAND CLEANERS
= BOWSAWS ® HAND LAMPS

B BRUSHES & BROOMS ® HANDLES

® BUCKETS (PLASTIC & RUBBER) (Hammer Broom Maul Pick etc)
® BUNTING TAPE ® HAZARD MARKERS
® CANTEEN EQUIPMENT m HODS

m CHEMICAL CLOTHING ® HOSE FITTINGS

m CHISELS

® CLEANING EQUIPMENT ®m KETTLES

® CROWBARS m LINES

® DETERGENT = LOCKS

m DISINFECTANT ® MARKER TAPE

m DISPOSABLE CLOTHING B MATTOCKS

B DONKEY JACKETS m MAULS

® DRAIN CLEANING/TESTING EQUIPMENT m MEASURING TAPES

® DUSTBINS = MOPS

® EAR DEFENDERS ® NEWCASTLE DRAINING TOOL
® FACE MASKS ® PAPER TOWELS

®m FENCING PINS ® PARAFFIN LAMPS (Road Works)
® FIRST AIDKIT = PICKHEADS

® FLASHING LAMPS (Road Works) ® PIPE CUTTERS

® FLOATS & TROWELS ® POLYTHENE BUILDING FILM

® FLOOR SCRAPERS ® PROTECTIVE CLOTHING

® FLUORESCENT TAPE = RAINSUITS

® FORKS (Trenching) ® RAMMERS

Tel: 061-745 7474 (5 Lines)

® HOSE PIPE (Air Water Gas Chemical)

® RANGING POLES

® ROAD CONES

® ROAD SIGNS

= ROPE

® SACK TRUCKS

® SAFETY FOOTWEAR

B SAFETY HELMETS

= SANITARY FLUID

® SHOVELS

m SOAP

m SPADES

® SPIRIT LEVELS

® SQUEEGEES

m STILSONS

® SWARFEGA & TUFENEGA
B TARMAC FORKS & RAKES
® TARPAULINS

® TEAPOTS

® TEST CUBE MOULDS

® THERMAL CLOTHING
® TOILET ROLLS

® TORCHES

® TOWELS

® TRIPODS (flashing lamps)

® TRUMETER MEASURING WHEEL

® TYVEK SUITS

= WADERS

® WARNING SIGNS
® WATER BOILERS
® WIRE BRUSHES

® WRECKING BARS
m ZEBRA TAPE

PLUS MANY OTHER ASSOCIATED ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT FROM STOCK

HAVE A REALLY
ROYAL
TESTIMONIAL

KEITH

Keep up your strength
with our Daily Special!

Open Monday - Saturday 9 - 5
Daily Special:
Fish, chips, peas, bread & butter - £1.85
Full Breakfast:

Egg, bacon, sausage, beans, toast,
tea or coffee - £1.60

KING JOHN CAFE

KING’S HALL, KING’S STREET ,OLDHAM
TEL 061 633 7088
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VERY BEST WISHES TO KEITH IN HIS TESTIMONIAL YEAR
AND THANKS FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE CLUB AND TOWN

PROPERTY LAWYERS

House buying selling or remortgaging
Fast professional. service

Low fixed price fully inclusive fees

+e+ 4

Qualified and experienced personnel

MORTGAGES

Best deals available from leading Building
Societies and Banks
House purchase and remortgage

Comprehensive illustrations provided

+44+ 4

No consultation or arrangement fees

PHILIP OLDFIELD & CO

11 QUEEN STREET
OLDHAM
OLI IRG

TEL: 061 - 678 - 7996
FAX: 061 - 627 - 3177

PROPERTY AND MORTGAGE LAWYERS

All mortgages are of course subject to survey and sfatus and remember your home is at risk if you do not keep up
mortgage repayments secured on it.

Monday - Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am to 12 noon
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‘ALL THE BEST KEITH’
from

MOORSIDE

TYRE & EXHAUST
MOORSIDE GARAGE - RIPPONDEN RD.
OLDHAM
TEL: 061-627 1205

New, Remould and Part Worn Tyres
Exhausts — Full & Part Systems Fitted

TOWNFIELD

SERVICE STATION

Huddersfield Road, Oldham

Telephone: 061-624 9378
USED MERCEDES SPECIALISTS
M.o.T TESTING - 6 DAYS

SERVICING & REPAIRS to all
makes of car

* % %

TENCH (sports) LIMITED

S4 Arndale Centre
Middleton

Cricket Specialists
Agents for:
Gray-Nicolls, Slazenger,

Manchester
Gunn & Moore, Newbury,

Tel. 061-643 7515 Stuart Surridge,

Fearnley etc.,

LAWRENCE
PERRINS
& SONS LTD

Plumbers, Elecricians & Heating Engineers
Domestic & Industrial Installations

176 Oldham Road
Springhead, Near Oldham
Telephone: 061-624 1723 &3798

Peter and Angie Godard

Dog & Partridge

Roundthorn Road

Wish Keith all the best
in his testimonial year

Traditional J W Lees ales.

HALF WAY HOUSE,
ROYTON

Good luck Keith.
From Harry & Vie.

Home of the
Royton Tigers.

GRAHAM & SHIELA

THE CRANBERRY

CRANBERRY STREET, WISH

KEITH ALL THE BEST IN HIS
TESTIMONIAL YEAR

1

MOOR-HAVEN (NH) LTD.

