“See Britain by Road”

SHEARING'S TOURS LTD.

LEES ROAD & CHAUCER STREE'I'
OLDHAM -

Phone : MAIN 2772 & 4200 : y

For. Carefree Holidays

Tours - to . - .

Ilfracombe
Newquay
Torquay
Bournemouth & Isle of Wight
| London & Brighton
Great Yarmouth & Norfolk Broads

Scotland etc. - etc.

PRIVATE FARTIES CATERED FORE"

Coaches available for Evening tr1ps throughout ,

the year.
Luxury Coaches with Radz'o & Heating
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Ltd., Imperial Bu xld Oxj rd Road, 1. (T h RRle k 2019) Pnnt d by
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How Pleasantly the time Passes

if you :—
Go Greyhound Racing at

your local track!

I
OLDHAM STADIUM

I
RACING

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
AT 17-15 P.M.

I

ELECTRIC TOTALISATOR ‘!

FORECAST, AND WIN AND PLACE ‘ v

ADMISSION 2/9 LADIES 1/9

MEMORIAL FUND

JOHN:

DELANEY? FRANK
CLIFEF . |

THESE FIRMS

WARD | ARE THE ONES

1.

AUSSIE

FRED -
JAMES

IN WHbM TO PLACE YOUR CONFIDENCE

Niln nyamnsiLl

= MJ-:.- -“/
e
Lioe B
T oy )¢
pRa e odl]

AT THE OLDHAM STADIUM




MEMORIAL FUND

Telephone
MAIN 4148

ESTABLISHED 1848

JOSEPH & JAMES
LIMITED

ANGLESEY STREET, PARK ROAD

:-: OLDHAM :-:

Fire Protection Engineers

Actual Manufacturers Of All Fire Appliances

and Outside Fire Escape Staircases
Canvas Fire Hose G.M. Hose Couplings

Branchpipes and Jets Valves Hydrants

Fire Extinguishers
Swinging and Revolving

Hose Reels
Asbestos Blankets
Ga.lv;nisecl Fire Buckets

Refills for All Types of
Fire Extinguishers

INSPECTIONS AND REPAIRS

Telegraphic Address
EXTINCTUM

i
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Oldham Football Club Supporters’ Club assisted by
the Oldham Junior and Continuation League

AN APPEAL*

Dear Sir or Madam,

The Committees of the above club are very desirous of submitting this
Appeal to you on behalf of a-fund whereby we hope to commemorate the
memory of that Great Sportsman, the late George Frederick Hutchins, who
for many years was a devoted servant of the Oldham Football Club, a leading
official of the Rugby League Council (having served for many years on the
Committee) and ﬁll"ll]\ as President of the Controlling: Body. a compliment
well earned for his strict sense of loyalty to this Great Empu‘e game. Further
he had the honour of being appointed Joint Manager of Two Australian
Rughy League Tours and as Robert Anderton of Warrington, one of his co-
Directors has said, Fred Hutchins was a true propaginist of .the Game and
was a real John Bull, creating friendship and goodwill wherever the team
went.

Mr. Hutchins was for many years a controlling figure of Rugby League
Junior Foothall having long ~.cncd in fostering the Juniors in ‘the finer
points of the game and finally joining the Oldham Foothall Clubs Committes
and serving on all committees and at last being appointed President of the
Senior Club and completing a life well spent in the advancement of true
sportsmanship of the Rughy League Football Game.

Therefore, Ladies and Gentlemen. the Supporters’ Club Committee is very
desirous of commemorating the memory of this well-known and faithful
Sportsman by reconstructing the stand at the Waterhead end (better known
as over the Penny Rush). which wags officially condemned as being structually
unsafe for the use of the public and when completed to christen it the “G. F.
Hutchins Memorial Stand’ to be a lasting memorial to the man who sacrificed
so much of his leisure time to the sport of his fellowmen,

The Committee knows quite well this effort will entail a large amount of
hard work and money, vet we realize this will be forthcoming when an honest
appeal is made to the sports loving people of Oldham and their many friends.

May we therefore make this Appeal to all, and by giving generously you
will help in this worthy cause “The Fred Hutchins Memorial Fund.”

Please oblige by sending your donation, no matter how small, to the
President, Treasurer, or Secretary.

During our_efforts to raise the Funds we are hoping to run a series of
competitions in addition to issuing this sports periodical. Any suggestions
from well-wishers will be welcome und will be given every consideration.

We remain,
Yours sincerely,

THE COMMITTEE.

President: H. H. SUTCLIFFE. Vice-President: R. MOORES.
Preasurer: J. HOLLINGWORTH. Secretary : A. BOARDMAN,

Committee:

GEQ. BURNETT. 8. BRIERLEY. F. COCKER. H. DRONSFIELD.
J. HUNTER. B. JACKSON. (. LINGARD. T. MARLOR. J. RANDALL.
A. SWITHENBANK. J. UREN. T. WOOLLEY. J. WILSON.

Headquarters: Friendship” Hotel, Mumps, Oldham.

Phone: MAT 4980. -
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Book‘ Your Parties
DANCING
. The Best at
Oldham’s Finest Cafe

@

Phone MAI 5880

The late G. F. HUTCHINS,
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Don’t Let Your
Wardrobe Become
l a “Knotty Problem”

you can clothe yourself—and all the family
with the best quality materials by going to

G. K. DUGDALE LTD.

g Va Va Va Va Ve Vg ¥ | Ya “a Ve Va Va 3
Gentlemen’s Boys’ Girls’ and
Ladies’ Clothiers and Outfitters

S L Pl L PR L P Fa Fa Fa Fa Fa B Fa Fa N B

292-298, Manchester St., Werneth, Oldham

Telephone: 4809

Besides ‘*OMEGA'' you will
find many other famous Swiss
makes always available to
facilitate your choice of a
really dependable watch. All
models guaranteed to give
service.

Watch Specialists since 1870

Joseph Howell & Sons

———— Jewellers since 1870 — —

o@ Address: 8/10, Mumps, Oldham
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An Appreciation of Fred Hutchins

George Frederick Hutchins, Fred to his friends, and their name was legion,
was the third in succession of outstanding legislators representing the Oldham
Club; Joe Platt, George Holden, and Fred Hutchins will go down in our
game’s history as the three from one club, who have rendered the greatest
service to the Rugby League Game. He had heen Chairman of the Council.
the League Management Committee, and the Lancashire County Committee,
all honours of which he was justly proud, and which he so truly deserved,
but perhaps the honour he prized most was to be sent out to the Antipodes as
a manager in both the 1928 and 1932 Tours, and to return with the Ashes on
each occasion.

