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‘All the best
for your

COLIN HAWKYARD
OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

BENEFIT YEAR

benefit year’

1989-90
Conduct a poll with any Oldham team over the last
BENEFIT COMMITTEE 11 years and one name that will always be near the
top of the list of the player's player will be Colin
Chairpersons: Peter Bates Hawkyard.
Alice Collinge

That’s not surprising because Colin has proved to
be one of Oldham’s most loyal servants and

Treasurer: Chris Hamilton dedicated players.

Secretary: Janet Bradley Over the last decade Oldham's players knew they
Wiitshissd could rely upon Colin to give one hundred per cent
Dave Whitehea and more everytime he pulled on a red and white

Joan Hughes

Fay Bowden s
Noel Brady
Sharon Roscoe
Linda Newton
Mavis Morgan
Win Payne

And many more whom have helped a great deal. ~Now is the perfect opportunity for the fans of
Oldham RLFC to show their appreciation for Colin’s

. considerable efforts by rewarding him with a
Photographs courtesy of Oldham Evening Chronicle bumper benefit.

Whenever Colin has taken to the field wearing an
Oldham shirt he has played his heart out, enjoying
many memorable moments along the way including
that Australian epic in 1986.

We are organising a whole host of special events
during the coming year and are looking forward to
your wholehearted support.

Open Rugby: Andrew Cook

Editor: Andrew Field
So come on, let's make this a big year for Colin and
his family to really treasure.

Cartoon: David Rowe.

Artwork: Stewart Beckett (CAS)
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IF YOU DON'T GET BODDRIES YOU'LL JUST GET BITTER. e

Typesetting: City Typesetting
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Alison Collinge
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WOULDN'T IT BE NICE ...

A golf break on our
fabulous course OR
a meal at probably
the best restaurant

in the north west "' |l - ':K
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or both
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RODSTOCK
WAR OF THE ROSES

IT'S NICETO MIX BUSINESS
WITH PLEASURE

OUR PLEASURE
is the support of Rugby League at all levels,
OUR BUSINESS
is supplying amusement machines to several
Rugby Clubs,
OUR INTEREST
is more than passing. Give us a try.

RODSTOCK

DICCONSON MILL MILL LANE OFF DICCONSON LANE ASPULL
WICAN WN2 IQF TEL(0942)832484

Healthier. Fitter.
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Seton Healthcare Group, an established

“\, . and growing force in the healthcare,

. sport and leisure markets, has an
outstanding track record.

A policy of continual reinvestment and
acquisition to develop and expand the
product portfolio has ensured healthy
o\ sustained and profitable growth, making
\
\

the Group fitter than ever for the
challenges of the future.

V¥ Scton
s Healthcare Group

SETON HEALTHCARE GROUP, TUBITON HOUSE, OLDHAM OL1 3HS, ENGLAND
TELEPHONE 061-652 2222, TELEX: 669956 (SETON G) FAX: 061-626 9090
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COMPREHENSIVE
ART SERVICES

specialists in
Finished Artwork-Typography
Graphic Design - lllustration
& other related services

Courtlets House - 38 King Street West - Manchester M3 2WzZ

BEST WISHES
FROM

Bottom oth Moor - Huddersfield Road
Olcdham OL4 11X
Tel: 061 633 2044 & 061-626 4506
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Congratulations
and Best Wishes
inyour Benefit Year
from the

OLrpaaM EveEnING CHRONICLE

Oldham’s No.1
Evening Newspaper
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Colin-circaearly 70's -' W‘”

Oldham Evening Chronicle journalist, Roger
Halstead, has been writing about Oldham Rugby
League Football Club for a quarter of a century,
during which time he has probably seen the club
play more times than anyone else. Here he gives
an insight into Colin's career with Oldham.

“Old Faithful” is more often associated with Hull
than with Rugby League on this side of the Pennines
but the title of the Boulevard battle cry is the perfect
description of Colin Hawkyard, whose professional
career has now spanned 11 years and nearly 200
senior matches and countless ‘A’ team games.

The reserve matches form an important part of the
Hawkyard story because the Huddersfield
electrician has always tried his hardest to make the
sparks fly whether it is an ‘A" team match at
Whitehaven in front of a few hundred spectators or
in a crucial First Division battle at Watersheddings.

His total dedication to the game and to Oldham
RLFC has always been exemplary.

Inevitably, his commitment and courage has
always taken him into the battle where the most
fierce exchanges were taking place.

Little wonder, then, that he has broken his leg, his
thumb (twice) and his shoulder (three times!) on
Oldham duty. To dislocate a shoulder once is bad
enough. To do it twice would have many players
thinking of easier ways of supplementing a living.
Three times would be the end. Not for Colin.

He opted for the surgeon’s knife rather than retire
from the game he loves so passionately and even
now he is facing another battle for fitness after a
1 7-week lay-off with a leg shattered in a reserve
match at Odsal earlier this year.

| hesitated to suggest that the end might be in
sight. | should have known better. First came the
fixed stare that means Colin has something
positive to say. “Finish? Not on your life! I've three
soasons to do yet - at least-and when | do pack itin
it will be the saddest day of my life.”

There is more to Rugby League for Colin Hawkyard,
you see, than winning pay, a contract and all the
trappings of a modern-day professional. There is

something else that
enjoyment.

money cannot buy -

“Eleven years —and |'ve enjoyed every minute,” he
says. “That’'s the most important thing of all. | can
look back and think of so many grand times, so
many friends, and so much fun. No amount of
money can buy that!”

The pain, the disappointments and the heartaches
along the way pale into insignificance against the
good times.

It all began way back in 1978. The 20 year-old
Hawkyard earned his first-team chance against
Huyton at Alt Park, of all places, and he obliged with
two tries — a distinguished start to an Oldham
career in which Colin has had to battle against a
“utility’”” tag and cruel luck with injuries.

He has never rejected an Oldham jersey, whether it
is a first-team shirt or an ‘A’ team top, whatever the
number.

Play-anywhere Colin arrived from Huddersfield
amateur rugby as a ball-playing loose-forward but
it was soon evident that his forte would be strong
and forceful running, dreadnought tackling and an
insatiable appetite for hard work on both defence
and attack.

You can use any number of old Rugby League
cliches and apply them accurateély to the man who
is now deserving a bumper benefit. Player's player,
coach’s dream, loyal servant are just three
accolades that perfectly describe Oldham'’s latest
long-serving beneficiary.
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Mid-season 1978 Oldham line-up

WIANRY M

It would be less than honest of me to say that Colin
was the most skilful player ever to wear an Oldham
jersey. That would never do because honesty is a
Colin Hawkyard by-word.

As Frank Myler once said, you could put a rugby
jersey on Colin Hawkyard and send him out against
a herd of wild elephants in the knowledge that you
would never get anything less than 100 per cent.

It was that attitude that often saw Hawkyard
pencilled into an Oldham team sheet ahead of
players with more accomplished ball skills.

He was never a flashy player and, as a result, he
rarely caught the headlines. That was until one
memorable night at the Watersheddings in 1986
when the ‘invincible’ Aussies were given the fright
of their lives.

It was a game that was tailor-made for Hawkyard.
Here were Oldham taking on a team of international
stars who swept all before them in the northern
hemisphere for the second consecutive tour.

If ever there was a ‘David and Goliath” match this
was it, and it proved to be a great night not only for
Oldham, but also for Hawkyard who scored the first
of the home team’s tries as the Aussies were given
a massive scare.

Mick Worrall made the vital break, Ray Ashton
carried the move on, Gary Warnecke came into it
and Hawkyard's razor-sharp backing up enabled
him to finish off with a strong burst to the line.

“That was definitely the highlight of my career,”
recalls Colin, “But oddly enough, | didn’t play well
that night. Nevertheless, the memories of that
match, and the great moment when | crossed the
line will always be with me.”

“Funnily enough, most of my best games have
been night matches at Watersheddings. The
atmosphere at Watersheddings, with the crowd
packed in and the lights shining, is something
really special and | think | have always responded
on those occasions.”

“Another match that will live in memory was a
Lancashire Cup tie against Widnes. We beat them
but they threw everything at us in the last few
minutes and we really had to battle to survive.”

“I came on late as a substitute and ended up on the
wing. By this time Widnes were getting desperate
and were spinning the ball from wing to wing.”

“On two or three occasions | was faced with an
overlap but | was able to nip in and take the centre
and we hung on to win.”