Comfort - Care - Concern
193 Ripponden Road,
Oldham,

Lancs.
Telephone:

061 - 628 2064
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Congratulations
on attaining your
testimonial

KEITH ATKINSON, AGED 8,

PLAYING FOR

ST PANSYS JUNIORS 1972 & beSt WiSheS from the

Chaps from all around the empire come to Zutti Co. for their gentlemens
attire. Pioneers from Taranake; Wakefield; Christchurch; Sydney and

Moorside brave their way through hostile territory to the nicest clothes OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE

shop in the world.
“Cobblers with knobs on™ is what these chaps say to all the other shops

they pass on the way.
You can’t go wrong at Zutti Co. We sell lots of different jeans, trousers, Old h ) N 1
tops and we haven’t met anybody yet in ten years who is too big to fit into am S O e

our shirts.

Starting this season we have a small collection of “Marie Helvin™ lycra Evenlng Newspaper

clothes for girls.

Z2utti Co.

MERCHANT TAILORS SINCE 1980
83 YORKSHIRE STREET, OLDHAM. TEL: 061665 1016 1
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BEST WISHES
TO KEITH IN HIS
TESTIMONIAL YEAR l

JOHN CHADWICK
INSURANCES

ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE TRANSACTED
& REPRESENTED AT LLOYDS

463 WATERLOO ROAD
BLACKPOOL FY4 4BW
TEL: 0253 692200

0253 695048

20-22 WESTCLIFFE DRIVE
LAYTON BLACKPOOL FY3 7HG
TEL: 0253 300680

0253 36080

AGENTS FOR THE

ALLIANCE & LEICESTER
& HALIFAX BUILDING SOCIETIES

APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
ROYAL LIFE GROUP
(A member of Lautro)

QD
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KEITH’'S SPECIAL AWARDS

Keith, in a generous mood, has announced the following,

absolutely no offence intended for any of the lucky winners!

Curry eating beyond all acceptable human levels of
endurance award lan Sherratt

The Willie Wonka Chocolate Factory eating award
Paul Round

Mr Dynamic on the training pitch award Richard
Irving
The special VIZ Johnny F***ts awardRichard Russell

More Royal than Charles and Di award and happily
married too Duncan Platt

The double vision this beer was made for drinking,
drinking and drinking (belch) award
Tim Street-lan Sherratt

The Christian Dior award for fashion victims
beyond help Peter Tunks

It's my ball and | am taking it home award for
sulking Vince Nicklin

It's my ball and | am taking it home award for
sulking (runner up) Andy Ruane

Special law & order award (sorry)
Tim Street & Keith Atkinson

Snorers anonymous (unless you share the same
hotel) Paul Round, Austin Donegan, Charlie McAlister

Hello Keith, long time no see award
Staff at the Highfield Hospital

Smiile you’re on SKY TV and you’re getting paid
Mike Ford

The Ellery Hanley award for non-stop talking
Keith Newton

Smile you're on Rugby League Live not the Clothes
Shop award Peter Tunks

Two out of three ain’t bad award for impersonating
as overweight rock star Shaun Allen

Watch out Linford Christie here comes John Watkin
with the sponge award John Watkin

Watch John Watkin here comes Atkinson with
a dead leg Keith Atkinson

You lot would be bloody dropped if they weren’t
injured award

All losing coaches at 4.30 on Sunday

The Simply the Best award for supporters For
anyone and everyone who ever stood on the
terraces at Watersheddings.
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A BIG THANK YOU TO YOU ALL!

First of all, I'd like to take this opportunity to thank my lovely wife, Nova, who has been absolutely terrific throughout my
career. She is a lovely lady and | am so glad she is my wife.

She takes everything with a pinch of salt and tells me when | really want to retire, tell me then. She knows more than anyone
else what the game means to me and | appreciate her all the more for her understanding.

There have been hard times in the Atkinson household, a lot of upset. Financially we have been close to the edge on several
occasions. Throughout it all Nova has always been there to help me. | wouldn’t have had it any other way.

She is my best friend, my wife and a lot more. Thank you.

My next big thank you is for the other woman in my life — our little girl, Sally-Anne, who is three years old and is the greatest
thing that has happened to me in my life. She is a lovely little girl and | am proud that | have had the chance to see her grow
up. She is starting to watch the games now and hopefully | can make her equally proud on the pitch.

I would also like to thank all my family, especially my mother Doreen, and my brether and sister and all my relatives for their
support over the years during my time with Oldham. It has been a long tough journey riding in this sporting life but it would
be a lot tougher and a lot harder without their support. Thank you.

| would also like to thank all the first and second team coaches at Oldham who have guided me throughout my career at Oldham.
I've learnt from everyone of you and appreciate the time you've all spent with me to help me become a better player.

The same goes to all the great players | have had the pleasure to play with. Thanks for the great memories — on and off the pitch!

I also wish to thank my benefit committee for making my testimonial year an exciting reality, the advertisers and contributors
who made this publication possible and Oldham RLFC and its staff, whose help have been much appreciated.

And finally, an extra big thank you to you, the loyal supporters, for buying this brochure and supporting me during my benefit year.
It has been a pleasure and privilege to play in front of the game's best, most knowledgeable and loyal fans.

Thank you. All of you. And thanks in advance for your support throughout the coming year.
All the best

Keith Atkinson.
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