Returning from the 1928 Tour, across Canada from Vancouver to Montreal.
an exhibition match was played between two thirteens of the Tourists mamed
England v. Wales at Montreal, and the referee was Mr. Hutchins. He had
done a lot of refereeing and was quite a capable official, but he never carried
the whistle in a mateh like this. The spectators of course, knew nothing
abont the game, and the late Mr. Harry Dawcett of Hull, who had crossed
from KEngland to Montreal to meet tlie homecoming party, was given the
mike to make a running commentary. The commentator for most of the game
was in front of the referee. and what he said and the referee’s deeisions did
not always agree, What the conversation was at half_time between Fred and
Harry -history does not relate, but we who knew hoth, can have a good idea.
At any rate there was no ronning commentary in the second half

Fred used to fell with gusto the story how he was last on the morning of
departure of the 1932 team. The party were in the Russell Hotel. and when
evervbody was in or ready to get into the coach taking the party to the
station the manager was absent and couldn’t be found in the Hotel. "Actually
the coach had the go without him, but he duly arrived in a taxi, sans shave,
sans breakfast, in time for the boat train. His version of that taxi ride from
the Russell to the station guite put Dick Turpin and his ride tg York in the
shade. The explanation for his being temporarily mislaid was simple enough.
He had been entertained the night before by his agent and husiness associates
in London. On returning to the Russell after midnight, he hadn’t his key.
and could not remember the number of his room, so the night porter put
him in a room of which none of us knew the number, and he couldn’t be called.

He made a number of visits to France, where he was a prime favourite.
during the early days when Rughy Leagne Football was being established
there, and to which establishnient hie made a valuable contribution. His one
and only appearance at Perpignone, where a representative team plaved a
match, wil be remembered by all who were there for an amusing incident.
He was the England touch judge, the other being a French plaver. In the
second half the referee, a Frenchman, awarded a try scored by Dennis Madden
of Huddersfield and Leeds, which the French touch judge disputed (and he
was right) - The referee, like a good official, stuck to his decision, and the
protest ended by the touch-judge throwing down his flag behind the goal-posts
and walking off. Another Frenchman took on the joh, a member of Perpignau
Club Committee this time, and he in his turn got into an angry dispute with
supporters in the stand which ended in him climbing over the rails. and
engaging in a hout of fisticuffs. Meanwhile the ball went into touch at the
other end of the field, there was no touch judge, and a third had to be found
to finish the mateh. I'red was told by the players that he had had a narrow
escape from being called upon to officiate on both sides of the field.

George Frederick Hutchins was a sound legislator, a fine judge of a player,
a real sportsman, and the best friend a man could ever have.

JOHN WILSON.
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THE CENTRE
of

ATTRACTION!

Well to the fore in
always having a fine
selection of Plumbers’
Builders’ & Engineers’
Tools—you’ll find they
can soon fix you up
with your requirements

Wm. BRADBURY & Sons Ltd.

PLUMBERS' MERCHANTS -  IRONMONGERS -  FIREPLACE SPECIALISTS
8, GREENACRES ROAD OLDHAM

/_v/dy the game /

Play your part in the great Road Safety Campaign! See that
your steering and brakes are 1009, efficient.
Particularly your brakes, :
And how about the linings? Are they worn? And the brake
pedal and joints? And the brake mechanism? And half-a-dozen
other points. What about them?
You owe yourself these simple precautions — as well as everybody
else. Let ns look your car over — before the holidays.

for full et service
OLDHAM MOTOR CO., WERNETH, OLDHAM
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To the Memory of George Frederick Hutchins
over 50 years in Rugby League Football

by
W. WOOD

To commemorate the Fine Gesture of the
Supporters Ciub of the Oldham R. L. F.
Club, in reconstructing the Stand on the
South Side of the Ground, to the memory
of tLe late George Fredersick Hutehins who
passed this way on July &rd, 147, 1 would
like to pay my tribute by giving a synopsis
of his career in the sport that he so loved,
and for whieh he devoted so much of his
leisure hours. Having been  directly con-
neeted with Fred for more than 50 years,
I think 1 can write with some authority,
and knowledge when 1 say that mo finer
legislator ever graced a committee,

In the year 1803, Fred was then a youth
of 16, and along with hiz playmates, deecided
to form the finest (wishful thinking) Rugby
Football Club. The first meeting was held
on a Factory Steps in Robson Street, and
there was Tfounded the Roscoe Hornets
Rughy Football Club, with Fred appointed
HMon. Secy. Te continued to act in this
capacity for a good number of years.

As is well known, the year 1805 brought
the Big Split in Rogby Circles and the
Northern Union was formed with the late
Joe Platt of Oldham as Honorary Secretary,
and I might add that it was this gentle-
man’s influence which assisted to mould
the character of GF.H.. It was at this
time that the youthful secretary wrote {o
the Editor of the Oldham Chronicle sug-
gesting that there was suflicient Young
Playvers to form a Junior League under
Northern Union Rules. The result was sur-
prising, and when the prefiminaries bad
been gone through, a Junior League com-
prising 33 Clubs in Three Divisions was
formed, and the first President was the lats
George Hirst of the Oldham Chronicle. who
presented a Silver Shield for competition.
This you will agree was a very fine achicve-
ment for so young a hoy. -

In the season 1800/1000, the first Oldham
Junior Rughy League Handhook was issued,
and it may recall some memories by sub-
mitting the following list of Officials, (here
it will be noted that Fred was to receive
hizs second big position).

President: John Hirst, Esq.
Hon. Secy.: G. F. Hutching (Roscoe TI.).
Treasurer: H. Mayfall {(Abbey IHills).

Committee:

W. Cocker, Chairman.

W, Wrigley (Milleroft F.C.).

. Spencer (Rochdale Rangers F.C.).
Dent  (Saddleworth Rungers F.C.).
. Pearson (Belgrave F.C.).
Greenwood  (Springhead F.C.).
Gartside (Melbourne F.C.).

. Cadd (Central Rangers F.C.).