Those are the memories which Colin will one day
be able to relate to his grandchildren. Hopefully, he
will also be able to tell them that the fans responded
magnificently to his testimonial and showed their
appreciation in the usual manner.”

Oldham and their ‘Old Faithful’ - Colin Hawkyard -
are still roaming the Rugby League plains together.
Long may the partnership continue!

ROGER HALSTEAD
Oldham Evening
Chronicle
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RESIDENTIAL
Prince George Hotel

& Restaurant
193 RIPPONDEN ROAD
OLDHAM
Telephone: 061-633 1328

PERFECT CHOICE
Good Morning Breakfasts
Super Value Lunches
Welcome Bar Food
Excellent Dinner Choice
Delicious Anytime - Always Good Value
For that special treat we are hard to beat

Try our “Friday Fivers” Night

So

in your benfit year

NEIL GIBBISON
B.D.S., V.U. Manc

36 OLDHAM ROAD

O

Tel:

Good Luck

from

Dental Surgeon

UPPERMILL
LDHAM OL3 6HV
Saddleworth 2108

BEST WISHES TO
COLIN

FROM SAVVAS
AT

THE DIANA

COFFEE HOUSE

I3 ALBION STREET

OLDHAM

CRIMPED TERMINALS
WATER COOLED CABLES

Best Wishes

His Benefit Year

CORNER

-

CONNECTORS

FLEXIBLE CONNECTORS BUS BARS
COPPER FABRICATIONS

to Colin 1n

Daniel Street
Oldham

Lancashire OL1 3PL
Tel: 061 624 9206
Telex: 666952

FAX: 061 678 0946

G.CORNER & Co. LTD.
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Gathering steam to run at another defence

66 . . e
I will never forget his magnificent

performance for Oldham against the 1986
Kangaroos atthe Watersheddings. We were up
against some of the best players in the world
that night and no-one gave Oldham a hope of
causing an upset. Yet every player was
determined to cause an upset that night and
Colin, typically, led the charge against a pack of
forwards containing the might and ability of
the battle-hardened Les Davidson, Benny Elias,
Phil Daley and Paul Langmack.

It was Colin who scored the first Oldham try, of
course, in that stirring match, illustrating to
his colleagues that Australia were far from
supermen. It fired his team-mates and we took
the tourists all the way before finally going
down 16-22.9»

DAVID TOPLISS
Wakefield Trinity coach and former Oldham
captain

EARLY DAYS...

When Colin Hawkyard first pulled on Oldham’s famous red
and white hoops for a league match against Huyton (better
known today as Runcorn) just before Christmas 1978 he was
following in the footsteps of his grandfather and continuing a
family tradition.

John Malone, a rugged, well-built six footer, played
professionally for Halifax and Bradford in the late twenties and
early thirties. Like Colin, John was a highly versatile performer
and played in all positions except scrum-half and stand-off.
When he retired he continued his association with Rugby
League as a coach, leading Wyke, a local amateur side, to an
impressive cup treble in the same season.

Nobody was more pleased about Colin’s professional debut
than his father Derek. An avid Rugby League fan, Derek risked
the full wrath of the RAF to watch his hometown team,
Huddersfield, who used to attract gates of over 15,000 just
after the Second World War. An acting Sergeant stationed at
York, Derek would skip out of camp, across back fields and
catch several buses to get to Fartown, Huddersfield’s home
ground, in order to watch the match.

Derek’s pleasure was all the more sweet because Colin could
easily have committed himself to soccer, which he played
throughout his time at primary school. When he went to
Fartown High School, one of the country’s new comprehensives
with excellent sporting facilities, he might have carried on
playing soccer but for the intervention of Frank Thackery, a
young teacher in his late twenties who convinced Colin to try
his hand at Rugby League.

Says Colin about those early days: “The first position | played
was second row, just like my older brother Steve. After my first
couple of games | discovered | enjoyed tackling. What's more,
others appreciated my efforts. | remember after one game,
Frank Thackery said to me ‘One of your tackles per game will
do for me Colin!" You can imagine my delight!”

Colin's natural tackling ability was evident from those
schooldays. Playing ‘British Bulldog" on concrete during
school dinner times helped, an ideal apprenticeship for a
second row.

With his twin brother, Kevin, and a group of other friends,
Colin was a regular visitor to Fartown on training nights. “We'd
borrow a ball and play behind the posts. At the time | think the
sole aim was to try and hurt each other!”

After leaving school, Colin joined local Huddersfield electrical
contractors, T.S. Lawton as an apprentice. His first wage
packet, a mere £13, went on housekeeping and, like any
young lad of his age, beer.

Older brother Steve, who eventually gave up Rugby at 24 after
a succession of bad knee injuries, played for local amateur
side Bradley and at the age of 17 Colin joined in the training
sessions.

“For that first training session | must have looked a sight. As
thin as a stick insect and weighing next to nothing! A puff of
wind could have blown me over.”

“"However, lack of physical stature didn’t prevent me being
picked for Bradley's second team as a second row forward
who was a little lostand bemused by the speed and strength of
players who were several years older than me.”

Colin's flexibility was first revealed at Bradley where he also
played on the wing and as a centre. One memorable game had
nim facing Paul Powell, who went on to win GB representative
honours, leaving the winger with a black eye to remember the
confrontation.

COLIN HAWKYARD BENEFIT 9




During that first season Colin experienced the ups and downs
of Rugby League that would be a trademark of his and
Oldham'’s career over the next decade.

The downside was relegation for Bradley following the
departure of many of their star players while the upside was a
trip to France with the Huddersfield Supporters U18 team.

Comments Colin: “It may have been France but the place
where we stayed was more like a Blackpool boarding house
and we got the impression the French weren’t over fond of us.
That feeling was reinforced when we beat their open age team
by 50 points. | scored two tries — but had a third disallowed.
That's the nearest |'ve been to a hat-trick before or since!”

GREG & RICHARD
wish Colin

All the Best in his
Testimonial Year

At the time Colin was enticed by close friend Mal Jenkinson to
try his hand at potholing: “Mal promised me it would be OK.
All | needed was overalls and a pair of heavy boots. Nothing
could have been further from the truth. | was frozen. And
promptly kicked potholing into touch and concentrated on
Rugby League!”

After several seasons at Bradley — including an appearance in
the Huddersfield Cup against Underbank at Fartown — Colin
was regularly winning man-of-the-match awards and had
caught the eye of Alan Foster, an Oldham RLFC professional
who asked if the young 20 year-old would be interested in
going for trials with Oldham.

Training at the Watersheddings was a lot harder than anything
he had experienced before but with help from professionals
like lan Taylor, Eric Fitzsimmons, Peter Deakin, Peter Jewitt,
Fred Hall and Phil Larder he quickly adjusted and was picked
for four trial matches.

“I wasn’t sure if | had done enough to impress but | knew | was
about to find out when the committee summoned me to chat
about my future — or lack of it — on December 14th 1978.”

“Fortunately | had more than convinced them | had a lot to
offer Oldham and | signed professional forms on the spot,
receiving a £700 signing on fee, a 10 year contract— and the
shock of my life. | had expected to play for the ‘A" team for a
couple of years, learning the professional game,/Instead | was
picked at number 11 for the first team match against Huyton.”

Proud parents, Derek and Nora, made the journey across the
Pennines to Liverpool to watch their son’s professional debut,
carrying their own chairs into the stand. The journey was well
worth the effort as Colin scored two tries as the side defeated
Huyton 25-13 at Alt Park, a performance that earned this
tribute from one newspaper.

Life in the hard lane hasit’s rewards -like scoring tries !

6¢
3 Taain " g
As First Team coach Colin was an important “Hawkyard marked his debut by crossing for two tries as well

m,ef“_ber of the t,eam Fhat won the _s°°°!‘d as impressing critics with his tackling, backing-up and
¥ Division Championship and Premiership. enthusiasm for work.”