. Brooks (Abbey Hills F.C.).,
Egerton (Lars F.C.).

Whitehead (Glenby Hornets F.C.).

. Alidgeley (Glenby F.C.).

Bradley (0Oldbam  Central F.C.).
Slater (Scouthead Hornets F.C.).
J. Whitehead (Glodwick Baptists F.C.).
H. Parker (Central Hornets F.C.),

Auditors: J. C. Jenkinson and J. T.
Simpson.

AEEHA RS

Up to that time the following Clubs had
securcd Championship Honours,

Scason 1806/
First Diy

Glenby Hornets.

Second Division: Cranbrook ITornets.
Season 1RO7/8.
First Division: Milleroft.
Second Division: Watersheddings Juniors.
Third Division: Grosvenor Albion.
Season 1808/0.
irst Division: Glenby

Oldham Central.

The Tleadquarters were the Royal Oak
Hotel, Union Street, and many were the
scenes outside that Hotel at the conclusion
of the Commitiee’s deliberations, and many
@ teferee had to run faster over Unmion St.
than he did en the fleld after he had given
his evidence, and a club or player had been
penalized hy the committee. To show how
the enthusizsm pertained in Jumior Circles
in those days, there was, on one occasion
when, the crowd outside the Hotel was
so large that the police had to be called
to control it. Happily the whole committee
got home that night. In addition to being
Hon. Seeretary of the Junior League and
Roscoe Tlornets, G. F. H, had some pre-
tentions of being a wing threequarter, his
chicf claim being that he could run. When
Roscoe  Hornets ran a Handicap on the
Borough Grounds the distance was 200
yards, and being scratch runner, and giving
15 yards to ‘‘Nigger Carroll” (who after-
wards Wop many sprint races) and Wwin-
ning the Leather Handbag in wheh he
carried his playing gear for a few years.

Fred never pade any great claim about
his prowess as a player, being too fragile
in huild and a damaged shoulder n a game
played on the old Oliham Football Ground
at Clarksfield, against Salford Adelphians,
cansed his retirement as a player. He
turned his attention to refereeing, and was
given charge of the most important Junior
matches in the district, and one story he
was fond of relating, was the match between
the great rivals, Glenby v. Glenby Hornets,
upon. the result depended league’ honours.
The mateh was played on the ground ad-
joining the Boat Horse Hotel, Chadderton,
and the approach to the field was over the
Canal, and after the teams had crossed,
Fred followed and was met by a few
excited supporiers who, pointing to the
Canal informed him that, that was the place
all referees went if their team did not win.
Their team did not win that day, but first
over the bridme was the referec after the
final whistle. His connections with the
Rochidale public was,” to. him pleasant if
variable, ~When the “Standard” Cup was
presented by the proprietors of that News-
paper (Mr. Stevenson} the first finalists on
the Oldham F.C. ground were Rachdale
Rangers v. Heyside. Lancashire's County
Committee were asked to appoint the referee
hut he failed to put in an appearance, and
at the regquest of the two teams Fred took
charge, and after that he controlled every
Final of that Competition up to his retire-
ment as a referee.

Second  Div
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S. DODD & Sons Ltd.

have been established for over 85 years and
have specialised in the production of rebuilt,
reconditioned and modernised Machinery for
Spinning, Doubling and Winding of cotton,
waste, wadding, etc. and new conversion equip-
ment for 4-line Roller High Draft and Dodd-
Whitin Double Apron System to Ring Frames,
Dodd-Whitin Super Drafting System on Speed
Frames and Roller Bearing Tape Drive apparatus.

Complete plants or individual units can be supplied
and also other special purpose machines for Tapes,
Silks, Cords and Glass fibres.

LYON WORKS, OLDHAM

Tel.: MAIN 3617. Tel. Address: DODD, OLDHAM

OLDHAM’S POPULAR
RENDEZVOUS

Regent Hotel

(Prop.: Fas. S. Parkinson)

'_I'he

MODERN CONCERT ROO

-, o,

Market Place (Manchester St. Gorner) Oldham
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Many of his friends of those days will
remember him as the only referee to
officiate in -a mackintosh. “This was on
Rochdale Hornets ground bhetween Rochdale
Rangers (for whom  his old and most
esteemed friend “‘Bob Brierley” was Hon,
Secretary) v. Heyside, in the Rochdale
Charity Cup Competition. It was at
Rochdale that he started his official career
with Oldham Foothall  Club. Rochdale
.Ra_nger,a played a friendly game with Oldham
A’ Team and the Rangers invited him to
referee on their ground off Milnrow Road.
After the match the late Perey Ingham,
one of the Officials in charge of the Oldham
‘A’ Team, asked him if he would eare to
take over the management of Oldham ‘A’
Team, with a result he was appointed at
their next meeting, and continued to act
in that capacity up to the outbreak of
war in 1914. At this time there was little
Lo choose between Oldham First %nd Second
Teams; the ‘A’ Team winning the Champion-
ship on many occasions and Fred was
naturally proud when one season after
receiving  their gold championship medals
the players suhscribed and presented him
with one. This he wore for many years and
strange to relate, he lost it whilst acting
as referee in a practice game on the Oldham
ground he never saw it again. The rivalry
referred to  between the First and °‘A°
Teams became so keen that the ‘A’ Team
challenged the, First Team, and a game
was  played  between them, although
the Committee would not recognise it as
a test. It was a tough struggle and the
First Team only won by a few points

When war came in 1014 the late Dr.
Patherson was the Foolball Club’s Medical
attendant and held the rank of Colonel in
the army. He at once rejoined the Colours
and quickly approached the F. C. Comm:ttee
asking for a meeting of the pliyers to he
called. This was done and the Colonel
addressed them at length, with the result,
practically all the First Team's players
Joined the army under the Colonel's com-
mand. They were &oon followed by the
Secretary, Mr. A. J. Swann_ This naturally
presented a real problem for the Commit-
tee, and at their next meeting invited Fred
to take over the Secretarial duties, which
he did in a Honorary capacity until peace
wias declared in 1018, Luckily the players
were drafted to Southport Jor training anil
during that period, through the ecourtesy
of Colonel Paterson, the services of many
of them was had each Saturday and Oldham
was able to continue their programme of
mitches. Ineidentally, no playine fees were
paid during the war. All the players
received was bare travelling expenses plus
2/6d. each for tea and it's grand to relate
that there was no refusals to play on that
account. At this time Oldham players
were stationea av southport and for a
period were ahble to have their services,
among which it will be remembered were
the brothers Farnsworth and Anlezark
our Australian stars, also it is interesting
to recall that through Fred’s influence the
great Jack Fish of Warrington fame played
one game for Oldham, whilst he was
stationed at Bury Barracks, but Jack was
obviously out of diti and decided
never to attempt a come back.

When the players left Southport for
overseas, things hegan to look black, for
the Officials of the Oldham Club, and it wa;
feared that they would have to close down,
but to everyone's relief, there arrived at
Chadderton Camp, no other thap the New
Zealand Brigade. Here was an opportunity
not to be missed and Fred immediately

contacted Major Hume and Lit. Jones, and
ascertained that they had many good
players with them who would he glad to
play for Oldbam. This welcome assistance
enabled Oldham to carry on another season
and more often than not Oldham Committee
had the choice of as many as twenty useful
players.,

It would be remiss at this stage not to
include the following true story, which Fred
used to tell in his own inimitable way.
Oldham were due to play St. Helens Rec's
at St. Helens and our team was largely
composed of New Zealanders. Owing to
travelling restrictions, the team ete., had
to leave the train at Bt. Helens Junction

and complete the journey in a_ two-horsed

chara’. The latter was obviously very
pre-war and must have been in dock a
number of years, for when it moved it
creaked and shook like a hox of holts. The
driver and horses were a good match for
the chara’., which eould not possibly hold
all the party, The colonials scon settled
the problem by climbing on the roof and
commenced to dance a ‘‘Haka,” with the
result. that just as they were ready to
start one of their legs came erashing
throngh the roof, much to the distress of
the late Goorge Holden, then the President
of the Club. Of course these ecapers soon
attracted a crowd ‘of youngsters who were
struck By the unusnal hats worn by the
New Zealanders and one boy ‘ralsed t.'l'!c
fallen spirits somewhat by ecalling to his
chum to ome and look at the Big Boy
Souts.” This matech was apything but a
pleasant one, and the eolonialz were soon
bhack on the battle field. The late Jack
Hirst was one of the party and zoon picked
out “Bilkey,” a ‘giant of a forward, who
after the war, played for Wigan F.C., for
one season, Go it “Bilkey,” yelled Jack
from the stand when he really reguired no
encouragement. The referee completely lost
control and the climax was reached when
“Bilkey” was caught handingiout a *Nine-
penny one”’ to a Ree’s forward. The referee
had no option and ordered Bilkey to leave
the field. “Alright” replied Bilkey “but he
comes with me,” and grabbing his opponent
hy the jersev, he commenced to tug him
towards the touch line, This was too much
for the referee who stopped a riot by calling
“Bilkey” on one side and reprimanded him
and allowed to remain on the field. Oldham
lost the mateh and not a little of the good
reputation they had at St. Helens that day.
Tappily, it was all soon forgotten and to-
day there are not better friends than St.
Helens and Oldham. As there was no'other
vehicle obtaipable in the town, the jourtiey
hack to the station had to he made in the
ramshackle *“chara” and many a sigh of
relief wert up when the station was reached
safelv. This was in the season 1916{17 and
so pleazed were the New Zealanders with
their treatment in Oldham that they made
a request for the use of the Oldham F.C.
ground in order to play a match styled
North Tsland versus South Island for the
henefit of the Oldham Royal Tnfirmary, This
was readily granted and the match was
plaved at Watersheddings on Snlurday'.
April 25th, 1917, and what a day that was!
Dressed in their native garb with plenty of
Maories among them. Teaded by Lt
Flitt, a hurly Maori 4n the full attire of
a Maori chief and a full brass band, they
marched in procession from the Chadder-
ton Camp through the town to the ground.
followed by thousands of spectators, That
was in Fred's opinion ahbout the busiest
day he ever had in sport. The ground had
to be prepared and no stafl were available
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I.aying'thc Rugby League Party’s Wreath at the Sydney Cenotaph—Empire Day, 24th May, 1932.
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but one or two checkers. Helpers had to be
collected , but when they saw the crowd
amriving it was realised, how imposzible it
wonld be to get them through the turn-
stiles, s0 all that could be dome was to
throw open the gates and rely on the
patrons dropping their contributions in
buckets and other receptacles that lay at
hand. Tt speaks volumes for the sporting
qualities of the crowd, for when the money
was counted the magnificent sum of £400
was Tealised, Se delighted were the
Governors of the Infirmary that they
erected a tablet of commemoration giving
details on the Hall of the Institution.

Now we come to the time when the New
Zealanders left Chadderton Camp, and what
# sad period in the Mistory of the Club.
The Oldbam Committee were unable io
raise a team and eventually had to close
down, and it was at this time that G.F.H.
used to relate how sad he felt, to see the
ground equipment fast deteriorating, with
the result, at not being able to procure new
materials, owing to them being scarce and
dear, it was decided to sell certain stocks,
ete., including the wooden stand at the
back of the posts at Watersheddings end
of the gronnd, where the Hill is now. This
stand had beep hurriedly erected for an
important game with Wigan F.C. and when
disposeq of brought in much more thap it
originally eost, This of course was owing
to the searcity of timber. The two billiard
tables in the pavilion followed suit, one
going to the Public Assistance Institute.
By these means and monetary gifts, the
Club wus able to keep clear of debt, and
both the Officials and Fred were proud
when, after peace had been declared, they
were able to start playing again with a cash
credit in the bank in the scason 1018/19.
In recognition of Fred's services as Hon.
Secretary, the Committee subscribed sixty
guineas, with which, they presented him
with one of his most treasured possessions,
a gold wateh and chain and & specially
designed gold medal with enamel centre
displaying a player wearing the Oldham
F.C. colours, cherry and white jersey and
blug pants. To Mrs. Hutching who played
no small part, m belping her husband in
his duties to the Club was made the
recipi of a hand gold wateh ang
bracelet. Many of the old players were soon
back to the fold, but alas, many of them
were not to be with us again, To perpetuate
their deeds a handsome 11 of Honour is
now displayed in the pavilion. Many thou-
sands UF our spectators may not have seen
this tablet and to revive memories of the
older followers here are the names of those
gallant fellows.