ThrothOUt that Champ'onSh'p season he Journalists weren't the only ones who appreciated Colin's

& SHEARERS OPIY missed training once a"_d that was when game. A regular in the Oldham pack after a sensational debut,
STEEL STOCKHOLDERS his son Joel was born. Typically, Colin was his strong running and tremendously enthusiastic tackling
most apologetic on the telephone. Even with a established him as a big favourite with the Watersheddings
WARRINGTON broken thumb he still trained and with acouple crowd.

of games under his belt he was quickly back to Bradley fan§ alreadylkqew exaf:tly what Colin could do a_nd
his old form. | make no bones about my feelings showed th.elr appreciation of his years at the club by voting
TEL (0925) 4151 1 l (5 LineS) for Colin. He was and always will be one of my lr;fr:\ most-improved player and player-of-the-year before he
favourites. His support play is commendable, That first season Colin joined saw Oldham struggling in
FAX: (0925) 445134 his control of the ball is of a high standard and Division 2 as a combination of ill-luck, injuries and some

= = his ability to “quieten down” an aggressive pathetic performances kept Oldham rooted in mid-table.

opponent is well-appreciated by spectators Big cheerful Dave Cox was the First Team Coach who signed

TELEX 627135 NWD ECL ] and fellow players alike. Colin but promotion at work brought about his resignation

The qualities of honesty, humility and loyalty - from Watersheddings. School teacher Graham Starkey and his

& . A ¥ - Ily took place th

' which Colin has in abundance - are often féﬁgv‘x:gg;::gnéverbuuhekeycmnges i L
overlooked but without them Rugby League

. e A new decade and a new look as Oldham was determined to
wouldn’t be half the game it is today!s» become a force in the game and recapture the success of the

fifties when the team had won the League Championship in

ERIC FITZSIMMONS 1956-57.
Former Oldham player and First Team Coach
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FOR TIMB

NEWTIMBER
LOWEST PRICES

SPECIALIST MACHINING
FOR TRADE & INDUSTRY

Head Office: Medlock Sawmills, Shaw Road, Oldham.

Tel: 061-652 5421.

Depots at Manchester 061-834 8505 - Rochdale 47208 - Ashton 061-308 3746
-761 6416 - Sale 061-973 9578
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Telex: 666505

A comprehensive range of mini excavators,
to give you, versatility and reliakhility,

TheNEW Webe
Compaction &
Range from / j
QUEGHAN

In the futre, you'll be able to achleve a new dimension in
soll compacting to the site Inspectors. The dimension
“made In " that comes mighty close to the
Ideal of 100 per cent soll
compaction. Weber Is one of
Germany's most successful
manufacturers of soll
compactors offering a wide
range for every compacting
Job. All of them machines
from professionals for
professional use. Just take »
look at the powerful diesel
motors, the reversibliity, the

e . The balancing
dmlmn and

On any soll. if you want to
achleve better results with
Weber soll , have a
talk with our representative.
He has the complete Weber
range and the expert service to
gowith it

For further detalls contact:

at your fingertips.

QUEGHAN

PLANT SALES LTD.

QueghanHouse, Shaw Rd.Oldham.061620 2115

QUEGHAN PLANT SALES

Queghan House, Stampstone Street, Oldham. Lancs OL1 3P W
Tel: 061-620 2115
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Going down!

“A decade of loyal service says a lot about
Colin’s resilience and the ability to bounce
back after disappointments. | think his
shoulder has been out more times than his
wife! To his eternal credit he has always fought
back to give 100% to Oldham Rugby League
Football Club. Colin may never be one to figure
in representative teams but having played with
him, the greatest tribute | can pay is that if |
picked ateam to play for my life, Colin Hawkyard
would definitely be in it.9»

MICK MORGAN

Former Oldham forward

Touch down'!

To this end a colts side was established with young players of
the quality of Andy Goodway, Mick Worrall, Terry Flanagan,
Paddy Kirwan, Ray Ashton and Alan Platt all joining the club.

At the same time the side was strengthened with the
purchases of Bill Francis as player-coach and the experienced
Ken Gwilliam. Half way through the season English Rugby
Union internationals, Adrian Alexander, who had captained his
country, and Bob Mordell swapped codes for Oldham's red
and white.

All this activity was bad news for Colin who had impressed so
much the previous season. By Christmas he was more often
than not playing for the A team with the occasional first team
appearance as the competition for places became extremely
fierce.

One compensation for not getting a regular first team place
was a debut appearance in a professional cup final in the
Lancashire Shield when Oldham beat Salford.

The first team, however, weren't doing so well and found
themselves in Division 2 again.

For Colin Hawkyard, still only 22, first team appearances were
few and far between although he remembers being picked for
one game against Bradford Northern because “nobody else
wanted the job at No. 8."

Relegation heralded a new regime at Oldham with the much
trumpeted arrival of first team boss, Frank Myler, who was to
coach the Great Britain side, and his assistant Peter Smethurst,
who was responsible for the ‘A" Team.

Said Colin: “Training was hard but enjoyable. As it should be.
Peter was the most enthusiastic coach | have ever known
while Frank had that certain air about him that commands
instant respect. Certainly it paid off as Oldham were promoted
as Second Division champions.”

But while Oldham returned to their rightful place in the top
flight Colin Hawkyard was on his way back to Bradley. He had
struggled to get in the first team and wasn't impressing in the
‘A’ Team either when Peter Smethurst told him he would be
substitute for a forthcoming game.

“What a shock that was. Not being picked for the ‘A’ Team was
the straw that broke the camel’s back and | felt | needed a
change of scene to rekindle my interest in the game. | asked
the club for a permit to play elsewhere and they agreed.”

“l was back at Bradley with former Warrington player, Bill
Pickup, as coach and my twin brother, Kevin, and some old
workmates turning out for the side. It was all highly enjoyable
and | even played at stand-off, a new role but one that was a lot
of fun.”

After several games Second Division Huddersfield, Colin's
hometown club, took him on loan but after only two games he
unfortunately broke his thumb.

That wasn't the only disappointment for Colin who found the
difference in attitudes between an unambitious club such as
Huddersfield and one of the big boys like Oldham contrasted
unfavourably.

“Training was non-existent at Huddersfield. Favouritism at the
club was so blatant it was embarrassing and was very insulting
to many good, hard working players who deserved much
better treatment. Disillusioned | stopped going to Fartown at
about the same time as Terry Flanagan was leading Oldham
back into the First Division. Obviously this was not one of the
happiest times in my career.”

Fortunately there was a considerable compensation for Colin —
romance. During this period he met his future wife, Helen, a
17 year-old hairdresser in the Broadway pub, Huddersfield.

“She didn’t like me at first, probably because the first time |
saw her | said ‘I'll marry you one day’. And although she took
more chasing than a rugby ball, standing me up on two
occasions, she changed her mind and we started going out
together,” says Colin.

COLIN HAWKYARD BENEFIT 13




CHADDERTON SAW MILLS LTD.

WANEY LAP FENCING—
CONCRETE POSTS—PANELS

SUPPLIED DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURERS ADD THE FINISHING TOUCH TO YOUR GARDEN!

© GOODS DELIVERED DIRECT TO YOUR HOME @ESTIMATES GIVEN @ COMPETITIVE PRICES
@ GOOD QUALITY PRODUCTS @SKILLED ERECTORS
Tell us what you want and we will make sure

you have it. For further information contact
Roger Norris on 061-665 3475 or call at our premises:

WHARFE MILL-WHARFE STREET - CHADDERTON-OLDHAM GL9 7PF
TEL: 061-665 3475
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Wiaiting to move into action

““on the rugby field you would not find a more
totally committed player and wholehearted
performer than Colin Hawkyard in his
Roughhead kit. When you talk about true
professionals, the ones who are willing to play
in any position, who work hard at training and
who are continually trying to improve their
individual game, then Colin ranks with the
best. During my two seasons with Oldham, it
was not only my pleasure to play alongside
Colin but also to be considered a close friend
of his. Good luck from Down Under.»?

MAL GRAHAM

Oldham player

“Two moments stick out in my mind which
emphasise Colin’s all round abilities. First,
when he scored that marvellous try against the
Australians in 1986, backing up superbly to
take the final pass, shrug off two tackles and
dive over near the post. Second, when playing
Widnes away in 1985 Kevin O’Loughlin, the
Chemics Centre, hit Colin off-the-ball. Colin,
never one to walk away from a dust-up, duly
supplied a barrage of blows to O’Loughlin’s
face until a posse of players pulled him off.
Never wake a sleeping lion!s»

TERRY FLANAGAN
Oldham and GB international

With the personal side of his life prospering Colin, encouraged
by Helen, decided to swallow his pride and have another
attempt to establish himself in the Oldham first team squad at
the start of the 1982/83 season.

The side had been strengthened by the arrival of two new
extremely experienced players, Brian Hogan, who led the pack
by example and Alan McCurrie, whose tactical skills were
invaluable to the side that was eventually to finish eighth in the
League.

Revitalised following his period away from the club, Colin got
down to some serious training and found he was enjoying his
rugby again, thanks in no small part to the efforts of ‘A’ Team
Coach, Brian Gartland.

"Brian Gartland was a man who helped me tremendously over
the next couple of years, playing me as a centre on my return to
Oldham, a switch that led to my recall to the first team. | shall
always be grateful for his attention and encouragement which
made me a better player and, just as important, a better
person.”

After several strong outings with the ‘A’ Team, Colin
returned to the first team as substitute against Halifax,
ironically as reserve forward with Paddy Kirwan wearing the
No. 14 jersey. With Kirwan already on the pitch, and centre
Brian Caffery injured Colin took his place, producing two or
three strong runs before triumphantly scoring a late try.

That return saw Hawkyard's transfer fee — listed at £5,000
before he went on loan - increase threefold to £15,000,
although the club emphasised they would rather Colin was not
on the transfer list at all!

The change from forward to centre had worked a treat and
Colin was playing his heart out with his no-nonsense tackling
and hard running.

"Stop them from scoring and we'll win,” was a favourite Frank
Myler saying which Colin, in particular, could empathisé with,
especially as strong tackling has always been the foundation
of his game.

One game against Leigh had Colin on the wing with the
instructions not to let GB international Des Drummond near
the ball. Colin responded in typical fashion and Drummond
didn’t get a run all night.

Tackling has always been a vital part of the Hawkyard game
and he has some worthwhile advice to pass onto youngsters.

“My secret for good tackling is aggression, concentration and
knowing the right time to commit myself. The best time to
tackle an opponent is just after he gets the ball so he has no
time to think about what he is going to do next! | always try to
be 100% aggressive in the tackle. This gives me a great
psychological advantage over the player with the ball. If he
knows | am going to hit him like a ton of bricks then he’s more
likely to make an unforced error.”

Having established himself back in the first team disaster
struck in the first game of the 1983/84 season when his
shoulder was badly dislocated playing in the Wigan sevens,
ironically against an old Oldham player, Clive Hunter.

In hospital Colin, under a general anaesthetic, had his shoulder
put back in place. It was a horrific injury for an all-action player
to suffer and was similar to the damaged shoulders experienced
by Bradford Northern's Welsh international Terry Holmes and
England soccer skipper Bryan Robson.

Dedication and hard work in the training room strengthened
the shoulder and soon Colin was back in the first team as
Oldham enjoyed an excellent start to the season with Mick
Morgan leading the team in the forwards and second row
Andy Goodway showing exactly why he was a Great Britain
international.

Unfortunately the early form could not be maintained after
Christmas and the team’'s championship challenge faltered
badly. Frank Myler had been picked as the Great Britain coach

COLIN HAWKYARD BENEFIT 15
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Colin proves once again he's one of the game’s hardest tacklers

f ‘Colin isacoach’s dream: a hard rugged player
and a dedicated trainer who has played in nearly
every position on the park when the occasion
arises. What's more, he will always give
you 100%.

Seond row is his best position and when you
consider that competition he has had to put up
with - Goodway, Worrall and Graham Hobbs to
name three - it soon becomes apparent what a
loyal and faithful servant he has been to the
club. Many a lesser man would have spat out
his dummy and gone home!

Ask any coach and he will tell you how nice it is
to have a good ball player but without team
mates like the Colin Hawkyards of this world
their talents would simply be wasted. s
BRIAN GARTLAND

Former Oldham First Team Coach

Presenting a cheque at a charity function

for the British Lions tour of Australia taking five Oldham
players — Ray Ashton, Terry Flanagan, as a late replacement,
Andy Goodway, Mick Worrall and Des Foy — with him in the
squad.

Colin was competing against international players to get into
the Oldham side and he finished the season playing in the
forwards, a tribute to his determination and effort, especially
as he was almost lost to the game at the start of the season.

To make sure he maintained his presence in the side he
worked throughout the close season with Mick Taylor on
weights, running and sprinting to improve his strength,
fitness and speed. His family helped out with father-in-law,
Peter Bates, advising and helping out at three sessions a week.

“Throughout my career | have always placed a great emphasis
on training and anyone wishing to pursue a career as a Rugby
League professional needs to do the same. In these highly
competitive days a player has got to train at the club and in his
own time. Just as important, his eating and drinking has to be
regulated.”

"l use weights to make myself stronger and fitter and do the
distance running at home so the Oldham coaches can
concentrate on skills and technique when we get togetheras a
squad for training.”

“Whenever | train | always remember what Peter Smethurst
used to say. Pain is only in the mind. And the harder | train, the
more benefit | feel.”

That season Colin played regularly for the team, enjoying his
best spell since joining the club although he blotted his
copybook when he was sent-off for fighting Widnes's Keiran
O’Loughlin in an off-the-ball incident. Both players were given
their marching orders although O’Loughlin had cause to regret
causing the skirmish as his cheekbone had been fractured.

It was the first and only time Colin had been sent off and he
was banned for a match. He accepted his punishment
gracefully, even though other players had committed far
worse crimes on the pitch and carried on playing. Although
never condoning such cheats, Colin accepts it is part and
parcel of the game.

Positions varied depending upon the needs of the club with
Colin playing either in the forwards or at centre. Half way
through the season Colin must have wished he'd stayed with
the forwards because he dislocated his shoulder for a second
time, this time against Warrington. The next time, said the
doctor, it would mean an operation that could have ended
Colin’s career.

It takes more than a damaged shoulder to stop a player as
committed as Colin Hawkyard and after the usual recuperation
period and intensive training he was back in the first team
that was easily holding its own in the First Division although
the ‘stars’ who formed the backbone of the early eighties
were now heading for pastures new with Andy Goodway
being bought by Wigan.

Colin was sorry to see one of his favourite players leave the
club and reckons that few players could match Goodway for
professionalism and attitude to the game. “If youngsters want
a role model then they should look no further than Andy
Goodway, who has proved to be an extremely valuable servant
for Wigan as he was at Oldham.”

Also at the start of that season Colin finally got his girl,
marrying Helen on August 27th at St. John's Church,
Huddersfield with best man Mal Jenkinson, who had once
enticed Colin down a freezing pothole, making sure he went
down the aisle!

In pre-season training Colin's determination to reach
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r maximum fitness proved his undoing when he opted to do an
extra circuiton the tackle bags. His reward for his efforts was a
dislocated shoulder — the third time it had happened in as

many years — and the prospect of a long lay-off.

P

Another one bites the dust ! 4 - ui?‘.- gk o ko
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CONGRATULATIONS TO COLIN IN HIS
BENEFIT YEAR FROM ALLTHE STAFF
AT SEDDON ATKINSON.

As Colin knows, rugby is a tough game It's much the same in the truck business and

{when you are up against strong opposition, that's why Seddon Atkinson, another famous
|'T".D{J.’I"nf} you ve got 1o be

ave dedication and a will to win. 4 & Mind you we have also got great supporters

A

SEDDON §'
ATKINSON

.
&
»

7Y

‘y'

Seddon Atkinson Vehicles Limited, Woodstock Factory.
Telephone: 061-624 0566 Telex: 667398 SEDDON G, Fax: 061-678 8553,

Oldham team, have stayed at the top for many years.

because everybody follows the Big A.
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Colin on the attack

“Colin played in both the forwards and the
backs for Oldham and performed with great
distinction in bothroles, never giving less than
100%. Possibly Colin lacked size as a forward
and an extra yard of pace as a back. Certainly
if he had had either of these gifts he would
have achieved international honours without
any question. |'ve seen players with both fail to
command a firstteam place while Colin’s heart
and vigour inevitably won him a place in the
Oldam first team squad during my four years
with the club.s»

FRANK MYLER

Oldham and GB coach

“I would rather have Colin on my side in a
game than have to face him playing for the
opposition. One of my favourite memories
during my coaching days was the great thrill of
having Colin playing for the junior side along
with his two brothers, Steve and Kevin.
Together, they used to put the fear of God
into opposing teams.??

BILL PICKUP
Huddersfield, Warrington and Dewsbury

Yet another try !
e B

Colin duly went into hospital for the operation to pin his
shoulder into place and had to endure the worst and most
painful week since he had started professional Rugby League.
His state of mind wasn’t helped by the fact that he could do
little else but wait until he was fit enough to play.