“KILLED IN ACTION.”
T. D. Jones, H. C. Mills, D. Shannon,
J. Scott, T. D. West, F. Wainman.

It is said that Oldham Foothall Club
provided more players than any other Club
in the League to that war. =~ Here again
are their names. .
E. A. Anlezark, J. J. Allcock, W. Biags,
T. H. Brice, G. Cook, H. Carter, W. Dixon,
Junior, G. B. Evans, W. Farnworth, V.
Farnworth, J. Finuerty, D. Fort, D). Holland,
H. Hilton, P. Healey, T. Llewellyn, J.
Marsden, E. Oliver, J. Owens, J. 5. Parkin-
son (who held the rank of Lieutenant and
afterwards became President of our Club),
C. Robson, F. Speer, T. Cash (Military
Medal ‘and Bar), A. J. Swann, W. Thomas,
J. Tetlow, R. E. Wylie, T. White, T. J.

illiams, J, Wiltshire, C. J. Waye, F. N.
Wise, D.C.M.

The Tablet was unveiled by the President
the late G. W. Holden, on June 2th, 1920,

On  resuming after the war, Fred was
made & Honorary Vice-President and a
i of the C ittee. Some idea can

be gathered of the interest taken by the
members at that time, when at the first
election of the Committee both A, E.
Anlezark, and G. F. Tutchins, polled over
1,000 each, Anlezark winning by two votes,

Ever since that date, he continued to be
4 member of the Committee until his
death, and was first eléeted President
whilst on tour to Australia in 1932 for the
season 1M2/83. He followed in the footsteps
of his brother Charles who was President
during the seasop 1920/30, and served for
30 years on the Committee. 1t is certainly
very unusual for two brothers to serve so
long on the Committee of ome Club.

Then he reverted to acting Vice-President
and on Jim Parkinspn retiring in 1942, Fred
again was clected President. e was one of
the originul Trustees of the Club who took
over the whole of the ground at Water-

_sheddings from the Oldham Cricket Club,

There were two ground landlords, the

late Dr. Leech of Werneth and J. Dunkerley

of Thornham. The Committee wished to
free themselves from ground rent and after
a time negotiati were completed and the
whole of the grounds werg purchased out-
right. In order that the grounds shall
Temain as an open space for sport for all
time, Trustees were appointed who act for
the members. The grounds are valued
approximately at £4375 and Fred always
considered it a fine investment. = Writing of
grounds, it may be of interest to mention
that the Oldham F.C. once rented the
soccer ground at Boundary Park, before
Oldham Athletics went there. The idea was
to use the ground as an emergency one in
case play was mot possible at Watershed-
dings. This was for one season only, and
the First Team never played there, but the
‘A’ Team played a game there against
Swinton ‘A'. The famous Jim Valentine
was nearing the end of his playing career
and he acted as coach to Swinton “A°, and
played in this mateh as a wing forward
with his brother Bob at centre threequarter.

‘In 1907 Oldham Junior League were
admitted on the Lancashire County Com-
mittee and Fred was chosen as represen-
tative of the Juniors, and he held that
position for 37 years. It was in the year
1031 that he was clected President of the
L hire County Ci itt after serving
seven years as Viee-President. During his
long association with the County, he
naturally came into contact with many
people, but there was one man who heh_i a
very dear place in his heart, Joe Valentine,
who represented the Manchester and
District Junior League, of whom he always
spoke very highly.

In 1918 he was elected to the dual
pozition of Hop. Secy. and Hon. Treasurer
of the County, but owing to business pres-
sure he only held the positions for three
jears, and handed over to Bob Gale of
ieigh. During his association with the
County they won the County Championship
on 15 occasions, and in the season 192_4{5
the committee presented him with a gold
Championship Medal which is one of his
most treasured souvenirs, Fred used to
tell a good story against himself whilst he
was secretary of the County. It was during
the season 1010/20, when Lancashire was
due to meet Cumberland at Millom. After

ST
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easily defeating Yorkshire, it looked all
Lombtiard Street to a  China orange on
Laneashire again. being the Champions, The
journey . was  hroken at  Barrow, Friday
night  spent  there 1d  the return  was
arranged for Sunday, and having all the
players together, Fred interviewed a photo-
grapher in Barrow asking him if he would
open on Sunday and take the photograph
as Connty Champions. He agreed, but that
photograph was never taken, as Cumber-
land * sprang one of their usual ‘surprises
and  beat Laucashire with gz team which
ineluded the late Joe Ferguson and Jim
Parkinson of Oldham, Parkinson scored the
winning iry and Ferguson kicked the goal.

Lancashire were very unlucky that day,
as from the first kick, Jack Hopwood  of
Rochdale Hornets and formerly with Hepside
E.C., ‘broke down and had to retire. 1In
spite of this handicap, Lancashive rallied
in the second half and when Tat Wallace
the S5t. MHelens Rec's winger rap over for
what was thought would be the winning
try, everyone cheered to the echo, hut to
their chagrin Referee Eenton disallowed the
try, stating that Wallace had stepped on
the dead ball line, which actually was just
a' thin line of sand and almost invisible,
Walking off the field after the mateh
Ferguson and Parkinson were telling Fred
imyt‘ sorry they were to have beaten Laneca-
shire, which was of course rubbi g salt in
the wound. -1t was in 1926 Fred s clected
representative of Oldham F.O. on the Rughy
League Couneil, Liking the place of the late
G. W. Holden, who had retired. Two yeurs
later he was chosen as Joint Manager of
the English Touring Team to Australia,
New Zealand, and Canada.  Some prior to
the Manager and Team being selected.  He
wis about to leave a  Council meeting in
Manchester, when ihe late Willic Fillan
(Huddersfleld) and J. Lewthwaite (Hunslet)
all leading Yorkshire Officials at the time,
approached Fred, and J. W, Wood (Leeds)
heing the spokesman said: “Tow would you
like a trip to Aunstralia.”  Thinking this
was a practical joke (for J. W. was an
adept at teasing) sald pull the other leg,
its shorter, but after the others had had
their say. lic soon realised that they all
were in eurnest, and promised to give the
suggestion his consideration, but thought
his chance of being chosen very remote, in
view of hiz short serviee op Lhe Couoneil.
The aforementioned ed  him of their
support. and practically that of the other
Yorkshire representatives. Tn December,
1027, he was chosen along with Ted Oshorne
of Warrington, as Joint Managers out of
four candidates.  Then came a. busgy spell
in selecting the team for the 5! months
tour, for which purpose the Tour Sub.
Committee divided out, and paid visits to
matehes played each Suturday in search of
talent, These tasks were not ecasy and
many good players had to he left behind
for various reasons:  Here let me explain
the colour han was never applied, as was
thought in certain quarters, 'Thers was
much comment at the time when Boh
Sloman of Oldham reeceived his invitation
to make his second tour and for the first
time it is possible to divulge the facts:
Several trial zames had beep played and
Sloman had not been included in any of
them. The seléetors were holding their last
meeting and had but one vacancy to All—
a second row forward. The - report.  that
came, in from the various members includ-
ing his own, nong had reached the class
of Sloman.  This was quite an honest
opinion and not—as some critics thought—
because he played for Oldham. The process

(St. Helens Rec’s).x Why

of elimination went on until none remained
but Sloman and he got the position. = As
the newspaper headlined the following day
this was ' “Suprise Selection” and so it
was, but Sloman the captain of Oldham that
season, was  the  inspiration of  the
team, This eventually proved a wise
choice for Sloman played Great Football
“Down Under.”

On the tours in which Fred acted as
manager it was an  agreement between
the two managers that the Team manager
should first select the teams to play and
then submit same to the other manager for
approval, but as the team manager had a
second vole, this was merely courtesy. On
the 1928 Tour Ted Osborne acted as team
manager and his judgement was rarely at
fault, byt when Ted showed Fred his
selected team for the First Test to he
played at Brisbane on June 23rd, 1928,
Sloman was omitted and Fred said that
Lie thought same was a mistake. No
argument was entered into, but it was
agreed to call in Jonathan Parkin, the
captain, and ask his opinion, and this is
what he said: “There’s no betting, Gentle-
men, the two Test second row forwards in
this team are Bob Sloman and Albert Fildes
V. do you think
=0 was asked, well replied Parkin, I'm a
Yorkshireman and both are from Laneashire
but 1 wish 1 counld play behind them two
lads in every mateh 1 play.” = “You see,”
continued Parkin, “Bob knocks ‘em for six
one way, and Albert knocks ‘em for eight
coming back.” That settled it, Sloman
wias selected and played so well that he
retained his. place throughout the tour.
Thizs was Fred’s birthday and greetings
resched him from England and all parts of
Australin. The Governor General of Queens-
land, Mr., Godwin attended the mateh on
the Agrienltural grounds, and after he had
heen presented to the two teams on the
field and the cameramen had taken their
shots, Harry Sunderland called Fred in the
centre and told the players that it was
his natal day, and called for three cheers
which were given.

During the week previons to this Test,

that great sportsmap and good “‘mixer'
Harry Sunderland and the English managers
had a rare bhattle over the selection of the

referee.  The Queensland Officials thought

they had the right to appoint the referee,
and did so, but having seen that official
mis-interpret our rules in a previous match
the managers declined to accept  their
choice, pointing out that ip all tours in
this country, the colonials were allowed to
choose the referee for Test matches, and
the English managers claimed equal rights:
Thiz was still declined and a deadlock was
reached when the managers informed the
Queensland League that unless this was
grantej us the Test macth would not be
played. On the evening before the mateh
a special meeting of all ‘Queensland Club
delegates  was called, some travelling
several hundred miles to attend, Mr.
Oshorne and Fred attended, and laid their
claim in definite terms. It was well past
midnight, - when Sunderland brought the
news that the Englishmen could select the
referee.  Mr. ' C. Broadfoot who had acted
as referee in  the mid-week mateh at
Tpswich and gave the best interpretations
of our rules so far, was selected. There
has beep much controversy over the try
claimed hy Busch the Australian half back
in the closing stages of the Third Test at
Swinton in the 1930 Tour, when Touch Judge
Webster ruled that Busch had  hit  the

corner flag, and the game ended in a
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For Away Matches—

BOOK YOUR SEAT AT

Holts of Oldham Ltd.
3, MUMPS

29, 32, & 33 scater Luxury Saloons also available
Telephone: MAIn 1263

for private parties.-

WHEN YOU’RE
STUMPED —

for first-class work in
Sheet Metal you’ll
find the folk to deal
with, without any
‘grievances’ on either
side but with work
that will ‘bow!l’ you
over for efficiency-
are

A.GREAVES (LEES) LTD.

County End Works :
Telephone MAI

Lees
4759
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pointless draw, but in this Test at Birsbane,
Aynsley, the winger, ran round the corner
flag to ground the ball, and as the touch
judge took no action Referce Broadfoot had
to award a try. In reporting this match
the following day, one prominent pressman
wrate: “If Aynsley scored a fair try at
the corner, then Kingsforg Smith did not
fly the Pacific.’ The tourists could vouch
for Smith's flight, because they were among
the privileged guests to welcome him on
the “Southern Cross' when he arrived at
the Sydney aerodrome.

Hacking  back to the Test at Brishane
this was a great day for the Tourists,
40,000 spectators paid £4,366, ang -the
Englishmen’s share was £2,501. England
won by 15 points to 12, the scorers heing
Fairclough, THorton, and Ellaby, tries.
Sullivan three goals. This was a great
tonic to all concerned, after the shakey
start of the Tour, The tradesmen of
Brishane offered a handsome bronze plague
for the best player in either team, and
awarded it to Fairclough, though many
thought “Billo Rees” had at least equal
claim, playing in his unusual place at scrum-

half, owing to Parkin being injured. As is
now well known Fred again was selected
as Team manager for the 1932 Tour, and
what a success it was, which can be testi-
fled by his co-manager, Bob Anderton.

You will have observed that Fred
occupied every Honorary position, both in
League, Lancashire County, and Oldham
Football Club, with the exception of one,
that being HMon, Treasurer of his own Club.
When he handed the Presidency of the Club
over to Fred Mills, -he was proposed for
this position hpt was outvoted by one
vote. This was a big disappointment as
he would have liked to finish up his eareer
in Rugby Football by being in Office, but
this was not to be, owing to lack of con-
sideration in my opinion of hiz colleagues.