Three slow, agonising months passed as he kept training,
building up his strength ready to compete for his place in the
first team.

Back in action for the ‘A’ Team against Wigan, Colin must have
wondered if the effort had been worth it. Mick Ford, playing for
Wigan prior to his move to Leigh and then Oldham, passed an
exasperated Colin four or five times on his bad shoulder side.

Says Colin: "l was left standing, unwilling to put the full weight
of my shoulder into the tackle. Although the shoulder was
physically alright, there were the psychological fears to
overcome and | knew it would take me a while to get used to
the shoulder again.”

With typical determination Colin forced his way back into the
first team squad only to pull a hamstring sprint training with
Paddy Kirwan. No sooner had he returned from a serious
injury than he was out for another six weeks.

While convalescing, Oldham, with the assistance of Aussies
Mal Grahame, Gary Warnecke and the Liddiard brothers were
putting together a useful run in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup
defeating Carlisle, Warrington and Bradford Northern on the
way to booking a semi-final place against Castleford at Central
Park.

Colin, back at full fitness, was selected for the first team squad
but did not make the team, denying him the chance to do his
bit to help Oldham reach Wembley's famous twin towers for
the first time in the club’s long and distinguished history.

However, despite leading at half-time Oldham lost 18-7 in a
closely fought match and the Wembley dream was dead and
buried for yet another season.

“The atmosphere in the dressing room after that match was
something | never want to experience. |I've never seen players
look so despondent after getting so close yet ending up so far
from the ultimate achievement for a Rugby League
professional.”

The rest of the season, sadly, proved to be an anti-climax.

A new season and renewed hope saw Colin free of injury
problems with a regular place in the first team. Although the
preferred playing second row where he could get more
involved in the action he found he was being asked to play
centre and on occasions on the wing - like the Lancashire Cup
semi-final against Widnes when he came on as a sub and
helped Oldham to a thrilling cup victory that sent them on their
way to a showpiece final against mighty Wigan at St. Helens.

Colin was again substitute for the final and came on in the
second half as centre but he and Oldham ran into a Wigan side
at the top of their form and found themselves beaten by the
boys from Central Park.

The cup final appearance was one of the season’s highlights —
the other was a remarkable match against the awe-inspiring
touring Australians who had demolished any team who stood
in their way.

They came to Watersheddings expecting an easy victory to
extend their unbeaten tour record. They had quite a shock!

On for the injured Hobbs with the tourists apparently well in
command at 14-2, Colin’s touch down sparked a fight back
from Oldham which cut their lead to a mere two points.
Australia eventually won 22-16 but the Kangaroos had few
harder matches on the tour which saw them return home
undefeated.

Colin has particular fond memories of the match. “| remember
hammering hard into Benny Alias and it took him a while to get
up. That boosted my confidence and helped me settle into the
game. Then when Mick Worrall broke through | started to
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are privileged to be
associated with Colin
in his Benefit Year

RUGBY LEAGUE SPECIALISTS
IN YOUR AREA

STOCKISTS OF ALL RUGBY LEAGUE
PRODUCTS FROM THE

AUSTRALIAN SYDNEY LEAGUE
SHIRTS - PADS - HEADGUARDS - T SHIRTS ETC.

INDOOR MARKET HALL | UNIT 6, WARRINGTON ST.,
OLDHAM ASHTON-U-LYNE

061-678 6199/061-344 0550

KENNETH F. FISHER
TEXTILE MACHINERY

Best Wishes to Colin
in his Benefit Year

Kenneth F. Fisher Textile Machinery,
Union Street Works,
Union Street,
Royton, OL2 5JD.
Telephone: 061-624 0641

ALL THE BEST COLIN
B.P. PRECISION ENGINEERS

SPECIALIST IN TURNING, MILLING &
GENERAL ENGINEERING

HEYWOOD STREET
WATERHEAD
OLDHAM
TEL: 061-624 6989

ADVERTISING & MARKETING

R%

If you would like to discuss
a refreshingly business-like
approach to your
promotional needs please ring

061-834 5168

CHAPEL HOUSE, CHAPEL ST,
SALFORD, MANCHESTER ,M3 6BG.
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Looking for the gaps!

“Colin has always been a true and loyal servant
to Oldham RLFC and has never given anything
less than his best on the playing field. His
attitude off the field has always been a great
example to young players taking their initial
steps up the Rugby League ladder. A man of
few words, Colin has always let his rugby do
the talking for him and is the epitome of the
conscientious, loyal professional Rugby League
player.

On behalf of the board and the club, thanks for
11 years devoted service.??

HARVEY ASHWORTH
Chairman, Oldham RLFC

%
N$
£

0DDINGTO

b

back-up the ball and after a passing movement between Gary
Warnecke and Ray Ashton | crossed over to score amemorable
try. After that, with the fans going wild, all of us played our
hearts out in a game | will always cherish,” says Colin.

That sort of form inspired Oldham in the league but the news
that Frank Myler was leaving at the end of the season was a
shock to a lot of players — Colin included — and it affected the
team'’s performances.

Winning games became a rarity and the team slumped down
the table and into the Second Division, leaving Colin in no doubt
what the root cause of the problem had been.

“Frank's decision to leave had a big effect on morale atthe club
and | think this was one of the major reasons as to why we
were relegated after what had been a successful period for
Oldham.’

With Frank Myler, who had served Oldham so well, departed
school teacher Eric Fitzsimmons was appointed coach,
bringing with him a new style as Colin explains

“Training was completely different with the emphasis on ball
skills, and tackling bags and shields used in a more positive
way. What's more, Eric introduced a more scholarly approach
to the game with statistics about every part of the match and
videos studied and analysed to improve performances and
spot faults.’

“It was a more professional outfit although some of the players
resented his school master approach,” commented Colin
whose commitment, dedication and sheer hard work certainly
impressed Eric

Colin won Eric’s inaugural “Most Consistent Player” award
with the first team coach saying Colin was a worthy winner

He'd got into the team as a centre covering for injured players
but won a place in the forwards when they returned

Life was a lot easier against second division opposition anc
Oldham duly won the Second Division championship, although
there were one or two scares along the way

Highlight of the season was undoubtedly the Second Division
thrill-a-minute Premiership Final against Featherstone Rovers
at a packed Old Trafford. The final had one of the most nail-
biting finishes seen at a major Rugby League final as
Featherstone pulled back 20 points to take the lead

Back in the First Division, Colin, named Oldham's most
consistent player during the previous season by Eric
Fitzsimmons, life was definitely not going to be easy as Wigan
gave the team a lesson they wouldn't forget in a hurry. The
players were taking a long time to adjust to the higher standard
of play in the First Division and with several games lost
through bad-luck, the going was getting tough

And it was tough luck for Eric Fitzsimmons who was sacked by
the committee and replaced by ex-Warrington coach, Tony
Barrow, who arrived too late to prevent Oldham dropping
down a divisior

Sadly before Colin could prove himself to the new coach, an 'A
Team match against Bradford at Odsal ended his season.
Running at full speed Colin heard the crack, like the ricochet
from a nfle. A broken leg, it was the worst injury of his career

Being out for so long gave him time to reflect on the game that
is Rugby League. Colin's had more than his fair share of
injuries and could be excused for feeling hard done by.

That, however, is not the Colin Hawkyard way. His long lay-
off confirmed his commitment to the game and to Oldham,
even though he is now in his 31st year

For Colin the game is still a vitai part of his life and he's looking
forward to a couple of more years with Oldham as the club
prepares for an immediate return to the top flight.

One thing is for certain. There won't be many more players
trying harder than Colin to put Oldham back where they
belong!
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Best Wishes
to Colin

in his Testimonial Year

Gatefield Motors Limited
OLDHAM ROAD - ASHTON-U-LYNE - LANCS

Telephones:
Sales 061-330 8637 - Leasing 061-330 3665
Service 061-330 8135 - Parts 061-330 2126

maZiba
THE THREE HAWKYARDS - e o e e~ o
XY s NOK
© )f Medlock Building Company Ltd. A §{>
Building Contractors

Geometric Furniture Ltd.

Manufacturers and Suppliers of Pub,Club, Restaurant
and Bar Furniture.

Broadhurst Blacksmiths Ltd.