On July 10th, 1247, the ashes of one of
the finest sportsmen who ever represented
Rughy League Football, were secattered
hefore a large number of sympathisers on
the ground which he loved dearly, and upon
which he had witnessed so many great
matches played and for which he had given
sp much of his leisure time.
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A Message from the Chairman of the
Junior Rugby League

As Chairman of the Oldham Junior Rugby TLeague, 1 wish to add our
sincere appreciation of the work of the l.\te Mr. G. . Hutching in our
movement . For over fifty years Mr. Hutchins was connected with the Junior
League in various (.1pauties and the fact that the Oldham League is one of
the strongest in the Country is due in no small way to Mr. Hutchins’ past
foresight and energy. As members of the Rughy Lf'agne the Oldham Junior
League have a representative on the Lancs. (mmtv Senior Committee and
for nearly fifty years Mr. Hutchins served on this (‘omm]ttee with great
dignity and honour.

I now have the' honour of representing our League on this Committee and
from my conversations with various other members, | can estimate the
great value Mr. Hutchins gave to the Ldl’i{‘: County by his wonderful legis-
lative ability.

For over twenty-five years I have served under Mr, Huteching hoth as
Player, Club Secretary, and Member of the Management Committee, and 1
feel tuily conversant to say that in all that time, I always found Mr. Hutchins
scrupulously fair in all his dealings, and his ready wit and extensive know-
ledge of the laws of the game made him an ideal chairman.

Of his record as co.manager on two tours more will be said elsewhere, but
I do want to say that several famous internationals have spoken generously
of hig ability to keep his men happy and contented throngh difficult times.

And I do wish to thank the Organisers and Sponsors of this publication for
allowing me to record my deep and sincere appreciation of one, of whom it
could be truly said he was one of Nature's Gentlemen, and his name and
deeds will long be remembered, not only in Oldham, but wherever our game
of Rughby League Football 1s played.

Yours sincerely.

W. N. MELLORS,

Chairman, Oldham Junior Rughby League.
Lancs. County Rugby League Committee.

‘ FROM EVERY
h'*”z‘{‘* ANGLE —

you will find the high quality
products of M.P.C. are best.

CHINA is always in the news
particularly when it’s from the

MODERN POTTERY Co.

Modern Fireplacés and Chinaware of all descriptions

It will be worth your while to pay us a call at

81 & 168, MANCHESTER ST., OLDHAM

THEY’RE
OPEN !

You must pardon
the rush but it’s

quite understand-
able when you
know that it’s the

BLACK SWAN HOTEL

(L. G. H. BONELL)

that's open for LUNCHES — SNACKS and of course
J. W. LEES BEERS

Convenial Surroundings
OLDHAM

Good Company
BOTTOM O’MOOR B
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REUNION OF THE OLD PLAYERS ENTERTAINED BY HIS WORSHIP
THE MAYOR (ALDERMAN E. BARDSLEY, J.P.) JANUARY 3ro, 1933

1809,

* Denotes Cup Final Players, April 20th,
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MAI 2512 & 3379

CYTAX HIRE SERVICE

The most up to date Taxi Service

*

Radio Controlled means Promptness
and Efficient Service

*

9, Bell Buildings, Mumps

ALL THE BEST

really IS the best
when it’s been bottled by

Wm. FORSYTH Lid.

BEER and STOUT
BOTTLERS

Wines and Spirits in
the RIGHT  SPIRIT

OLDHAM

Telephone MAIn 4559
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“JOHN BULL” HUTCHINS

It is often said that one has to live with a person to know him properly.
Well, T had the pleasure of living with Fred Hutchins for six months when
1 accompanied him as co-manager on the Rughy Leagne Tour to Australasia
in 1932, so I ean claim to know something about him,

During our tour to Australia and New Zealand my association with Mr.
Hutchins was one of perfect harmony and no one could have wished for a
hetter partner. He was not only a genius as a Team Manager but was also
a great success on the social side of the tour and earned the greatest respect
irom all those with whom he came into contact.

Yes, my friend Fred, a grand name in those two countries and one which
will live for all time.

Let me say right now, [ know of no legislator who has done more for our
great game than Fred Hufchins of Oldham. Not only was he an excellent
and long serving official of the Watersheddings Club but his work as: an
administrator of Rughy League Football and his efforts in connection with
R.L. Junior Football will long be remembered by those who had the good
fortune to serve with him,

If ever there was a real Joln Bull, it was Fred Hutchins of Oldham.
His sincere friend,
R. F. ANDERTON.

A FURTHER APPRECIATION

I bave known the late G. F. Hutchins
for a period of 53 years ang there was no
man associated with Rughy League Football
for whom 1 had a greater respect or
cherished -a- higher regard.

G. F. Hutehing was singularly well
endowed by nature with those qualities of
leadership which enable a4 man to rise to He
eminence in whatever sphere he may direct
his energies and in G.F's case Rugby League
Foothall was his abiding interest.

field, were at once, an Inspiration and an
example I never knew him to compromise
With anything which he regarded as dubious
or derogatory to the prestige of Rughby
League Foothall and he never deviated from
what he regarded as right and ftting for
the welfare of the game.

sought  no personal aggrandizement
and the honours that were conferred upon
him were earned hy sheer merit. His dearest
wish and most ardent desire was to see

He made of It an ideal, a complete Rughy League Football attain honourable
whole, wherein he strove fo combine sane eminence in the realms of sport and few
healthy enjoyment with integrity of men have contributed so much towards the
purpose. The ethies of the game represented realisation of its achievement, To me, the
to him the hallmark of good faith and name of Fred Hutchins, is synonimous with
good fellowship. Ie brought Into the game all that is best in sport and the Rughy
the richness of a varied experience and the League game is the poorer for his passing.
shrewdness and administrative ability of a
first class business mind. He will be remembered wherever the
game is played, and it is a fitting tribute
to his memory, that the new Stand at
Watesheddings should bear the name of
one of the finest men who ever occupied
the Presidentinl Chair of the Oldham
Football Club.

I know of no other man who had so
comprebensive a  knowledge of the game
and it was p pleasure to us, his contem-
poraries, te serve with him. His lueid
discussion, his  compelling
eloguence, or his scathing condemnation of
unsportsmanlike conduct, ©n or off the .