Architectural Engineering and Building Metal Fabrication.

of Shepherd St., Royton, Oldham.
Tel:620 2346, 633 1119 and 624 1512

THE BROADBENT GROUP OF COMPANIES

SALUTE COLIN HAWKYARD
& For his never failing effort /
x@\, and 100% Loyalty. Qjé,;%( ¥
- |
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1980/81 first team squad.

We've won the cup—Oldham
celebrate after the Premiership
final victory.

Challenge Cup semi-final
squad 1986/87.

Concussed after a brave
performance against
Featherstone Rovers.
John Watkins helps out.

Setting off on asurging run
against Workington.




Congratulations to Colin and Best Wishes
for His Benefit Year from

Fairway & Grundy

(Industrial Supplies)

HOPE STREET - SALFORD - MANCHESTER - M5 4WN

m AEROSOL SPRAYS (Line Marking)
m AXES
m BARRIER CREAM

m BARROWS (Solid & Pneaumatic Tyre)

m BATTERIES

mBLEACH

m BOILING RAGS

® BOLT CROPPERS
®BOWSAWS

® BRUSHES & BROOMS

m BUCKETS (PLASTIC & RUBBER)
m BUNTING TAPE

® CANTEEN EQUIPMENT
m CHEMICAL CLOTHING
® CHISELS

= CLEANING EQUIPMENT
® CROWBARS

® DETERGENT

= DISINFECTANT

m DISPOSABLE CLOTHING
® DONKEY JACKETS

Tel: 061-745 7474 (5 Lines)

® DRAIN CLEANING/TESTING EQUIPMENT m MEASURING TAPES

®m DUSTBINS

® EAR DEFENDERS

® FACE MASKS

®m FENCING PINS

® FIRST AIDKIT

® FLASHING LAMPS (Road Works)
®m FLOATS & TROWELS

m FLOOR SCRAPERS

™ FLUORESCENT TAPE

W FORKS (Trenching)

® GARDEN TOOLS ® RANGING POLES
m GIN WHEELS ® ROAD CONES
m GLOVES ® ROAD SIGNS
® GOGGLES m ROPE
u GRAFTING TOOLS m SACK TRUCKS
| HACKSAWS m SAFETY FOOTWEAR
| HAMMERS ®m SAFETY HELMETS
m HAND CLEANERS = SANITARY FLUID
m HAND LAMPS m SHOVELS
®m HANDLES m SOAP
(Hammer Broom Maul Pick etc) m SPADES
m HAZARD MARKERS ® SPIRIT LEVELS
m HODS m SQUEEGEES
® HOSE FITTINGS = STILSONS
® HOSE PIPE (Air Water Gas Chemical) m SWARFEGA & TUFENEGA
m KETTLES ® TARMAC FORKS & RAKES
| LINES m TARPAULINS
m L OCKS m TEAPOTS
m MARKER TAPE m TEST CUBE MOULDS
B MATTOCKS m THERMAL CLOTHING
m MAULS ® TOILET ROLLS
® TORCHES
m MOPS m TOWELS
® NEWCASTLEDRAINING TOOL = TRIPODS (flashing lamps)
m PAPER TOWELS ® TRUMETER MEASURING WHEEL

m PARAFFIN LAMPS (Road Works)
m PICKHEADS

m PIPE CUTTERS

® POLYTHENE BUILDING FILM

® PROTECTIVE CLOTHING

®| RAINSUITS

B RAMMERS

B TYVEK SUITS

® WADERS

® WARNING SIGNS
® WATER BOILERS
® WIRE BRUSHES

® WRECKING BARS
m ZEBRA TAPE

PLUS MANY OTHER ASSOCIATED ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT FROM STOCK
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STUART BEST

PLUMBING &
CENTRAL HEATING
ENGINEER

c¢ORG,

AV L
N SAFE s

28, Grange Avenue - Birkby

Huddersfield HD2 2X]
Telephone Huddersfield 531064

St. James

Service Station

Huddersfield Road, Oldham
Tel: 061-652 0268

D'

- At TEXACO

Quality Petrol, Oil and
Accessories

Guaranteed Used Cars
Servicing and Repairs

OPEN 24 HOURS

ROUGHYED HOTLINE
PHONE
0898-888 637

FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS,
VIEWS AND INTERVIEWS
FROM WATERSHEDDINGS

ON-LINE 24 HOURS A DAY

7 DAYS A WEEK
MATCH REPORTS

ALL

HOME & AWAY GAMES
INCLUDING SELECTED
LIVE COMMENTARY

FOR AUSSIE RUGBY LEAGUE
DIRECT FROM SYDNEY

TEL:0898 888 630

AUSTERLANDS
CRICKET CLUB

THORP LANE - OLDHAM
TEL: 061-624 4569

Best Wishes
to Colin
in his Benefit Year

Congratulations
& Good Luck

FUNCTION ROOM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
PARTYS, WEDDINGS ETC,
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pLAsSTooLS

LIMITED

e TOOLMAKERS TO THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY o

A typical CNC
machine tool used by
Plastools.

This is a Hurco BMC 50 Mill
with 24 tool changer.

The machine
incorporates
Ultimax twin screen
programming,

with 3D graphics
and is driven

by 15 HP
brushless motors.

Fim ey 41 1k e

MEVIBER

Plastools Ltd. part of the Delta (Engineering Division) are predominantly involved in the manufacture of
high quality, plastic injection tools (Thermoset and Thermoplastic) with particular emphasis to the
domestic and industrial switchgear market

Our modern factory incorporates all the latest C.N.C. machinery and inspection equipment which
enables us to produce 2 dimensional or 3 dimensional mould tools Within the group we have the
back up of full Cad-Cam facilities. We are able to manufacture any mould tools up to four tonnes
Our in-house tool design facilities enable us to give an immediate and reliable service t0 meet all our
customers requirements. We are also British Aerospace approved (No. MAN 13)

Plastools have built up an extremely good relationship with all our customers by giving quality service
and realistic deliveries.

If you feel we can be of service to you please contact T. Kelly or H. Stott for immediate attention

PLASIOOLS

LIMITED |

e 4A MOSTON ROAD, MIDDLETON JUNCTION, NR. MANCHESTER M24 1SL e

e TELEPHONE: 061-653 8066 @ FAX: 061-655 3095 e {

« A DELTA GROUP COMPANY o |
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How well do you know your Rugby League? Here
Colin challenges you to answer as many of these
questions as possible and win some great prizes.
The first three names out of the hat win a pair of
ground tickets each and a case of Boddingtons, the
North West's favourite bitter. Send your entry to
Colin’s Challenge, “Development Officer”, Oldham
ORLFC, Watersheddings, Oldham. Entries should
be in no later than 1st January 1990.

Good Luck

1. How many times have Oldham RLFC won the
Challenge Cup?

2. Name the six players who have won the Lance
Todd Trophy and played for Oldham?

3. Name the three Oldham players who toured
Australia with the GB squad in 1958.

4. Who was sent off in the 1960 Challenge Cup
semi-final against Hull?

5. Goldswain and Turner were both signed from
the same club. Which one?

6. He was a South African full back for Oldham
during the 1960's. Who is he?

7. When did Alex Givons sign for Oldham:
1933, 1939 or 19437

8 In 1971 two Americans made brief
appearances for Oldham. Who were they?

9. Who were Oldham’s two substitutes in the
1986 Castleford semi-final?

10. What is Oldham'’s record victory score?

ELASTOMERIC ROOFING PRODUCTS

ELASTOMERIC
ROOFING PRODUCTS
LIMITED

Best wishes to Colin
in his Benefit Year

NEW WILLOW MILL
BELL STREET-OLDHAM
TEL: 061-627 0024/5
FAX: 061-627 4715

AN

MODERN MOTIFS LIMITED

THE PRINTED BADGE PEOPLE

RAISE YOUR CORPORATE IMAGE

WITH
Sweat Shirts Scarves
Badges Caps
Ties Pennants
T Shirts Armbands
Window Stickers

PRINTED BY THE SPECIALISTS

10 Shaw Road, Oidham, OL1 3LQ
Tel: 061-624 0341 Fax: 061-627 2735
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Best \Wishes Colin
from

PLASTEKNIK LTD.

Precision Moulders and Consultants

UNIT 9, WARTH MILL, HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, DIGGLE, OLDHAM OL3 5PJ
Tel: 04577 71041

BEST WISHES
from

FITNESS CENTRE

Oldham's No. 1 Slimming & Fitness Centre
We Offer:
e 2000 sq.ft. of Luxury Gym.
e Fitness Testing
e (Qualified Instruction
e Personal Exercise Programmes
e Full Dietary Advice
® Aerobics
PLUS SAUNA - SHOWERS
FAST TANNING SUNBEDS
for a FREE trial & Sun Session
Tel:061-652 7418
or call in at Union Street,
Rhodes Bank - Oldham

“'THINK FITNESS - THINK INCHES”

Fine
castings
Limiteo

Why Not Visit Our Display Showroom at:

800, Oldham Road, Newton Heath

Manchester M10
Telephone: 061-205 2849
Also at:
11 New Bailey Street, Salford M3 5FS
Telephone: 061-832 5870
Telex: 666656

Best wishes to Colin
in his Benefit Year
from

HARVEY
ASHWORTH

(MANCHESTER) LIMITED

- Wholesale Butchers -

THE ABOTTOIR
RIVER BANK ROAD
MANCHESTER M10

TEL: 061-223 2097
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=
Wishing

COLIN &
OLDHAM RLFC

a successful
season

Slumberland Limited

Prince of Wales Mill, Vulcan Street, Oldham OLI1 4ER.
Tel: 061 6525131 Telex: 667746 'Slumba G’ Fax: 061627 3872
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Colin with fathr Derek (left) and father-in-law Peter Bates before the start of the season

Best wishes to Colin
in his Benefit Year
from

W] RAERES @R@WN S NN

Huddersfield Road - Scouthead - Oldham
Tel: 061-624 1766
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Best Wishes to Colin in his
Testimonial, here’s tothe

next Ten Years
Alan Rothwell & Tom Patterson

Patterson+

Rothwell L1d.

Tool Makers & Plastic Injection Moulders

Key Works - Wilson Street - Oldham - OL8 THN
Tel:061:620 0292/3 Fax:061627 0916
“Pattersont W Patterson+ || Patterson+

Rothwell Ltd. | ell Ltd.

othwell Ltd.

WELER OB D08 1§
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Have a Great Benefit Colin

from
NORA and JOHN

SHEPHERDS ARMS
Cowecliffe-Huddersfield

Congratulationsand Best Wishes
to Colin from

CHRIS HAMILTON
ACCOUNTANT
29, Manor Road'Shaw
Oldham'OLz 7TH
0706-843772  061-633 9171

These two cartoons may look identical but there are in
fact ten differences. How many can you spot? Answers
on page 45.

Best Wishes from

P.C. CARPETS

FOR ALLYOUR CARPET
REQUIREMENTS
316, Huddersfield Road

Waterhead-Oldham
Tel:061-626 0271

oy Pellingzy,

LUNCHES SERVED | % WHITBREAD

DAILY ._ _ BEEwe

MONDAY— %
AT AT 4/ | AT THEIR BEST

Wish Colin good luck in his Benefit
Westgate - Huddersfield - Tel: Hudd. 424078
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DAVID GARDNER

27 OLDHAM ROAD
NEW CROSS-MANCHESTER
TEL:061-839 0110
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THE

OLDHA R.L.F.C. PROMOTIONS

THE WATERSHEDDINGS LIFELINE
SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!

JUST LOOK WHAT LIFELINE HAS
TO OFFER YOU

£52,000 PRIZE MONEY GUARANTEED
PLUS

THE CHANCE TO WIN A BRAND NEW
CAR IN SEPTEMBER

FILL IN THE FORM AND
JOIN US NOW!

£1000 WON EVERY WEEK

In full flow against Workington

vy

CASHLINE DAILY DRAW
£100 EVERY DAY MUST BE WON
* ONLY 50p *

TEN CHANCES A DAY FOR 7 DAYS
EVERY DAY SOMEONE WILL WIN £100
IT COULD BE YOU
RING RAY HILL ON
061-626 4501
061-624 4865

PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS ABOUT
THE LIFELINE SOCIETY

NAME
ADDRESS

PHONE

POSTTO OLDHAMR.L.F.C., FREEPOST, OLDHAM OL4 2PB
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MICHEAL FANNING

Catering Services
The Olde Hall
Waterloo Street - Oldham

Tel: 061-624 9922
Room Available for Hire

GOOD LUCK FROM
P

ok

The wine shop

9 ASHCROFT STREET
OLDHAM
TEL: 061-652 9396

BEST WISHES FOR YOUR
BENEFIT YEAR FROM

OGDEN & PARTINGTON

_ Certified Accountants

15 QUEEN STREET - OLDHAM OLI 1RD
TEL:061-624 1177

Congratulations

“CHOCOLATE BOX”

138 COPSTERHILL ROAD, OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 2462

Props: D. & N. Hulme
CHOCOLATES - SWEETS

CIGARETTES - ICE CREAM
STATIONERY - GREETING CARDS

TENCH (sports) LIMITED

S4 Arndale Centre Cricket Specialists

Middleton Agents for:
Marictisater Gray-Nicolls, Slazenger,
Gunn & Moore, Newbury,
Tel. 061-643 7515 Stuart Surridge,
Fearnley etc.,

JENKINSONS

HUDDERSFIELD TOWBAR CENTRE

CARAVAN REPAIRS TOWBARS
TRAILERS & PARTS

TOWBARS FROM £46

23A ST JOHNS ROAD, HUDDERSFIELD
Telephone 549512

Best wishes to Colin
in his Benefit Year
from

VANCE & BRENDA

DEIGHTON ROAD - DEIGHTON - YORKSHIRE
Tel:0484 54052

Best Tetley Beers & Sandwiches

KITCHENCRAFT
FITTED KITCHENS

QUALITY FITTED KITCHENS AT
UNBEATABLE PRICES

® ANY SIZE UNIT MADE TO ORDER
® FREE PLAN & DESIGN

DISCOUNT KITCHENS

UNIT 32-OSBORNE MILL-OSBORNE ST,
OLDHAM - Tel: 061-626 7635/061-633 5651
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The names of 34 Oldham players, past and
present, are hidden in the letter-maze either
across, up or down or diagonally. All you have to do
is find the names. And when you've found all 34,
the remaining letters will spell the name of the
team that is going to win the Second Division
championship next season.

The players you are looking for are: Alexandra,
Ashton, Atkinson, Bates, Casey, Clawson, Cook,
Flanagan, Ford, Foy, Goodway, Graham, Hall,
Hawkyard, Irving, Jones, Kirwan, Lord, Lund,
Marsden, McCurrie, Morgan, Munro, Naidole,
Ogden, O'Neil, Owen, Round, Ruane, Sherman,
Taylor, Vigo, Ward and Worrall.

Send completed entries to:
Competition, “Development Officer”,

Letter-Maze
Oldham

| ORLFC, Watersheddings, Oldham. Entries should

be in no later than 1st January 1990.

The first winner pulled out of the hat wins a rugby
ball signed by the Oldham first team squad.

D R @ F . E nl: B: R U €., M
M U N R O O O L I E N O
A A L DL Y G E N A U R
H $ L Y R O | R V A N G
A H A E L OV D R A W A
R T H O X & L A "W _S70"N
G O @D W A Y D D 0. NA
EE N Nzgad BE N A & L J0O.'G
L E A R O- U N D § LS K
O D M WUIFNGELE E. A sNEIN
B & B M RSNFIE: A TiaRi LhaRA
I B E B L “lLSFuSisA ARk i
A A H € 0 0 Ki=E B.OQO T P
N M S C DR A Y KW A H
Compiled by Helen C. Hawkyard

i M|

Evading the tackle!
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&

Best wishes to Colin
in his Benefit Year
from

JOHN CHADWICK
INSURANCES

ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE TRANSACTED
& REPRESENTED AT LLOYDS

463 WATERLOO ROAD
BLACKPOOL FY4 4BW
TEL: 0253 692200

0253 695048

20-22 WESTCLIFFE DRIVE
LAYTON BLACKPOOL FY3 7HG
TEL: 0253 300680

0253 36080

AGENTS FOR THE

ALLIANCE & LEICESTER
& HALIFAX BUILDING SOCIETIES

APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
ROYAL LIFE GROUP
(A member of Lautro)

QD

S

SERVICE MOULDINGS
LIMITED

LEES - OLDHAM
Tel: 061-652 0441

Best Wishes to Colin in his Benefit Year

Plastic Injection Moulders to Industry

Eric C. Buckley

Best Wishes to Colin
in His Testimonial Year
from

G.BARLOW & SONS LTD.