FRED MILLS.

e oy
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PLUMBING

Specialist in Fireplaces and Bathroom Fittings

ELOQUENT
SPEECHES ..

are not necessary to describe the
work of first class tradesmen. Their
work always speaks for itself. So if
you want to modernise your bathroom
or have a lot more comfort with a

modern fireplace — Fust contact

. RIDGWAY

CONTRACTOR

53, HENSHAW

STREET, OLDHAM

TELEPHONE: MAI 4210

For all forms of

- HEATING ENGINEERING

consglt

Vacuum Steam Heating
Gaseousfired Units, High
Pressure Hot Water,
Low, Medium & High
Pressure Steam efc., etc.

OF OLDHAM

H. CHEETHAM & Co. Ltd.

139-143, Manchester St., Oldham
MAIn 3881-2-3
‘* Hygrolit,”" Oldham

Telephone - -
Telegrams = -
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FACTS and FIGURES &y T. Marlor

From September Sth, 1906, to March 16th.
1000, both dutes inelusive, the Oldham
Team were uot defeated at Watersheddings,
playing - 60 eonseeutive matches at home,
every one of which werec won.

In the Cup Final at Leeds on April 27th,
1812, when Dewsbury defeated Oldham by
eight’ points to five, the Oldham Team was:
Wood, Cook, Deane, Davies, Williams,
Anlezark, Lomas, Ferguson, Smith, Wright,
Wiltshire, Wise, Avery.

H. L. Thomas signed for Oldbam in 1807
ang retired in  1909-10 season. His ‘first
game for Oldham was played at Morecambe,

_Sid ‘Rix played for the Oldham premier
side for the first time against Rochdale
Hornets at Rochdale in March, 1919,

W. Hall signed for Oldham on Juue 13th.
1018.  Played his last game for the first
teant  against  Feathérstone  Rovers  af
Watersheddings on March 14th, 1925,

G. W. Simth's first match for Oldham
was against Wigan at Wigan on February
1vth, 1908,

Tom Fletcher played his first mateh for
Oldham  at  Watersheddings on  Easter
Monday, 1906.

Jimmy Leytham played for Oldham at
South Shields on April 19th, 1902,

Our Honours Roll,
Rugby League Championship - Winners
1804/05, 19098/10, 1910/11,
Runners Up, 1806/7, 10078 1008/, 1921/2.
s Rugby League Challenge Cuop Winners
1508/9, 1024/5, 1926/7.

Runmers Up, : 1006/7, 1911/2, 1823/24, 1026/6.

Lancashire, Cup Winners 1007/8, 1910/1,
1013/4, 1919/20, 1024/5, 1983/4.
Runners Up, 18080, 1011/2, 1918/9.

Reggie  Farrar signed for Oldham on
Oetober 7th, 1930, He ‘played his -first
match on October 23rd " against Hudders-
field © at  Oldham. The following season
1921/2, he scored 50 Tries, a club record
and he also kicked 34 Goals.

Joe Ferguson played his first mateh on
September 2nd, 1509, against Morecambe at
Morecambe, Hix last mateh with the first
team was on April 14th, 1923, against St.
Helen's ‘at St. Helen's, His final game was
with the ‘A’ Team against Wigan ‘A%, at
Rochdale on April 28th, 1923, in the play-off
for the Lancashire Senior Competition
Medals, our ‘A’ Team won the Cup, but
lost. the play-off for the medals by three
points to nil, George Hesketh scoring for

Wigan.

J. Bedwelty Jones was signed on March
30th, 1914, his first match was on April 4th,
1014, against St. Helens at Watersheddings
in which he scored three tries.

Sid Rix took his benefit on March 21st,
1931, against  Hull at Watersheddings,
Oldham winning by 19 points to 10, Sid Rix
scoring.  two  tries. His benefit realized
£233(5/2, :

_ Arthur Lees last played for the first Team
in the Cup Final at Bronghton against
Warrington on April 27th, 1907,

Sam Lees (sen.) was playing for Leesfield
Trinity when he joined the Oldham Club.

Whep Oldham heat Newport at Water-
sheddings on  April  1st, 18083, a try
connted two points.

Oldham  played  the  Wiatsonians  on
January 1st, 15805, the game ended in &

draw on eight points each.
L

The attendance and . receipts at  the
Bugby Cup Final hetween Oldham and
Wigan at Rochdale in 1923/4 were a record
41,831 spectators and £3,712/19/4 gate
money.

Joseph Platt of Oldham was secretary of
the Rugb¥ League Trom August 20th, 1585,
to Junme 10th, 18920.

Oldham were the last winners of the
first: division of he Northern -Rughy League
in 1904/5, Bradford being the Runners-up.

The first winners of the Lancashire Senjor
Cup in 1845 were Runcorn, the Runners-up
heing Oldham.

In the first three years of the Northern
Rugby Foothall League Championship
Oldham were the Runners-up.

We have won the Lancashire League
Championship, tliree times, 1907/8, 1909/10,
1021 /2. Runners-up, 1908/9, 1010/1, 1911}2,
1919/20, 1923/4, Five times.

Harold Wagstaff of Muddersfield made his
last appearance “in the first Team against
Oldham on March 23rd, 1925, at Oldham.

The highest score in a Rughy League Cup
Final was Huddersfield 37, St. Helens 3, at
Oldham, May 1st, 1915,

LOOK OUT FOR THE
WINNING NUMBER

(See Number on Front Cover)
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MONKARS LTD.
MAIN AGENTS FOR

SAFETY FAST

HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, OLDHAM
MAI 3218-9

ARE YOU THE HOME
HANDYMAN ?

Well you’ll find your job so much
easier if you use the best tools
and materials.

Decorate - not desecrate your Home
by getting the best workmanship
from the materials of

Wallpapers & Decorations Ltd.

EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME DECORATOR

7, CHURCH TERRACE and 6, MUMPS
OLDHAM
Telephone: MAIn 2107
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MORE THAN A
SQUARE DEAL!

when the prices are reason-
able and the quality is the
best—the service and atten-
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you go fo

S. SCHOFIELD (Men’s Wear) Ltd.

Outfitters to Men and their Sons

7/9,HIGH STREET , 38, DRAKE STREET
OLDHAM 5 ROCHDALE

. Hey Guv’nor !  Why don’t you

take 1t to the

GLODWICK —
MOTOR ENGINEERING Co.

(Prop. F. FROST, A.M.Inst.B.E.)

Kutomobile Engineers

All Motor Repairs by Experienced Mechanics
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. SERVICE :
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