UNION ST. WEST
OLDHAM
TEL: 061-624 4301

Coaches for the Supporters Club
each and every match.

Bleasby Street - Oldham OL4 2AJ

Best Wishes to Colin
in his Benefit Year

TARGET
FINISHING

Specialist Finishers to the
Clothing Trade

Tel: 061-626 7436 (2 Lines)

2

M. B. YOUNG

Plasterers and Contractors

49 MOUNT AVENUE, OUTLANE,

HUDDERSFIELD HD3 3XS
Telephone: Huddersfield 653798
AT/,

PAINTER & DECORATOR

Have a Successful Benefit

Joe Gallagher

20 TAURUS STREET
OLDHAM
TEL: 061-627 0235
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Best wishes Colin
in your Benefit Year from

CHADDERTON METAL
PRODUCTS LIMITED

SHEET METAL WORKERS
& FABRICATION ENGINEERS

Raymond Avenue
off Stanley Road
Chadderton
Oldham, Lancashire OL9 7THW

Telephone: 061-620 7907

P.D. BRADBURY

FOR YOUR LOCAL VIDEO RECORDING SERVICE

SPORTS- WEDDINGS- PARTIES ETC.
IN FULL COLOURAND SOUNDS

Tel: 061-665 2903

WE'RE PUTTING
OUR SHIRTS
ON OLDHAM

o K »

LN

)

WORLD CLASS

ST. ANDREWS MOTOR CO.
THE QUALITY USED CAR SPECIALISTS

Leeds Road,
Huddersfield HD1 6NS
Telephone : 544249

Best Wishes Colin

BLAIR SHEPHERD & CO.
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Royal Bank Chambers
159 Ashley Road - Hale
Altrincham-Cheshire \X/A15 95D

Tel: 061~928 7035

QLN 0P
[LIEEE

Colin has played in nearly 200 first team matches
for Oldham. Here he describes three that are
particularly memorable.

HUYTON VERSUS OLDHAM

“My first choice has to be my debut for Oldham at
Huyton. This was my firstimpression of professional
Rugby League at a heavily vandalised ground with
concrete walling around the pitch. | was picked to
play at second row alongside another Huddersfield
man, Alan Forster. On the pitch | soon forgot about
the state of the ground and concentrated on the
game which proved to be adream debut with yours
truly scoring twice. The second try started with a
kick through the line. The ball was bouncing this
way and that and fell in front of me. | couldn’t
refuse! Everything went well that day and |
remember the smiles on the faces of my Mum and
Dad. They were proud of me and | was proud of
them for their support and help.

A great day.”

OLDHAM VERSUS FEATHERSTONE

“Second choice is the Second Division Premiership
final at a packed and very hot Old Trafford. | was
confident we would win and in the first half my
prediction was proving correct. Featherstone
Rovers decided to spoil the party and staged a truly
remarkable come-back to leave us a couple of
points adrift. After they took the lead we waited
behind the posts and Des Foy's head had dropped.
‘Don’t worry,” | said, ‘There’s another ten minutes
to go yet!" Needless to say Des broke free to feed
Kevin Meadows who scrambled over for the
memorable winning try. My lasting memory of that
great, exhausting day is the thousands of deliriously
happy Oldham fans who were rejoicing in our
victory. A great atmosphere, one |'ll always
cherish.”

OLDHAM VERSUS AUSTRALIA

“Finally, the night the all conquering Australians
came to Watersheddings to sweep aside an
Oldham side that was struggling in the League. The
Aussie Kangaroos quickly stamped their authority
on the game and were looking forward to an easy
romp to victory. They didn’t count on the Oldham
fighting spirit or the incredible vocal support
coming from terraces that encouraged us to give
the Aussie’s their biggest fight of the tour —and |
started the charge with a memorable try. The rest
of the team were inspired by the score and we ran
the Aussies very close indeed, proving at home that
we can beat anyone, especially with our great
supporters.”

Stop that man!

BEST WISHES
from
J.B. & B. GALLAGHER
HIGH CLASS BAKERS & CONFECTIONERS

98 EDWARD STREET - OLDHAM
Tel: 061-624 1276
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In the 10 years Colin has been at Oldham he's played with the 8. MICK MORGAN

best. Here he turns selector and picks his team of the decade. One of the game's true hard men. Mick will take the

1. MARTIN MURPHY knocks so others can take thg glory. Rugby League
Very safe, safer than the Bank of England. Excellent on would be lost without players like Mick.
attack and a very loyal Oldham servant. 9. IAN SANDERSON

2. MIKE TAYLOR A true blue talent that has been locked away by the
From Huddersfield, where all the best players come strong arm of the law for too long.

|

from. Need | say anymore! 10. HUGH WADDELL

3. PHIL LARDER A back rowers dream. Hugh is a hard running forward
Great finisher who has made a great contribution to who never ever stops. A battering ram with the skills to
Oldham over the years. match.

4. DES FOY . 11. ANDY GOODWAY
Our very own Billy Wizz, whose speed and deadly try One of the best, a model professional in every sense of
scoring won many games for Oldham. The Aussies were the word — until he decided to join Wigan. Seriously a
enjoying his silky skills but now he’s back where he great player who deserves all his success.
belongs.

12. COLIN HAWKYARD

5. GREEN VIGO 2 g Naturally, I'd always pick myself. First on the team sheet

One of the game's true characters who could score with 100!

style. The crowds loved him.
13. MICK WORRALL

6. DAVID TOPLISS o Great forward who works selflessly for the team.
Excellent all round rugby player who was an inspirational

leader. It's no surprise to see him doing so well as a 14. DAVID HOBBS
coach. Put this man anywhere in my pack and you’ll have a pack

7. PADDY KIRWAN that will do the business.
Non-stop worker who thrilled us all when he scored the 15. TERRY FLANAGAN
try that knocked Wigan out of the cup. With Paddy by A great leader — who can even organise from the bench.
your side, it's like playing with an extra forward. A future GB coach?

Breaking thrugh against Workington...

.
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And who would Colin’s Oldham stars play against.
Try this representative team for size.
1. M. Burke
2. J. Lydon
3. E. Hanley
4. G. Schofield
5. M. Offiah
6. T. Myler
7. A. Gregory
8. K. Ward
9. D. Watkinson
10. H. Waddell
11. A. Goodway
12. C. Burton
13. S. Norton
14. J. Joyner
15. J. Mills

Answers to ‘SPOT THE DIFFERENCE’
'8)Buy jooy "0

‘Hoddng jooy uo au ‘g ‘pMmos) ul uly ‘g uauodd Jo 8284
uoaul ‘£ 1sod |eon) uo Buipped 'g ‘100g uo pnig °g ‘puey 1o
uoJabuld ‘p {||eg UOBUIT ‘g [MIYS UO JBQUINN “Z ‘HIYS UO A, | TERRY FLANAGAN

M . ..leaving the defence clutching atempty space [

I T e
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Happy families - Colin and Helen with Ross (left) an'JoeI
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First of all, | would like to thank my lovely wife, Helen, for her loyal support and help
she has given me over the last 10 and a half years. With Helen by my side the bad
times have been bearable and the good times twice as enjoyable. She's a great wife
and mother to our two young sons, and future second rowers, Ross and Joel. Thank
you Helen,

My family, Mum and Dad, Kevin and Steve and all the rest of the clan on both sides,
deserve a special mention for all their support, helping me to reach the highs of my
career at Oldham.

| would also like to take this opportunity of thanking all the First and Second team
Oldham coaches, who have guided me throughout my ten years with Rugby League's
best club. I've learned from each one and appreciate the time and effort they put
into turning me into a better player.

There are many, many others - too numerous, unfortunately, to mention by name
here. They have helped throughout the years and their assistance is very much
appreciated.

| also wish to thank my Benefit Committee for making my Benefit year an exciting
reality, the advertisers and contributors who made this Brochure possible, and
Oldham Rugby League Football Club and its staff whose help has been invaluable.

And finally, an extra big thank you, the loyal supporters, for buying this brochure and
supporting me throughout my Benefit year. | hope you enjoy reading about my career
with Oldham and will treasure it as | undoubtedly will.

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to play for one of the world's best Rugby League
club’s in front of the most knowledgeable and loyal fans around.

| am eternally grateful for the chance to run a benefit year and thank you in advance
for your support throughout the coming year. ’

Thank you. All of you!
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